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TRANSLATOR and EDITORS. 

T he laft edition of this work, publifhcd 
bjf the AbbdRAyHAi, in ten volumes, 
being entirely new-modelled, the tranflation, 
is in confequence almoft totally a new work. 
It is neceflary to inform the Reader, that the 
calculations have all been made anew'; moft 
of them having been altered in the original. 
The livres are calculated at the rate^of ten- 
pence ftethng each livre. 

The^ Editors anxious to do every honour 
in their power to the work of fo celebrated 
an author as the Abb^ RayNal, have gone 
to an uncommon expence in this edition, 
having printed it elegantly and corredily on' 
a remarkable fuperfine paper, and embellilh- 
cd it with four new and ufeful maps, and 
feven new and beautiful engravings, of which 
the following is a dclcription. 

' PLATE L Vol. I. Page J40. 

The annual ceremony in which thc'em- 
perbr of China guides the plough, indicat- 
VoL.I. a ' ing 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

ing the honour paid in that country to 
agriculture, and the rcrpcft to which, in 
every age and dime, the hiifbandman is en- 
titled, as the fource of. focial happinefs and 
real wealth. 

PLATE U. VolIEPagri. • 

Plenty, with a fmiling conntcmncc, ex- 
changes various fpecies of coin for bales of 
Indian fpiccs and other mcrchandife, which 
the fadors prefent to herr ’ ' 


p/^PLATE III. ^ Yol. 1 V. Page 208.^ 

A philofopher in the attitude of indigna- 
tion, mferibes' a column with thefe" tvordsi 
^uri facra fames^ See In diftant prorpefl*" 
the Spaniih and Portu^uefe fhips arc feen nt 
anchor, while at land's detachment of fbl- 
dicrs maflacrc the* flying Indians, and load 
otliers with chains, whom, they ddftinc to 
fevere labour in the mines. ' 

■ PLATE IV. VoUy. Page i. 


"Nature in the . charai^cr of 'a woman, 
fame time, and with equal 
^eaion, a white and >a black child, while 
(he regards w.* an eye of compaffidn tiic 
-flateB, r^o are feen at a diftance toilmg 
m the plantations, where they experience the 
inhumanity of their talkmaflers 


PLATE 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

FLATEV. V0I.V. Page 21. 

A barbarous incident which happened at 
Earbadoes has furniihed the fubjc£l of this 
plate. — An Indian girl having refcued a young 
Englifhman from the hands of the Caribs. 
is fold as a flave by him, who was indebted 
to her for life and freedom. 

PLATE VI. Vol. V. P. 136. 

Induflry, in the charader of a winged 
figure, prefents a plough, a lever and pullies 
to the alTembled faviiges, whom fhc tnflruas 
how to apply thefe ufeful implements to their 
advantage. 

PLATE VII. Vol. VI. Page i. 

A cultivated country adorned with harhlets, 
fliews fevcral harbours filled with fhips, in 
the fore ground of the pidlure appear two 
Quakers, one of whom embraces the young 
Indians as his brothers, and the other breaks 
and flings from him their bows and arrows, 
the emblems of war and difoord. 
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BOOK I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

’Dtfccx^crieSi D’vrrJ, and ConjH{/2i cf ib:^ PcrUi^ti^f 
' tn tic Eaji huiiss. 

T^O cNcnt lias been fo intcreftinR to mankind B o 
. “XN in general, and to ilic inhabitants of Eu.^ 
TojK m partvculat, as the difco\er) of the New 
World, and the palTagc to India by the Cape of 
•Good llopc. It gave tife to a revolution m the 
commerce, and in the power of nations ; as well 
as in the manners, mduftry, and government of 
the whole world. At thi^ period, new connexions 
Mere formed b) tlic inlnbitants oi the moil dif* 
tant regions, for the. fupply of wants they had 
' VoL. 1. B never 
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UOOKiicvcr before experienced, T!jc produ£lions of 

, clinutes fuualcd under the cqnator, vcrc eon- 

fumed in countries bordering on tlic pole; the 
induftry of the north was tranfplanted to tlie 
fouth ; and the inhabitants of the well were 
clothed with "the inanu(a£lurcs of the cad; a ge- 
neral intcrcourfc of opinions, laws and cudoms, 
difeafes and remedies, virtues and vices, uas 
cdablidicd among men. 

EvtRY thing has changed, and ravdl chiingc 
again, llur it is a quedion, whether the revolu- 
tions that are pad, or thofe which mud hereafter 
take place, have been, or can be, of any ‘utility 
to the human race. Will they ever add to the 
tranquillity, the happinefs, and tlic plcafurcs of 
mankind ? Can they improve our prefent date, 
or do tliey only change it ? 

The Euiopeans have founded colonies in all 
parts, but arc they acquainted with the principle* 
on which they ought to be formed ? They have 
cdabhfhcd a cotnmcrce of exchange, of the pro- 
duflions of the earth, and of manufaSurcs. Tbh 
commerce is transferred from one people to an- 
other. Can we not difeover by \yhat means, and 
■under what circumdanccs, this has been efFe6lcd? 
Since America and the paffage by the Cape has 
been known, feme nations, that were of no con- 
fequcnce, arc become powerful ; others, that were 
the terror of Europe, have lod their authority* 
In wha: manner has the condition of thefe fcveral 
people been afFefled by thefe difcovcricsF.HoW 
comes it to pafs that thofe to whom Nature has 
been mod liberal, arc not always the riched and 
mod flourlfliing? To throw feme light on thefe 
important quedions, we mild take a viev/ of the 
date of Curopc before thefe difeoveries were 
madc^ we mud trace circumdantially the events 
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they have guen rife to; and conclude \vith‘exa-B C 
mining it, as it prefcnts itfelf at this day. , ^ 
SuchMs the alarming talk’ I have iinpofed upon 
myfelf, and to which l.liavc devoted my whole 
life. I have called in to myafllllance men of in- 
formation from all nations. I have interrogated 
the living and the dead ; the living, whofe fenti- 
tnents have been conveyed to me from all quar- 
ters; the dead, who have tranfinittcd their opU 
nions and their knowledge to us, in whatever 
language they may have written. 1 have W’cighed 
their atf lyrities, oppofed their tellimonies to each 
othei^^nd by thefe means have brought facts to 
light. Had any one pointed out to me a man 
living under the equator or under the pole, who 
might have been able to give me information on 
any iptportant matter, I would have vifited either 
of thofe diflant regions, that I might have called 
upon him to open his mind to me. The auguft 
image of Truth hath ever been prefent to my 
mind. O holy Truth ! thou haft been the foie 
objeft of my veneration I If, in after-ages, this 
work Ihould ftill be read, it is my wUh, that, while 
my readers perceive how much I am duefted from 
pailions and prejudice, they/houM be ignorant of 
tlie kingdom which gave me birth; of the govern- 
ment under which I lived; of the profclfion I fol- 
low’cd in my country ; and of the religious faith I 
profelTcd : it is my wiflj, that they Ihould only con- 
fider me as their fcllow-citizcn and thcii^ friend. 
7'he ilrll duty that is incumbent on us, the fir/t 
care wc ought to attend to, when we treat of 
things important to the happmefs of manVmd.is to 
expel from our minds every Idea of hope or fear, 
llaifed above all human confiderations, it is then 
wc foar above the atmofphcrc, and behold the 
globe’bcncath us. Trom thence it is that wc let * 
B 2 ' fall 
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BOO Kfall our tears upon perfecuted genius, .upon talents 
. ^ neglected, and upon virtue in diRrcls. From 

thence it is, that we pour forth itnprecations on 
thofe \Vho dcccU'c mankind, and thofe who op* 
prefs them and devote thcni^ to ignominy. From 
thence it is that we fcc^the proud head of ithC 
tyrant, humbled and covered with dull, while 
the moded front of the juft man reaches to the 
V auh of the fidcs. From thence it is, that I have 
been enabled to cry out, I am free, and feel my- 
felf upon a level with the fubjcil I treat. It is from 
thence, in. a word, that, viewing thofe iMgntiful 
regions, in which the arts and fcienccs llourifh, 
and which have been for fo long a time obfeured 
by ignorance and barbarifm, I have faid to roy- 
felf: Who is ‘it. that bath digged thefe canals ? 
Who is it that hath dried up thefe plains ?kWho 
IS it that hath founded thefe cities ? Who is it 
that hath colledtcd, clothed, and civilized thefe 
people? Then have I heard the voice of all 'the 
enlightened men among them, who have aniwer- 
cd : This is the elTcft of commerce, ’ 

Accortungly, thofc'ftatcs, that have been 
commercial, have ' civilized all the reft. The 
PhcEnicIans, whofe extent of country and influ* 
ence were extremely limited, acquired by their 
genius for naval enterprifes, an importance which 
ranked them foremoft in the hiftory of the an* 
They arc mentioned by every 
hmorian. They were known to the moft diftant* 
climes, and their fame has been tranfmitted to 
fucceedmg ages. 

Situated on a barren coaft, feparated from 
uie continent by the Mediterranean on the one 
iidc, and the mountains of Libanus on the other, 
they fccin to have been deftined by Nature for 
the dominion of the fca. Fifhing taught them 

the 
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the art of navigation, an<l funiifiicd them with BOOK 
the purple dye, which they xrxtratlcd from tite 
murex ; while the fca-fand upon their (bores led * 
them to difeover the fecret of making glafs. 

Happy in poffcfling fo few natural advantages, 
fince the want of tliefc, awakened that fpirit of 
invention and induftry, which is the parent of 
arts and opulence,' 

It mull be confefled, that the fituation of the 
Phcenicians was admirably adapted to extend 
their commerce to every part of the world. By 
dwelling, as it were, on the confines of Africa, 

Afia, and Europe, if they could not unite the 
inhabitants of the globe in one common intcrcfl, 
they at lead had it in their power, by a commer- 
cial intcrcourfc, to communicate to every nation 
the enjoyments of all climates. But the ancients, 
whom wc have fo often excelled, though we have 
derived much ufcful knowledge from them, had 
not means fuflicieut to enable them to cflablilh 
an univcrfal commerce. The Phcenicians had no 
flapping except gallics ; they only carried on a 
coatling trade, and their failing was confined to 
the Mediterranean. Although this date was the 
model upon which other maritime powers Avcrc 
formed, it is not fo cafy to determine what it has, 
as what it might have performed. Wc may form 
a conjefture of the population of the Phmnicians 
by their colonies. It js faid that their numbers 
extended along the coads of the Mediterranean, 
and pariiculaily on the fliorcs of Africa. 

Tyre or Sidon, the queen of the ocean, gave 
birth to Carthage. While the opulence of T}re 
invited tyTanls to rivet it's fetters, Carthage, the 
ofi^pring of Tyre,notwithftandmg it*s riches, had 
this happy advantage over the parent date, that 
it enjoyed it’s liberty. It commanded the coads 

of 
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n 0 0 Kof Africa, t>nil liad jioflVnion of Spain, wliich in 
, — days s\as the richcil country in Jiuropc, and 
famous for gold and filvcr mines of it’s own, 
though dcllincd, at the cxpcncc of fo inucli blood- 
fiicd, to acquire otiicrs in the new world. 

11ai» tlielloman power ncter exiiled. Cartilage 
would in all probability liavc been nothing more 
than a coinmcrcial ftatcj but the ambition of one 
nation excited all the reft to relinqiiifli tlic arts of 
commerce for tnofe of war, and either to conquer 
or to perini. Carthage fell in tlic conteft, lic- 
caufc riches produce an oppofitc cfTcft to poverty, 
liricc they cxtinguifli courage, and bring on a 
oiUikc to military exertions. The fubterfion of 
a republic, uhich gloried in it’s induftry, and 
owed It s power to ii*s ntill in ufcful arts, was, 
perhaps, a misfortune to Luropc, and to the 
>vorld in general. 

Gficccc, intcrfcflcd everywhere by Teas, muft 
necefTardy flourifli by commerce. It*s pofition in 
the Archipelago, and ii*s diftance from any large 
comment, feemed to make it unlikely that it , 
ihould either conquer or be conquered. Situated 
between Afia and Kurope, it contributed to ci- 
t ihxc both the one and the other, and enjoyed a 
deferved fltarc of profperity, as the reward of it’s 
labours and fcrviccs. Almoft all the Greeks 
came either from Eg) p{ or Phoenicia, and brought 
along ^Yl^h ^hem the knowledge and induftry of 
hofe countries; but of all tbc Af.atic colonics, 

iliri^ flourindng and happy that 

had a turn for commerce, ^ 

her firft {hips cither in car- 
> g on trade with Afia, or in planting as 
many colonies as Greece in her infancy might 
have received from thence : but tliefe emigrations 
involved them m wars. The Perfians, living un- 
der 
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dcr an arbitrary government, would not even Tuf-n 
fer anv free people to fettle on the confines ol the 
fea, and the Satraps mculcitcd into the Great 
King the dodnne ot unncrfal fiaverj. Inis vva> 
the fource ot all the wars m Afia lilmor, where 
the Athenians found means to make all the infular 
and inantimc ftates either their allies or their iub- 
jecls. Athene enlarged her commerce by her vic- 
tories, and her power by her commerce All the 
arts made their appearance in Greece at the fame 
time, together witn the luxury of Afia. ' 
CoMMERCL, agriculture, and the means of 
popufaMon, were introduced into Sicil) by the 
Greeks and the Carthaginians. Rome, who be- 
held theirprogrcE with a jealous c\e, feized upon 
that ifland which was dellmed to fupplj it with 
fubtiftence; and, having driven out the tv^o na- 
tions that contended for the fovercignt) of it, at- 
tacked firft one, and then the other. From the 
moment that Carthage was deflroyed, Greece ne- 
cciTanly trembled for her fate. But it was Alex- 
ander who marked the way for the Romans , nor 
was It pofliblc, perhaps, that the Greeks could 
have been fubdued by a foreign power, if they 
had not firft conquered each other Commerce 
IS fmall) deftroyed by the riches it accumulates, 
as power is by it’s own conquefis, and when tne 
commerce of the Greeks had failed m the Medi- 
terranean, It no longer fubfided m any part of 
the known world 

The Greeks, by improving upon all the fci- 
cnccs and arts they had received from the Eg)p- 
nans and Tynans, elevated human rcafon to a 
high degree of pcrfeflion but u has been reduced 
fo low bv the lubfcqucnt revolutions ot empires, 
that in all probabiUi) it will never rife again to 
the fame ftanUard Tbcir admirable inftituiions 
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picnt of rational knoulcd^c. Tliey promoted an n O o K 
Intcrcourlc bct^^ee^ dificrcnt nations, not by ^ ^ 
uniting them with the ties of commerce, but by 
impofing upon them the fame joke of fubordina- 
tion. Uhey rataged tlie globe, which, when re- 
duced to fubjedion, they left m a ft?te rather of 
lethargy than iranqmllit). Their dcfpotifm and 
military goternment opprefied the people, e\tm- 
guilhed the powers of genius, and degraded the 
human race. 

Const \N TINE pafre-d two laws, which, though 
Montcfquieu has not ventured to reckon them 
among the caufes of the decline of the empire, 
threw every thing into ftil! greater diforder. 

The firft, dilated by imprudence and fanaticifm, 
though It appeared to be the effeft of humanity, 
affords a proof that great innovations are often 
attended with much danger, and that the origi- 
nal Tights of mankind cannot always be made the 
ftandard of government. B) this law, all Haves 
who fhould embrace chnftunitj, were allowed 
their freedom. Thus, while tlK/c who had hi- 
therto dragged on a prccanou* cxiRcnce, were 
reinftated in their primitive rights, the hate was 
weakened , becaute the propritiors of large Irafts 
of land were deprived of the number of hands, 
neceffarj for their imp-ovcment, "id were fot 
fome time reduced to the mod evtreme indigence. 

On the other hand, the new converts, having no 
property tbenffclvcs, or an) certain means of 
fubiihence, v ere not able to evert themfehea m 
favour of the hate, fo as to repair the injury 
which the government had done to their maders. 

It IS equall) in pofiible thit they fiiould have had 
an) attachmert to a date which did not afford 
them fubfillence, or to \ religion, which the ir- 
rcfidible defire of liberty alone had induced them 

to 
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' rfia. paganifm 

men Ivh f'"' "’<:>■= 'hus inliabitcd by 

fete 1 “"‘I 

Rate, was no longer fccured by the folcmn tics of 

rehE,on nor by the oaths of allegiance Having 

had^' mm"° >'>=/ 

tny who IhiyTA*" “F"® ''’'m to repel an cnc- 

they were on 1 ^ “ government with which 

iney were no longer conneaed. 

ivhtnTerrTfh^A of 'fe north, 

thing ‘^O’P'-O. found 

in Pot,na fottoov their invafion. Haraffed 

Itad migrated ’from‘'GreaI 

temporary polfellion of artary, they took a 

ruined 7111 ^^ ^ Provinces already 

congueVo'f of ‘■“'“-=‘>"’2 


S!’ /rivl'n/^^each' 

«nued. From thit ^ Romans had formerly 
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It. 


dokntc, \\hich mud for man) ages base been the BOOK, 
pnmar) (late ol the human race, derived luile * 
advantage from the fcniht) of their foil, * 

their mduftry wis e\haufltd m the employments 
of a favigc lift. Intis of coumrj, at no gicat 
diftance, were to them of as little importance, as 
if they had not exifled , nor had tjicy any further 
I novvledge of their neighbours, than ns they hap- 
pened to excite their fc ir^ or their enmity 

Inc accounts given by feme writers of the 
wealth and fplendour of the feventh century, arc 
as tabulous as all the other miraculous things we 
read of m the Inftory of thofc times liie cloth- 
ing then in ule was of (kins and coarfc woollen , 
tne conveniences of life were not known Bold 
tnd fohd edifices were indeed creeled, which 
prove to what a degree of perlcftion an art may 
be earned, when it is the clle€l of the fucccffivc 
nnd continual elforts of the uaMon that invented 
It But an architeflure fprung up m the forefts of 
the Druids, from an imitation of the trees, which, 
fliooiing up into the air, form very acute angled 
arche*!, and the branches of which bend down 
and are interwoven wjth each other, was not 
calculated to convey an idea either of the alllu- 
ence or tafte of the age Neither much money, 
nor much knowledge of the a ts, is required to 
pile up heaps of Hone by the liands of flares 
One inconlelljblc proof of the indigence of the 
people was, that taxes were levied m kind, and 
that even the contributions, which the inferior 
tlicir fuptriors, confided ot pro* 

vifions 

IfiF fuperdition that prevailed, mcreifed the- 
general darknef uh fophifms and fubtletj it 
laid the foundation of a falfi, dicnce, with which 
It filled the mmds of men, to the dctriirent of 

real 



,2 HISTORY or snrn.EMrNTS and trade 

BOO Krcat knowledge. In tlic eighth, nndtlic bcgitinin, 
of the nintli century. Home, no longer lljc capi 
^ ^tal of the mailers of the univerfe, attempted l 
cxcrcifc her antUority as before, in depoOng o 
making kings, deprived of inhabitants and fo 
dicrs, by dmi of opinions and religious tctict 
alone, (he afpired to univcrfal monarchy. By he 
management, princes were excited to take u 
arms againll cacli other, people againft llicir king; 
and kings agalnft. their people. All merit roi 
filled in making war, and all virtue in obejin 
the church. 'Ihc dignity of monarclts was di 
graded the claims of Home, which infpired 
contempt for princes, without exciting the lo^ 
of liberty. Literature was then compriftd itt 
few abfurd romances, and fonic melancholy talc 
the ofispring of cloiftercd indolence. '1 Ins cot 
tributed to entertain that dcjcQion of Jpirit, at 
that propenfity to the marvellous, fo favourab 
to the intcrefts of fuperflition. 

The face of the globe was again changed by tv 
other nations. A people pouring in from Seam 
navla, and the Cimbrian Cherfonefus fpread thet 
fclvcs to the north of Lurope, which on the foul 
ern fide Was haraOed by the Arabs. ' The form 
were difciplcs of Wodin, the latter of Mohat 
med; men who bad equally diCufed the f^ana 
cifin of conqucll with that of religion. Cliarl 
magne Tubduedone of thefc nations ^ and inai 
tained his giound againll the other. Thefeinl 
b'uanis of the north, called Saxons or Normal 
were indigent, ill armed and undifciplmcd, 
favage roannen., and dri%cn to combat and 
death by tnirery and fupcraition. Charlcmag 
was dcUrous of compclhiig them to change tl 
rciig'on which rendered them Co terrible, tor i 
Other svlucU would dirpofe them to obedien. 
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lie wtis obliged to wade through fcas of bldod, BOOK, 
and the crofs was erefted on heaps of flain. He . ^ 

waslefs fuccef&ful againll the Arabs, conquerors 
of Afia, Africa, and Spain, and could nqt gain 
a footing beyond i(ic Pyrenean mountains. 

The neceffity of rcpulfing the Arab«, but cf- 
pecially the Normans, occafioned the revival of 
naval enterprizes in Turope. Charlemagne in 
Trance, AUred the Great in England, and fome 
cities of Italy, built ihips ; and thefc firft attenjpts 
towards navigation revived for a fliort time mari- 
time commerce, Charlemagne eftabhfhed great 
fairs, the principal of which was at Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle. This is the method of trading among peo- 
ple where commerce is ftill in iPs iniancy. 

The Arabs, in the mean time, laid the foun- 
dations of the moft extenfive commerce that had 
been known fiuce the times of Athens and Car- 
thage. It is true, this was not fo much owen to 
the lights of cultitated reafon, and to the pro- 
grefs of a good adminiftration, as to the extent of 
their powder, and the nature of the country they 
■poflefled. Maders of Spain, of Africa, of Afix 
Jlinor, of Perfia, and part of India, they intro- 
duced reciprocal exchanges, from one region to 
another, of the commodities in different parts of 
their vaff empire. They extended thcmfclves gra- 
dually as for as the Moluccas and to China, fome- 
times as traders, fometimes as mifiionaries, fre- 
quently as conquerors. 

Soon after this, the Venetians, Genoefe, and 
Arabs of Barcelona, went to Alexandria to buy 
up the merchandize of Africa and India, and dif- 
■pofed of it in Europe. The Arabs, enriched by 
commerce, and fated with conqueff, were no 
longer the fame people who buint the Alexan- 
drian library. They cultivated the arts and polite 

literature. 
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llic Venetians had n more exicnfive demand for B o o K 
the goods the) brought from the caft; and the, ^ 
Arabs themfeUcs earned fomc of them into'" J 

Trance, England, and e\cn into German). 

These povreri had at that period neither flip- 
ping nor manufaflures j thc) laid reftraints upon 
commerce, and the characlcr of a merchant w aj* m 
no degree of cflimation. This ufcful fet of men 
were nc^c^ refpefled among the Homans They 
treated their merchants with as much contempt as 
their pla) ers, courtusans, baftarda, fla\ cs, and gla-. 
diators. The political f) flcin, cftabliflicd through- 
out Europe b) the power and ignorance of the 
northern nations, inuft ncceflanl) ha\c confirmed 
a prejudice, which owed it*s nfc to a barbarous 
pndc. Our anceftors had the abfurdit) to adopt, 
oilhebafisof their go\ernmcni, a pnncipV de- 
fttuflue of all focict) , a contempt for ufcful 
labour. The on!j perfons man} degree of cfii- 
mation were the lords of manors, or fuch ai 
had diflinguiflicd themfehes m battle. The no- 
bles, It IS well hnown, were fo man) pctt\ fo^c- 
rtigns, A^ho abufed their own power, and oppofed 
that of the monarch The barons were fond of 
parade, avaricious, whimfical, and poor. Son c- 
timcs the) mMted the merchants into their little 
flatc», and at others extorud monev from them. 

In thefe barbarous times were cfiablinicd the fc- 
\cral duties of tolls, of export and import, of 
paflage, of quarters, of cichcat, and oilier op- 
prclTions without number. All the bridges and 
higUwa)Swerc opened or (lopped up at t''cwiU 
of the prince or his > afials. T be firil elements of 
commerce were fo totally unknown, that it was 
Cuflomar) to fix the price of commodities. The 
merchants were often pillaged, and alwavs lU paid 
by the Knights and barons. T radc vra» o-ried on 
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themfelves amends for the dangers andlnortifi*B o O K 
cations they were expofed to in carr^'ing on 
commerce, which was looked upon as odious and^'"''’”^ 
unlawful, the Jews abandoned themfelves to the 
moft cxccllive rapacity. They were obliged to 
add to the price of money which may be efti- 
mated by the wants of the perfon who borrows, 
by the credit of him who lends, and by a number 
oi other circumftances, the price of infamy, 

Avhich is cither of little value, or for which there 
can be no compenfation. They became objefts 
of univerfal deteftatian. Perfccutcd, pillaged, and 
proferibed, they invented bills’of exchange, which 
fccured the remains of their fortunes. The clergy 
declared the exchange ufurious, but it was of too 
great utility to be abolifhed. One of the effcfls 
it produced was to make the merchants more in- 
dependent of the prince, who treated them better, 
apprehending that' they might tranfport their 
riches into other countries. 

The Italians, who arc better known by the 
name of Lombards, were the 6rft who took ad- 
vantage of this early change of ideas. Tbey 
formed fmall communities, and procured the pro- 
teSion of feme Hates, who, on their account, 
difpenfed Avith the laws againft ftrangers, which, 
had been made in the barbarous ages. By virtue 
of this indulgence, they became agents for all the 
fouthern parts of Europe. ' 

The inhabitants of the north began liken ife to 
awake from their lethargy ; but their recovery 
was later, and effcflcd with greater difficulty. 
Hamburgh and Lubec, basing attempted to open 
a trade m the Baltic, were obliged to unite for 
their mutual defence againft tlic pirates who in- 
fefted thofe lathudes. Tlic fuccefs of this little 
. combination encouraged other towns to enter 
VoL. I. C into 
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BOOKintotbc confederacy} in a fhort time, iliis vrU' 
\ I* ^ compofed of fourfcorc cities, whicli bad either 
obtained or purebafed the privilege of being go- 
verned by their own laws, and tonned a line of 
communication from tlic Baltic to tlic llhinc.- 
This afibciation, which was the firfl modern one 
that adopted a regular fyftcm of commerce, fup- 
plied the Lombards with naval ftorcs and other 
merchandife of the north,' in exchange for tlic 
produce of Afia, Italy, and other fouthern coun- 
tries, 

* Flavdcus was the fccne of thefe fortunate 
tranfa£kions ; but it was not to jt^s fituation alone 
that it ovicd a dlllindion fo favourable to it^s in- 
terefls ; this muft likcwifc be attributed to it'» 
numerous manufaaurcs of fine cloth, and -parti- 
cularly of tapeftry; which laft affords a proof 
how little the arts of drawing and perfpeftive 
were then known. By thefe advantageous circum- 
the Low-Countries became the richeft, 
tli^c molt populous, and the bell cultivated part 
ot Luropc, . ^ j. 

- i'llE Qauriniing condition of the inhabitants of 
“nti fo™= republics, 
avho otvcd'thcrprorperityto their freedom, en- 

Sehs i'n 'h' ®“- 

h^d hnher, K dominions the right of cifizens 

BS’roon-,?^ ‘■“'’j'®* 

had larerim declared free, and 

Srofein^^"'” onbeiations, 

The rovcreim,f ™Tn >>'"7 acquired riches, 
harem ThLI f ^IToWations to the 

and the third order of citizens, 

* tuc Hate Was reftored to 
.. , .the 
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the privilege of being admitted to the national B o o K 
aflembly, . . 

Montesquieu attributes to Chriflianity the 
honour of having abohlhed flavcry ; but we ven- 
ture to differ from him. When induftry and 
riches prevailed -among the people, the princes 
began to hold them in fome cllimation j when 
the fovcrcign could avail himfclf of the riches of 
tii& people, to gain advantages over the barons, 
laws were framed to put the people In a better 
condition, ft was through that found policy, 
which commerce always introduces, and not 
through the fpirit of tlie Chriftlan religion, that 
Kings were induced to beftow freedom upon the 
flavcs of their vaffals, becaufe thofc flaves, when 
made free, became fubjefts. Pope Alexander III., 
it IS true, declared that Chriilians were to be ex- 
empt from fervitudej but this declaration was 
made merely to plcafc. the kings of France an*d 
England, who were defirous of humbling their 
vaflals. Had he been infpired by the love of juf- 
ticc and humanity, he would not have faid that 
the Chriflian alone, but that Man in general, 
was not born for flavcry. He would have faid, 
that the perfon, who is a voluntary flavc, ii a 
coward; that there arc no lawful drains to bind 
an unwilling flavc ; that he, who is not able to 
break, thefe chains by force, is innocent in deli- 
vering himfclf from them by flight ; and that his 
pretended maftcr is an afiaflm, if hc^fhould puniflt 
with death an action to which nature gives a 
fandion. But theChriflian rcligionof the Church 
ol 7tcme is ‘lo lar from proliibiring flavcry, that, 
in the catliohc countries of Germany, as in Bohe- 
nua and Pol.nid, where the people arc extremely 
bigoted to that communion, thev arc ftill flavcs ; 
and tlic cccld.allical jDrifdiftiotis in ihcfc parts 
C a have 
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DOOKliavcftill their bondfmen, as they formerly hat! 
in r ranee, vhhout incurring the cenfure of the 
church. 

Ik Italy, one might perceive the dawn of more 
prorperous days. The republics of Pifa, Genoa, 
and Florence, were ellablilhed on the wifeft 
principles : the faflions of the Guelphs and Gib- 
behnes, which had for fo many ages laid wallc 
tlieic delightful countries, svere at length ap- 
pealed : trade flouriflied, and confcqucntly Icam- 
■Jig would foon be introduced.' Venice was in 
ic height of It’s glory; it’s navy, which eclipfed 
that of It 8 neighbours, checked the progrefs of 
the maritime power of the Maminclucs and the 
Vnroni nil the 

werennm”’'"'”^!".'®^"’’"'’ '"''■hbitantS 
were numerous, and it’s riches iinmenfe; the re- 

eomem''';h “‘I people were 

richer r„^ ''°™'*'cd money of the 

richer fabjeets, from motives, not of ncccdity, 

nle rfho’’?' ^ ^ P™’ 
Fndividnab“r'' r rich 

invitine them r'*"' n"r government, by 

inthe^liefuX I'’’"'' 

nufoftures «r nil- ' ij* there were ma- 

foreigners with fupplied 

ver 4rrth;tfc'* ™ Sf -d 
that time - Thp ones, of 

eajravagance in haring gol'n^^nr" T""'"''' 
Other utcnfils of tti.. k 

not, liowever wi W 'I'^^y were 

laid no reftraint on a fDcciir^f 7 

the fums exD(>nct..ei of luxury, by which 

The noblemen unUedT" tlL Rate, 

the opulence of Venice revl? °7?. fpicqdour; 
Athens; and npon the whri'^'.t^tf.^agnifi- 

ccncc 



IN THE E\ST AND WEST INDIES, 


ccncc as well as elegance in their luxury : the BOOK 
people were ignorant, but the nobles ^\crc cn. *■ ^ 
lightened: the government oppofed the ailcmpis 
ol the popes with firmnefsand prudence. Siamo 
Veneziantj pci Cbrijiiam, faid one of their fenators, 
who exprelTcd in thefc words thd fenfe of the 
whole fcnaie ; for at that early period they dc- 
bafed the pricllhood, though they Ihould rather 
hate made it ufcful to morality; which, however, 
was more rigid and pure among the Venetians 
than among the other people of Italy. Their 
troops were very different from thofc mifcrablc 
whofc name was fo mucli more terrible 
than their arms. Venice was the feat of pohtc- 
nefs ; and focicty was then under lefs reftraint 
from flatc inquifiiors, than U has been fmee the 
republic began to be jealous of the power of it^s 
neighbours, and diffident of it*8 own flrength. 

In the fifteenth centur)’, Italy far furpaffed the 
other ftates of Europe. The moft extravagant 
and moft perfccutmg fpirit of fupcrllition, which 
fupplied the place of every kind of merit, and 
occafioned fo many fecrct artifices and cruel op- 
preffions, was, however, the means of rclcafing 
Spain gradually from the Arabian yoke ; it*s fevc- 
ral provinces had lately been united by the mar- 
riage of Ferdinand and Ifabclla, and the conqucll 
of Granada ; and it’s power was even equal to that 
of France. The fine wool of Cafiile and Leon 
was prepared at Sego\ia, and the cloths manufiic- 
tured from it were fold all o\cr Europe, and even 
in Afia. The perpetual efforts the Spaniards were 
obliged to make to preferve their liberty, Infpircd 
them with lefolution and confidence ; their fuc- 
cefs had ele\’ated their minds ; and, being unen- 
lightened, they abandoned thcmfelves to all the 
cnthufiafm of chivalry and religion. Confined to 

ape- 
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B 0^0 K a peninfula, 'and having no immediate intercourfc 
they defpifed them ; and dif- 
played that fort of proud dlfdain, which, either 
among ind.vidua s or communities, is ufually the 
charaacnllic of Ignorance. They w erectile only 
people that mamtamed a Handing Ldy of infan- 
^ ' Having been for ma- 

nLihl! r™ lo'dieryiwas indif- 

Turopc. «tttes of 

of "'"'y of ‘>’0 fttratt kind 

dan tha, Kgulated 

conduftcH *'’0 adminillration was 
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V Emraev anS ''I"”'*’ °f ‘Ite raa. 
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People of France, crowincr lefs'dc- 
m "'“fftttilf become, 

ind tZ, 'eS’^T' "tote aftlve: 

tnerce could not^if'’, '•’ 11 ,'’“' '"‘“"'“ty and com- 
mull 6f courfc makrif' 0 “ R=afo" 

ntidlt of thofe coraihotloL“ ’ V n ’’''“Stefs in' the 
Cd by the gfeat, and uSTh 
devoted to the mnft tT of a prince 

The barons were diftino^in"'!!"''’'," fttpetHition. 
'age pomp ; their reveno f *’>’ '’'t'f f"' 

to entertain' in their fube f""""' faffi"'™' 
without employment wh^ °f S"ntlenicn 

the fovereign and the law "’em againll 

table were immoderate- ■|".'t'P'="acs of their 
f'^'a jf "'"‘’kthcrcare ftill ton^'" '"‘tkarous lux- 
^'ded no encourageineiit 10 '° temains, af- 
Hut neither tlie mfnnc^ " ‘ “"f "f "fHul arts, 
"mes partook of that deccncv ’f °f 

0»C) which UiQinguiflies 
the 
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the fuperior ranks of citizens, and procures themB o o K 
refpeft from the reft. Notwithllanding the cour«. ^ 
tefy enjoined to the knights, coarfe and rough 
manners ftill prevailed among the great ; the na- 
tion had then the fame charaftcr of inconfiftence 
it has fince preferved, and which a nation will ev'cr 
have, whofe morals and cudoms arc not conform- 
able to the laws. The councils iffued innumera- 
ble, and frequently contradiftory edifts ; but the 
prince readily difpenfed with the obfervance of 
them. By this cafy difpofition of the fovercign, 
the inconvenience which would have arifen from 
a multitude of laws inconfidcrately made by the 
‘French minidry, have been happily prevented. 

England, lets opulent, and lefs indudrious 
thart France, was compofed of infolent barons, 
dcfpotic bilhops, arid a people who were tired of 
•their yoke ;• a certain relUefs dlfpefition prevailed 
in the nation, which mud ncceflarily, fooncr or 
later, lead them on to •liberty. This charaftcr 
owed it’s rife to the abfurd tyranny of William 
the Conqueror, and the cruel difpofition of fevcral 
of his fucceffors. The intolerable abufc of power 
had made the Englilh extremely jealous of their 
fovercigns ; the very name of king carried with 
it the idea of terror ; and thefe fentiments, tranf- 
milted from father to fon, afterwards laid the 
foundation of that form of government they now 
have the happinefs to enjoy. The long conten- 
tion between the houfes of York and Lancafter, 
while it railed a martial fpirit and an impatience 
of flavery, involved the nation, at the fame time, 
in poverty and confufion. The Englilh wool was 
then manufaSured in Flanders, and was c.xportcd, 
as well as it’s lend and tin, in veCTcls belonging to 
the Ilanfc Towns. The principles of navigation, 
of internal policy, jurifprudcnce, luxur)', and the 
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3 o o Kfine arts, were entirely unknown in England ; at 

■"^mulik^de °™burthened with a 

multitude of rich convents and hofpitals Thefc 

idlenpfs nr,A u u ot the common people; 

ii/X.s&Tctr""""'"'"' 

quar?e'ls'b«wien'"th‘ agitated by 

and bv iniem ampcrors and the popes, 

anioy a bate of begun to 

p"aeIof anaro? 0^“^" had taken 

tenbve co^’"’ ?"“* ‘"habitants of this err- 
and commeree’ were veS'^ drangers to wealth 
and acricuhitpi 'cried m the arts of war 
neighbours nehhpr 

siiSS^Pr — 

manswercTan^."'/"'""' oflibcrty, the Ger- 

antirely confin " ’,„X'T“ ‘"dadry were 
towns included in the Hnor o ""d to the 

of Hanover and Saxonv wof" the mines 

money was fcarce ■ " 0 “', 5^' difcovered ; 

drangers, nor had the nr dt'd a few liorfes to 
traffic of the human fnoo'"''^'^* 7" introduced the 
table, andavarS5”‘«i ‘he cMpences of the 
articles of luxury - , ho were the only 

toxicated themfcl^cs with clergy in* 

'trnraent; it -nas wlth 'fn“‘ difturbing the go- 
• gentry were dtOuaded fp ^’fficult) that tlic 

•"'th robbing on the Idghwarr"''!’®- 

b**nn)3j ihcir manners 

were 
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\tcTC favagc, and, during the two fucceeding cen-B o o K 
turlcs, the German troops were morcdiflinguini- . 
cd by their cruelties than by their difeipline and 
bravery. 

The northern countries had made lefs progrefs 
than Germany. Opprefled by the nobles and 
priclls, the inhabitants no longer retained that cn- 
thufiaftic love of glory with which the religion of 
Wodin had formerly infpircd them ; nor were 
they yet acquainted with thofe wife inlliiutions 
•which fomc of them have fince borrowed from 
better forms of government.- Their power %vas 
fo inconfiderable, that a finglc Hanfe Town was 
capable of intimidating the three potentates of 
the north. They recovered their national im- 
portance after the reformatibn, and under ilie au- 
fpices of Frederic and Guftams Vafa, 

The 'lurks were ftrangers to the fcience of go- 
vernment: they had no know ledge of tlie arts, nor 
tafte /or commerce : but the Janinbrics were the 
beft troops in the world j and there wanted but 
one finglc verfe to be added to the Coran, to 
make thofe people, over whom religion has hi- 
therto had fo much inRuence, become the maf- 
ters of the world. If Mohammed, after having 
faid, Thou JIjuU return to the enemy the month of 
calamity for the month of calamity^ had added : And 
thou Jhalt defplfe the vain knoviledge of the Jlranger ; 
the art of war n the only one thou jhalt learn from 
hm\ the freedom of Europe would then have 
been at an end. Whofoever fhall teach the per- 
fcQion of the militaiy' art to the Turks, will be 
the common enemy of all nations. The Janif- 
farics, thofe attendants on a defpot whom they 
keep in awe, or to whom they infure refpeft ; 
whom they fix upon the throne, or firanglc at 
plcafurc, had at that time feme great men for 

their 
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E o o K Ihtir Icatlrrs. 'J-hcy fubrcrtcd tlic empire of (he 
^ who were infatuated with thcoloey, and 
nupiliLcl by fupernuion. Some of (he inhabit- 
ants of this mild climaie, who ciiliiiaied litera- 
ture and the arts, abanddned their fubiueated 
country, and took refuge in Italy ; whither they 
ttcre lollowed by manufaflurers and trader/. 
Competency, peace, profperity, the ambition of 
ca-cellmg in every accomphnimcnt, and the dc- 
lire of new plrafores, which is iiifpired bv good 
Eovernraents, favoured the reiival of letters m 
the country of the ancient Uoinans ; and the 
Greeks brought to the Italians a belter knowledge 

ione^Mwe f'"- » 

hS^neonV "ns nf little ufe while 

ndo'^enci “ "nte of poverty and 

nnd the arts had 

Ss we^y, "fOudy prevailed, and the an- 

•aRumedaehartaer riie^beTa!'“ 
fent mom»»n» r ***c beft adapted to the pre- 
•onrage Z ’ "o longer to en- 

inateriall) bee^rubfcrv'CT i'"'' '“n® “"I*” 

proteatd polite tiler,., ’’nr intercfts. She 

depended Ce on f"ch of the arts as 

TOoft Ignorant pried is welU™ ''‘’"’/onfon. 'file 
•9t|ons of a terrihu a ' that reprefent- 

deniaJ, auflcrux mH ‘nortification, felf- 

inmds ot^mcn bv '‘/cendant a\er the 

g'ous natters.’ But 
expedients have but httWff a 

8-nr,ehinpeae2t„ttte?ord:^en';ry! 

jpj; 
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ing themfelves ; they diflike the dull road of life, B O O ^ 
and are eager in their purfuit of pleafures. "When , , 

fairs began to be cftabliOied, with entertainments 
of fports, dancing, and other recreations, the 
clergy, 'who obferved that the love of feftivity 
'made the people lefs religious, prohibited thefe 
fports, and excommunicated thofc who bore a part 
in them. But finding that no regard was paid to 
their cenfures, they changed their plan, and de- 
termined to take thefe amufements into their own 
hands. Such was the origin of facred comedy. 

The death of St. Catherine, acked by the monks 
of St, Denys, rivalled the fuccefs of the players, 

Iklufic was introduced into the churches and 
even farces were exhibited there. The fcftivals 
• called la Fite da feux 6* de LMnr, if det hnecent^ 
proved as entertaining to the people, as the farces 
that were afled in the public places. It often 
happened, that, attraded by the mere love of 
amufement, they left the dances of the Gypfics, 
to join in the proceilion for the feflival of St, 

John. As the Italians improved in politencfs, 
their pleafures became more refined \ and the de- 
cency that was introduced into their common 
fealls and public entertainments, afforded lefs 
pretence For the cenfures of the priefts, and pro- 
cured them a toleration. The merit of being able 
to read, had been long confined to this clafs of 
men ; but when it became a more general accom- 
plinimcnt, they could no longer a\’ail themfebes 
of this diftinclion: and finding that learning was 
the road to fame, theywere ambitious of finning 
in Yiterary purtuus. The popes, who cnjo)ed an 
opulent and peaceful fovcrcignty in the volup- 
tuous regions of Italy, laid afidc their aufierity. 

Their court became an agreeable one. The cul- 
lUaiion of literature was confidcred as anew ex- 
pedient 



=8 HISTORY OF SCTTLEMCNTS AND TRADE 

E 0^0 K pedient to ellablifli their authority over the minds 
I — *Een Genius was cherillied, and marks of 
honour were conferred upon great artifts Ra- 
phael died but a Ihort time before he was to have 
been created a cardlml , and Petrarch had the 
honours of a triumph As little conformable as 
IS good taile, and thefe new amufements, may 
appear to the fpirit of the gofpcl, they were evi- 
dent y calculated to promote the intcrcft of the 

papal throne The fine arts and learning ferve 
to ornarnent this ecclefiaftical ftruaure, but phi 
lofophy dcmohlhcs it fhus, while the church 
P°'''b hteraiure and the fine 

difcountcnanccd the more accurate fci- 

Sronh "' with laurels , but 

philofophcrs were pcrfecutcd Galileo from his 

Srinh t^ih^' Talfo carried in tri 

l“aTbeeVc^^e'^';‘otles''’°'' 

lhould''i'r„Trr‘'"5 ’wtning 

The church fn "’“'■‘‘'''y reafon 

pains to =■’' ™agmable 

M ure had P«nd,ples of jufiice which 

max m “^lakind The fingle 

J^Sry’cf aU •'>= fd''- 

all foemty and pubi 

ever, had for a Tnn„ . ® maxim, how 

"ith that horrid doftrinr 
muted but enjoined hatred Ind ' "°r P" 
•wards all whole rebirioiw ™ “ perfeculion to 

able to thofe of the Komilh^'h'""!""^''^ agrcc- 
a fpecies of cxD anon y^dteh Indulgences, 
for all crimes, or if anv th.'' Pmehafed 

monllrous, for crimes to h "’“to 

difpenfations for brcakino r '.I"'"”!*'"* f"'"to . 

of the pontiir, thoucli t^cv°'*^ c “""""et 
uougn they were of the fame re- 
ligion , 
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ligion; that article of belief which teaches, that® 0^0 ^ 
the merit of the juft may be transferred to the 
wicked j vices of all kinds exemplified in the 
lives of the popes, and other religious perfons, 
who ought to have fet examples to the people ; 
above alt, that greateft reproach to humanity, the 
inquifition : all thefe horrid enormities made Eu- 
rope appear to be rather the haunt of tygers and 
ferpents, than a vaft country inhabited or culti- 
vated by men. ‘ ^ ' 

Such was the ftate of Europe, when the Por- 
tuguefe monarch, at the head of an aflive, gene- 
rous and intelligent people, furrounded by neigh- 
bours who ftill preyed upon each other, formed 
a plan of extending his dominions by fea ‘and 
land. • ‘ 


: It was an opinion generally prevailing, that itFlrfltoj*- 
was impolTible to fail acrofs the Atlantic Occ.m j 
and that the weftern coafls of Africa, fcorched by Buefelwo 
the torrid zone,' were unirihabitable. This pre* 
judicc might have been removed by confulting”.jj7up. 
fomc writings of antiquity, which had been faved pofed tC 
from the dcftrufti> e hand of time, and the devaf- J 
rations of ignorance : but men at that period were formwty 
not fuflicicnily converfant with thefe learned''^"- 
works, 10 difeover truths in them which arc not 


very diftinftly fpoken of. . Our information upon 
thefe important objefls, was to proceed from the 
INIoors and the Arabs, who had already comtqu* 
nicated fq much knowledge to Europe. Thefe 
people, f.ii!ing acrofs a fca that was deemed im- 
pratlicablc, drew immenfe riches from a country 
luppofed to be on fire. Some expeditions under* 
taken to Barbary brought the fourcc of their good 
fortune to light ; and it was refolvcd to go in 
fearch of it. This projeftwas formed adven- 
turers of all nations; but Henry, fon ot John 1. 

J king 
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n 0 0 Klong of Portugal, was the'only one who adopted 
t— ineafures in the purfuit of it. • , 

1 himfclf of, the little know 

Icdge which was preferved among the Arabs. At 
h un obfervatory was etta- 

bhlhed by his orders, where Ihc young noblemen 
inflruacd. ®He had a 
a'*’' '"'-“‘io" of the Adro- 
wntane, of the ad- 

whTeh® tb i"”? ‘ ‘’>0 eompafs, 

ver be’e^ anl ''fd ne- 

Thia nn™ 1° '5' P.“'P°fos of navigation. • 
. 1 T iia pilots, who lludicd under his direflion, 

learned men f“'”= 

of .1, -a j " oonfidered as the poor remains 

foi fti'on"'*. Atalantis Ch' "!■ 

they fay upcn .thrS ' Ayr 

‘ o\cr tlic iflandc ; I ' having gone 

‘ pillari of Hcrcnlcr**!-^ neighbourhood of the 
*crs, * we proceed to ^ hrft of ihcfc wri- 

‘ further advanced in *hicli arc 

‘ the well. In the fea' hnrd Eomg towards 
‘ llicrc is one very famoui j*" "P"" f-yh'a, 

‘ of fcvcral dart fail fronrthe'e'^ “■' ‘*'‘>“"00 

Diououos thtn rnUw * ’^^niincnt.* 
manners, lavss, fcriilitv population, 

of tJiii jfland ; after wlVirl. » ’’‘^‘'^^rknblc things 

.‘ 't the molI ".n' '"V''‘‘"^ 

' illand wai dlrcotcrtd bv antupiity, tliis 

; potfed the pillar, S- llVe'l' 

•he ocean. Near fhcrrnin’’ »">'*> 

'Ole pill, us sis^j, 

• Gadcira 
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* Gadcira or Cndix.' They bad failed through BOOK 

* the feas beyond the pillars, and along the coaft . 

‘!of Lybia, when they were overtaken by a vio- 
‘.Icntllorm, which threw them out at fca mto' 

* the main ocean. After having experienced fc* 
veral days of bad neathcr,. they arrived at, the* 

* aforementioned ifland. They publifhed an ac- 
*. count of this voyage; and formed ilic ptojef^* 

‘ .of a fettlemcnt in this new country ; but the 

Carthaginians oppofed it, apprehending that h 

* would depopulate their country.*, ‘ > 

Let us now confidcr.what is become of this 

ifland, -which Is no longer to be found. We may 
perhaps learn this from Plato. . ' » ' ( 

..Ik his- dialogue imitlcd Timmus, Critiasiad- 
drefles himfclf to Socrates in the following terms? 

*:Sol< 3 n was the ’intimate friend of Dropidas our 
anceftor. Dropidas regretted much that public 

* affairs had diverted Solon from the turn he had 

* for poetry, and had pTCvcntcd him from finlfli- 

* ing his poem upon the Atalantis. lie had 
‘.brought the fubjcS.of it with , him from his 

* voyage into Egypt. , Solon ufed to^ fay, that 
‘ the inhabitants of Sais, a city rnnated at the 
‘ point of the Delta, at the .place •where the 
‘ Nile diNidcs itfclf into two branches, thought 

ihemfelves to be fprung from the Adienlans, 

‘ whofc lance, fword, buckler, .and other arms 
‘ they had preferved among them. T'o this opi- 
‘ nion p^e^aihng in the ifland, lie attributes the 
‘ honours he rccencd from the inhabitants ; there 
‘ it .was that this. Icgiflator, poet, and philofo- 

* with the and enrer- 

‘ taining them with accounts of'Promctheus the 

* firfl of .mankind, of Niobc, of the, deluge of 

* Deucalion, and.other (imdar traditions, one of 
‘ the priefls exclaimed, “ O SoJon,.Solon I you 

Greeks 
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B 0^0 K “ Greeks are fiill in a ftate of infancy ; there is ' 
, — ^ — , not a iingle old man amonglf you. You niif- 
take emblematical fables for faas. You have 
no knowledge but of one deluge, which how- 
ever has been preceded by many others. It is 
a long time fincc Athens hath exiltcd. It is a 
ong time that it hath been civilized. It is a 
cc name hath been famous in 

. £>PI on account of exploits of which you are' 
Ignorant, and the hillory of which is configned' 
„ y “'■‘^^''os. There it is that you may in- 
farm yourfelf of the antiquities of your city.” 

*'“''"'8 explained in a very 
yonner the caufes of the 

•mg manner : 

•• th?Mr " learn howglorloufly 

« mia'kr ' in ancient times fubducd a for- 

“ rTne ai??f"' 'u ” ‘“"'f 

•• riiTrsTtr *’y\P“‘l'l=n irruption of war- 

“ ocnonte fitutited 

“ PdL? of T“* '‘teight called the 
" fea I, fnrrounded by this 

“ nnd Lybia taken mgX°r"; Sf"”’'' 

“ trv 'and the- ftw.: u. . Between this coun- 
“ other fmaller iflandt “ number of 

" to you,'o™[m inX*'!?'' / 1’"" fpeaking 

“ by confederate rXreiCTs'‘"7’ Soverned 

“ of their’s, thev feiveu® expedition 

“ EgyptonineMe ^ P?" 

“ cqumrics as far ’as “P°" 

” Haves, and vour anrenZ"^^"‘“’ tvcrc all 
“ recovered o'er libcrtv P'rfonswho 

feated 
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" feated them. But a greater misfortune thanBOOK 
this {lill awaited them. A flrort time after,. ^ 
“ theirwholeifiand was funk; and this territory,^ 

“ more cxtcnfvvc than Europe and Afia taken 
** together, difappeared in an inftant.** 

What a fund for redeflion doth not this quo- 
tation afford us ? A heap of moving fands is the 
fpot upon which man repofes, or exerts his facul- 
tjcs ; he tuflics, by his projefls, into eternity ; 
while a concurrence of fatal caufes may unfold 
itfelf in an inftant, and annihilate him, together 
with the fuperb edifices he hath crefled. 

One circumflance that contributes to flrcngthen 
the two preceding tcflimonics is, that the fea 
which at this day bears the name of Atlantic, is 
not of anyconfidcrablc depth ; and that at a great 
diftance irom it’s fliores, we find the varcc and 
other marine fubftarccs, which indicate the ex- 
ificnce of an ancient continent. 

But whether this country were real or imagi-Dfeoterr 
nary, Hill there is a tradition which has gained 
much credit, tliat at the arrival of the Portuguefe, Prefrnt 
the illand of Madeira was covered with forcfls j ^ 
that thefe W’cre fet on fire, that they continued * 
burning during the whole courfe of fc\en 5 cars, 
and that at the end of that period, the foil was 
found to be of an extraordinary fertility. Accord- 
‘ igto the calculation of the year 1^68, ihePortu- 
uefe have formed upon this territory, which is five 
nd twenty miles in length, and ten in breadth, 
population of fixty three thoufand nine hundred 
nd thirteen fouls, of all ages, and of both fexes ; 
ihich are difinbuteU in forty-three panfhes and 
even finall towns, befide the town of Eunchal, 

)Uilt‘wlth no great fharc oFtafic, upon the foutli- 
Crft coafi, in a fertile >aUc\, and at the foot of 
fome mountains, the gentle flopc of \shich is co- 
. Voi , I. D vered 
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B 0^0 K vered with gardens and very agreeable villas. Tlte 
^ city IS traverfed by feven or eight rivulets, tnpre 
or lefs confiderable. It’s road, which is the only 
fpot where it is allowed to load and unload (hips^ 
and conlequently the only one where the cuftoms 
»s.vcry,fafc during mod of the year. 
When It happens, which is very fcldom, that the 
wmds blow iropi between the fouth-eaft and the 
well-norlh-wcd^quarter, pafTmg by the fouth, it 
Js necelTary to go out of this road ; but it is a 
ortunate circpmftancc that the bad weather may 
be toreleen four.and-twcnty hours previous to it’s 
coming on, . , v ^ 

A" ■no'Jntains, the blackilh co- 
M ftoncs, and the Java mixed with the 

« . 1 ,^° ntany indications of an ancient vol- 

little enrn'^'‘/‘’°'A , thcrc IS VCl? 

oblLd , ga'li'red here ! and the inhabitants are 

of w'hat'die^Tontme!^^"®" 

liabit“antt'"'TA‘’’ of' ‘'’0 

mountain's occupy the declivity of fcvcral 

vvithcliefn’uttrL SZs 

lemon mvrt il j pomegranate, orange, 

tcrmedlatj fpaer TheV°'^" trees, fill up the in- 

bowers S*'3pcs ufually grow under 

Sue; ■“ ? “‘‘0- The trees which 

■which inuinfT f ^7 numberlefs rivulets, 

themftl^'AXX the heights, do .not lofe 
througli an infinite n"*’ k' '’’Of ’’avc gone 
the plantations. Some^of dif '''""’’.'’K* '"A'”’® 
acquired or ^ proprietors i have 

dreams conQamlv tot/ turning thefe 

them only '“'A 

even who want to AbAt , “ ''eck, . Thofe 

burning climate, and ia a .“"""tfftd -under s 
j * m a dry fod, where water* 

’ ins 
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Ing is indifpcnfably ncccITary, cannot partake of B O o K 
this privilege, without purchafing it at a very 
high price. 

The produce of the vines is always divided in- 
to ten Diares : one belongs to the kings, another 
to the clergy, four parts to the proprietor, and 
as many to the cultivator. 

Tun ifland brings forth fcvcral forts of wine. 

The beft and fcarceft fort is drawn from a plant 
brought originally from Candia. It has a deli- 
cious kind of fwcetnefs, is known by the name of 
Malmfey Madeira, and is fold for one hundred 
piftoles • the pipe. The Madeira, which is dry, 
does not cod more than fix or feven hundred lU 
vres t j and the principal vent for it is in Kngland. 

The wines of an inferior quality, and the pipe of 
which docs not exceed four or five hundred U- 
vrestj aredcHincd for the Eaft Indies, for certain 
iflands, and for the continent of North America. 

The vintages commonly yield about thirty 
boufand pipes. Thirteen or fourteen thoufand of 
:he bed wines are difperfed in dilFcrent parts of 
the globe : the red is, confumed in the country, 
or changed into vinegar and brandy for the con- 
fumption of the Brazils. - 

The public revenue here is raifed by tithes 
generally laid upon all produflions ; by a tax of 
10 per cent, upon every article of import, and 12 
per cent, upon every article of export. Thefe ob- 
jcfls, taken together, yield a revenue of 2,700,000 
Uvresjl. Such, however, arc the vices of admi- 
nidratww, firaree any psrt <if tbk confiders- 
blc fum returns to the mother country. 

* 4* 1 Jjs 4^ Ss 4 d ihe piftole + From 2 jl to 
30 1. and upwards T 1 /om i6l. to *ol and up^neds 

IjMs.seoI. ■■ ^ • 

D 2 


The 
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B 0 0 K Thc colony is governed by a chief, whofe do- 
ininion extends likewifc over Porto*Santo> 
which there are no more than feven hundred in- 
haVitants arid fomc vineyards ; over the falvagcs 
which arc flill Icfs profitable ; and over fome other 
imall^ illands which arc entirely uninhabited, ex- 
cept in fifliing fcafons. For tlie defence of this 
important fettlement, the governor is allowed no 
more than one hundred regular troops ; but he 
has three thoufand militia at his difpofal, who arc 
airembled and cxcrcifcd for one month in every 
year. The whole of this corps, both officers and 
"'■'Ihout pay nor are the pods 

efs fohcitcd lor on that account. They imitlc 

thofe who obtain them to fome diftinfliont of 
rank, ofaihich people are more eager in this ifland, 
than m any other part of the world. 
cViK. '>>= difoovery of Madeira, the Portu- 

ijs«rf.to g“'‘'dire£led their flag towards the weftern parts 

“ n ^ Europeans wlio landed on thefe 
No?mr,1.'T^- however, that the 

foeTh™ ^ a"? 'hon a century be- 

nedlt onr; "uvigators, whofe e.w 

fomSinJ'r, known, had formed 
tiluVe v:ar^4;'o™T'i"'> -hieh had fubfilted 

in xvhich period, the calamities 

tendon of withdrew the at- 

nt fo great a dfibS "“''’“"'“E" obtained 

'ho Poitnguefe ’into 
bold ami cruel "lore than piracies. Thcfc 
armed \.ith thunder in ftcel, and 
a people who were hands of 

ta^dirthcbencmsfc^ 

llowcd upon them oi" chance had be- 

pou tuem. Uap.nc, carried to fo mon- 

flrous 
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ftrous an e\cefs, v.as at length put an end to ; and B o o 
lhi5) \\ as , when the people came to underfiand each . 
other. Then it was that trade fucceeded to plun- 
der; and fome cNchangcs were madCi which, 
l]0\\c\er, Aicrc fcldoni conduced with entire 
freedom, or founded on ftrifl juftice. At length, 
the court of Lilbon thought that it*s mterefl, as 
^\cllasit*s glor), was concerned, m fubjefting 
thofe that were fuppofed to be the raoft fertile 
parts of this e\tcnfivc region to u*s own empire , 
and the execution of this projeS, more brilUaut, 
perhaps, than it was wife, met with few obfta^lcs. . 

Jn order to gi\e a degree of ftability to thefe con- 
quefts, It was judged neceflary to multiply for- 
trefles, to diiFufc the religion of Europe through* 
out the countr), and to keep the native^ m per- 
petual ignorance. 

In the reign of John It. an intelligent prince, 

■who firfl: declared Lilbon a free port, and under 
whofe aufpices a new method was adopted of ap- 
pljing aftronomy to navigation, the Portuguefe 
doubled the Cape, which is at the cxircmit) of 
Africa. It was then called the Cape of Storms , 
but the prince, who forefawthat it would open a 
pafiage to India, gave jt the name of the Cape of 
Good Hope, 

Emanuel purfued the plari marked out b) Ins Amralof 
predccefTors. On the i8th of ]u!y 1497* he 
out a fleet confifling of four flups, and gave theul’e Eaft 
command of it to VoJcq d- Gam't This admiral, ” 
hav mg w ealhered fev cral ftorms m his cruife along 
the eartern coafls of Africa, and attempted Teas 
before unknown, landed at length m Indoflaii, 
after a voyage of thirteen months 

Asia, of which IndoUan is one of the nclicft a gtogn- 

parts, IS avail commem, l)ing, according to theP^’ 

pbfcrvations of the Kuffians, the truth ot which 

has 
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o o Kins been jullly doubled, between the 43d and the 
— degree of longitude. It extends, in a di* 
rettion from one pole to the other, from' the 77th 
1 to the loth degree of fouthern 

j ■ of this large eontinent which 

, ‘e temperate zone, between the 

j5th and yolh degree of latitude, appears ’10 he 
th? It.'*" bordered both towards 

t,tm '"’f ohains of moun- 

f' ar^ a™" ftom the wedern e^tre- 

‘'t' of the Black 

ann’r^,! ' 'ho ooads of China 

areunhlH''V°"T‘'^*'''' Thefe two chains 

reflion fm, ^ r '"termediate chains, in a di- 
warr the N i ' "’'y '’'“'h out to- 

oceans aL '''' I"d'nn, and-Zadem 

bSn .he?'’5"''r''l''^? man)^ bulwarks raifed 
thS her^- ’“'SC rivers which roll 

tnrough thefe imnicnfc regions. 

oT„"n?„ 'vhich nature has raifed 


to funn^f k Pi. has ra fed 

of thn va^ I" ‘he inland parts 

than a „K?"r">L’ “l' ‘““''h nothing more 
the winds- there '° 'ho impulfc of 

nf ._ n lead aoDcaranre either 


of'c^carcLs'ft;rnl''„T^"’l!"'* “PPrnranee either 


nerals lie upon the furface AH 'r I 
joined to’ the nhrer.,,.- ‘ '"ofe pliamomcna, 
meter, arc L„rr„?'e™= ^ the baro- 


meter, arc proofs of the the baro- 

cential part of Alia .htrEroat elevation of this 

Eh- .ir= name1?VhruS 

Fkom thefe height,. wWchT 


j, ncightj, V 

cion. r7.‘i“"‘''.''S 'hni immenfc and unfruilful’re- 


^ form a kind of gir* 


ferent cliannels. ®The f run in dif- 

'vhicli are ncrpetutllv of barren earth, 

'crs towards the *■'- 

cveraj extremities of Afia, form 
fo 
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{o matvy barriers agaln(lthcfca,andpromlfe a fta-B O o ic 
blllry and duration to this continent, fuperior to E 
that of any other. Perhaps it will be ifs fate to' *' ^ 

•fee the reft repeatedly buried under the waters, 
before it fuffers any encroachment itfelf. 

The Cafpian fta alone has preferved it's ftation 
within the limits of this vaft trad of land, which 
has been emerging from the deep through a fcrics 
of ages. It is evidently the refervoir of thofc large 
rivers that fall into it.. Some philofophcrs have 
imagined, but without any foundation, ‘that it 
communicated with the ocean and theBlackSca by 
fubterrancous paflages. Agalnft fuch conjectures 
It may be urged, that the evaporation would be 
fufficient to carry off the water, as fall as it was 
conveyed there Ijy the rii ers j and that thefe fub» 
terraneous paflages might eafily be obflruClcd by 
the mud and fand which the waters would carry 
hlong with them. It is for this reafon alfo that 
the Cafpian fea is fab, as all the lakes are which 
rccciNC the waters of rivers without pouring them 
out again. It appears certain from the obfcr\a- 
lions made with the barometer at Aftracan, that 
the furfacc of the Cafpian is below the level of 
the two neighbouring Teas; confequenily, it is 
equally probable, that it fhould communicate with 
thofc feas by overflowings from their furface ; as 
that it fhould furnifh them with water by means 
of fubterrancous canals. 

The frozen ocean, which extends along the 
northern coafts of Siberia, renders them inaccef- 
fible, if we may believe the accounts given by the 
lluQjans. Ihey tell us, that it is in vain to ex- 
pe£l to find a newpaffage by this fea from Luropc 
to America; and that the ice will always pre- 
vent the doubling of the Cape of Schalagintkoi, 
which feparates the old fioui the new world, 

though 
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' . — - -****-iTi*j rtiNiy iftAUCi 

E 0 0 K though this paflkgc has once been erolTed. Bui 
not P™hably not iincere enough, or 

and to dcferve entire credit; 

° T^ .T a- ‘httn the truth. - 

of Afc “.““’^hich bears towards the fouth 
chafn of ™ " 5 "'* "t' Steat fouth fea by a 

Madan^t J"*’ =>' the iiland of 

Sumatra under water as far a? 

■which are fea^t”' J™' Atu'lows and rocks 

Van Diem ■ unites again at 

«he aTee ' Guinea. M. Bu- 

as anatumi g5?Phot> Vko has examined the carll) 

of the w^r H t^f™ tt tth^'t 

opinion thatT rV'’ hypothefts, is of 
iflands and rhr- »k^ between this long chain of 
Sd^in.^'/™*'™ “fft* of Afia,‘’ihouId be 
ivhich feem^tn h"* F"" .h“fons ; the limits of 
by thVhSn” oftTufr" drawp 

Ar]bbafd'‘pjrffi,'h"'“'a%"’= 

oham of inands” wivn ‘^'‘^5° ‘'"= bfthat 

tnorin and , the ^fttonds from Cape Co- 
This bafon, which run™ ^^^"ds to Madagafcar. 
enlarging the gufph oVpe “1^’.!" '"toditutly 
I hefccopd ol tfefr i! r btt aud the Red Sea. 
Bengal. The' third iZhdJV}'"' 
lego, which contains tlm n ^reat Arch.pe- 

5"d the Philippine ®™da, the Moluccas, 

fouthern continent whirli’ r Afia to the 

PO't to the Pacific Ca? => H''?'* ^“P; 

tke great Archipelago ='’d 

formed by a chAn of m ‘I “f "ow bafon is 
wards the cart, which '"’‘‘'f water to- 
to the japan Illands. tvher'^^ ''"t I-adronc 
ce chraipd ifiand,. we rom ‘'="’0 P“<fod thefe 
Oallcd the Kuriles, which 'Hands 

s.wl>ichiouch the fopthern point 
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pf the peninfuKa of Kamifchalka ; and form a fifib n o o K 
bafon utto which ilic ti\cr Amur emptier iifclf; 

|)ut as it’s entrance is obdrufled by the Bamboos, 
which grow there in great abundance, it is ima- 
gined that this Tea has \cr) little depth. 

TntSE geographical detads, far Irom being fo- 
reign to our purpofe, arc in a manner ncccHary 
to dircft and engage our attention to the nchelt 
and fined continent upon the globe. We will 
begin with Indoflan. 

Though b) the general name of tlic Eaft Indies Natural 
is commonly undcrilood that immenfe traft 
land which lies beyond the Arabian fca und the 
Perfian empire; )ctbylndoftan is properly meant 
a country i)ing betvseen two celebrated rivers, 
the Indus and the Ganges, whicli fall into the 
Indian ocean, at the ddlancc of four hundred 
leagues from cacli other. A ridge of high moun- 
tains runs acrofs this long traft from north to 
foulh, and dividing it into two equal pans, c'c- 
tends as far as Cape Comorin, where it forms the 
boundary between the coafts of Malabar and Co- 
romandel. 

It is a rcmarhable ctrcumftance, and perinps 
the only one of tlic kind, that tins ridge feems to 
be a barrier, crefted by nature, to fcparalc one 
fcafon from another, 'ihc mere breidth of thtfe 
vnountams divides fummer from winter, that i- 
to fay, the fcafon of fine weather from that of rain ; 
for It IS well known tlicre is no winter between the 
tropics : all that 13 meant by winter m India u> 
that time of the )car when the clouds, which t!ie 
fun attrafls from the fea, arc driven Molcntl) by 
the winds againft the mountains, where the) break 
and diflolve in ram, accompanied with frequent 
liorms. Trom hence torrents arc formed, \;bich 
rufli from tl|e hills, fvvcll the rivers, and over- 
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vapours/ that obfcurc the 
day, and fpread a thick and impenetrable gloora 
V country: but, as the chaos 

which bro'oded over the principles of things bc« 
lore the creation, this cloudy feafon promotes 
crtihty ; for at this time the plants and flowers 
appear in full ftrength and beauty,' and the fruits 
in general come to maturity, ^ 

'i'm fummcr may naturally be expefted to p'rc- 
Jerte It s ufual temperature better than the winter, 
in a ehmate fo immediately under the influence of 
the fun : the fky, without a cloud to intercept it’s 
whT’i '^'r ’ '’“f I'l': fca-breeacs 

Sate the . " '‘r“"e"2 "'S'’*’ 

.1 " hlniofphere ; yet the 

Mfmfhln^ T” '""'•'•cne, flif?e thefe 

to fufler inhabitants are-reduced 

Tim eff- drought. 

Inc effea of the two diflerent feafons.is^^llin 

X?ed.ev**i^/''‘ Indian oceans; 
dry and m! dillinguilhcd by the name of the 

nhich the ret ^Inlabar is agitated by ftorms, 
fprinl .hVfliereftlm'; ■"‘'“duces Ihk the 
coall^of Coromandel up™'u 
require neither lidllno/™" fujihee, and 

hut in the autumn, which lrid^," if "■ I” “‘f ’ 

face of the elemems, the n eftf n “"'I" ' 
lierfecl calm, while the ealle,„ i '"'“I* •“ 
tofTcd by temnefts- Indian ocean is 

•he altc^naS' «ace'SS'‘'"“"S’ 
lant of the ifland "?■■• ■mhabi- 

?dXs‘-r|"‘?“='- 

-‘-nalciy agitated- yS''y-;f4""dnn,,^;lcfh 
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tranquillity V as if the Author of "Nature, inBOOK 
thefetwo inftants of equilibrium, turned at once . . 
the fcales of good and evil, which he holds per- . 
pctuallyin his hands. It is not improbable, that 
in India, where the two empires ofigood and evil 
arc divided only by a partition of mountains, the 
doftrine of the two principles might take it’s rife : 
a doctrine, which wiU never perhaps be entirely 
effaced from the mind of man, while be remains 
ignorant of the profound views of the Almighty 
Being who created the nniverfe. Till a number 
of obfeure queflions r can be refolved, refpefling 
the ncceinty of creating the world-at a certain 
period’ of time; refpefting the feeming imper- 
fefttons in this moll admirable fyflem of things ; 
refpefting the fullcrings of the good, and the pro- 
fperity ot the wicked ; refpefling the numberlcfs 
calamities of nature which fall indiferiminately 
upon the innocent as well as on the guilty ; man 
will ftill be inclined to worfliip Oromafis or Ari- 
ma, in proportion as he has experienced the effefls 
of good or evil in this life : fincc pain and plea- 
furc feem to be’ as much the origin of the different 
forms of w'orfhip, as they arc of the ideas of man- 
kind. 'There is fo infinite a connexion between 
natural and moral principles, that allffyftems of 
importance to the nappinefs of tlic human fpecics 
have taken their colour from the nature of the 
cbmatc: accordingly, it is obfervable, that ,the 
Indians, whofc imaginations receive the deepeft 
imprcffion of nature from the more forcible ope- 
ration of good and evil, and the view they con- 
jfanily fiavc of tfic dilcortf of the efements, arc 
placed in a fituafion mofl fertile in revolutions, 
events and tranfaflions of every kind. 

Hence it is, that the celebrated countries ofAwt^uity 
India have long engaged the attention of the phi- 

lolopbcr 



H4 HISTORY OF srrri.CMnN'Ts akd trade 

n 0 0 Klofophcr and the Inflorian,whofc conjcflurcs have 
c— carltcft inhabitants an n:ra of the 
moil extraordinary antiquity. To fay the trutli, 
whether we confulc hiRorical records, or confidcr 
the pofition of Indoflan upon the globe, conncfl* 
ed as It is by a chain of mountains to the moil 
elevated part of the continent, wliich is alfo 
at the pcatcfl diOancc from the encroachments 
^ • 1 readily acknowledge, tliat 

the inh^jtants of this country arc placed in a 
greater jtate of fccurity than in any other part 
o the globe, and that Indoflan has been that part 
of the earth that was firll inhabited. We may 
of moR of the fcienccs in thchif* 
country. Even before the age of Py 
ftrS ’ travelled lo Indii for in- 

L ft’ " •'»<>« '“""td on by the Indians with 
1 1 "'"“"O'n' n«'ons, in exchange for 

coiS^iudV'th-,T''°''’ feem rcafonable to 

ed to thel r "" S'obe, the bed adapt- 

earheft- an, T •’o peopled tho 

to fix their would be induced 

"r”Ld'oTat?tcrre“tlf;‘;r“^ ell, nate pure 

tivation If u *o require much cul* 

to mulnplj- and CMeUd themr l" • f“PP°''':d 

regions, \v here they m 
firugglcvruh mtnr/. u ““'"'“'n n pcrpctupl 
ing fands, imnraairiH '°“'d inhabit burn- 

of perpetualTc?. regions 

where they mull’ def™?” a"' d'ferts and forclls, 

violence o7,rLle" ognind tlic 

beafls : how cafilv m ^ k attacks of wild 

felves into focS mtJV, 

where mankind, cxc?nnt fm d‘^''ShtfoI countries, 

* «oinpi Rom neceflity, lias no. 

thm^ 
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B 0^0 Kliave been with the yoke of tyranny, or rather of 
the wiJdeil anarchy, they have not adopted citlicr 
the manners, the laws, or the religion of their 
mailers. 'Ihcir continual, experience of all the 
horrors of war, all the cxcefles and vices of which 
human nature is capable, has not tainted their 
charaaer. Nothing has ever been able to recon- 
Cl c t e t^der, humane, and timorous Indian to 
icencsol blood, or to animate him with the cou- 
rage and fpirit of rebellion. His vices arife fole- 
iy trom a weak mind. 

judicious traveller, who, paffing over the 

Ntrfi n trunks of columns, muti- 

latcd ilatucs, bioken entablatures, and immenfe 

^difn^T^ cfcaped tlie ravages of war 
’ ‘^^fp'^rfed about the country, is loft in 
of > 1 >= ruins of. a nation 
Jh” fnuatiin"®. ""d out 
amiouitvrr V celebrated in 

am quity for Its hundred gates; but the vene- 

Svl hin”rhirt ‘‘a 

the deferiptions 'of ® "’“Smficence than 

•eulus. 'P*'™* of Herodotus and Diodorus Si- 

given by travclle'rso'rth'' ‘^^“'"'"0 .'’o accounts 
Sf Indll, u/tml'*': ‘V 

rums, the remains of m • ' among lieaps of 
original form is loft, but enou'Sh"*'' 
convince us of the inafmjS is preferved to 
the plans. Amidft n ^^S“^^rityof 

tions, puerile and extrav-f^^ abfurd fuperfti- 
ceremonies and prciudice? cuftoms, ftrangc 
veftiges of fubUuKnS. '':^«^^y.d‘Jcover the 


vcuigcs of fubUmc inoraHKf 1 «”cover the 

refined policy; but wh^n we 

religious ant* . iw.i i^nr.... ® to trace the 
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** °iP tyranny, or ratlicr of 

, — wndell anarchy, they have not adopted either 
the manners, the Ians, or the religion of their 
matters. Iheir continual, experience of all the 
horrors of war, all the cxcelTes and vices of which 
human nature is capable, has not tainted their 
Charaacr. Nothing has ever been able to recon- 

r ^ ui timorous Indian to 

Icencs of blood, or to animate him witli the cou- 
rage and fpirit of rebellion. His vices arife foie- 
ly from a weak mind. 

nlX'f 'rttveller, nho, paffing over the 

bled colunins, muti- 

DvrLwsT’ ^'■“'‘“““blhtures, and iromenfe 

Sd rime Tr ^“e'5 of "'“f 

and time, difpcrfcd about the country, is loll in 

vvliTcTnolt*'' 'T 

the fituaiion a?'?** cannot now find out 
amiauitv for V '“f fo celebrated in 

rabKmrin but the vene- 

Rive huTnif ‘ m °f b’s tombs, 

the deferiptions 'of"^H * "’“6"'bcencc llian 
'cuius. of Herodotus and Diodorus Si- 

given by trrvcllers oTth^' the accounts 

of India, «rreem : °f *= natives 

mins, the remtn” of T"'’" “f 

original form is loft bur fabric. The 

convince us of the m-, preferved lo 

the plans. Amidft i regularity of 

tions, pueriie^nd abfurd fupe/fti.' 

ceremonies and nreiudir^'^^^^^^ cuftoms, llrange 
i-eftiges of ftiblimcraorafitv T 
refined policy, but when ‘^^‘^Ppi^'lofophy, and 

^/•gious and civd i.Tftltr’*' the 

fiodtha, it is loll infK"e':f‘'"'f S" 

maze or antiquity.j^ By 

the 
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lUe rngfl ancient traditions, ilic Indians appear to B o o IC. 
have been the firll who received the rudiments of . — 
fcicncc, and the poli(h of civiUzatioiu 

Tue emperor Mahmoud Akbar bad an inclina- 
tion to make himfcif acquainted with the princi- 
ples of all the religious fefts throughout his exteu- 
five provinces. Having difearded the fuperditioos 
notions with which he had been prcpoflciTcd by his 
education in the Mohammedan faith, he refoived 
to judge for himfcif. It was cafy for him to be 
acquainted with the nature of thofe fyflcms that 
are formed upon the plan of making profelyics ; 
but he found himfcif difappointed in his defign, 
when he came to treat with the Indians, who will 
not admit any peefon whatever to the participation, 
of their myflcrics. 

Neither the authority nor promifes of Akbar 
could prevail with the Bramins to difclofe tlie 
tenets of tbeit religion hcjvvas thcrerotc obliged 
to have rccourfc to artifice. The ftratagem he 
made ufc of was, to caufc an infant, of the name of 
Feizi, to be committed to, the care of tbefe prtens, 
as a poor orphan of the faccrdotal liue, wlio alone 
could be initiated into the facred rites of the’ir 
‘ theology. Feizi, liaying received the proper in- 
llruflions for the part he was to a£V, was conveyed 
privately to Benares, the feat of knowledge in In- 
doftan; he was received into the houfe of a learn- 
ed Brarain, who cduc.'Ucd him with the fame care 
as if he had been his fon. After the youth had 
fpent ten years in ftudy, Akbar.was defirous of 
recalling him j but he was ftruck with the charms 
of the daughter of his preceptor. 

Thc women of the faccrdotal tribc.arc looked 
upon as tbegreateft beauties in Indoflan. The old 
Bramin laid no reftraint on the growing paflion of 
the two lovers; he.wasfond of Feizi, -who ’had 

gained 
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B a^o Ic gained bis aflcftion by his addrcfs and docliity* 

and offered liim hii daughter in marriage. The 

young man, divided between love and gratitude, 
refolved to conceal the fraud no longer} and fall* 
mg at the feet of the Bramin, difco\ercd the im* 
poflurc, and afked pardon for his offence. 

Ihb prieft, without reproaching him in the 
lealt, fazed a poniard which hung at his girdle, 
and was going to plunge it in Iiis breaft, if Fcizi 
hid not prevented him by taking liold of his arm. 

ine young man ufed every means to pacify him, 

and declared himfelf ready to do any thing to ex- 
pate his treachery. The Uramin hurtling into 
Ii« n^* P^nniifed to pardon him on conditioil tliat 
PiererJ''! "'“H'^te the Hcdai, or 

ever “/ =”5' P"'®" 

ever the fyrabol of the Bramin creed. Fcizi res- 
it' is Dt'oTaH'^ |J>« the Bramin required : and 

It IS probable that he kept lus word. 

rofitaries'I'rfi Bramins foie de- 

e°d a! well ''“tn'igand regulations, 

e«c\»inrh ie' *’=“* ''®P' 'Item as a fe- 

■with torture ^PP®®tance of death, accompanied 
Ihere warnAl!™ ■''="> '» difclofe. 

tion, to which thev°LT™'^’ 

lately Mr H n ^ had not refifted ; when very 

Indt’clpa" P®Vral of tliJ 

Bnro^ptr^^wr^'ve' 

Code. He hn’K^r r' °f <>■= 

made others fendble^tnii”^ Bramms, and 
comeincnces of thf. ^ ndiculc, and the in- 

old men xrhom ev^‘"y«"^‘'>«5rcfervc. Ihofc 
abo\e the rrcudicra^*?^*!!^*^ ftudy had raifcJ 

«prere„,atSfi“hol '■'■f''’ 
o' .heir .chgion^nS'ltr" 

amounted 
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amounted to eleven ia number ; the elded ofBOOKf 
whom was more than fourfcorc )cars of age* and. ^ 
the-youngcll not lefs than five and thirty. They 
confulted eighteen original Shanfeript authors ; 
and the collcftion of fcnlcnccs they gathered from 
thcm<bcing iranflalcd into Perfian,. under the 
infpeflion of ibc Btamins, was turned from 
Perfian into Englilh, by Mr.Halhcd. The com- 
pilers of the code unanimoufly refufed agreeing 
to two propofals j one, to fupprefs fomc fcan- 
dalous paragraphs, the other to inftruft Mr, 

Halhcd in the facred dialefb, fp true it is that the 
fpirit of priefihood is every where the fame ; and 
that at all limes the pried, cititcr from motives of 
intered, or pride, is defiroos of feccping the peo- 
ple in ignorance. In order that the work might 
appear wiilt every polllblc accuracy, and that it 
might have e\ cry fanftion that could bcrc.vpcfled,' 
the mod learned of the Pundits, or Bramin law- 
yers, were called up from different parts of Ben- 
gal. The abridged hidory of the creation of the 
world, and of the fird formation of the caft% 
fuchasthefe religious compilers have related it 
at the head of this civil code, is comprifed in the 
following terms : 

Brama delights in the peculiar form of wor- 
lliip that is obferved in different countries. He 
attends to the pious man in the mofque, who 
counts his beads over while be fays his prayers. 

He IS prefent in the temples, and at the adorati- 
on of the idols. He is the imiiuatc of the hl-f- 
fulman, and the friend of the Indian j the com- 
panion of the Chriflian, and the confidant of the 
Jew. Tbofe men whom he hath endowed with 
an elevated foul, fee nothing in the oppofition of 
fefts and the diverfity of religious worfiiips, 

VoLtl. E but 
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B 0 0 Kbut one of the ciFt-fts of the nehnefs he hatli Jif* 
played in the work of the creation 

liiL Principle of Truili, or^thc Supreme Bc' 
>Bg, ^having firft formed the earth, and the hea- 
vens, and the water, and tlic- fire, and the air, 
produced Brama. iJnma is the Spirit ofiGod. 
We IS abforbLd m felf contemplation, lie is pre- 
lent in ever) part of fpace. lie is one, and to 
im there u no fccond. llis omnifcitncc is felf* 
inlpircd, or felf intelligent, and it’s comprehen 
limi includes every polhblc fpccics. He is fub- 
jett to no changt,, nor to the diftinaions of paft, 
prefent, vnd future. He is an independent be 
ing, and feparated from theunivcrfc. By this 
ommfcient fp.nt, ihc opcraiions of God arc cn- 
“f Nature ate 

as “»£■>«. as fire by the fuel, 

« duft by ihc Wind, St 

the arrow bythefpringof the bow, and as the 

S.dnedU ’h'‘''r’ >>)'"..srp,m ’the wo.ld IS 

Of^tho^vdl'’ *'■' PO'"^” of intelka, the powers 

■f cmanaS? TP"™ "f ^‘^“0 ' 

tongue. It caufeth ,lf '*'0 channel of the 

emanate Lrth' heIS,''"?P“°'' “f “"o- ‘f 

it caufeth the np '^I'^nnel of the nofc, 

=>iro mvtotatmi’Sr ‘■P'"f 

invigoraunir thif fii,.. ^ ^^nibcrs of adlion, and 
invigora the fi perception, and 

•helreasXd"'!™'^"*^- mv.gorauag 

, MU invigorating the three difpo 
Ctions 
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fiuons of the mind, &c. caufeth the creation, orD 0 O K 
the annihilation of the univerfe; while itfcif be- , 
holds every thing an indifferent rpeflator, SucH^ 
is the doftrinc ot^the Ucig Bcid. . ^ ^ 

Brama afictwards created from Ins mouth, 
wifdom, or the Brainin 5 whofc office is -to pray, 
to read, and to inftruil ; from his arms he created 
llfength, or the Cliehterce, whofc bufinefs it is to 
draw the bow, to fight, and to govern from hvs 
belly and thighs he created nouriflimcnt, or the 
Bice, to provide the nccefljries of life by agricul- 
ture ami traffic ; and from his feet he created 
.fubjeflion, or the Soodcr, to labour, to ferve, 
andtotravcL , . , 

The diftinftion of the four firft Calls is there- - 
fore as ancient as the world, and of divine Infti- 
t'utlon. 

Brama afterwards produced in the world man* 

Vmd, which were to fill up ihcfc four cafts \ and 
beads innumerable, and birds, and vegetables, and 
all Inanimate things, andthc vlttucs andthevlcesv 
He prefenbed to each call it*s duties, and thefe 
duties arc for ever recorded in the facred books. 

, The firft magidrate or fovcrcign chofen by 
Braraa, had an Iniquitous fucceflor, who per- 
verted the Older of focicty, by authprifing the 
intermixture of the men and women of the four 
cads which Braina had inllitutcd ; a facrilegioui 
conjumdion from which proceeded the fifth cad, 
or tribe, called that of Burrun Sunkcr, which 
produced a multitude of others. The Bramins, 
incenfed at this, put him to death. \Vhcn the 
kingdom was thus without a tnagldcatc, the Rea- . 
mins rubbed the two hands of the dead bod), and 
from his right there fprang two fons, one a fovc. 
reign, or warrior, the other a Bramin ; while 
from bis left hand they raifed a daughter, whom 
t 1 they 
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c 0^0 K they married to her brother t!ic -warrior,^ on whom 
, — ,^‘hcyairo conferred the fupreme magiftracy. This 
fovcrcign liad eoncciicd tlie dcfign of putting the 
tnb<^ot Burrun Sunkcr, with all it*s branches, to 
s^'f^nnded him from it : and 
advifed him to aircmWc all the individuals that 
'compoled it,_ and allign to them their fevera! 
occupations, m the fcicnces, the arts, and the 
trades, which they, and their defeendants were 
to c.\ctcife,in perpetuity. 

From this account it is evident, tliat the Bra- 
mm was fo much elated with his origin, that he 
would hate thought it degrading to him, to afpire 
nl Of fovcrcignty. and that the 

i 'X I 'chains, by their 

being loaded with them m the name of the Deity. 

i,avr,ll!.''"it “'tempted to 

hutmn of n ^ '''•'"h he was born. Thi diftri- 

tlm o^/r I', ™!.T ‘■“Pccior to 


tlid. tails, cacn lupenor w 

and tl e moA “ corruption, 

and the mod ancient fyllcm of flavery. It dif- 

'rnrirni3‘‘„“^1fs“‘Ji"e • 


the nrip{>i,r,''i “““ o>igulting prc-cmincncc or 
and ifumf- °ther%Lks of fociet), 

die generareVo"dTfT" '?•'>= '^SMotor, 


the generaT good of r„'?i;Sr " 

the ferns'* fnriq'uuf 

Sno“‘’f Se'r'n^ tS 

and mod drcadful'rf'aU '’‘“kijafl memorable 

the Bramms nreiS ,1- '>'= ‘•“’“gc = f”'’ 

written before that nerIn^ ' '"j books are 

did-not extend itfelt^o.'^'^T"?'^ ^*t“t this calamity 
the duration of the [pt^c^an. They reckon 
didinaages?- ' '^y roor Jogues, or 

to Wkdf r Ponty] 


L n'' ot purity) is iaia 

three millions two hundred thou* 
faud 
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land years*, and they hold that the life of mans O o K 
\vas in that age extended to one hundred thou- , 

Yand years, and that his llaturc was t\\ei)ty-ouc^ 
cubits. ^ ' ' 

* il The Tirtah Joguc (or age in which one 
.third of mankind were reprobate) they fuppofe to 
have conhfted of two milhons four hundred thou- 
sand Ncars, and that men then lived to the age of 
ten ihoufand years. 

3. Tac Dwapiar Joguc (in which half of the 
human race became depraved) endured one mil- 
lion fix hundred thoufand years, and men’s lives 
were reduced to one thoufand )cars. 

*•4. The Collcc Jougc (in which all mankind 
are corrupted, or ratherleficned, for that is tire 
true meaning of Collcc) is the prefent a:ra^ which 
they fuppofe ordained to fuhftd for four hundred 
thoufand years, of which near fifty thoufand arc 
dready palled, and man’s life in this period is 
limited to one hundred. 

This opinion of the prefent age being the moft 
corrupt, prcv'OiU univerfally in all. parts of the 
world. The century* iu which we live is confi- 
tiered every where as the refufe of all the centu- 
ries ^ as if vice and virtue were not coeval with 
man and the cxiftcncc of the world. 

. Thk Pundits, .or Bramin lawyers, ftill fpcak 
the original language in which thefe ordinances 
were compofed, and which is entirely unknown 
•to the hulk of the people. The Bramins fpcak 
and write the Shanferit language, which is very 
copious and nervous, but the ll)le of the belt 
a.'j/J.’/Ms.w.'i.'an/J/inOJJ.y 

cal rules alfo arc numerous and diflicuit, though 
there arc not many anomalies. 'i*hc Shanferit 
alphabet contains fiJty letter^. The dccicnfions 
iu this language arc feven in number, and have 

each 
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BO^OKcacli a fmgular, a dual, and a plural number. 
Among tljc fyllablcs, feme arc iliorr, Jhortcr, 
and \cry lliort; others lorjg, longer, and very 
long j fomc again, arc acute, more* acute, and 
molt acute j others grave, more grave, and moft 
V Vv .1* idiont of notes ‘and modulation. 
Ihc ialt fyllablc of the word bcdcroo is a kind of 
organ note that is held for near’ a minute. Tlic 
• r Comprehends a very great variety 

ol difierent metre?; and the vcrfification has the 
r?r'^ of feet, and*is attended with as many 
dilhcultics as'thofe that occur in other languages, 
rhimc not executed. The' poems arc gcner^ly 
compofed m Uanzas; the- fubjcfl of wltlch is 
ulually moral. A father tn debt it an encmy'tcrbU 
yoM. A nioihcr of fmndalous behaviour it an enemy 
U berfon.^A-xife of a beaut ful fiUrc h an enemy 
to fiojeanun^tran enert^ 

iui following is a fpccimcn of one 'of their 
■poems: * - . . > ■< « 

‘'"/'''“W' defirc ofrieha, dig^ct 

‘''■■"irfdc the mclal, ,bc munaimf ' ■■ 

i:/ the- Occam-, -I 
1 ba,’c S^^d^cathn cf monarebe, 

•mebit on tlZZ ; I ha-,.c pajfcd -nebde 
lhauen ‘•7 *bc dead at e burnt. ' 

?iv bZacyZ,7ZrZ;°'"/:~‘^’i’'‘’^> 

a decrree'nr brought to fucli 

the feven and the names of 

ven pUmets were known in their proper 

order: 
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order ; the fugar cane was already cultivated j B O o K ’ 
chymiftry was known j and wildfire had been 
invented. Fire arms were then in ufe, and a 
kind of dart or arrow lypt with fire is deferibed, 
which, after it hadt taken ii*s flight, divided into 
feveral feparate darts or flreams of flame, each of 
which look effect, and when once kindl^, could 
not be exthiguillicd.^ A’weapon of this fort is 
alfo fpoken of, which. was capable of killing a 
hundred men at once. But it is chiefly in the 
civil code of the Indians which wc are, going to. 
enter upon, that we find the ftrongeft teflimonics 
of the incrcdiblcautlquity of this nation. 

, AVe are therefore, ?t length, in polTcnion of 
thefe laws of a people from whom, all others feem 
to haic denied their infleuflion j and who, fmcc 
their eflablllhmciic, have experienced no other al- 
terations in their manners and prejudices than 
•fuch as are infeparablefrom the charafler of man, 
and the influence of' the times. > . 

. The. civil code of the Indians opens with the 
duties of the fovercigr. or magiftrate. We read 
in feparate paragrajihs ; that be "JJjould he beloved 
and refpsiled ; llhU he jhould be util infomicd, 
andjlcadyt and n.nU himfclf feared ; that he Jbotild 
ir^at Im jubpeiU as hU children ; pioti£l merit and 
tc\iard virtue;) that he Jho ild jhev} hxmfelf to his 
people ijjat he jhould not prathjc the drinking cf 
uniff ; hut that he Jloould' learn firjl to be majlcr of 
himfdf Neither Jhall he be /educed by the plcafures 
cf the ehacc^ nor perpetually addtclcd to play. In 
all cafes he Jhall /pare and cxcufc the Braniiu, He 
jii'inV grc' iC ytan'stxn'ar cneourage.mnf to agricuiiure> 

Uc Jhall not increach upon the property of the mcan- 
cjt cf hu fubjedf. If he be vthlonous in uar, he 
Jhall return thanks to the Cods of the (ountry^ and 
Jhall gn e the fpctls of the ciicia/ to (be JJKamws. He 
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B o o Kjhall mt rttmi m bufirmce a great number of buf- 
or farafies, and jcJlerj, and dancers, and 
athktich. W he cannot apprehend the thief, the 
injury donejiatl be repaired at his own expellee. If 
hejhould collect the accujlcmed tribute from bis full- 
jeCis, '•S.ithout frcteClmg or taking care of them, he 
-fl go tohell. If be Jhould the to LiifelJ any 
G 'T he will remain m 

* ^ ^ -{certain rani fiequent 

trojlmtes, orpraaife the drinking of wine, fiicb 
'V my perfon, exclufime 
fbJdiyc be acquainted iitb 

the defigiu of the tlmgijlrate, his manjlract is net of 

^ndlld lT”- lake huife/faZai 

^nfulfS, It f »/«« heis defireusof 
tl fd tliT "'‘’‘fffh he Jhall choifeari. 

„ „ ^ lap af Ihe hcisfe, or on the top if 
7c s md in :i‘ ar ih/a^ffeVfLl 

SalLu7h7°u' "'fv '’aace are parrots of other 

iheTep^ftl ‘ ''i -aihilc 

cation" han Sit'r -were no other indi- 

it would be fu&n, ’l"' P'°“® 'ipt'^tioni, 
pticd m ifs comodi. 

can wo Tuppofe to^nnrrfr “^vantages 

buffoons, dancers and^ entertainment of 

niag,nra?erllSrs«heV 

tion from Ins more pamful 

him after hi- fct.n.,-’^ f™3ions , or to divert 
WlUTanmr ’ 

tics are ncccffary"i'Irthe r'*’'' combined quail- 
crpccially for ,,r ^ formation of a civil code, 

profound hnowIcdoAf '^^'enhve nation' A 
‘■'thgion, of manofr. 

of natural luftice of * ouhonis, of prejudices, 
luiticc, of riglm, of affiiujics, of coiidu 

tionSy 
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tiotis,' of thing?, of duties in all ftations, and of B o 0 S 
the. due proportion between crimes and punlfii- , 
ments I What judgment, what impartiality, what 
experience doth it not require ? Is it ' pofiible to 
determine whether the code of t!ic Indians has 
been the work of geniusy or the rcfult of the wife 
combinations of a fcrics of ages? The decifion of' 
this queftion mufl; be referred for the maji who 
will take the pains to think deeply upon the fub- 
jeft. < ' • ' ’ . . _ ■ / 

The code begins with regulations on the mu- 
tualion of property, which is. one of the firfl: 
cements of civil focieiyj and ■ on . inheritance, 
which is the firft (Icp towards the' formation of 
corntpuniiics. It then-proceeds to rules of JuC* 
ticc, without which no 'focicty can fubfift j and 
to the forms of adroinidcring >t, without w’hicU 
the cjcccuiivc part would be arbitraiy. vHulcsare 
alfo laid down concerning pledges, divifions of 
property, donations, wages, Haves; concerning 
the duties of citiaens, of mher, mother, diUdrcn, 
-hulbands and wives; and concerning the wages 
of dancing and fingiog women. After the dif- 
cullion of thefe points, which imply a numerous 
jxjpulation, an infinite variety of connexions, 
and a cqnfummatc experience of the wickednefs 
of mankind, the code treats of rents and Icalcs, 
of the di\ ifion of lands and the produce of agricul- 
ture, of ‘cjtics and towns, of fines, of injuries and 
quarrels of all kinds, of empirics, of (harpers, 
of theft, in v.h:ch that of perfons is included, of 
incontinence and adultery; and everyone of thefe 
articles it entered into with a Iptn’t of detail 
which comprehends the moll ordinary kinds of 
dchiuiucucy, aswcll it ihof- v.\deh arc more un- 
common, and appear even clihnericnl. Ahnoft 
every point las been forefeen with judgment, 

Uirtin- 
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D O O K cliftinguiflied with ragacU)V'and prcfcribcd, for- 
, , bidden, or punifhed with jufticc. Among this 

multitude of laws, we fliall only take notice of 
thofc which charadcrizc the early periods of ilic 
nation, and winch arc calculated to (trike us either 
by their wifdom, or by their fingularity. 

It is prohibited to lend money to w omen, chil- 
dren, or fervauts. TheAntcrelt upon a loan in-* 
crcafcs.iu proportion to the inferiority which the 
cad of the borrower holds in the ranks of thcflatc: 

• an inhuman kind of-poUcy, in which the fecurity 
of the riclt has been more attended to .than the 
wants of 'the poor. Whatever may be the dura- 
tion of the loan, the arrears of intcreft lliall rife 
no higher than double the principal. Af a.pcrfon 
-mortgages the fame land to two mortgagees, he 
iliall be punified with death I this is juil t for it is 
a fpecics.of theft. The creditor may feize upon an 
infolvcnt debtor) of the. inferior tribes, confute 
him in bis houfe, and oblige itim to work, for itis 
.bencfir.^ ,This is a lefs cruel pradice than, (o 
throw hitn into a prifonj and. make, him lie upon 
draw, : , 

A WOMAN of bad moraUira childlcfs widow, a 
.barren wife, a man who has no principles of reli- 
gion, an eunuch, anideot, a man banidted from 
.his caft, or expelled from his family, one who is 
born blind or deaf, a dumb man, an impotent 
man, one who is feized with a confumptlon, ora 
Icprofy, or one who has fmitten his lather : all 
fuch petfons-, arc incapable of. inheritance. ^'But 
whoever (hall fuperfede thefe perfons in the inhe- 
ritance of bequeathed property, mull allow them 
victuals and clothing. ' . t ^ 

i'liL Indians do not make wills. Their' claims 
and rights are determined by thc-dcKrces of alTi- 
• .. 

Thu 
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I The fliarc of the child who has profited by his book. 
education, fliall be double to that of the ignorant . J * 
'child. ' - t ‘ 

* Almost all the laws of the code, which i con- 
cerni property, fuccefiion, and dillribution, are 
.conformable to the Roman laws ; becaufe reafoii 
and equity are of all ages,' and diftatc the fame 
.regulations, .unlefs they be thwarted by caprici- 
uDus cuftoins or e^.travagant prejudices, the origin 
of which is loft in the obfeurity of remote times, 
whde their antiquity fupports thcm.againft the 
rules of< common fenfe, and the \aiQ efforts of 
itlic Icgiflaior. • • . . , >■ 

If an injufticc be 'committed in a tribunal, the 
fault fhall fall upon all the parties concerned in 
.the a^iion, the judge himfcU«not. excepted.. It 
.were to be wiflied that this rule might obtain in 
^all courts of judicature, and that the judge might 
i-be made a party in the cafe, if he ihould have 
.judged ill ironi incapacity, beds culpable j if 
'from iniquity, he is Ihll more guilty. 

Thd code, after having condemned the fallc 
•wituefs to the fame punKhmeut that would have 
'been infitfied on the perfon accufed; admits of a 
-falfe. tellimony for the prefervatipu of a man’s 
• life, againft a true evidence that.would. deprive 
‘him ot it. What an unaccountable mixture of 
wifdom and folly I ' . , 

A HUSBAND m diftrefs may deliver up his wife, 
if flic confent ; and *a fatlier may fell his fon, if 
he havcfeveral. Of thefc two laws, the firft is 
infamous, ?.as it reduces the- moihcc of a family 
lo the condition of a prollitutc; the fecond is in- . 
human, as it reduces a fon to the ftatc of a 
Have. / 

The different clafles of flaves arc cnormouQy 
• inulnphed among the indbus ; and the law ad- 
mits 
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"BOOK mils of their cnfranchifcmcnt, which is performed 
I- wilU a particular kind of ccrcmoa/. “ The flavc 
/hall fill a pitcher %vith water, and put in it 
“ force rice clcanfcd without boiling, force flow- 
“ cr», and a kind of fmallfaladj and taking /he 
pitcher upon jiis fliouldcr, Ihall (land near his 
maftcr; and the maftcr, putting, the. pjtclier 
upon the flave’s head, fliall then break the 
“ pitcher, fo that the water, rice, flowers and 
“ falad that were in the pitcbcTiinay fall upon tiie 
flave’s body jiaitcr that, the mallcrifiiall three 
“ times pronounce the words, I have, made you 
free. Upon this fpccch the flave aforefaid, fliall 
■** lake force fteps towards the call jj whereupon 
he fliall be free.**, ^ , 

' If a man kilhan animal, fucli as. a borfe, a 
(goat, or a camel, one band and one foot fliall be 
cut off from him ; by this law we fee that man U 
put upon a par with the brute creation. If he 
KiUatygcr, a. bear, or a ferpent, be fliall pay* a 
pecuniary fine.i 'Uic ranking i of, thefc things 
among’olFcnccSj'is the fupcrflitibus confcqucncc 
of the mctcrapfycofis, which, xonfidcring thtbo- 
Jdy of an animal as- being thcTefldcncc of a hu- 
man foul, looks upon the violent deatl\ ofra rep- 
tile as a fpecics of murder. It is a cuftom witli 
‘aBrarain, before he fits down on thc^ground, to 
fwcep the place with the lappet of his gown, and 
• to fay to God; “ '.As I have extended my benevolence 
to the ant, fo I hope thou Vodt pour dozen ihnie upot^ 
me. ' » I . . 

‘ Population is holden as a primary duty, and 
as an order of nature fo facred, that .the code 
allovvs''ihc praflicc of deceit, of lying, and of per- 
jury, for the purpofc of completing a wedding. 
This is a dilhoneif aClion praftifcd every where, 
but which was never legally audioriacd except 

among 
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among the Indians. . -Would it not be a mark of B o o K 
wifdoin in the le^flator, to‘ authorize, in many . ^ 

other inftances, what he can ncithcti prevent nor 
punifli ? " ’ ♦ r 

All the religious fyftcms of Afu admit of po- 
lygamy, and fomc of them fuffer a plurality of 
hulbands. In the kingdoms of Boutan and the 
Thibet, one woman frequently ferves for a whole 
family, without creating the Icall jealoufy or do- 
incllic confufion. 

Virginity is a condition cflcntial to the validity 
of the conjugal union. The woman is under the 
dcfpotic fway of her hulband. The Indian code 
fays, Ti<2/ a -Moman Jhoutd by no means be mijtrefs 
ef her C’wtt ailicjis ; for if Jbe have her cuinfree •will, 

Jhe will always behave amifs ; and that her virtue is 
net to be relied upon. If a woman bring her huf- 
band nothing but daughters, he maybe difpenfed 
from cohabiting with her. A woman (hall nc\ cr 
GO out of tluj houfc without the confcnt.of her 
Eulband, and fhall always have fomc clothes upon 
her bofom. Itls proper for a woman, after her 
hulband’s death, to burn hcrfclf in the fire with 
his corpfc; unlcfs Ihc be with child, or that her 
hulband be abfent, or that flic cannot get his tur- 
ban, or his girdle, or unlcfs flie devote hcrfclf to 
chaftity and celibacy. Every woman who thus 
bums hcrfclf, ftiall remain in paradife with her 
hulhand for an infiniic number of years by 
defliny. 

The Icgiflalion of the Indians, which might be 
found too indulgent with refpeft to certain crimci, 
fucU as the murder of a fla\c, pcdcrafty, and 
bclUality, ior which abfolution could be obtained 
with money, wiU ccruinly appear to bear ex- 
tremely hard upon the unlawful Intcrcouifc be- 
tween the two Icxcs. This degree of rigour has 
, probably 
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li O O K probably arifen from the lubricity of the women, 

^ and the wcaknefs of the men in a burning ell-; 

mate; from the inordinate jcaloufy of the latter;* 
from the fear of confounding the calls j and from 
the extravagant Ideas of contincncy, 
in ail countries by meontinent pnefts : and it is 
at the fame time a proof of the antiquity of the 
code. In proportion as fociety inercafes and be- 
comes permanent, corruption is extended j of- 
icnces, particularly luch as fpring Irom tbe na-j. 
ture of the chmatc, tl»c inlluence of which nevir 
ceafes, ate mulupUcd; and the puniflimcnts al- 
lotted to them gradually fail into difufe ; unlefs, 
the code he under the fanilion of the divinity. Ou?* 
laws hate pronounced a feverc puninimcnt for 
adultery; but uho is there that fufpccls it? ^ 
What we call an intcrcourfe of gallantm the 
code calls adultery. There is a fpecics of adul- 
tery that conftfts in the coquetry of the matt or the 
woman, the penalty for which is pecuniary; the, 
adultery uhich confiRs in fending piefents, is pu- 
niihcd in tlic man by mutilation'; and confum- 
mated adultery is punilhed by death. The daugh- 
ter of a Bramin who proHitutes hcrfelf is con- 
demned to be burnt. Immodell actions, the dif- 
ferences of which are fpecUted by law, becaufe 
law hai no reftraint, but which deccnc) forbids an, 
htftorical writer to mention, arc fuhjcft to dread- 
luLpunidiinents. A man of a fupenor call, con- 
M^ed of having cohabited with a woman of» a 
mean call, is to be branded in the forphead with 
the figure of a man uithoiu a head. Other punifli- 
mcnts of an indecent kmd are dcvifed for a Uramm 
corniced of adultery, and lui partner m iniquity 
u put to death. 

T’liE dancing and fmging girls and the proRi*. 
tutes, arc formed into communities under the 
prolcAion 
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B 0^0 K The property of a Bramin is7acrcd, and can- 
, — ^ not pals into other hands, not even thofc of the 
tiovcreign; This gives an inrtancc of cllatcs in 
mortmain among the Indians, in times of the 
molt remote antiquity. 

fupphed by a reprimand. The punifliment of 
1 ' r "POB repetition. The in- 

P™'®®®". BBd men 
‘ ‘’’® dancing girl, or common’ 

proltitutc, are not liable to confifeation. ’What 
would an Indian fay, if he were to fee our officers 
Dl juftice feize upon the furniture in a peafant’s 
cottage, and put up his oxen, and all his inllru- 
ments of tillage, to public auaion ? 

‘Ws fliort analyfis of a code too 
mtle known amongft us, by..rome llriking paf- 
f gc3, we fliall quote the following rerpefting the 
magiftrate : « When a kingdom if pre?erved®fr« 
irom thieves, from adulterers, from murderers, 
and from all men of fuch evil principles, the 
'‘■"Sdem go to paradife ; 
to n !^;“S®ra" always brings fuch per- 

Sfe - a^d to p?ra. 

uile , and his kingdom is doubled, and his re- . 
putation is increafed !■> And again r' " If a ml 
pftrate inflia punifliment upon the guilty and 

a^r'rtiir' fudfa“ml’„ has 

fuccersful^ w magiftracy, and is always 
in ,hfne« S®®‘' ai-araaer, aifd 

|idr.he„d|:vX^Sh'°„"^l! 

■' mem u“rT^^er c'ft 

“ tt ia 

“ '!■= guardian of 0.or“SS'aprp”SmLi! 

* ‘ “ with 
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“-xvlth a black afpcd: and a red-cyc, terrifies thcB O O ii- 
** guilty.’* • . 

Notwithstanding the defeats of this code, 
the moft llriking of- which arc, too much indul- 
gence to the priefts, and too much fcvcrity againfl 
women, yet' it ftill ferves.to confirm the high 
opinions entertained of the Avifdom of the^Bra- 
mins in the moh remote ages. Among the num* 
her of.fenfible laws with which it abounds, if 
there be fome which may* appear too lenient or . 
too rigid ; fome which prcfcribc mean or indecent 
aftions ; and othersi again, which inflift heinous 
punifliments for flight offences, or mild chaftife- 
ments for crimes of gieat enormity;- yet the wife 
man,' before he ventures to, cenfure them, will 
weigh all the circumflances ; and will confidcr, 
that a legiflator is often compelled by them, to 
give to the people only the beft laws they are 
capable of receiving.. He will determine, with- 
out hefitatioo, from the complicated regularity of 
the Shanferit grammar, upon the antiquity of this 
language formerly in common ufe, but for fo long 
a time • unknown : and from the formation of a 
code fo-extenfive as that of the Indians, he will 
conclude that a great number of ages arc clapfed 
in- India, between the barbarous and civilized 
ftale of that country.; and that the pricflsha\e 
been culpable, with rerpefi to theif own country- 
men as well as to foreigners, in - keeping up a 
myftcrious referve, which has been an univcrfal 
check to the progrefs of civilization. 

-The feal, however, which clofed the mouth of 
the Bramin, is now broken ; and we may prefumr, 
that the lime is not far dillant, whcr> all that rc-j 
mains to be known of the ancient religion and 
jurifprudcncc of the Indians will be. revealed* 

In the mean while, let us examine their prefen^ 

Vox.. I. E Hate* 
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n o 0 Kflatc, and furnifh-fomc ftrokes of cliaraftcr that 
arc wanting to complete the dcfcripiion of theirs 
* policy and their dodrinc$. 

As the Bramins arc the only perfons who un- 
^ derlland the language of the lacred book, their 
comments on the text arc the fame as thofe which 
have c\crhccn made on religious writings; all the 
maxims which fancy, Intcrcit, paifion or falfezeal 
can fuggeft, arc to be* found in thefe volumes. 
Thefe cxclufive prcicnfions of the interpreters of 
TcUgion have gjvciv them that unbounded Influ- 
ence over, the people, which intpoftors and fana^ 
ties will not fad to exert over men who have not 
the courage to confult either their own rcafon, . 
or their own feelings.* ‘ ' 

FnoM the Indus to the Ganges, the Fedan is 
univcrfally received as the book that contains tlie , 
principles of religion; but the generality differ, 
on fevcral points relative to faith and prafticc. 
That fpirit of debate and refinement, winch for 
fanuny ages has infefted the philofophy of our 
fchools, has made ftill further progrefs among the 
Branuns,' and caulcd more abfurditics in their 
ddannes than it has intioduccd* into cur’s', by a 
mixture of ..Platonifin, which is perhaps itfelf ^ 
derived from the doctrines of the Bramins. ” ' 

‘ Throughout allindoflau, thclaws of govern- 
ment, cuftoenshnd manners made a part of reh-' 
gion ; becaufc every thingis deiived from Brama. 

Tucre IS fotne reafoii to bcheve that Brama 
was pofleffed of the fovereign authority ; as his 
religious inltitutions were, evidently defigncd to 
infpirc the people with a profound reverence and 
great love for their country, and’as they arc evi- 
dently intended toguaid againft the vices incident 
to the climate, by (eiere laws. Few religions feem 
to have b^en fo well adapted to the countries for ^ 
which they were c^culatcd. ^ 
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* It is from Brama that the Indians derive their B O O K 
religious’vencration for the three capital rivers of . -^-_j 
Indollan, the Indus* the Criftina* and the Ganges. 

It was he who confecrated the animal that is molt 
fcrviceable in-the cultivation of land, as well as 
the cow, whofc milk is fo wholefome a nourifli* 
ment in hot countries. To him they aferibe the 
divifion of the people into tribes or cajies, diftin- 
guifti?d from each other by their political and re- 
ligious principles. This infritution is antecedent 
to all traditions and known rccord 3 ,v and may he 
confidcrcd as the, mod ftriking proof of the great 
antiquiiy.of the Indians, Nothing appears more 
contraryito the natural progrefs of focial connee* 
tions, than this dtftribuiion of .the members of 
the fame, community into diftinfr clalTcs. Such 
,an Idea could only be the refult of a Hudied plan . 
of legiflation, which prefuppofes a great profici* 
cncy f in civilization and knowledge. Another 
circumflance ftiU more extraordinary is, that this 
diftinfrion ftiould continue fo many ages, after the 
leading ideas and cooncfling’ tic was forgotten 5 
which affords us .1 remarkable example of the 
ftrength of national prejudices, when fanflified 
by religious ideas. 

Th£ difference between the caffs is remarkable 
at firft fight. The members of each tribe have a 
kind of refcmblance to each other, by which it is 
impoffiblc to inittakc them. They have the fame 
habits, the fame ihape, the fame lone of >0106, 
the fame beauty, or the fame deformity of perfon. 

All tra\cllcrs,- of any degree of obfcr\adon, ha\c 
taken notice of this kind of family air. There 
arc fcvcral orders of Braminsr thole who mix in 
focicty arc,' for ilic molb part, very corrupt in 
their morals; they bchc\e that the water of the 
Ganges Nvill wafli away all their crimes; and not 
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B 0^0 R being fubjcct to any civil jurifclidlion, they live 
either reftraint or virtue; excepting that 
charadter of compalEon and charity which is* fo 
commonly found in the mild climate of India. ' 
Inii others who live abftraftcd from theworldj 
are either weak-minded men or cntljufiafts, and 
abandon themfclvcs to lazinefs, fupcrflition, and 
-- the dreams of metaphyfics. We find in their dif- 
putes the very fame ideas that occur in the writ- 
mgs of our moft celebrated ractaph) ficians ; fucli 
as, fubuance, accident, priority, poficriority, im- 
mutability, mdivifibility, the vital and fcnfitivc 
loulj but with this dilfcrence, that in India thefe 
tine difcovcries arc very ancient, though it is but 
a very Uiort time fince father Lombard, Thomas 
Aquinas, Leibnitz, and Mallcbranchc aftonifiicd 
all Europe with their dexterity in nifing thefe vi- 
fionary Ijfiems. As this abftraftcd manner of 
rcafoning Mas derived to us from t!ic Greek philo* 
lophers, M hofe rermcincnts wc have far exceeded, 
1 C IS not improbable that tlic Greeks themfclvcs 
might have borrowed this ridiculous knowledge 
Irom the Indians ; uulcfs wc rather cliufc to fup- 
polc, that as thq principles of metaphyfics lie 
open to ihc cupadticj of nil , 1 ,^ i„'doIcncc 

?> n r produced the fame efleft 

m ndia, ns that of our monks lies done in Eu- 
‘"’“b'lants pf one 
Jot;:L?epn,m';,;.“'""'“”“>=‘> 

of the ancient Brach- 
Sdn of Itot with 

omi mXk- ■•‘o.olfcfiation of auflerity 

will ol'llcai’cn t ’’"'i'tso, of declaring the 
Tu Wes n "P0t> tl.esulsar in 

ofot'he to them tl.c doc- 
hcnnnioitihtyof the foul, and ccftaid 
notions 



' IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 69 

notions concerning the nature of the SuprcmcBOOK 

Being, and future rewards and puniflnnents. 

To this fpecics of knowledge, w hich is the more ^ 
flattering to the curiofity of man in proportion as 
it tranfeends his weak capacity, thcBrachmans 
added an infinite number of religious obfervanccs, 
which were adopted by Pythagoras in his fchool ; 
fuch as, fading, prayer, filcnce, and conicmpla- 
tion }f virtues of the imagination, which have a 
more powerful efieft upon the \ulgar, than thofe 
of a ufeful and bcnevolenttcndcncy. TheBrach- 
mans were looked upon: as the friends of the 
gods, becaufe they afiefted to pay them fo much 
pUcniion ; and as the protcflors of mankind, be- 
caufe they paid, them none. No bounds were 
therefore fet to the refpeft and gratitude that were 
flrewn them.*, princes thcmfcUcs did not fcruplc 
to confult chefe rcclufes upon any critical con* 
junfture, from a fuppofition, no doubt, that they 
were infpired *, fince it was impoflible to imagine 
that they had the .advantages of experience. 

■We can fcarcely, however, deny, that there 
might be' among them fomc men of real virtue, 

.whofc minds tchflicd the pure and ingenuous de- 
lights of dudy and fcicncc ; and who, by nobly 
raifing their thoughts to the contemplation of 
the firft Being, mufi; have had more powerful 
incitements to render. thcmfclvcs worthy- of his 
care, and none 10 juftify them in deceiving, and 
tyrannizing oyer their fcllow-crcaturcs. * L 
The clafs of military mcA is diSufcd over the 
whole country under dtS'erenc denominations. 

In the Malabar they arc called Nairs ; and here 
they are a well-made and hraicfctol men; but 
proud, cllcminate and fuperlUtious. Some of the 
moll fortunate of them, have contrived to pro- 
vide means of fubfiflence^ for thcmlcKcs. .upon 
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B 0 0 K tills, coaft as in other parts j while others pofTcfs 
^^h^fonic little Iharc of property, llie grcatcll iiunu 
• her of tbcni arc aflivc^ ofllccrs or foldlcrs in the 
camps, ^ It is generally known that they liave ail 
inclination to plunder and extortions;, which tliey 
•ufually difplay upon tlic public roads. Every 
prudent traveller therefore takes the precaution 
to get himfclj attended- by fopic of them; and 
thofc who arc paid for this fen icc, will rather 
fultcr thcuifclvcs to be nialTacrcd, than furvivc 
the ftrangerwho has put himfelf under their pro- 
tcaion.' Were they to betray this trull, their 
neared relations would put them to death.' Tbefq 
manners are peculiar to jhe Malabar country ; 
for the other foldicrs of Indollan'^ have not fuch 
vicious propcnfilicsl - i, . < . 

iNDiipuNojjNT of the clafs'of warriors, there 
arc people, fuch, for inftance, as the Canarins and 
Matattas, who generally- follow tlie military pro- 
Icllion, either becaufc they arc the dcfcciidants of 
fame tribes devoted originally to arms, or becaufc 
times and circumilanccs have introduced a change 

m hielr primitive inllitutions.’- - - - 

T*if conlifts entirely of h'ulbandmcn, 

and there are few countries where this fet of men 
8™"“di:'of tlieir fellow, 
iubjeflsj they are laborious and induhfious.t per- 
feMy acquaimed with the art of dillrlbuting tlieir 

' inhahlf “f niaking the burning foil they 
wLt h '-'Ihayarc in Indii 

ruotel ’/ if not cor- 
honed nndt government, the moft 

fornicrlv °”r This clafs, which, was 

and the^r ™ free from tyranny 

nmn ohw/r a ''"I'-'verwere the hulband- 
labours, ^ arms; their lands and their 

labours were holdcn cijuaUy facred ; they ploughed 

their 
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their fields within view of contending armies, who rook 

futrereJ them to purfuc tbelr peaceful toif without , *• 

raoleftatlon ; .their corn was never fet on fire, nor 
their trees cut down; religion too, tliat all-paver- 
ful principle, lent her ailillancc to reaforr, which, 
though it inculcates indeed the propriety of pro- 
tefting ufeful occupations, lias not of itfclf fufli- 
cient influence to enforce the execution of it's 
own laws* ^ 

The tribe of mechanics Is branched out into 
as many fubdivifions as there arc trades ; no one 
is allowed to rchnquifli the employment- of his pa- 
rents; for this reafon induflryami vnflalage have 
ever gone hand in hand, and carried the arts to 
as high a degree of pcrfcclion'ai they can poflibly 
attain without the amftance of taftc and iinagina- 
tion, which feldom unfold thcmfclves but' under 
the kind influences of emulation and liberty. 

To this tribe of mecUames, which is infinitely 
e.'ctenfite, two kinds of employment belong, re- 
markable for the fmgularity of fomc of their cuf- 
toms. One oClhcm is that of the only workmen 
who arc allowed to dig wells and, ponds. Thefc 
arc the Ilrongcll and mod laborious, men of. the 
country. Their wives fljarc their labours with 
them; they even cat with them; a privilege 
which, throughout all Indoilan, thefe women 
enjoy only in common with the whcs of the car- 
rierj,. 

Tins lad fet of men, to whom all the bufinefa 
of carriage belongs, have no fixed rclidcncc ; but 
travel over the whole pcmnfula. Their families 
and Chcic are earned upon rite 

of oxen ; which, whether from ufurpatiou or ori- 
ginal right, they feed upon all the roads, without 
pa)ing. One of the modimporunt cjnplo)inents 
ol ihofc men is to provide fubfilUncc. for the ar- 
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BO^O Kmics. The; are faflired to pafs freely throuRll 

' — ' — n't’ '“PP^y “f “"o- 

ther. T heir perfons. tlicir beads of burden, and 
even the provifions that belong to them, are all 
P™'’'*' ‘'’“t the provifions 

T"’ of the convoy 

would continue it’s march uninolefted. , 

the rXr“ ‘f'n ‘tore is a fifth, which is 

oh the tea, the members ot it are 
employed in the meanefi olHccs of fociely , they 
bup the dead, carry away dirt, and live upon the 
"““"'o' deaths. They 
and S’ “^I 'tillering into the temples 
ufe Jf d," they allowed the 

bittnL i^' ' ‘“tnoion to all the inlia- 

tl e mtn ‘‘'"'h'oge ate at the extremity ot 
the towns, or conlifi ot folitary cotiages in the 
country and they are even forbidden® to Lfa? 
^ t j'"'® "’‘’"t' Stamms refide. As all 

bihnf.r ‘=“’P’°>' themfebes m the 

labours of agriculture, but only for the benefit of 

heir ' “-'y any lands of 

otM of h ’ c'"" "P”" '"’ht- Such IS the de- 
lete to^t’Tu'’' ‘'’f' ‘f hy "haoee they 

mbe tLl w l^wy”?' helouging to theiV 

life rechonedmo abjeftlrdV'"''' ;“P“"‘'y 

of the laws ■* 'h' PtotecTion 

l=now^orthfco‘’ato“f'’r "''bare 

of Farias" is the famr “““"‘‘‘t ‘'P “■= 
where a farcio-n a ?ven m tbofe countries 
duce fome htde SceTn 't? t“?'t‘hu'ed to pro- 
Die. Tlipirei- the ideas of the pco- 

the Malabar eo?ft,thrch ‘Ls nmT" 7 hS'^n S” 
thp Mogul, and wWel'’;L“Ltd"/uulnS 

Mos’;' 
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•' Most of them ‘are employed in the culture ofB O o K 
Tice. - Near the’fields where they carry on this 
work there is a km’^ which they re* 

tire, when they hear a cry which always comes 
from a diftance, to give them notice of 'fom’e order 
from the perfon on whom, they depend ; 'to' which 
they anfwcr without coming out of their* rctrcatl 
They take the fame precautions, whenever they 
arc warned by a confufed kind of noife of the ap- 
proach of any man whatever. ' If they have not 
time to’hide theinfelvcs,' they fall proftratc unoii 
the ‘.ground, with their face downwards, with ail 
the marks of humiliation’which the fenfe of their 
difgrace. can fuggeft".: 'Whenever the harvefts do 
not'anfwer to the ayidity of an opprcflive mailer, 
he fometimes cruelly fcis fire to' the huts of ‘thefe 
unhappy'hbourcrs } and if they attempt to efcape 
the flames, which Csldom happens, he fires upon 
them without mercy, • ‘ ’ ' > ' . 

. Tub condition of thefe wrctchcd^pcopleisihdr- 
riblc in every refpcQ, even in ilic manner in 
which they arc forced to provide for their moft 
urgent wants, .In ilic dutk of the evening tliey 
come out from their retreats in bands more 'or 
lefs numerous; they direffc their ileps towards the 
market, at a certain difiance from which they 
begin to bellow. The merchants approach, and 
thc-Pouliats aik for what they want. They arc 
fupplied, and the provifions arc laid for them upon 
the very fpot, where the moncy'deflined for the 
payment of them has been prcvioufly dcpofiicd. 

When the purchafers can be affured that they 
ihall not be feen' by any one, they* come out 
from behind the licdgcwhcrc they had conceal- 
ed theinfelvcs,' and . carry away, with precipita- 
tion, what they have acquired 'in 'fo Angular, a 
manner. ‘ 1 - ' • 

These 
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JOOK.' The 5&- Pouliats, however, the eternal object 
I* of contempt among the other, ^tribes, have, cx- 
peUed, as it is faidj^frontiamong Uiemfclves the 
Fouliches ftill more degraded. TTicfc, lafl are 
forbidden the nfe ofriirc, th?y arp not permitted 
to build huts, but arcjreduced to the nccefiity of 
living iuia kind of neft, which, they make for 
tiicmfclvcs.in the forefts, pnd upon the trees'. 
Wheapreffed with hunger, they howl likcAvild 
beafts to e:(cite the compatCon of the patTcngers. 
The moft charitable among the Indians then dc- 
poftt feme rice or other food at the foot, of a tree, 
and retire with all polfiblc baHc,- to give the /a- 
mifltcd wretch an opportunity of taking it without 
meeting.with his benefa^or, who < would think 
hinifclf polluted by coming near; him. 

This extreme dirgraccinto wliich a- confidera- 
ble part of a, numerous nation is s plunged, has 
ala ays appeared an inexplicable circumflance. 
^Icti of the utmoft fagacity have never been able 
to conceive, how a people humane and fcnfiblc 
could have brought thcrofelyes to. reduce their 
own brethren to fo abjcfl a^flatc. To fohe this 
difficulty let us be permitted to hazard a conj'cc- 
turc. in our half barbarous governments, dread- 
ful torments, or .an ignominuius death,! ace allot- 
ted to tbofc criminals who have difturbed, in a 
greater, or Icfs degree, the peace of fodety. May 
we not therefore ccaibnably fuppoft that in the 
ibfi climate of ilndia, a more moderate fyftcm of 
JcgiQauon may have been, fatisficd with excluding 
from tbciE.tnbcs all kinds oF|inalefa£lors.i Ibis 
'puniffiment iiiuCl appear to tbCm fuffident to put 
a flop to the commtffion of fuch crimes j and it 
was certainly the beft. adapted to a country where 
the cfiufion of blood was always forbidden, by 
religious as well as moral principles. It would 
“ * certainly 
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ccTtamly.luvc ' been a very proper circumftancc, D o o K 
if the children had not inherited the infamy of , ^ 
their parents ; .but there wcrc.^unfurmountablc 
prejudices'- which militated againftj this •rclnilatc- 
incut. I There never was an inddnee of a .family 
being received again into a tribe, after It liad once 
been cxpcllcd'from it. \ < 1 i' ‘I -'i'! 

The Europeans, by, living with thefe unhappy 
pcoplcl upon terms of common, humanity, have 
at-iength' made thcnifclvcs. ahnoft. equally ..the? 
objefls of detedation amongi the Indians^. This 
detcilation prevails even to this day in thcinland 
parts of'tlic.coUntry, where -the want- of intcri 
courfe keeps olive ibofc rooted prejudices,; which 
wear off gradually ncai: theifca-caads, avhcrc the 
intereds and. mutuab wants of commerce unite 
men with each, other, rand neceflarily .introduce 
jufler oolioos of- human nature, m, ■ ■ ' ’ - 

• All thefe' clafles. are for cven-feparated from 
each other by unfurmoiinublc barriers } 'they arc 
not aJlowcd.to^inrcrmarry, live,' or cat together. 
Whoever tranrgrefles this rule,, is baniflicd as a 
difgrace to his tribe. .. . . ' * 

OwJiJinigbt expert that thefe reparations /hould 
not cxift in the temples. » There we ought at 
lead to recollect, that didin^ons of birth- arc 
merely a matter of.fbcial convention,! and that all 
men without; exception are brethren,. and chik 
dren of !thc fame Gpd :• but thlsl is by no means 
the cafe here.*,- Sonic of the tribes indeed, draw 
pear to the foot of the altars, and are confounded 
with each-other ;ibut the lowed. of them feel the 
humiliating date of'thcir condition,* even in the 
Pagodas.. _ ^ . .♦ .r * h - > , 

- The religious fjdcm which has given a fane- 
tion to the fuhordination of rank among ;thc Inr 
dians, has not had fufficient iniiuence to prevent 

* them 
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I- diftmaion whicli arc appropriated to the. fupcrioc 
clafles. Ambition, fo natural -to mankind, has 
fometimes exerted itfclf, and fingular expedients 
have becii.tricd by men of reftlefs fpirit, to fliarc 
■with the Bratnins thc.vcncration of the multitude ; 
this has given rife to a race of monks - known in 
India by the name of Jogueys. » - 

Men of all the rcfpcdtable tribes or cailcs are 
permitted to follow this clafs of hfej nothing niore 
is required oh them than to -emulate -the Bra- 
mins in abftra£tcd contemplation and indolence ; 
but at the fame time they arc obliged to furpafs 
them, in auftcntics. Accordingly, the fcvcritics 
which our mod cnthufiallic. monks' impofe ^upon 
thcmfclves, arc not to* be compared- to the hor- 
rible torments to which an. Indian monk devotes 
himfclf. The Jogueys,. bent under the weight of 
their chains, ftrctchedaupon a dunghill, and ex- 
tenuated by mortifications, 'waiclnng, and fafti»g> 
exhibit a fpcftaclc intcrcfling to the multitude. . 

Most of them go about the country, where 
they receive the homage of the people,! and even 
of the great, who either from motives of prin- 
ciple or policy, often defeend from tbcir ele- 
phants, to prottratc thcmfclves at the feet of ihcfc 
difgufting mortals. 'Fruits, flowers, and perfumes 
arc offered to them on all Tides. ' They demand 
wilh^haughtinefs what they want, and receive 
what li-prcfcntcd to ihcnt as’ a tribute •, nor>docs 
this arrogance ever Icffcn the veneration that is 
paid to them. . 'rhe objed of their ambition is to 
coUeft maicriab for planiing- trees, for digging 
^nds, and for repairing or building pagodas. 

Tiiosh. among them who prefer living in the 
woods, arevifued in ihcir fol tude by numbers 
of TOQuicn whofe rank is not fufilcicnt to oblige 

them 
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them to lead a rcclufe life, and crpecially thofeB O O K, 
who have no children# They often Hnd in their , ^ # 

pilgrimage an end to their Ilcrility, which is more 
ignominious in India than any where^ elfc. 

° Tin: men of this order, whole miracles have 
been raoll'extollcd by- report, arc drawn towards 
the cities,' where they fix their refidence : but ftill 
they live under tents, or in the open air. There 
it is that they receive marks of refpefl from all 
quarters, and that they give their advice, which 
is eagerly fought after. '.They fcarce ever condc- 
feend to vifit even the palaces where their prefence 
would be eficemed the highcll honour. If they 
foinetimes yield to the Intreatics of feme woman 
of very confiderablc rank, their fandals which 
they leave at the door, give notice to the huf- 

bandthathe is not allowed to enter. 

Tua marvelous of the Indian mythology u lefs 
agreeable, and lefs alluring than that of the 
Greeks. They have a fcape-horfe, analogous to 
the feape-goat of the Jews.- They admit, as we 
do, good and bad angels. The Lord, faith the 
Shalfer, formed the refolution of creating beings, 
who might partake of bis glory. He fpokc, and 
angels rofe into exificnce ; they fang in concert 
the praifes of their Creator, and harmony reigned 
in the celeftial regions, when two of thefe fpirits 
having, revolted, drew a legion after them. .The 
Supreme Bcnig drove them into a place ot tor- 
ment, from whence they were rcleafcd at the in- 
tcrceflion of the laithful angels, upon conditions, 
which at once infpired them with joy and terror. 

The rebels were fcutcnccd, under dilferent forms, 
to undergo, , in the lowcft of the fiheen planets, 
puiiKhments proportionate to the enormity of 
their firft olfcncc ; accordingly, each angel under- 
went cighty-feven tranfmlgrations upon 
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BOO‘U before he- anunatcd'.thc bo’dy'of a'CQW,JwhicIi _ 

■ holds tlie-higheft‘rank> among ihc* animaL tribes; 

' Thefe difTercnt.tranfinigrations are-fo many.ltagcs- 
of expiation, ■preparatory- to a ftatc’of probationi 
tvhich'vcommcnccsjasifoon as-ihc angcl-tranfiiii- 
grates from uhe^-body of the cow into that of^a- 
human being: in' this^ntuatlon thciCrcatori cn» 
largos his intclleftual faculties,** and > conflitutes 
him' a free agent y and his good or. bad condufk- 
baftctis or retards the- iimc‘ of his*. pardon. • • The 
good'-arc, at‘ their* death,- re-united to the Su- 
premo Being, and the wicked begin anew the sera 
oftheirexpiation.il -'I ■ » *’'• 

. Prom this tradition it appcars',:that"thc’;raei 
•tcmpCychohs is 'an- aOual- punilhmchf/Jandithat 
thc-fouls which*. animate -ihe-^gencrality- of' the ' 
brute creation;'. arc 'iiothing-'more‘'thart' wicked 
fpifits.'"T1us explanation -is certainly not unTver- 
fally adopted in India.*- It-'was-prdbably mvcntcd •’ 
by fomc dcvotc'e’of a niclancholy'and'rlgid caft, 
for the' doClrinc. of the'tTanlinigratioU' of fouls" 
feems originally to have been' founded rather on 
hope than fear;-. -- . 

In fafl, it is natural to*fuppofc that it was only 
adopted at firR as an Idea that flattered and foothea 
mankind, and- would- cafily be -embraced in a <’ 
country -where men;- living- under the influence " 
of. a^dclicious climate -and -a* mild government, • 
began to be fenfiblc of the fliortncl?-of Jife.t-:’A 
fyilcni;’thcreforc,; which.extcndcU’ »t beyond it^s 
natural limits- coulU not fail to be well- received; 

It is a confolation to'an old man,' who'fcesyhim- 
fdf'derertcd-by all that is dear to him,'-to ima-‘ 
gine- that his'-enjoymrnts will Rill' remain, and 
that his diflblution only opcn5''a paflage," to ‘ano- 
ther fccnc of cxiftencc.'- At'thc fame time, it is ' - 
equally a matter of-confolation'to the friends who ' - 
* “■ * attend 
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attend him in his lall moments, to think, that iau.o o K. 
leaving the world.hc docs not rciinquilh the hopes , 
of rifing once more into life. Hence was tlie rife^”**'^’*^ 
and ptogrefs of the doCtrine of tranfmigration. 

Ueafon, diflatisfied with this illuHon, may urge in 
\ain, that. wUhoutjrccoUcftioii. there can be no 
continuance or identity of being j and that if a 
man does not remember that he has cxided, he is 
in the fame fituation as if he lud never cxifted be- 
fore : — Sentiment adopted what rcafon difallowed. 

Tue fliaftcr, no doubt, has given a greater aic 
of feveriiy to . the doftrinc of the inetcmpfycho- 
fis, with a view of making* it more in/irumciJtal 
in fupporting the fyftcra of morality ncccflary to 
he ellabUfltcd. Accordingly, upon this idea of 
tranfmigration confidercd in the light of a punlfli- 
ment, me iliader explains the duties which thq 
angels were required to perform. . The principal . 
ones were charity, abdinence from animal food, 
and a fcrupulous adherence* to the profeflion of 
their anccdors. v This, laft-mcndoncd prejudice, 
in winch all thefe people agree, nouvidiftanding 
tlxy differ in their opinions concerning it’s origin, 
is without example, unlels it be among the an« 
cient Egyptians, whofe inditutions and thofctoE 
the Indians have ceitalnly.fome hillocical relation 
to each other, which is now unknown to us. . But 
though the Egyptian laws cflabUnxcd a diftinaion 
of ranks, none were held in contempt j while, *”00 
the contrary, the laws » of . Brama, by the intro-< 
duftion, perhaps, of fome, abufes, feem to have 
condemned one part of themation to pain and 
infamy. 

It is evident from the civil code, that the In- 
dians were almoft as civilized when Brama infli- 
tuted his laws, as they arc at prefent. Whenever 
a community, begins to affume a certain . form, it 

naturally 
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BOOK naturally divides into fcvcral claOcs, according: 
. . to the variety and extent of tbofc arts that arc' 

ncceflary to fupply*it*s demands. 

It was doubtlefs the intention of Braroa, in 
confirming thcfc'diffcrcnt profellions by fanflions 
in religion, and in confining the exercife of them 
perpetually to the fame families, to give them a 
lafting eftablifhmcnt on political principles j but 
he did not forefee that by thefc means he fliould 
obftruft the progrefs of difeoveries, which in 
future might give rife to new- occupations. ‘ ’Ac- 
cordingly, if we may judge from the fcrupulous 
attention paid by the Indians -at this day to" the 
laws of Brama, we may affirm that induftry has’ 
made no advances among this people lince the 
time of this legiilator ; and that they were aImon:‘ 
as civilized as they arc at prefent, when they firft: 
received his laws. This remark is fufficlcnt to 
give us an idea of the antiquity of thefe people/ 
who have made no’ improvcmcnis in knowledge. 
Cnee an a:ra which feems' to be the mofi anc’rcnt* 
in hiftory. . *' 

Different kinds of food were preferibed by 
. Brama for thefe rcfpcckivc tribes. The military, 
and feme other cafies, arc allowed to cat Ncnlfon 
and mutton; feme hulbandmcn and mechanics 
arc-indulged in the ufc of fi(h; while others li>C’ 
only on milk and vegetables. The Bramins eat 
nothing that has had life. In general thefe peo- 
ple arc extremely fober; but their abllincnco is- 
more or Icfs rigid, in proportion to the degree of 
labour their profeffions require. They arc mar- 
ried In their Infancy. 

Tnn extravagant cuftom oF bur)mg the Iblng 
will; the dead, has prctailcd In the old as well a> 
in the new licmifphcrc } among barb.trous and 
• cUlhzcd cations, in the moft defert as in the mofb, 

• . populoui 
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populous regions. Countries which never hadBooK 
any communication with each other, have equally^ * 
exhibited this cruel fpeflaclc. Pride, cxcellivc^ 
fclf-lovc, and other paihons or vices, may have 
led men into the fame error m different climates. 

It may however be prefumed, that a praflicc 
fo evidently contrary to reafon, has been rhicfly 
derived from the do&rmc of the rcfurreQion of 
the body, and of a future life. T.hc hope of be- 
ing ferved in the other world by the fame perfons 
who have obe)cd us m this, has been the caufc 
of the nave being facrihccd on the tomb of his 
maftcr, and the wife on the corpfc of her huf- 
band. Accordingly, all the records of this kind 
bear witncG*, that tlicfc facrificcs arc mod fre- 
quently made upon the alhes of Princes. 

According to this principle, the Indians ought 
never to have been led allray by the idva of fuch 
an extravagant cuilom. Ihcir prejudice m fa- 
vour of the mctcmpfjchofis i$ well known. They 
have always believed, and probabl) they wiU ever 
adhere to the fame pcrfuafion, that the foul, at 
the dilTolution of the bod), goes to animate an- 
other, and that tlicfc fuccclHvc and coiumual 
iranfuugraiions wdl never ccafc. How is it pofii- 
b)c, that with fuch a f)llem, it can have bcca 
fuppofed that the allies of a wife would be mixed 
with ihofc of a hulband, from whom flic wa* to be 
feparated ctcrnall) ? This is one of thofenumber- 
Icfs inconfilUncics which m all parts of the world 
degrade the human mmd. 

Ir has been a mailer of doubt upon what prin- 
cij Ic tins mllilutioa has been founded, nil our 
opinions were dctciinmcd upon this point b) the 
publication of the cimI code cf ludoflan, i.anf* 

Uicd iroui the blunkiit. 

Noi. 1. C 
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b'o 0 k: The \v!do\ys oP tjic Indians, wlia^evpnpropcn*: 
fity e\ery livingj creature' may have to it’s owa 
^prefervation, rcfolvc upon tbe;facrificc! of theic 
in es with ^ degree oh boWnefs. , If theyi/houlcl 
lecede fiouvit, they would W degraded, covered 
with rag8,j devoted to the nieaneft employiueitts, 
and defpifcd by thp lowed of- the Haves. ^ Theic 
motives maypoHibly havcTomcHure in drengtlv> 
ening their rcfoliition : . but tijcy arc cbieHj urged 
on to this defperate aetTrom the, fear ofc leaving 
an odious merpoiy behind them; and of cobfign- 
ing to infamy thciochUdrcn, whom they Ipve with 
a degree of tendernefs, which dur more obdurate 
beans have never experienced. ■ * ‘ ’ 

These horrid feeues arc fortunately becoming 
every day lels. frequent. • The Eurdpeans netcr 
permit them in the territories over which their 
dominion extends.. Some hloorlfh Pribces have 
alfo proferibed them m their provinces.^- Thofe 
among them whom the ihirft of gold has induced 
iliil to fuifer. them, have fet this permiHion at fo 
high a. price,, that it can feldom. be purchafed. 
But even this dilHculty fomciimcs. inctcafes the 
cagetnefs to obtain it. There arc .women, who 
ba\c been known to demote themfclves for a long 
time to the moft humiliating and hardeft. labour; 
in order to coHcft the Aims required for this ex- 
travagant fuicidc. ’ ( / 

■ A Bramin's widow, ^oung, beautiful, and 
engaging, was deftrous of exhibiting this tragic 
fcenc at Surat > but her Ibhcitaiions u ere not eom- 
plied with. The lady, full of indignation, took a 
bandlu] of burning coals, and, fccmingly regard- 
Ufs of the pain, faid m a firm tone to the Nabob : 
Czrjidcr net ukr.e She tsndcrneji of ntf age ami cfmj 
Jt^ ; fee XK.thubat taJ:rJtl.Uly I bold this Jire in vty 
bands ; and kuoia that ^ith equal ca Jlai-cy / Jball 
thrti-M nijfslf ir.ti tie Jlames^ 
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, Truth, falfchood, fharac, and all forts ofsooK 
civil or religious prejudices arc therefore capable . h 
of exacting the mind of man to a contempt oflifc, 
the grcatell of all blcfiings ; of death, the great- 
eft of all terrors ; and of pain, the greateft of all 
evils. Short-fighlcd leglflators, why have ye not 
difeovered this powerful fprlng of aftion ? Or, if 
ye have knowp it, why have ye not availed your- 
felves of it to attach us to our duties ? What good 
fathers, what obedient children, what true friends, 

Vhat faithful citizens u ould ye not have made of 
us, by the mere diftrlbutlon of thq motives of 
honour and lhamc ? If in the Malabar country 
tlie fear of contempt urges a young woman to 
throw hcrfclf into the flames} in what part, of the 
world would not tiie fame principle induce a 
mother to.fuckle her own child, or a. wife to be 
true to her huiband. 

Tmskind of courage, which is founded on pre- 
judice rather than on charaftcr, is the only one 
the Indians poflefs. In other rcfpcfh thev are of 
a weak) mildy and humane dlfpofitlon, and almoft 
ilrangcrs to fcvcral of the paffions that pre\ail 
among us.. What motive of ambition indeed 
could there be among men deftined to continue 
always in the fame ftatc ? The conftant and re- 
peated cxefcife of the religious ceremonies is the 
only pleafure moft of them enjoy. They loye 
peaceable labour and an Indolent life, and often 
quote this paffage of one of their favourite au- 
thors : ^Tis better to f.t Jlill than to ualk j better to 
Jleep than to azvake', but death is better than all. 

Thejs conftitution, and the e:cccJJ:ve heat of 
their climate, docs not, as it has otien been faid, 
reftrain the impctuofily of their fcnfual appetites, 
or weaken thcip propenfity to amorous plcafurcs. 

The multitude of courtefans with which the 
G a country 
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BOOK couiury abounds, and the attention of the parents 

^ J - to marry their children before the feses can have* 
any inlercourfc with each other, arc proofs of the 
violence of their paflions< They are alfo addid- 
ed to avarice, the vice of weak bodies, and nar- 
row minds. « ^ ‘ 

Their arts are of little' confequence. If we 
except their cottons, there is nothing that comes 
from India that has cither taftc or elegance. The 
fciences are ftiU more neglefled ; and the know- 
ledge of the moll learned Bramins does not go' 
beyond the calculation of an ecHpfe. Before the 
Tartars had penetrated into this country, tliere 
■was not a fingle bridge thrown over the rivers to 
make them paOablc. Nothing can be more 
wretched than the houfes of prayer they have 
lately built. The ancient pagodas, it is true, 
aftonilh us by their foljdity and extent ; but their 
flruflure and ornaments are of the worft kind. 
Beprefentations oF ammaU and miracles, coarfcly 
carved in brick, cover tbe^outfide as well as the 
inftdc of the walls. In the midfl: of the temple, 
upon an altar richly ornamented, ftands a divinity 
of a cololTal fize, which is blackened by the fmokc 
of the lights that arc conlVantly burning round it, 
and the iront of which is always turned towards 
the principal gate, in order that thofe,among it’s 
worlhippcrs, towho-u the entrance of the fane- 
tuary is forbidden, may haie a view of the objeft 
of their adoration. When the people repair to 
their cxercifes of devotion, tjicy are ufhered in by 
the found of mude, and they carry fans fqr the 
pUTpofe of keeping oIF infcfls. The ntode of 
doing homage to the idol, is by fongs, dances, 
and otfcrlngs. If the reputation of the divinity 
be fpread iar abroad, ihoufands*^ of pilgrim*!, in 
large caravans, arc feen flocking in from the moft 
' dvftaut 
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diflant places, vi ho, ia the courfc of their journey, B 
are treated with the moft generous holpuallty. 
Thefe pious fanatics arc never Hopped in tlicfc 
laborious expeditions by the neccihty of pa)ing 
to the Mogul government a tribute proportioned 
to their quality. 

The military clafs have chofen to fix their refi- 
dence in the northern provinces, and the penin- 
fula is chiefly inhabited by the inlerior tribes. 
TIence it has happened, that all the powers who 
have attacked India'on' the fide of 'the fca, have 
met with fo little rcfiftance. U may not be im,. 
proper to remind thofe philofophcrs, who main- 
tain that man is an animal deftined to fubfift upon 
the fruits of the earth, that lire military people 
who indulge in animal food, are more robuH, 
courageous and animated, and live longer than 
thofe of'thc other claffcs who feed upon vegeta- 
bles. It muft however be acknowledged, that 
the difiercncc between the inhabitants of the north 
and foutb, is of too uniform a cafi to be attributed 
entirely to the particular kind of nourilhnient 
they ulc. On one hand, the cold, the clafticiiy of 
the air, Icfs fertility, and more labour and excr- 
eife, with a more varied kind of life ; all thefe cir- 
curaftanccs increafe the appetite and the fircnglh, 
excite a fpirlt of rcfolmiou and afiivity, and give 
a firmer tone and a longer power of duration to 
theorgans : on the other, the beats of the foutli, 
together with great quantities of iruit, the facility 
of fubfiftiiig without an aftivc life, a conllant 
perfpiration, a more free and lavifh ufe of the 
vrreavr* ^■ur*'i.’^rca•c \x> •poptfcftion, niore Vividigetice 
in effeminate plcafurcs, and a fedentary and uni- 
form courfc of exiflcncej thefe fevera! circuni- 
fiances, while they increafe the number of bii ths, 
occafion a fpeedver diffolution. Upon the whole 



S6 HISTORY OF SETTLEMCNTS AND TIRADE 

BOOK It fliould fcem, that though man was not by nature 
formed to confume the fiefh of animals, he is en- 
dued with a power of accommodating hitnfelf to 
the various modes of life that prevail in every 
dilFerenti climate y he’ therefore feeds upon the 
fpoiU of the chacc, upon the produce of the wa- 
ters, or upon the fruits of the' earth; and'be- 
comes either' a flicpbcrd or a' bulbandinan, ac- 
cording to the feniHty or barrennefs of the foil 
he inhabits. • I ' , ' 

The religion of Brama, though fimple in it*s 
origin, is divided into cighty-three fefts, which 
agree W fomc fundamental points, and have no 
difputes about the reft: they live in amity with 
men of all profctlions, bccaufe their own docs not 
oblige them to make profeljtcs. The Indians 
feldom admit ftrangers to their worlbip, and al- 
vrays with extreme rcluflance. This was ih fome 
meafure the fpirit of the ancienf fupcrftitlons,’ ak 
appears from the example of the Egyptians, the 
Jews, the Greeks, and the Homans : 'and though 
It has occafioncd Icfs ravages than the zeal of 
making converts, yet ftiU it prevents the inter'- 
courfc of focicty, and raifes an additional barrier 
between one people and another. 

When we confidcr how bounteoufly nature has 
provided for the bappinefs of thefe fertile coun’- 
tries, where ’every want is cafily fuppVied ; and 
where the compaffionatc caft and moral fyftcm of 
the natives render them equally averfc from per- 
fccution and thc^fpirit or conqueft, we cannot 
help lamenting that a barbarous inequality iliould 
have diftinguiftcd one part of the nation by power 
and privileges, while wretebednefs and infamy 
arc allotted to the reft of the inhabitants. What 
can be the caufc of this ftrangc abufe of rcafon ? 
It muft doubtlcfs be traced to that principle 

which 
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x^hich has been the conllant foiircc of all the ca*B o o ic 
lamitics that ha\c bcfaUcu the mhabiianls of this , 
globe. ' . , . 

\Yk need only fuppofe that a powerful people, 
with few lights to dlrcft them, adopt an orlgmal 
error,' which ignorance brings into 'credit : this 
error foon becomes general, and is made the bafis 
of an entire, fyftem of politics and morality; and 
men foon begin to find that their mod innocent 
propenfmcs'are in' oppofilion with their duties. 

In order to conform to this new plan of morality, 
perpetual violence mufti be offered to tlie plan of 
nature.. This continual ftrugglc will introduce a 
moft amazing contrariety Into their manners ; and 
the nation wdl be compofed oF a fet of wretches, 
who will pafs their lives in mutually tormenting 
each other, and accuiing nature. Sucli >5 the 
picture of all 'the people upon earth, c.\ccpting, 
perhaps, 'a few focictics of lavages.' ^bfurd pre- 
judices have perverted human rcafon, and even 
ftified that inhinft which teaches animals to refift 
bppreffion,and tyranny,* Multitudes of the human 
race really believe tbemfehes to be the property 
o£ a fmall number of men who opprefs them. 

Such is the fatal progreft of that original error, 
which impofturc has either produced or kept up 
in the mind of man. May trucknovvledgercvive 
thofc rights of rcafonablc beings, which to be re- 
covered, need only to be icU J ^agesrof the earth, 
philofopbers of every nation, it is youc*s alone to 
make laws, by pointing out thefe rights 'to )our 
fellovv.ciiizcus. Take the glorious refoluiion to 
inftruft ) our fellow-creatures, and be affuced, that 
if truth is longer in difiufing and, eftabliGi'uig ilfelf 
than error; )ct it’s empire is more fohd and 
lading. Error paffeth away ; but truth remains. 
iVlankind, allured by the CJkpcClation of happincE, 
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BOOK the road to which you will flicw them, will 
, to you with attention. £:£cite a fcnfe of fliame in 

the breads of ibofe tvumetous hireling flaves, who 
are always ready, at the corntnanci of their mailers, 
to dedroy their fellow-citizens. Roufc all the 
powers of human nature to.oppofe- this fubver- 
lion of focial laws. Teach mankind that liberty 
is the iuditulion, of God;. authority that of man. 
Expofe thofe inyHcrious arts which liold the world 
in chains and darknefs: let thepcopic be fcnfible 
how far their credulity has been iinpofed upon ; 
let. them re- aflame with one accord the ufc of 
their faculties, and vindicate the honour of the 
human race. . - - : . . • 

Bbside tlie natives, the Portuguefe found Mo- 
hammedans ia India, fonte of whom came from 
the borders of -Africa. RIoft of them were dc- 
-fcendanisof the Arabs, who had. either fettled 
here or made incurfions. They had poffclTcd 
theinfelvcs of all the countries, as far as the Indus, 
by the force of arms. The moR enlerprifing among 
them had afterwards palTcd this river, and pene- 
trated by degrees as far as the extremities of the 
Eaft. Onthisimmenfe continent thcy became the 
factors of Arabia and. Egypt, and were, treated 
with dihinguilhcd refpea. by all the fovereigns 
who wilhed to keep up an intercourfc with thefe 
countries. Here they ^ multiplied' exceedingly.; 
for as their religion allowedipoligamv,i they mar- 
ried in every place where. they madc any flay. 

' Their fuccefs was ftill more rapid and lafting 
in the iflands that lie fcattcred iirtliis ocean. The 
warvt of commerce procured them the beft recep- 
tion both from princes and their. fubje£ls..i .They 
foon rofc to the bigheft dignities in 'thefe petty 
Rates, and became the arbiters of-government. 
They took advantage of -the. fuperiority of their 

know* 



. IN THE EAST AND ^VI:ST INDIES. ' Sg 

.knowledge, and tlie fupport they received from BOOK 
their country, to eftabiilh an univcrfal dominion. 

The defpois and their tvalTalfi, in order to ingra- 
tiate themfclve-. with them, abandoned a religion 
to which they had no great attachment, for new 
opinions which were to procure tliem fome ad- 
vantages. This facrificc was the lefs difficult for 
them, as the preachcrSiOf the Koran made no 
fcruple of mixing ancient fuperfliiions among 
.thofe they willied to eftabiilh. . . 

, Thesu Mohammedan Arabs, who were apoftlcs 
and merchants at the fame time, had already pro- 
pagated their religion by porclufing a great num- 
ber of flaves, to whom, after they had been cir- 
cumtifed and inftruClcd in their doftrinc, they 
gave their freedom; but as a certain pride pre- 
vented thpm from mixing their blood with tliat of 
thefe freedmen, the latter have m procefs of time 
become a diftinft people, inhabiting the coaft of 
the Indian pcninfula from Goa to Aladrafs. 7'hey 
underfland neitlicr thel’crfian, the Arabian, nor 
the Moorifli, language, and confinc'tbemfelves tp 
that of the countries m which ihcy live. Their 
religion is a fpecies of Moliammedanifm extreme- 
ly corrupted by Indian fupcrftitions. On the coalt 
of Coromandel, where they arc known by the 
name of Coolies, they are brokers, fecreiaries, 
merchants and Tailors ; and on the Malabar coaft, 
where thcyarc callcd.PooIiahs, they exercife the 
fame profeffions, though with lefs credit ; for their 
avaricious, falfc, and fanguinary charaders occa- 
fion a general miftruft, 

Indostan, which has fincc been alinoft entire- Conduftof 
ly reduced by war under a foreign yoke, was, 
the arrival ot the Portuguefe, divided between the the Ma- 
kings of Cambaya, Delhi, Bifnagar, Narzingua 
fmd Caheut, each of which reckoned fcvcral fo- 

vcrcigns. 
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BOOK vcrcigns, more or*lcIs powerful,' among their tri- 
. . butaries. The laft of thefc monarchs, who is bet- 
jer known by ihc'name'of Zamorin,’ which an- 
' fwers to that of emperor, than by the name of his 
capital city, poflTcfled* the moft maritime Rates, 
and his empire extended overall the Malabar. , ’ 
There is an ancient tradition, that when the 
Arabs began to cRablinr thcmfclvcs in India in 
the eighth centuryi the king of Malabar was fo 
highly plcafed with their religion, that he not 
only embraced the Mohammedan faith, but-alfo 
Tcfolvcd to end his days at Mecca. Calicut, the 
place where he embarked, attrafled fo much the 
notice and refped of the Moors, that they infen- 
fibly acquired the habit of carrying their fliips 
there. This port, however Inconvenient and dan- 
gerous it was, became, from the mere efteft of 
this fuperftitlon,' the richcll Raple'of tbefe coun- 
tries. Precious Rones, pearls, amber, ivory, chi- 
na-ware, gold and filvcr,filks and cottons, indigo, 
fugar, fpiccs, valuable woods, perfumes, beauti- 
ful vainifl^es, and whatever adds to the luxuries 
'of life, were brought there from all parts ‘of the 
EaR. Some of thefc rich commodities came by 
fea ; but as navigation was neither fo fafe, nor ^ 
puriued with fo much fpirlc as it hath been fmee, 
a great part of them was conveyed by land oil the 
backs'of’oxcn and elephants. ' ‘ • 

Gama, informed of'thefc particulars at* Me- 
linda, whcTc he touched, took an able pilot from 
thence to conduQ him to thht port in which Com- 
merce was the moR fiourifiiing; ‘ aierc he fortu- - 
natcly met' with a '•Moor of Tunis, Who^uhder- 
flood the Portilguefc language, and who having 
been an aflonlihed-witnefs ot the esploits of thefc 
people on the coaR of’Barbary, had conceived an 
attachment for them, whiclh fofe fupenor to his 
' ‘ pre^u- 
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prejudices. This predikftion engaged the MoorB O O K 
to exert himfclf to the utmoft of his power jn the , ^ 

fervice of thefe people, who pheed an implicit 
confidence in him. He procured Gama an au- 
■dicncc of theZamorm, whoprqpofed an alliance, 
and a treaty of commerce with the king hisniader* 

'rhis was upon the point of being concluded, 
when the Mufiuhnen found means to excite liif- 
picions agamfta rival power, whofe courage, adi- 
Vity and knowledge tliey dreaded 1 he reports 

the) made to hiuv of the ambition and reliefs 
fpirit of the Portuguefe, made fuch an imprefllon 
on the mmd of the prince*, that he refohed to 
deftroy thofe- advcnturei* to whom he had jult 
before gnen fo favourable a recqition, f 

Gama, apprized of this change b) Ins faithful 
guide, fent his brother back to the fleet, with the 
following inftrudlions If I ear that I 

am throAA tnio pn/cti^cr put to d,atby ’/ feriftd ) 0 Uy 
as your ccmmamLi , cither to come to nif oJfJiantCy or 
avenge mj death , fet fail immcdmA/y, and nfsrm 
the jt/wg of the partu dais tf our *vo) 7»t 

Poi<TONMLi.v the Poriuguele were not re- 
duced to thefe extremities ihc Zamorin, how- 
ever defirous, did not dare to eariy his defign i ito 
execution , and the admiral wa^ allowed to return 
to his fleet After making fome well tuned re- 
pnfals, which procured a reftitution of the mcr- 
chandife and of the hoftages he had left in Call- 
cut, he failed for Europe ' 

It is impofiible to dcfcribc the joy that pre- 
• vailed at Liffaon on his return Hie inhabitant* 

’belicid thcmlelves on the point of cUalihflnng the 
richeft commerce m the world, and being a* 
much addiScd to fuperflilion as to atarice, flat- 
tered thcmfclv es at the fame time that they iliould 
propagate their religion, cither by perfuanon, or 
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B o o K.by the force of arms. The popes, who omitted 
. I ^ no opportumty of confirming their opinion of 
their fupreme authority upon earth, gave the 
Portuguefe all the coafis they lliould difcoxcr m 
the Paft, and infpired this little Rate with all the 
folly of conqueU 

Numdcrs were eager to embark on board the 
new fleet that was fitted out for tlic c^pcdltlon to 
India Ihirtecn telTcIs that failed from the Ta- 
gus, under the command of AUarcs Cabral, ar- 
rived at Calicut, and reftored fome of the Zamo- 
rm’s fubjcils, whom Gama had earned away with 
him. 1 hefe Indians fpoke m the moft favourable 
terms of the treatment they had received , but it 
was a long timc-bcfore the Zamorm was recon- 
ciled to the Portuguefe , theMoonfli party pre- 
vailed, and the people of Calicut, reduced by 
tbciT intrigues, inaflacred fifty of the adventurers 
Cabral, m revenge, burnt all tiie Arabian vclfels 
in the harbour, cannonaded the town, and then 
failed firfito Cochin, and afterwards to Cananor. 

T HE kings of both tbefe towns gav c him fpiccs, 
oIFercd him gold and Ulvcr, and propofed an alli- 
ance with him againft ihcZainorin, to whom they 
were tributaries The kings of Onor, Culan, ana 
fcvcral other pnnccs made the fame overtures, 
llattcnng thcmfelvcs that they fliould all be re 
lieved from the tribute they paid to the Zamonn, 
that they Ihould extend the fionticrs of their do 
inintons, and fee their harbours crovvded with the 
fpoils of Afia This general infatuation procured 
to the Portuguefe fo great an afeendant over the 
whole country of IMalabar, that wherever they 
appeared thc) gave thcliw "No fovcrcign was 
fullered to enter into an alliance with them, un 
Icfs he would acknowledge himfelf dependent on 
the court ot Lifbon, give leave that a citadel 

fliould 
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fiiouW bebmltin his capital, and fell Ins mcr-BOOK* 
chandifc at the price fixed by the buyer. The . 
foreign merchant \vas obliged to wait till the 
Portuguefe had completed their lading j and no 
perfon was fuffered to navigate thefe feas without 
producing pafiports’ from them. The wars in 
which they were unavoidably engaged, gave little 
interruption to their trade ; with a fmali number 
of men they defeated numerous armies j their 
enemies met with them everywhere, and always 
' fled before them j and, in a fliort time, the ffiips 
of the Moors, of the Zamorin and his dependents, 
no longer dared to make their appearance. 

The Portuguefe, thus become the conquerors 
of the Eaft, were perpetually fending rich car- 
goes to their own country, which refonnded with 
the fame of their exploits. The port of Lifbon 
gradually became the refort of all the traders 
in Europe, and the grand mart of Indian com- 
modities} for the Portuguefe, who brought them 
immediately from India, fold them at a lower rate 
than the merchants of other nations. 

To fecure and extend thefe advantages, it be- 
came ncccfiary to call in the aid of reflection to 
corrcCl and llrcngthcn what had hitherto been 
the offspring of chance, of a Angular i^t^epidit ^ ; 
and a happy concurrence of ctrcumftauces. It 
■was ncccflary to eftabliflr a fyflem of power and 
commerce, which, at the fame time that It was 
cxtenfivc enough to take in all objcfls, Ihould be 
fo well connected, that all the parts of the grand 
edifice intended to be raifed, Ihould mutually 
flrengrijen each other. Notivnhflandmg the in- 
formation the court of Lifbon had received from 
the accounts tranfmitted from India, and the 
teftimony of thofc who had hitherto been intruded 
with the managcmcijc of it*s intcrefls in that 
^ quarter; 
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B 0 O Kquarter-Ji It Wifely rcpofcd all it’s confidence m 
^ I Alphonfo Albuquerque, the mpll difcerning 
- all the Portuguefewho bad vifited Afia. j ] 
^ The. new viceroy acquitted hirafelf beyond e:^.- 
pcdation. jhe found it neceflajry that Portugal 
fliould have m fcttlcmcnt >vlnch might eafily bs 
defended, where there was agopd harbour and a 
wholcfome-air, and where the Portuguefc might 
refrcfli themfeives^ after the fatigues of their pafi 
fage from Europe^ Wuh thisj viqw he cad his 
eyes upon Goa, which he forefaw would be an 
important'acquifition to Liibon, . , 

Congueft GoA, which nfcs m the form of an ainphithca- 
thePwtu^ tre,^ IS fituated near the middle of the coaft^ of 
suefc * Jdalabar, upon an i0and feparated frqm thg con-* 
tment by the two branches of a nver, which if- 
fuing from the Balagate mountains, fa^s into the 
fca at thediftanccoT three leagues from the cit), 
after having formed, under it’s walls one of the 
fined harbours m the worlds Numerous canals 
formed entirely by the hand f of nature, thick 
woods with very good roads through them, mca^ 
dows enamelled with an infinite vanqty of flowers, 
villas m the mod picafing fituations j all contn^ 
bute to render this a delightful ifland, the cir- 
cumference of which may be about ten leagues , 
and the land exhibits an agreeable variety of 
valhes and nfing grounds. Before the entrance 
into the road, wc obfetvc the two peninfulas of 
Salfetic and Barda, which ferve the double pur- 
pofes of defence and flicltcr to the citj. They 
are guarded by forts hned with artillery, where 
all fliips arc obliged to flop before they come t<? 
an anchor m the harbour. 

Goa, though not fo confidcrable at that time 
asitliasbccnfiucc, was looked upon as the moft 
advantageous poft m India, dt belonged to the 

king 
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king pf.^hc_I?ecai\; but Idalcan, who was intruft-B-o o.K 
cd wUhjh? government’ of dt, had; afiumed; an, . ^ 

independency, and endeavoured* to., extend his. 
po>ver in.J^ahbar.i, "W.hUc this ufurper was pur-- 
iuinghis fehemes on. the continent,! Albuquerque^ 
appeared. /befgre.the gates of Goa,- took the city 
by ftoripj apd acquired^ this .valuable advantage, 
with very little Iqf?. ''i; : , , ' • 

V Idalcan, informed of, the lots he had fuftained, 
did.npf .heiitatef a. rpoment ,\vhat ^mcafurcs, hc; 

Ihould take. In’conjunftions.cvcn withj thc . In- 
dians, :hU;.cncniies,‘wlip. were aiipofl; as much in- . 
terefted this matter .a§.himfclf,‘ he marc.hedto- 
war;ds the capital, .with a. degree of expedition 
nevcr^be.fo.rc, .known in that country. ; .The Por- 
tuguefe: haying no..firtp footing there,. and finding 
tliemfelvcs .unable .to preferve their conqueft, -re- 
treated ;to their flnps; which.kept their ftation in 
the harbour, and fent to.Cochin.for; a reinforcct 
mcnc.i WiiUe ithey. wcrc;.waiting.for theic 
provifion?i failed. \.Idqlcan offered them a fupply, 
giving them to underftand; Hiat he'chofe. to con-j 
quer-by^rms, and not by , It was cuftomary 

at that time,- in the Indian wars, for, the armies 
to fuffer ptoyifions tqbc carried .to their enemies.- 
Albuquerque .rcic^lcd the ;offcr made him, with 
this reply,. he-io^idd rcteivc 710 prefmts from 
Idalcan till \they yxere frrnidi^ .The fuccour h(5 
hourly expefted never arrived. 

. rXHisdifappointmcntdctcrmincd himto-rctreat, 
and to poftponc the execution; of his, darling pro? 
jeft to a.raorcjfavourabic opportunity, .which pre- 
fcnted.'itfclf a few. months- after. Idalcan being 
obliged to lake the field again to prcfcrvc.his do- 
minions from abfolutc dcftruftion,. -Albuquerque 
made a fudden attack upon Goa, which he carried 
by ftorin, and fortified himfelf in the-plaee, ^ As 
^•i the. 
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Q O o Iv ihc harbour of Calicut was good for nothing, an 
ccafcd to be rrcrvutiitt-d by the Arabian vcflcis, a 
trade and Tii.[ii.ii were traiisierrcd to this cil; 
whieU became the metropolis of all thePortugue 
fcttlcmcnts in India. 

Titi natives of the country were loo wcnk, tc 
difplrncd, and too much atvanance, to put a Uc 
to tile fuccefs of this enterprifing nation. - Ni 
thing remained to be done but to guard again 
the b.g)piuns, nor was the Icall precaution titlu 
omitted or ncgicftcd. -*• 

Planner iu Eoyi’t, which is confidcrcJ as the parent of a 
Eul^ *^*,hi{loncal antiquities, the fourcc of policy, and ili 
cvncOou* nurfery of arts and fcicuccs, after Iiaving rcinainc 
T'a*’ for ages in a (late of reparation from tlic tell < 
ftreihe world, who were held in contempt by th 
Portu- wife country, undcrOood and praflilcd na\ig< 
SoyUed*^ non. The inhabitants had lopg ncglcflcd tli 
tijeCajw Mediterranean, where they did not certainly c' 
Good any great advantages, and direfted the 
courfc towards the Indian ocean, ^ which was tli 
true channel of wealth. 

SiuucK wiih'^ihc fituation of this country b< 
iwcen two Teas, one of which opens the road ! 
the Pall, and the other to the Well, Alexande 
formed the dcfign of fixing the feat of hisemplr 
in Egypt, and ot making it the center of trade i 
the vhole world. Thii prince, who had mor 
difccTiinient than any otlicr conqueror, faw that 
it were polhble to form an union betn ecu his pre 
fent and future acquifUions, he mull make choic 
of a country which nature feetns to have placec 
as. it were, m contact with Africa and Afu t 
conneft them with Europe. Tlie premature dcat 
of the greatcll commander that hiftory and fabl 
have held up to the admiration of mankinc 
would for ever have annihilated thefe vafl pre 

je£t' 
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jefts, had they not been in part purfued by B O o 
Ptolemy, one of his lieutenants; who, upon the . . 

d\vifion of the moft ■magnificent fpoll ever known, ' 

claimed Egypt for fiis fltare. i { , , ^ 

iM.the reign of ‘this new fo>creign and^his dm-, 
mediate fuccclTors, commerce made prodigious 
improvements. Alexandria was the mart of the 
merchandife that came from India, and the port 
of Berenice on t)ic Kcd Sea, was put into a Hate; 
fit tp. receive them. jIn order to jfacihtate thsj 
communication between the two jcufes, a canal; 
was digged, which ifliicd from one otjhebranches. 
pf the Nile, and difcharged itfelf^into the Ara-^ 
bian Gulph.^ By the fkilful management of fevc- 
ral dreams, and by . a^ great number ,of, fluiccs' 
condruClcd with ingenuity, the canal was -ex- 
tended to the- length of fifty leagues ; it^s brcadtl\ 
was fi\c and twenly toifcs,*and it's, depth was 
madc^ fuificient .for the fifips it was intended* to 
beaf. ' Xhis magnificent work, for. fomc pj^ilofo^ 
pliical rcafons, the detail of winch w^uld take uft 
loo much of ouc time, was not attended with thofc 
advantages that were expeded from it ; fo that rt 
fell to_ruiniinpcrccptib!y» f 

The Government attempted, by ^ycry pofliblc 
means, to fupply the want of it. iln the midfl of 
tbofe barren and parched up defarts through, 
winch It was neceffaryto pafs, diUcrcnt inns were- 
cftablifliccl, and, rcpofiiorics of water formed, 
where the travellers with their caravans rcfrcflicd 
themfcUcs and their camels. . * , 

A WRITER, who has ^ntcred deeply into this 
sad irhcle accounts we follow, (ells us, 
that fomc of the numerous vefiVU that were built 
in conrequcncc of thefe connexions, traded only 
in the gulph with the Arabians and Ab^fiinians. 

Among thole winch ventured out Into the main 
-Vot. I. ’ H ocean. 
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ocean, fomc failed fouthward to the right along 
the caftern coa(h of Africa, as far* as the idand 
of Madagafearj while others, fleering w the left 
towards the Perfian gulph, went even as far as 
the Euphrates, to trade with the people -on it*s 
banks, particularly with the Greeks, whom Alex- 
ander had brought there with him in his expedi- 
tions. Others, grown ftiU more cntcrprifmg from 
the hopes of gain, penetrated as far as the mouths 
of the Indus, traverfed the coaft of Malabar, 'and 
touched at the ifland of Ceylon, known to the 
ancients by the name of Taprobane. A very 
fmall number paffed through the Coromandel to^ 
go up the river Ganges, as far as Polybotra, a 
town the moft celebrated In India on account of, 
it’s riches. Thus induflry proceeded by gradual 
advances, from one river or coaft to another, to 
appropriate the produflions of thofe countries 
that abound moft in , fruits, flowers, perfumes, 
precious ftoncs, and all the delicacies of volup- 
tuous luxury.’ ^ ' ‘ ‘ ^ ’ 

The boats made ufc of in thefc expeditions 
were long and flat, not unlike thofe that are feen 
upon the Nile. Before the invention of the com- 
pafs, in conlcc^ucncc of which larger vcffcls, car- 
r)uig more fail, were fitted out for the main 
ocean j It was neceffary to row clofc to the fhore, 
and to follow the windings of the coaft from one 
point of land to another. The fidcs of the fliips 
were alfo made lefs, in order to weaken the power 
of the wind over them y and thelhips were more 
fliallow, left they liiould ftrikc againft rocks, 
fands, or fiiallows. Thus a voyage, not fo long 
by onc.tlurd as thofe which are now performed 
in lefs than fix months, fbmetimes lafted five years 
or more. ^Thc d^clency of the ftilps in fizc, 
wag then fuppUed by numbers j and the^ difad- 
' ^ L ' vantage? 
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vantages of flow failing were compenfated by the book 
frequent fleets that were fitted out. ^ 

The Egyptians exported to India the fame ar- ^ 
ticks that have been carried there ever Gncc, to 
wit, woollen manufafturcs, iron, lead, copper, 
fome fmall pieces of workmanfljip, in glafs and 
filver, in exchange for ivory,, ebony, torloife- 
fliell, while and primed linens, filks, pearls, pre- 
cious {tones, cinnamon, fptces, and particularly 
frankincenfe j which’ was a perfume the moft in 
efteemj from it*s being, ufed in divine worfliip, 
and contributing to the gratificaiioa of princes. 

It fold at fo high a price, that the merchants adul- 
terated Under pretence of improi'ing it. So ap- 
prehenfive is avarice of being defrauded by po- 
verty, that the workmeq who were employed in 
making it were naked} haiing only a girdle about 
their loins, the ends of which were fealed by the 
proprietor of the manufadure. 

.•All thefeafaring and trading nations in the 
Mediterranean reforted to the ports of Egypt to 
purchafe the produdions of India. When Car- 
thage and Corinth became ihcvidims of the vices 
introduced by their opulence, the Egyptians were 
themfeU es obliged to export the riches with which 
thefc cities formerly loaded their own vcflels. As 
their maritime power incrcafcd, they extended 
their navigation as far as Cadiz. They could 
fcarccly fupply the demands of Home, the luxury 
of which kept pace with h's conquefts } at the 
fame time that the Egyptians themfclvcs were 
arrived at fuch a pitch of extravagance, that the 
accounts given of it have the air of romance. 
Cleopatra, with whom their empire and hiftory 
expired, was as profufe as flic was libidinous. 

But notwithflandlng ihcfc incredible cxpcnccs, 
the idvantagcs they derived from tbc Indian trade 
Ha were 
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BOO Kwcre fo great, that after they were fubducd and 
. . plundered, lands, proviftonsj'^ and mercliandife, 
bore double the price at Uoine If Plmy may 
be credited, the conqueroi, by remftanng the 
conquered m this fource of opulence, which was 
calculated rather to flatter their vanity than to 
aggrandize their power, gained twenty thoufand 
per cent. Ihougii it be evident that tins calcu- 
Ktion IS exaggerated, we may from thence form 
a conjecture of the profits that mufl; have been 
gamed m thofe diftant ages, when the Indians 
•were nqt fo well acquainted with their own in- 
tcreft. ^ ^ 

While the Romans had virtue enough to pre- 
ferve the power acquired by their anceftors, Egypt" 
contributed greatly to fuppon the dignity or the 
empire by the nehes it poured into it from India.' 
Rut the tulncfa of luxury, like the corpulency of 
the body, is n fymptom of approaching decay. 
This vaft empire funk under it's ownJweight,^ 
and, like levers of wood or metal, whofe cxcelfivc- 
length contributes to their weaknefs, is broke? 
and was divided into two immcnfc parts. 

Egypt was annexed to the cAftern empire, 
which lafted longer than the weflern , becaufe it 
was not attacked fo early, or with fo much vi- 
gour. If riches could have fupphed the place of 
courage, iPs fituation and refourccs would everfJ 
have made it invincible But the inhabitanis of 
this empire had nothing except ftratagem to op- 
pofe igaiilll an enemy, who, to the cmhufnlin 
of a new religion, joined all the ftrength ot an 
unci\ ilized people A torrent, the fwcU of which 
W1S thus incrcafing from the ravages it made, was 
not to be flopped by fo flight a barrier In the 
fc\cn(ii century icfwept away fcvcral provinces, 
and Egypt among the reft, which, after haVmg 

been 
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been one of the principal empires of antiquity,!! o o K 
and tile model of all modern monarchies, was at , 
length dcllincd to fink, into that flate of languor 
and oblivion, in which it remains to this day. 

Twe Greeks comlorted thcmfelves under this 
misfortune, on finding that the wars of the Sara- 
cens had diverted the ftream of theTndian com- 
merce from Alexandria to Conftaminople, by two 
channels already well known. One of thefe was 
tile IZu.xine or Black Sea, where it was ufual to 
embark to gomp the Phafis; at firft upon large 
\t.lTels, and afterwaids upon fmaller ones, which 
failed as far as Scrapanna j fiom whencei in four 
or five days, the merchants convc)cd their com- 
mochries by hud-camage to the river Cyrus, 
which falls into the Cafpian fca. Having croffed 
this tenipcftuQus ocean, they arrived at the mouth 
of»thc Oxus, which extended almoft as far as the 
lource of the Indus, and from whence they re- 
turned the fame way, laden with the treafures of 
Afia. Such was one of the means of communi- 
cation between this continent, always naturally' 
rich, and that of Europe, which was then poor, 
and ravaged by it’s own inhabitants. 

Thc other channel of communication was more 
fimplc. The Indian vcfTels, failing from different 
coalls, palTed the Perfian gulph, and dcpofiicd 
their cargoes on the banks of thc Euphrates, from 
whuKc they were, carried in a day or two to Pal- 
myra, and were Cent off to thc coafts of Syria, 
from that city, 'which undoubtedly owed it’s 
origin to thc idea of it’s ferving’ for that kind of 
ftaple, cftablifijcd in one of thofc very uncommon 
parts of Arabia, where trees, water, and a foil 
fufccpiiblc of cultivation, arc to be found. This 
city, though fiiuatcd between the two great em- 
pires, of {lie Homans andParthians, was fiill for 

a long 
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BOO K a long time allowed to remain neuter. It was at 
length fubdued by Trajan, who did not withdraw 
any of it’s riches from it. It was even during the 
courfeof the hxmdrcd and fifty years of it's being 
a Roman colony, that thofc temples, porticos and 
t palaces, were railed within it's walls, after the 
model of the Greek architeftnre j and the ruins 
• of which, fo accurately delineated, have lately 
excited fo much of our admiration and afionifii- 
incnt. 'The prorperities of this celebrated city 
became fatal to it, fince they determined the 
queen to attempt to throw off an allegiance which 
wes not oppreflivc: it was utterly ruined by 
Aureliao, This emperor, it is true, afterwards 
permitted a few'ciuzcns, who had furvived the 
calamities of their country, to rcfiorc it, and to live 
there : but it is a more eafy matter to dcflroy than 
to rebuild. This feat of commerce, of arts, and 
of the grandeur of Zenobia, became gradually 
an obfeure place, a fortrefs of little confcquencc, 
and at length a imferable village, confining of 
thirty or forty huts, built in the fpacious circuit 
of a public edifice formerly of great magnifi- 


Palmyra being defiroyed, the caravans, after 
tome fluftuations, conftanily took the road of 
-Aleppo; which, by means of the harbour of 
Alexandretta, turned the current ofwcalth toCon- 
ftantmople, that was at length become the gc- 
ncral mzxt of all the produftions of India. 

iHis fingle advantage might have retarded the 
lall Qt the empire, and, perhaps, have refiored it 
to us ancient grandeur; but thatgrandcur had 
been acquired by arms, by virtues, and by frugal 
manners ; and it was now defiitute of all thofc 
means of maintaining it*s profperity. The Greeks, 
corrupted by the prodigious accefiion of wealth, 

which 
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which an excluHvc commerce, poured in uponflook, 
them ahijoft without any efforts or a^ivity of , h 
their own, abandoned themfeUes to that indolent^ 
and efieminate way of Hfc, which ms infallibly 
brought on by luxury 5 they gave up their time 
to the frivolous pleafurcs of the brilliant and vo- 
luptuous arts; and to futile, obfeure, and fophif- 
tical difqmfiiions on matters of tafte and fenti- 
ment, and even of religion and politics, i They 
could fuffer thcmfclyes to be oppreffed, but knew 
not how to affert their right to be properly go- 
verned ; and alternately made their court to ty- 
rants by the molt abjeft adulation, or .irritated 
them by a faint refiftance. When, the emperors 
had bought thefc people, theyj fold them to all 
the monopoliaers who aimed, at enriching them- 
fclvcs by the ruin offtheftate. The governmenr, 
ftill more corrupted than it’s fubjefts, fuffered it's 
navy to decay, and placed it*s whole dependence 
on the treaties it entered into with the /irangcrs; 
whofe fliips frequented U*s ports. The Italians 
had infcnfibly engroffed the carrying trade, which 
the Greeks had For a long time kept in their own 
hands. This branch of bufmefs, which confihs 
more in aflivity than proSt, was doubly ufcful to 
a trading nation, whofe chief riches arlfc from 
^maintaining their vigour by labour. Indolence 
haftened tlicdeilruclion of- Conflantinopic, which 
was preffed and furrounded on all- fides by the 
conquclls off the Turks.- The Genoefe fell into 
the precipice whlcli their perfidy and avarice had 
digged for tlicm. Mohammed ihe fccond drove 
them from Caffa, to which place they had, of 
Iate>cars, drawn the grcatcll part of the Afiatic 
trade, . . 

Tu£ Venetians did not watt for this c^ent to 
give them an opportunity o£ reviving their con- 
nections 
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ncdlions wuh Eg>pt. They had experienced mora 
indulgence than they expelled from a govern* 
mcui crtabUllKd hnccthc la(l crufadcs, and neatly 
rcfcmbhng that of Algiers. Tlic Mainmclucs* 
ivhoat the time at thefewars h.td taken ponilHoa 
of a throne of whicli they had hitlicrto been the 
fuppori, were for the moll part flaves brought 
from CircalTia m their infancy, and trained up 
early to a military life. The fupreme autboriiy 
was veiled in a chief, and a council compoftd of 
four-and'twenty princip.il perfons. This military 
corps, which cafe would unavoidably have ener- 
vated, was recruited every year by a multitude 
of bold adventurers, who flocked Iroin all parts, 
with a view of making their fortune. Thefe 
greedy people were prevailed upon, bv a fum of 
money and promifes, to confent that their coun* 
try Ihould be made the mart oi Indian merchan- 
difc } and were thus bribed into a mcafure, which 
the political mtcreft of their ftaie would always 
have required them to adopt. The inhabitants 
of Pifa and llorcncc, of Catalonia and Genoa, 
received feme benefit from this, change ; but it 
was of fignal advantage to the Venetians, by 
whofe management it was eftefted. Alfairs were 
in this fituanon when the Portuguefe made their 
appearance in India. , 

Tins great event, and the confcquenccs that 
immediately followed it, occalioncd much unea- 
fmefs at Venice. This republic, fo celebrated for 
it’s wtfd^om, had lately been difconccrted by a 
league which U could not oppofe, and which it 
certainly had no rcafon to forefee. Several princes 
of dtlTerent intcrcfls who were rivals in power, 
pid had pretenfions of an oppoflte nature, united, 
pi deflance of ^1 the rules of juftice and policy, 
10 dfftroy a ftatc \irhich had not given the Icaft 
'' umbrage 



IN THE EAST AND.WEST INDIES. 105 

umbrage to any of them; and even Lewis thcBooK 
Xllth, who of all thefe princes was the moll , 
interefted in the prefervanon of Venice, brought^ 
it to the brink ot ruin by the vifiory of Aigna- 
dclle. The quarrels which muft ncccfliirily arife 
among fuch alhcs, joined to the prudence of the 
republic, faved it from this danger; which, though 
more imminent in appearance, was, in fadl,. not 
fo great nor fo immediate, as that it was now ex- 
polcd to by the difeovery of a palTage to India by 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

^ '■Vhnice foon perceived that her commerce, and 
confcqucntly.hcr power, was on the point of be- 
ing transferred to the Portuguefe. Every expe- 
dient was tried that an able adminillration coufd 
fuggeft, Some^of the fkilful cmiflaries, which 
the Hate took. tare to retain and employ dexter- 
oufiy in all places, tperfuaded the Arabs fettled in 
their country, and ihofe that wcic djfperfed over 
India, or the cadern coaH of Africa, that as their 
inteicft was equally concerned with that of Ve- 
nice, they ought to unite with her againft a na- 
tion, which had made itfclf midrers of the com- 
mon fourcc of their riches. 

The rumour of this league reached the Sultan 
of Egypt, whofc attention was already awakened 
by the misfortunes he felt, as well as thofe he 
forefaw. iThccuftoms, which conflituted a prin- 
cipal branch of his revenue, and by winch fi\c 
percent, was levied on the importation, and tep. 
on the exportation of .Indian gooJi, began to 
bring in little or nothing. The frequent bank- 
Tuptcitts, which WCIC the ncccflary confequence 
of the cmbarrafTmcnt of alTairs, exafperated men’s 
minds agamft the government, which is always 
rcfponfiblc to iljc people for the calamutes they 
endure. Tfacimhiia, which was ill paid, fear- 
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BOOK reinforcements, and regained their fuperiorlty, 
L wluch they ever after prcfervccl. The armaments, 
whiclt continued to ‘come from Eg) pt, were al- 
ways beaten and dlfpcrfcd by the fniall Portuguefe 
fquadrons that cruifed at the entrance ot' the 
gulpb. 

As thefe flclrmifhcs, however, kept up a con- 
ftant alarm, and occafioned feme expence, Albu- 
querque thought U incumbent on him ta put- an 
end to them by the dcftrucilon of Suez : a’projcft 
wlftch was thwarted by a variety of obRaclcs. -• 
The lied Sea, which feparates Arabia from 
Upper Ethiopia and part of Egypt, is three- hun- 
dred and fifty leagues in length, and forty- in 
breadth. As there Is no river falling into it of 
-fufijcicnt' force to counicrafl the influence of the 


tide, It is morc'afTeded by the motions of the 
great ocean, than any of the Inland Teas nearly in 
the fame latitude. It 'is not much cxpofed.to 
tempefts j the winds ufually blow from north and 
Xouth, and being periodical like the monfoons in 
India, invariably determine the feafoa of failing 
into or out of this Tea. It may be divided into 
three parts j-thc middle divifion is clear and navi- 
gable at all times, iPs depth being from twenty- 
five to fvMy fathoms. Tbc> other two divifions, 
■which Ue nearer the land, though they abound in 
flioals, are more fjcqueniediby the neighbouring 
nations j who being obliged to keep clofc to the 
fliorc on. account of the fmallncfs of their veflels, 
never launch out into the principal, channel, unlefs 
they expeft a fquall of wind. The djfliculty, not 
to fay imppilibtlity, of landing m the harbours on 
ihi^ ccraft, makes the navigation dangerous- for 
seflels of large burthen, not to mention the great 
number of defert iflands they meet with in their 
pafTage, which arc barren,, and afford no fupply of 
freflt water. 
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ALBUQurRQun, nQt\%Uhftandmg his iabiUtIcs,B o o JC, 
experience, and refolution, could not furmount fo . 
many difficulties. After cntcring<a confiderablc 
way into the Red Sea, be was obliged to return 
with his fleet, which had. fufTercd perpetual hard^ 
fliips, and been expdfcd tolhe gtcatcft dangers. 

He was prompted, by a rcftlefs and cruel fpicit of. 
enterprife, to employ methods for the accomphffi- 
ment of his defigns, which, though of a ftiU bolder 
cad, he thought could not fad of fuccef?. He 
endeavoured to perfuade the Emperor of Ethio- 
pia, who folicited the proteftion of' Portugal, to 
turn the courfeof thcNilc^fo ai to open a paffage, 
for him. into 1 the Red Sea. Egypt would, then, 
have become In a great meafurc uninhabitable, 
or at lead unfle for commerce. In .the mean time, 
he pro^ofed to tranfportimo Arahui^ by the gulplv 
of Periia,. three or fouc hundred horfe,. which 
thought would .be fufficicnt ta plunder hledin^ 
and Mecca. He imagined that by^ fo bold an, 
expedition, he Ihould ftrikc.tcrror into the jMo"> 
haromcdans.iand.put a flop to ..that prodigious* 
concourfe of pilgrims which was the chief fupport. 
qf a trade he wilhcd totally to extirpate,.. ; » 

Otiibr cplcrprifcs of' a Icfe hazardous nature,; 
and attended with; more immediate' advantage, 
led him to poftponc the ruin of a power, the in- 
fluence of winch, as a rival, was the only 0170001-:^ 
fiance ncceflary (0;.hc guarded againft at tlic pre-; 
fent juncture. *Thc conqucR pf Egypt by.thcj 
Turks, a few jears after, made it rcquifit? to a^t, 
with,thc.greatcC'prccauiion.. Men of, genius, i 
whofc minds were capable of. purfumg the ferifs* 
of events which had preceded and .followed the; 
difcovcry of the pafEige by the Cape of GoqJj 
H ope, and of forming'deep conjeflutes concern- 
ing ihcrci'olutioas wmeh this new* track of .navi-^ 

. gauon 
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BOO King that their fubfiftcncc would be. flill more 
^ precarious, raifed mutinies, which arc more to 
be dreaded in the decline of-a Hate, than in the 
time of it's profpcrity. Egypt wast equally a 
fuficrer by the tradcAvhich the Portuguefe them- 
felvcs carried on, as by the interruption which it's 
own commerce experienced from their afts i of 
violence. ^ J 

The Egyptians) might have extricated them- 
felvcs from thefe misfortunes by fitting out a fleet j 
but the lied Sea afforded no materials for. this 
purpofe. The Venetians removed this obfldclc 
by fending wood, and other materials to Alexan- 
dria, which were conveyed by the Nile to Cairo, 
from whence they were carried camels to Suez. 
In the year 1508, four large vcflcls, one galleon, 
two gallics, and three g^liots, were.difpatched‘ 
from this celebrated port to India. . , 

The Pvt- The Portugucfc, who forcfaw this confederacy, 
mlu* had the preceding year laid' a feheme to prevent 
themftivejit, by making thenifclves maflers of the Red Seas 
they were certain, that with this advantage they 
Sea. lliould have nothing to fear from this connection, 
nor from the combined forces of Egypt and Ara- 
bia. "With this view, they formed a plan to feize 
upon the ifland of Socotora, which is fituaicd at 
the diftance of a hundred and eighty leagues from 
the ftraita of Babelmandcl, which arc formed by 
Cape Guardafeu on the African fide, and by Cape 
Fartack on the fide of Arabia. . 

' Another advantage was to arife to them from 
this conqueft, that of being pofTcfled of the mod 
perfeft aloes that have ever been known. 

The plant which produces this j,uice and. ^ves 
it it*s name, is furnlflied with a number of thick 
leaves, from the midfl of which there iflues a very 
beautiful clullcr of red flowers. Thefe leaves are 
galhcred^^ 
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gatiiercd, and the fluid they contain ts exiraScd li o o K 
by a flight degree of preflure. This fluid ebeing 
deanfed of it’s grofler particles, and Inljilflated by 
the heat of the fun, forms the fuccotrine aloes, 
which is eafily dillinguifhcd from the other kinds, 
by It’s yellow colour, it’s brightnefs, it’s tranfpa- 
rcncy, it’s powerful fmell, and it’s bitter -and 
aioTnatic tafte. 

Tristan d’Acunha failed from Portugal with 
a. confiderablc armament to attack this ifland. 

Upon, bis landing, he was oppofed by Ibrahim, 
fon of the king of the people of Fariack, who was 
fovereign of part of Arabia and Socotora. This 
young prince was killed in the engagement ; the 
Portuguefe befieged the only town that was in 
the ifland, and carried Icby dorm, though it was 
defended to the lad extremity by a garrifon fupe* 

Tior in number to their fmatt army, The foldicrs 
that compofed this garrifon rcfolvcd not to furvivc 
the fon of their fovereign, refufed to capitulate, 
and were all, to the daft man, put to the fword. 

Tlic intrepidity of d’Acunha’s troops was not to 
be damped by thefe exertions of courage. 

, This fucccdful cnicrprifc was not attended with 
the advantages thatvt'as expeded from it. It was 
found that the ifland was barren, that it had no 
^Tt, and il;at thcflnps which came from the Red 
Sea never touched there, though they could not 
enter the gulph without taking an obfervation of 
it. Accordingly, the,Egyptian fleet found a fafe 
pafidge into the Indian ocean, where it joined that 
of Cambaya. fUefe united armaments were fuc» 
ccrsful againfl the Portuguefe, who were confi- 
dcrably weakened by the great number of veflcls 
they had lately difpatchcd with mercliandifc to 
Europe. This trimuph, however, did not laft 
longi the conquered party were fupplied with 
reinforce* 
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BOOK reinforcements, and regained their fuperiority, 
which they ever after preferved. The armaments, 
which continued to ‘come from Egypt, were al- 
ways beaten and difpcrfed by the fmall Portuguefc 
fquadrons that ermfed at the entrance ot' the 
. gulph. • ' I j , ' ' 

As thefc fkirmiflics, however, kept up a con- 
ftant alarm, and occafioncd fomc cxpencc, Albu- 
querque thought it incumbent on him to put! an 
end to them by the deftrudion of^Suez : a projeft 
which was thwarted by a variety of obftaclcs. t~' 
The lied -Sea,* which feparates Arabia from 
Upper Ethiopia and part of Egypt, is thrcC' hun- 
dred and fifty leagues in length, and forty^’in 
breadth. As there is no river falling into it ' of 
'fufiicient force to countcraft the influence of the 
tide, it is more alfeOied by the motions of the 
great ocean, than any of the inland fcas nearly in 
the fame latitude. It is not much cspiofed . to 
tempefls ; the winds ufuaily blow from north and 
ibmh, and being periodical like tlic monfoons in 
India, invariably determine the fcafon of failing 
into or out of this' fc.i. It may be divided into 
three parts ; -the middle divifion is dear and navi- 
gable at all times, it^s depth being from twenty- 
five to fixty fathoms. The other two divifions, 
which lie nearer the land, though they abound in 
flioals, arc more frequeuted-by the 'neighbouring 
nations j wlio being obliged to keep clofc to the 
Ihorc on account of the finallucfs of their velfcls, 
never launch out into the principal channel, unlcfs 
_thcy expeft a fquaU of wind. The difficulty, not 
to fay impolfibiliiy, of landing in the harbours on 
this coall, makes the navigation dangerous for 
\cflcls of large burthen, not to mention the great 
number of deftrt iflands they meet with in their 
pjflagc, which arc barfcn,. and afford no fupnly of 
ucQi water, 

Anou^ 
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Albuquurque, notwUliftanding his abilities, B o o 
experience, and refolutlon, could not furjnount fo. 
many difficulties. After entcringftt co’nfiderablc. 

■way into the died Sea, he was obliged to return 
with his fleet, which had«fuffcrcd- perpetual hard-^ 
fliips, and been expofed toilie greatell dangers.. 

He was prompted, by a reftlcfs andicruel fpint of> 
enterpnfe, to employ methods for the accomplifli- 
ment of his defigns, which, though of a ftiU bolder 
cad, he thought could not fail of fuccefs. * He 
endeavoured to perfuade the Emperor of Ethiot 
pia, who folicitcd the prote&lon ofi Portugal, to. 
turn the courfcofthcNnCjfo as. to open apaffage. 
for hluii into, thc-. Red Sea. Egypt, would, thco. 
have ^become, in a great mcafure uninhabitable, 
or at lead unfle for commerce. In ihe innn,timft 
heprcijofcd to tranfport into Arabb^ by.thc. gulph. 
of PerJia,. three or fpuc hundred horfc,. vvhbh ne^ 
thought .would .be* Efficient to plunder Medina 
and Mecca. , He i imagined that by fo.Bold an, 
expedition, he ffiould fttike. terror, into the Mo% 
hammedans, and,.put a dopito that prodigious; 
concourfc of pilgritnswhicU was the chief fupporC. 
qf a trade be wifljcd totally to.extirpatc, 7 i 
Other cptcrpjlfc&.of ajcis hazardous nalurc^ 
and. attended withi more immediate , advantage, 
led him to poftponc the ruin, of a power, thc in^ 
fluence of which, as a, rival, was the only circun \7 
flaucc ncccflacy to he guarded againd^at thc pre-j 
font junflurc. *Thc conqued of Egypt by,thcj 
Turks, a few jears after, made it requifite to aft. 
with thc greater 'precaution. Men of,-gcnius,, 
whofc- minds were capable of. purfuing thc .fenes' 
of events which had preceded and-fgllowcd the, 
difeovery of the paflage by the Cape of Gpodj 
Hope, and of forming‘dccp conjcfturcs concern- 
ing the rcv'olutions >hmch this new track of nav/i>^ 

. gallon 
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BOOK gallon muft pcccflarily prevent, could not help 
^ confidcring this remarkable tranfaftion as the inolb 

important mra in thchiftory of the world* 

Dangws ' had, but juft begun to recover it's 

ftrength, and to (hake off- thei yoke of flavery, 
rope has** which lud difgraccd it's inhabitants from the time 
been pre- of the lloman conqucfts down to tlic Inftitutiom 
of feudal • laws. Innumerable tyrants,, who- 
luonof ihekcpt tnult'uudcs‘in a Hate of oppreihon and Have- ' 
Portu- .j.y had been ruined by the folly of. thc.'crufadcs. 
theRed To defray the cxpcnccs of thefe romantic expe- 
Su* ditions, they- had been obliged to fell their lands 
and caftles, and for- a pecuniary conltderation to 
allow their vaffals fomc privileges, which at 'length' 
almoft’re*lnRated them in ‘the order<of.liuinau> 
bcingj. From ' that time the tight' of -property* 
began to be introduced among mdivuluals, andt 
gave theme that' kind of independence,, without^ 
which, propertyi itfclf'is a mereiillufion.: Thus 
the firft dawnings'of liberty infEuropc were, ‘how- ' 
ever- uncxpe&cdly,-' owen-to iheicrbradcsj-and*- 
the rage of conqueft for once, contributed to the 
happincfs’of mankind. . * 1- i,-:.: i- r 

Ip Vafeo dcGama had not made his difeoveries,' 
the fpirit of liberty would have beeri 9gain extin- 
guiihcd, and probably without hopes oh'>a revival. 
The Turks were upon the point of expelling thole' ’ 
favage- nations, who, pouring from the extremi- 
ties of the globe, had driven out the Romans, to* 
become like them, the fenurgesoF human kind; 
and our*barbaTOusnnftuuUons would' have- been * 
fupplanted-byopprcflions ftill ,more intolerable.*- 
This muft inevitably have bcen^ the cafe,, if the' 
favage conquerors of Egypt had not been repulfed- 
by the Portgguefc in their fevcral expeditions. to { 

. India. Their 'pofleffion of the lichcs'of c Afia' 1 
would have fecured their.claim.to thofcj of-lE.y.. • 

rope. 
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rope. As the trade o£ the uhok world would B O o Ki 
have been in their hands, they mud confeguently , 
ha\c had the greaicil maritime force that, ever 
had been known. What oppofition could our> 
continent then have made to the progrefs of a, 
people whofc religion and policy equally infpiredi 
th*em with the idea of conqued ? r 

,Dissentions were thca prevailing in England, 
for the rccocry of it*s liberties France was con- 
tending for the intcrcfts.of it*s fovereignsr .Ger- 
many for thofe of it*s religion; and Italy was cm-, 
ployed in adjufting the mutual claims of a tyrant 
and an impoftor. Europe, averrun withianattes' 
and armies, rcfembledia fick.pccfon, who’ falling! 
into adehrium, in theparos)fm of madnefs opens 
hjs veins till he faints with lofs of blood and ipi<« 
nts. In this Ihte of weaknefs and anarchy, itwas 
ill prepared to'refift the inroads of theTurks. » 

As the calm which fuccecds thei tempefluous 
fcafon ofcirikware makesa nation formidable to 
it’s neighbours; fathcfafiions which divide it as 
certainly expofe it to ravage and opprclTion. The 
depraved morals of the clergy would have been a 
further encouragement to the introduftlon of a 
new worihip; and .we Jhould. have been con- 
demned to a ilatc ofillavcry without any hopes 
of relief. There is not one, indeed, among all 
the political and religious ^dems that opprefs 
tpankind, which allows fo Utile fcopc co liberty as 
, that of the Muffulmcn. ♦ Throughout almoll all 
Europe, a religion foreign to go>cmmcnt, and In- 
troduced without it*s patronage ; rules of morality 
di^Dcrfcd without ordcc nr in nhfciuu; 

writings, capable of an endlcf* variety of inter- 
pretations ; authority cngroQed by priclls and 
prmccs,\\ho are perpetually coutcQmg their right 
to rule over tlicir fcllow-cxeaturcs political and * 

civiT 
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B o o KcivU inftUutions da% formed in contradiSion to 
L prevailing religion, which condemns ambi-. 

tion ' and inequality of rank,; a turbulent and' 
enterpnfing adminiftratlon, .which, un order to 
tyrannize with a higher hand, is perpetually letting* 
one part of the Rate at variance with the other : 
all thefe principles of difeord niull .necclTarilyr 
keep the minds of men in conftant agitation.- 1 Is 
it furprifing that on the view of, this tumultuous; 
fccne, nature alarmed Ihould rife up in our hearts,* 
and cry»out, “-Is.iuanborn freer'* J . j »') ijt 
But when men once became flaves to a rcligiom 
which confccratesi tyranny t by eftabUllungi tho 
throne upon the altar.; which feems to check the 
fallies of ambition byencouraging voluptuoufncfs,. 
and chcriQies a fpini of indolence by forbidding 
the/cxercife of the underftanding : there is, no 
reafon to. hope for any confiderable revolutions.; 
Thus the Turks, who frequently jftrangle their 
mailer, have never cntcriaincd' a< thought of 
changing their govcrtvmcnt.. Xhis.is au idea be- 
yond the reach of minds enervated and corrupt*^ 
cd like their’s. The whole world would there-* 
fore havc-loR a*s liberty, bad not tljcmion; fu- 
pcrftiiious, and, perhaps, the moft cnflavcd na- 
tion in Chrillcndoro checked the progrefs of the 
fanaticjfm of the Mohammedans, and put a Hop 
to the career of their vifitorics, by depriving them 
of thofe fourccs of wealth which were ncccflary 
to the fuccefs of their enterprifes. Albuquerque 
went lliU further; not fatisficd with having taken 
clTcaual mcafurcs to prevent any vcflcl Irotu paf? 
fing from the Arabian fca to the Indian ocean, he 
attempted to acquire the command of the Pcrfian 
gulph. 

rhe Par- At thc mouih of the ftrait of Mocandon, which 
IfaJs into thc Perfian gulph, Rands thc ifland of 

Com- 
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Gombroon.^ In the eleventh century an Arabian BOOK 
conqueror built upon this barren rock the city oF , — 
Ornius," which afterwards became the capital ofihemfeiTe* 
an empire,' comprehending aconfiderablc part of rafters of 
Arabia on one fide, and of Perfia on* the other. 

Ormus had two good harbours, and was large 
and well fortified 5 it’s riches and ftrengrh were . 
entirely owcu to it’s fituation. It was the center 
of trade between Perfia and India j which was 
very confiderable, at a time -when the Pcrfians 
convejed moll of the merchandife brought from 
Afia'to Europe^, through ihc’ports of Syria or 
CafFa. In the feafons which- permitted the fo- 
reign merchants to come there, Ormus afforded a 
more fplendid and agrccablc-fccnc than any city 
in the Eafti ‘ Perfons from all parts of the globe 
exchanged their commodities, and tranfaFlcd their 
bufineft there, '‘With an air of pohlenefs and atten-' 
tion ‘Which arc fcldoni feen in other places of 
trade. - ^ 

These manners were introduced by the mer- 
chants belonging to the port, who engaged fo- 
Tcigncrs to imitate thcir-affability. Their addrefs, 
the regularity of their police, and ilie variety of 
entertainments which* their city afforded,^ joined 
to the intetefts of commerce, imitcd merchants 
to make it a place of refort. The flreets were 
.covered with mats, and in tome places with car- 
pets j and the linen awnings which were fufpended 
, irom the topsof thehoufes, prevented anyincon- 
y cnicnce from the heat of the fun. Indian cabinets 
ornamented with gilded vafes, or china lillcdwiih 
flowering flirubs. Or aromatic plants, adorned 
their apartments. Camels laden with water were 
ilationcd in the public fquarcs. Perfian wines, 
perfumes, ahd all the delicacies of the table were 
furniihedlu thegreatefi abundance, and they had 
•You I. I the 
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BOO Kthc mufic of the Eaft in it’s higlicfl pcrfcflioir. 

, Ormus was crowded with beautiful women from 

all parts of Afia, who were inftrufted' from their 
infancy in all the arts of varying and heightening 
the plcafures of voluptuous, love. In a word, 
untvtrfal opulence, an cxicnfive commerce, a 
refined luxury, poUtenefs in the men, and gal- 
lantry in the women, united all their attra^ions 
to make this city the feat of plcafure. 

ALBUQUERQiiEjon liis arrival in India, began to 
ravage the coafts, and to plunder the towns that 
belonged to the jurirdi£lion of Ormus t though 
thefe inroads, which ihewed more of the robber 
than of the conqueror, were naturally repugnant 
to Albuquerque’s charaftcr, he thought himfcif 
obliged to have rccourfc to them, in order to in- 
duce a power he was not in a condition to fubduc 
by force, to fubmlt voluntarily to the yoke he 
wanted to impofe. As foon as be imagined the 
alarm was fpread fufficlently to favour his defign, 
he appeared before the capital, and fummoned 
the king to acknowledge himfcif tributary to Por- 
tugal, as hcwas.toPcrfia. This propofal was re- 
ceived in the manner it deferved. A fleet coni- _ 
pofed of ihips from Ormus, 'Arabia, and Perfia, 
came to an engagement with Albuquerque’s fqua- 
dron, who with five vcflcls deftroyed the whole 
armament. 1 he king, difcouragcd by bis ill file- 
cefs, confcnled that the conqueror fhould crcfla 
•fort which might command the city and both it’s^ 
harbours. * * 

Alduquerque, who knew the importance of 
feizing the prefent conjuncture, earned on the 
work with the utmoil expedition. He laboured 
as hard as the mcanell ot his followers ; but this 
fpirit of aSivity could not prevent ^thc enemy 
front taking notice of the fmalincfs.of his num- 
2 ” . - iters. 
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bers. Atar^who, m confcqucncc of thcrcvolu-B 
lioWi fo frequent in theEart,had been raifed from 
the condition of a Have to that of a prime mini- 
' ftcr, was aihamed of having facrlficcd the (late to 
b. handlul of adventurers. As Ids talent lay rail)cr 
in tlie.arts of policy than of war, he dclcrniined 
to repair the ill confcqucnccs of his timidity by 
'ftratagem. By the artsol infinuation and brlberj, 
he fucceeded fo tar in fowing ditfentions among 
the Portuguefe, and prejudicing them agaiufb 
their leader, that they \vcre frequently ready to 
take arms againft each other. This animofity, 
which increafed every day* determined them to 
'rcimbarkat the inllant they were informed that 
’a plot was concerted to maflacrc them. Albu- 
'querque, whofc fpirit rofc fuperior to oppofiiion 
and difcontcnt, refoKed to Aarve the place, and 
^deprive it of fuccours by cutting elf bll commu* 
nicallon. It inuft certainly haVc fallen into his 
hands, had not three of his captains fliamefully 
'‘abandoned him, and gone off with their Aiip"!. 
To juAify theit defertion, they w ere guilty of A ill 
'blacker perfidy, in accufiug their general of the 
inoA atrocious crimes. 

This treachery obliged Albuquerque to defer 
the execution of his delign for feme time, till he 
had all the national troops at b'is command. As 
foon as he was appointed \iceroy, lie appeared 
before Ormus with fo Arong an armament, that 
a debauched court and an dfeminate people, find* 
ing It m vain to make any refifiande, were obligtd 
to fubmit. 1 he fovcrcign of Perfia had the con- 
fidence to demand ttibmc of the Conqueror. Al- 
'buquerque ordered fomc bullets, grenades, and 
‘fabres to be 'produced to the envoy, telling him, 
that this was the hmd of tribute paid b\ the kir<r 
'©t Portugal. 
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BOOK After this expedition, the power of the Por- 
. ^ tURuefe was fo firmly cftabliflied in the Arabiap 
and Perfian gulphs, and on the Malabar coa(t, 
that they began to think of extending their con- 
quers into the eafiern parts of Afia. 

ThePor- THnifland of Ceylon, which is eighty ’leagues 
fo?ra?fr thirty at it*s greateft breadth, firft pre- 

Uemwt f^^itcd itfelf to Albuqucrquc. In the moil remote 
Ceyiotf. ages of antiquity, it was well known by the name 
of Taprobanc/*We have no accounts tranfiriitted 
to us of the revolutions it has undergone. All 
that hifiory relates worthy of remark is, th?it the 
laws were formerly holdcn in fuch refpeft. jhere, 
that the monarch was under the fame obfigation 
of obferving tUcin as the meaneft of his fptijedls. 
If he violatcdthcin, he was condemned to'&ath j 
with this maik of difilnftion, howeyer, tbit he 
did not fuller in an ignominious manner; Hfe 
was denied all intercourfe, all the comforts and 
fupports of life; and, in this kind of excommu- 
nication mifcrably ended his days. ’s ' 

If the people 'kn^w. their own prerogatives, 
this culloin, anciently obferved in Ceylon, would 
lull fubfift in^ all parts of the earth ; but while the 
fubjeft only is amenable to the laws,' whlitcvcr 
title he may gi\c himfelf, he will be no more 
than a flave. The law is nothing, unlefs it be a 
iword, acting indifcrimiuately upon the head of 
every individual, and finking off every tiling that 
rdcs above the horizontal direaion in which it 
moves. The law has no' authority, unlefs that 
authority be extended over all without exception; 
lor m the fight of the law, as in the fight-oT God, 
all men are equal. The punifhment of an indU 
Vidua! avenges only the infraftion of the law ; 
the puniuiitient of the Ibverclgn avenges the con- 
tempt of it. Who fhall dare bid defiance to th*e 

law, 
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lav/, if even the fovereign cannot do it with im- B o 
punity? The remembrance of fo great aleflbn is . 
perpetuated for ages, and excites a more falutary 
dread than the death of a thoufand other crimi- * 
nals ? » 

When the Portuguefe landed in Ceylon they 
found it well peopled, and inhabited by two na- 
tions, which differed from each other in their '' 
manners, their government, and their religion. 
.The-Bedas, who were fettled in the northern parts 
of the illand, where the country was Icfs fertile, 
were diflinguifhcd into tribes, which confidered 
themfclves as fo many families headed by a chief, 
whofe* power was not abfolute. They went al- 
.inoft naked, and, upon the whole, their manners 
^ and government were the fame with that of the 
Highlanders in Scotland. Thcfc tribes, which 
unite for the common defence, have always brave- 
ly fought for their ljberty,and have never invaded 
that of their neighbours, 'flicir religion is latlc 
known, and it is uncertain whether they ha\ c any 
form of worlliip. They ha\c little nitcrcourle 
with ftrangers ; keep a watchful eye over thofe 
who tra>cl through the diftriA they inhabit; treat 
them' well, and fend them away as foon as pofli- 
blc. This caution is partly owen to the jealoufy 
the Bedas entertain of their wi\cs,’ which contri- 
butes to cllrangc them from all the world. Tlicy 
feem to ha\c been the firft inhabitants ’of the 
ifland. 

The foutbern part is pofTcflcd by a more nu- 
merous and powerful people, called Cuiglafles. 
This nation is polite, in coinparifon of the other. 
They wear clothes, and U%c under an arbitrary 
government. They have a dillincliou of cafls, 
as well as the Indians; but their religion is dif- 
ferent. They acknowledge one fuprcnic being, 
s and 
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BOO KanJ in fubordinaiion to him divinities of tlic fc- 
^ l^^ cond and third order: all winch have their priclls* 
Among the deities of tho fecond order* particular 
honours are paid to Buddou* who defeended upon 
earth to lake upon himlclf the ^oilice of mediator 
between God and mankind. 'Ihc priefts of 
"Buddou arc perfons ot great confequence in Cey- 
lon. ) They are never punifliable by the prince, 
even for ?n attempt againft his life. The Cm- 
glaifes undcrllmid the art of war. They know, 
how to take advantage of thp, natural fccurity 
their npuntams afford againfl the attacks of the 
Europeans, whom they have often defeated. Like 
911 people who live lin arbitrary fkites, th?y ^irc 
deceitful, relfiflt, and full of compliment. THcy 
hate two languages: one peculiar to the people, ‘ 
th*e other to thp learned. Wherever this cu(lon> 
prevails. It furniflKS priefls and princes with a 
further opportunity of impofing upon mankind. 

Both lUefc nations cnjo)cdthe benefits of the 
fruits, the corn, and the pallure which aboupded 
in the iflapd. They had elephants without numt 
ber j precious, ftoncs, and the only kind of ciiinat 
lUQU that was ever cftccmed. On ihe northern 
coad, and on the fifiiiiig coafls whn.li border up^ 
on it, was earned on the greateft pearl fiflicry m 
the Eaft. Tljc harbours of Ccjlon were the bed 
in India, and it's fituatian was fuperior ip all it’s 
other advantages. 

It fliould teem that it was the intcreft of the 


Portuguefe to have placed all* their drength in 
this ifland, Jt lies in the center of the Ead; and 
IS the paflage that leads to the richeft countries. 
It might have bepn wpll peopled and fortided with 
a finall number of men, and at a very little o':- 
pence. T he numerous fquadcons that might ha% e 
bcc.n fent out frgw every port in the ifland would 

haV0\ 
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have kept aU Afia. in awe ; and the fiiips that might book 
have cruized in ihofc latitudes, would cafily have 
intercepted the trade of other nations. •— 

. The viceroy overlooked ihcfc advantages. He 
alfo ncglcScd the coaft. of Coromandel, though 
richer than that of Malabar. 'Fhe mcrchandifc of 
the latter was of an,infcrior quality : it produced 
plenty of provifions, a fmall quantity of bad cin- 
namon, fomc pepper and cardamom, a kind of 
fpicc much ufed by the caftern people. The 
coad of Coromandel fumtihed the fmed cottons 
in the world. lt*s inhabitants, who for the moil 
part were natives of the country, and had lefs in- 
tercourfe with the Arabians and other, nations, 
were the mod humane and indudrious of all the 
people in Indodan. To this we may add, that 
tile paHage along the coad of Coronrandel towards 
the north, leads to the mines of Colconda : and, 
zitoreover, this coad is admirably dtuated for the 
trade of Bengal and other countries. 

NoTWiTJtSTA.sDiNC tlijs, Albuqucrquc made 
no fcttlcmcnt there. The fcitlcmcnts of St.Tho* 
mas and Negapatan were not formed till after- 
wards. He knew that this coad was deditute of 
harbours, and inaccciTiblc at certain periods of tlie 
year, when it would be tmpotliblc foe the fleets 
to protcfl the colonies. Tnauord, he thought 
that when the Boriugucfc Jiad made ihcinfcKcs 
snaflers of Ce)lon, a conqued begun by his pre- 
dcccfibr d'Almc)da, and afterwards conplctcd, 
they might command the trade of Coromandel, if 
they got polTcllion of Malacca. He therefore de- 
termined to make the attempt. 

^ The country, of which Malacca is the capital Tte pot. 
city, is a narrow trad of land, about a hundred 
leagues in length. It ]oms to the continent to- mAcc*. 
wards the r.oitbcrn coall, where it borders on the 

ilaic 
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B o o K ftate of Siam, . or, more properly, the'kingdora of 
Johor, which has been feparatedj fiom it. The 
reft is furrounded. by the fea,' and -divided from, 
the ifland of Sumatra, by a channel which is call- 
ed the ftraits of Malacca. 


. jNatukb had amply provided for the happinefs 
of the Malays, by placing them in a mild, healthy 
climate, where rcfrcihing gales and cooling ftreams 
allay the fervour of the'torrid zone: where the 
foil pours fofth an abundance of delicious fruits 
to faiisfy (be wants of a favage life ; and where it 
is capable of anfwcring,,by cultivation, .all the 
nccefthry demands of fociety ;i whcrci the trees 
yvear an eternal verdure, and tlie lowers bloom 
in a perpetual fucceftton ; where the moft delicate 
and fragrant odours breathing from aromatic 
plants, perfume the air, and.infufc a /pint of 
voluptuous delight into all living beings. 

But while nature has done every tiling in fa- 
%our of the Malays, fociety has. done them every 
poluble injury. Such has been the influence of 
a tyrannical government, that the. inhabitants of 
the nappieft country in the oniverfc have become 
rcmarUable for the Icroclty of their manners. The 
c al Tyrtem, firft planted amonir the rocks and 
voods of the north, had-c.\tend'cd itfclfcven to 
the lorefts and nuld regions of the equator, where 
every thing confpjrcs. to piomote the. cnjoymtnt 
■of a long hfc of tranquillity, which can only be 
fliortcped by a too frequent and exceffive indul- 
gcncc in plcafurcs. This enflaved nation is un- 
der the dominion of an arbitrary prince, or rather 
^«FfcfcMUames. Thus the 
dcrpoiifm of a fultan feems to cxiend it’s onpref- 
™“*«tudcs, by being diwdcd 
»nipng a number of powerful valTals, ^ 
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This turbulent and oppreffwe fcene gave rlfcB o o K 
to an unvverlal fayagqncfs of manners. In^ vain . ' 
did heaven and earth fliowcr their bleffings upon 
Malacca j thefc bleflings only ferved to make it^s 
inhabitants ungrateful and unhappy. The maders 
let out thqir fervices, or rather thofe of their de- 
pendents, for hire, to the beft bidder, regardiefs 
of the jofs that agriculture would fuftain for want 
of hands. They preferved a wandering and ad- 
venturous life, cither by fea or land, to indudry. 

This ! people had conquered a large Archipelago, 
well known in the Halt f by the nanjc of the Ma- 
layan Iflands.- The numerous colonies tliat were 
tianfplanted thither, carr|cdwith them their laws, 
their manners, their cuftoms, and, what is fomcj 
thing remarkable, the fofteft language in all Afia, 

‘ The fituation of ^lalacca hpd, however, made 
\t the moft confidcrablc. market In India ; it's liar- 
bour was conftandy crowded wiih ytlTels cither 
from Japan, China, the Philijppine and Molucca 
iflands, and the adjacent part of the eaftem coad ; 
or from. Bengal, Coromandel, Malabar, Perfia', 

Arabia, and Africa. Thcfc merchants carried on 
a fafe trade among themfelvcs, or with the inha- 
bitants : the pafiion of the Malays for plunder had 
at length given way to advantages of a more cer- 
tain nature than the precarious and doubtful fuc- 
cefs of piratical expeditions. 

TiiEPortugucfc were dcfirous of having a fliare 
in the general commerce of Afia, At firfl: they 
appeared at Malacca m the charaflcr of mer- 
ciiants; but their ufurpations in India had ren- 
dered their defigns fo much fufpefted, and the 
animofity of the Arabians had circulaltd reports 
fo much to their difadvantage, thatmcafurcs were 
taken to deftroy them. They fell into the fnarcs 
that were laid lor ihcmj fcxcral of them were 
inaHacrcd, 
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BOOR malTacrcd, and others thrown into prifon, Thofc 
L ,\vho efcaped got back to their fliips, and rctreat- 
to the Malabar coaft. ' 

Though Albuquerque did not intend to wait 
for a rupture to adord him a pretence of feizing 
upon Malacca, he was not'difplcafed at this in- 
cident, fince it gave his cnlerprizc an appearance 
ol juftice that might Icflcn the odium which fuch 
a ftep mufl naturally have drawn upon the Portu- 
guefe name.* As an imprcirion fo favourable to 
hii viewi might have been weakened by delay, 
he did not hefitatc a moment to take his revenge. 
The enemy expected a fqddcnblow ; and accord- 
i”giy> ^vhen he appeared before this place, in the 
beginning of the year 1511, he found everything 
in readinefs to receive him. * * 

But formidable as thefe preparations appeared, 
there was a ftiU greater obftacle, which tor feme 
days damped the valour of, the Chriflian general : 
his friend Araujo had been taken pnioner in the 
firfl expedition, and the enemy threatened to put 
linn to death the moment the fiege fliould begin. 
Albuquerque, who did not want fenfibilitv, paufed 
at the proipeA of his friend^s danger, when he 
received the following billet: Tbtnk of noihtng but 
the gloy and advantage of Portugal\^ tf I cannot 
centnbuie towards your vttlqryy at Icajl let me not he 
the j.itans of preventing it. The place was attack- 
ed and earned after fcvcral doubtful, bloody,, 
and obftmatc engagements. Iheylouijd in it 
immenfc treafure, vaft iraga/mes, and whatever 
could contribute to the elegances and pleafures of 
life , and a fort was crc«^cd there to fecurc the 
conqucR. 

As the Poriugucfe contented thcmfclvcs with 
the pofTcflion of the uty, the inhabitants, who 
profeUed a kind of corrupt Moliammcdilin, and 

were 
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were umvUUng to fubmit to their new mafters, BOOK' 
cither retired into the inland partSj or dlfperfed . 
tbeuirchcs along the coaftil Ha\ing loft the fpi- 
rit of ^commerce, they relapfcd into all the ex-' 
cedes of their violent charadlcr. Thefc people,' 
never go without a poinard, which'they cal] criJ,' 

T'hc invention of this murderous weapon feeins to 
have exhaufted all the powers of their fanguinary’ 
genius. Nothing is more to be dreaded than fuch^ 
men armed with fuch an inflrument. When they 
^et on board a velTel, they ftab all the crew at the 
time when no harm is fufpeclcd. Since their 
treachery has been known, all the Europeans 
take care never to employ a Malayan failorj but 
thefe barbarians, who always made it a rule to 
attack the wfcakcr party, ha\c now changed this 
gneient cuftom, and, animated by an unaccount* 
qble refoiution to kill or be killed, come in boats 
\\itli thirty men to board our vellels,’ and fomc- 
times fuccccd m carrying them off; if they arc 
Tcpulfcd, they have the fatisfadion, at lead, of 
having imbrued their hands in blood* 

PiovLEwho derive from nature fuchmfiexiblc 
bravery, may be exterminated, but cannot be 
fubdued by force. They arc only to be civilized 
by humane ircatmcnt,by the allurements of riches 
or liberty, by the influence of virtue and mode- 
ration, and by a mild government. They muft 
be reftored to their rights, or left to themfelves, 
before we can hope to eilabliili any intcrcourfe 
with them. To attempt to reduce them by con- 
quefl, is, perhaps, the laft ineihod that fliould bo 
tried *, as it will only inercafe their abhorrence of 
a foreign yoke, and dlfcouragc them from enter- 
ing into any focial engagements. Nature has 
placed certain people in the miJll of ihc ocean, 
like lions m the deferts, that they may enjoy tUclr 
. liberty*. 
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B 0 o Tc*i'pefts> fands, forcfts, mountains and 

I. caverns, arc the places of refuge and defence to^ 
independent beings. Civilized nations Ihould 
take care how they invade the rights, or rouzc 
the fpiiits of iOanders and favages : as they may 
be aiVured that they ■wiU become cruel and bar- 
barous to no purpofc; that their ra\ ages will make 
thepv detefted ; and that difgracc and revenge arc 
the only laurels they can expe^ to obtain. 

After tlic reduuion of Malacca, the kings of 
Siam, Pegu, and fcvcral others, alarmed at a 
conqueft fo fatal to their independence, fent am- 
baifadors to congratulate Albuquerque, to make 
him an olFer of their trade, and to defire an alli- 
ance with Portugal. 

Settle- Art-AtRs bcmg m this fituatign, a fquadronwas' 
me^of detached from the ficci to fiic jloluccas. Tliefe 
guef^m^* tiiands, which he in the Indian ocean near the 
theMniuc-equiiioxial, arc ten in number, including as ufual 
caiflands. Banda. ^ The larged Is^ not more than 

twelve leagues in circumference, and the others 
arc much fmallcr. ' 

This cluflcr of iflands feems to have been 
thrown up bythcfca; and may with rcafon be 
fuppofed to be the cficcl of lomc fubterraneous 
fire. Lofty mountains, the fummits of which are 
loft in the clouds , enormous rocks heaped one 
upon arother ; horrid and deep qaverns ; torrents 
which precipitate thcmfclvcs with extreme vio- 
lence ; volcanos, perpetually announcing impend- 
ing deftruSion ; fuch are the pliienoinena that 
give rife to this idea, or allift in confirming it. 

Tt is not known who were the firft inhabitants 
of thefe ifiands, but it is certain that tlie Javans 
and the Malays have fucceflivcly been in poirefifon 
of them. At the beginning of the fifteenth ceii- 
tur) they were mbabitcd by a kind of fav.'iges, 

■ vvhofc 
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Vhofe chiefs, though honoured with the title of B o o n 
kings,' polf^ed onii a Uinitcd authority, totally . ^ 

depending on the caprice of their fubjeds. They 
had of late years joined the fuperftitions of Mo- 
hammedirm to ihofe of Paganifm,' which they 
had profeQcd for a confidcrabic time. Their in- 
‘dolence was exccffi\c. Their only employment 
was bunting and filhing; and they were ftrangers 
to all kind vof agriculture. Tlicy were encou- 
raged in their inaftivity by the advantages they 
derived from, the cocoa tree. 

The cocoa tree, which grows fpontancduQy in 
almoft every part of India, is a tree of a very 
-beautiful form, which rifes to the height of forty, 

• and more commonly, fisty feet. It is fixed in the 
ground by a great number of flender and fibrous 
roots. _ lt*« trunk, which has a trifling bend to- 
wards the bafis, is (Iraight throughout the reft of 
it’s length, of a cylinurical form, of moderate 
‘thicknefs, and marked with fevcral circular ine- 
qualities, formed by the bafis of the Icav cs which 
have fallen off from it. It*s wood is of fo light 
and fpongy a nature, that it is unfit for Ihip- 
timber, oc for any building that requires folidity ; 
and the boati which are made of it, arc brittle 
and do not laft long. Tlic tuft is compofed of 
tenor twelve pinnated leaver, tapered, towards 
the top, very broad at their bafis, and’eovered, 
in the infant date of the tree, with a kind of net- 
work of which fieves are made- Their center 
cofta, which is twelve feet long, is deeply fur- 
rowed on it*s internal furfacc. The roofs of 
houfes are cov ered in with thefe leav es j and they 
arc ufed in making umbrellas, fails, and fifiiing- 
ncts; ihcvoungcftof them may even fcr\c in- 
ficad ol paper, and will receive Uic imprcITion of 
charaflcrs marked with a pencil. 'From the midft 
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B o o K of tins tuft there arifes a thick membraneous fpa* 
, tha or fltcatli, convoluted, {\vellcd out in the mid- 
dle, and terminating in a point. When this Is 
grown to a ccriaUi fizc, it opens on one fide, 
and difplays a very conliderablc panicle, each 
ftem of which bears two female, and A greater 
number of male (lowers. The latter have a calix 
Avith fix deep divifiona and as many (lamina ; in 
the former, a piflU is fubfiituted to thefe (lamina, 
and this becomes a fruit of an oval form, lllghtiy 
triangular, and of more than fix inches in dia- 
meter. The aficmblagcof fcveral fruits upon the 
Tame panicle, is called a clufier ; and the fame tree 
yields fuccefilvcly fcveral cluficrs In one year. 

'This fruit is covered with a bark confiding of 
filaments three fingers thick, and diftinguilhcd 
by the name ofkayar; of which fomc coarfeflufls 
and ropes for (hips arc made. ■Underneath it is 
a very liard nut, of the fize and (hape of a finall 
melon j it has three holes at one of it*s extremi- 
ties, and is fit for making fmall cups, and other 
'domeftic utenfils. The pulp which lines the in- 
fidc of this nut, fupplics a wholcfomc kind of 
(pod, from which is cxprcfTcd an oil very fwcer, 
when frcfii, and much ufed in India. But it 
contrafls a bitter taftc when it Is kept long, and 
is then only proper for burning. The fediment 
'that remains in the prefs, affords nouriflimcnt for 
•cattle, poultry, and even the lower kind of people 
in times of fcarcily. The center of the nut is 
filled with a clear, rcFrclliing, ftteetifli kind of 
liquid, which ferves to quench the third of M- 
'bouring people both at fca and 'land. In the old 
fruits this fluid difappears, and is fucccedcd by 
an almond, which foon fills up the cavity, and 
becomes fit for the propagation of the plant. In 
the center of it 13 fometimes found a ftony con- 
cretion. 
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CTCiion, to winch the Indians aferibe great vir*B o o ic 
tucs j they confidcr it as a pledge of fuccefs, and . 
fcldom fail to provide themfclvcs with one, 
they arc going upon any entcrprizc. 

The abovc-mentionedadvantages arenot, liow- 
cver, the only ones that arc dcrivc4 from the 
cocoa tree. If the buds of the flowers be cut olF 
before they are pcrfeftly unfolded, a white liquor 
runs from them, which is received into a vclTcl 
fixed to their extremity ; and is of a fwcec tafic, 
wlnle it continues frefh. It afterwards turns four, 
and makes good vinegar. When diflillcd in it’s 
higheft perfeftion, it produces a ftrong brandy : 
and boiled with quick-lime, yields a middling kind 
of fugar. The buds, from which this liquor has 
been drawn, neccflarily become abortive j and 
do not unfold themfclves any further, becaufc 
they have been deprived of that fubftance which 
was defiined for the produflion and nouriflimenc 
.of the fruit. 

Bfside the cocoa tree, the Moluccas produce 
a Angular kind of palm, which is called fago. 

This tree, which is common in the forefts of 
thefe iflands, differs from the former in having 
longer leaves, a Icfs elevated trunk, and fmallcr 
fruits. The progrefs of it*s vegetation in the 
early .ftages is very flow. At firlt it is a mere 
flirub, thick fet with thorns, which makes it dif- 
ficult, to come near it. But as foon as it’s ftem 
is once formed, it rifes in a fimrt time to the 
height of thirty feet, is about fix feet in circum- 
ference, and imperceptibly lofcs it’s thorns. The 
bark vs aw vwch thick. *, -and aU the Iwfvde Is filled. 

(with a fap which falls into meal. The tree, 
which feems to grow merely for the ufe of man, 

^joints out the meal by a fine white powder which 
covers it’s leaves, and is a certain indication- of 
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B O o II the maturity of the lago. ‘ It is then cui down to 
the root, and' fawed into fcantlings, which are 
divided into four quarters,' for the purpofe'of ex- 
tra£ting the fap or<meat they contain. Afterthis 
fubftance has been dilutetj in water, It is (trained 
through a kind of licve,'which retains the grofier 
particles ; the reft is thrown 'into earthen moulds', 
where it dries and hardens for fome years* ‘ The 
Indians cat thd fago diluted with water, and foine- 
times baked or boiled. Through a principle of 
hnmanityi they referve the fineft part of this meal 
for the aged and'infirm. A jelly is fometimes 
made of 'it, which is white and of a delicious 
flavour. ' ' . i . I , > . f ' 

TfiMPERATB, independent, and averfe from la- 
3uri thefe people bad lived for ages upon the 
leal of the fago, and the tnilk of the cocoa, when 
le Chinefc, landing by accident at the Moluccas, 
ifcovered the clove and the nutmeg, with whicli 
aluable fpiccs the ancients were entirely unac- 
ualnted. 1 hey were’ fobn admired all over India, 
onv whence they were conveyed to Perfia and 
lutope. ' The Arabiatis,'who at that time cn- 
;toircd almoft all the trade of the univerfe, did 
lot overlook fo lucrative' a part of 'it. They rc- 
laircd in'^crowds to thefe celebrated iflands, the 
)rcduclions of which they had already nionopo- 
ized, when the Portuguefe, who purfued them 
ivcry where, came and deprived them of this 
jranch of trade. Nolwiihftanding the fehemes 
hat were laid to fupplant thefe conquerors, 'they 
abtained permiflion to build 'a fort. From this 
:imc the court of Ltfbon ranked the Moluccas 
among the number of their provincer, and it was 
not long before they really became fo. 

W iiiCE Albuquerque's lieutenants were enrich- 
ing lUcir country with new produftions, that ge- 
neral 
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neral \vas engaged, m completing the conquefl ofuo o le 
^labbar, which would ha\c taken advantage of / 
his abfened to recover itb liberty. Alter his late 
luccefs, whde he remained unmolcfttd in ihq 
center of his conqueft?, he employed himfclfiii 
i^upptcfiing the licentioufnefs of the Portuguefe, 
in cHabliihing order throughout the colonics, and 
in regulating the difcipline of the army. The 
aflivity, fagacity, wifdoui, jullicc, humanity, 
and difiniercftcdncfs, which he had difplayed h\ 
thefetranfadions, and the idea of his virtues, had 
mttdc fo deep an imprcnion on the minds of the 
Indians, 'tiut, for a long time qitcr his death, 
they continued to repair to his tomb, to demand 
jufticc^of him for the outrages committed by his 
fucceflbrs. He died at Goa m the year 1515, 
without riches, and out of favour with Kmanucl, 
who had been prevailed upon to entertain fufpi- 
cions of his conduct. 

Ip our aftoniftimcnt be raifed at the number ofThecaur« 
Albuquerque’s viflorics, and the rapidity of 
conquefts, how dcfcrvcdly do tbofc brave mcnfpintof** 
claim our admiration, whom he had the honour 
to command in thefe expeditions! Had any- 
tion, before that period, been fecn to perform 
fuch great aflions witU fo fmall a force? The 
Portuguefe, with Icfs than forty thoufand troops, 
ftruck terror into the empire of Morocco, the 
barbarous nations of Africa, the Mamtpclucs, the 
Arabians, and all the eaftern countries, from th^ 
iland of Ormus tg China. With a force iu thq 
Droportion of one to a hundred, they engaged 
:roop5, which, when, attacked by an enemy ot' 

:qual Arength, would frequently defend their 
lives and poiTcflions to the laA- extremity. What 
kind of men then muft the Portuguefe have been. 

Von. I. K ar^d 
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BOO Kand'what c''traordimrycaufes muH: lia\e confpncd 

, ^ to produce, fuch a nation of herocii ' 

Thcy had been at war with the I\Ioors near a 
century, when Henry of Burgundy, with fcvcral 
rreneb knights, landed in l^oitugal with a dcfign 
to ferve in Callile under the famdus Cid, whole 
reputation had drawn them thither I he Portu- 
gu fc invited them to lend their afliftance againfl: 
the infidels , thekniglus con plied, and the great- 
efl part of them fettled in Portugal Clin airy, 
which has. contributed as much as any o»hcr m- 
fluution to exalt human nature, fubftitutmg the 
love of glory to the lo\e of our country, tint 
lefined fpirit, diawn from the dregs of the bar- 
barous agci, and calculated to repair or lelTcn the 
errors and incointnienees of the feudal gos em- 
inent from whence it took ic^s rife, was then re- 
MNcd on the banks of the ia^^us, m all the fplcn- 
dour It Ind at it’s firll appearance in Prance and 
England Ihc princes endeavoured to keep it 
alive, and to extend it’s influence, by eftabhlh-^ 
ing feveral orders formed upon the plan of iho 
ancient ones, and cikulatcd to infufc the fame 
fpiru, which was a mixture of heroifm, gallantry, 
and devotion ^ 

1 HE foverNgns ralfcd the fpirit of the nation 
{fill higher, by treating the nobility m fome mea- 
fure upon a footing of equality, and by fctting 
bounds to their own authority, T hey frequently 
called together the general affembly of the ftates, 
without which, properly fpcaking, there can be 
no nation By ihcfe ftates Alplionfo was invcftcd 
with the regal authority after the taking of Lil- 
pon nnd m conjunflion w ith them, hii fucccflbrs, 
for a long time, cxcrcifcd the power of making 
laws Many of thefe laws were calculated to iut 
fpire the love of great a£tions The order of no 
- bihty 
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biUtywas conferred upon ihofc who had diftin-BOOK. 
guilhed rhcmfclvcs by fignal fcrvices ; by killing- ^ 
or laking ptifouer ihc cnctnY*s general, or his • 
fquirc : or by refufing to purchnfe liberty, when 
they were prifoners among the Moors, by re- 
nouncing their religion. On the other hand, 
whocNcr infultcd a woman, gave falfc evidence, 
broke hU promife, or concealed the truth from bis 
fovcrcipii was degraded frem Ins rank. Has the 
difcontinuance ok this culkom been the fault of 
the fubje^ks in not daring to toll the truUi to their ‘ 
fovercigns j or the fault of the fovereigns, in their 
unwiUingncfs to hear it ? 

The wars waged by the Portuguefe in defence 
of their rights and liberty, were at the fame time’ 
religious wars. They partook of that fierce but 
enterprifing fpirlt of lanaticifin,* whicli the popes 
had diSufed' at the time of the crufades. Tire 
Portuguefe, therefore, were knights armed in de- 
fence of their properties, their wives, their chil- 
dren, and their kings, who were kniglus as well' 
as thcmfelvcs. Befide this, tlicyw’cre the heroes 
of the ctufade, who, while they defended chrif- 
tianity, were fighting for their country. To this 
maybe added, that the nation was fmall, and it's 
power extremely limited j for it is chiefly in little 
ftates, expofed to frequent dangers, that we find' 
that enthufiaftic fondnefs for one's country, which 
is utterly unknown in larger communities, enjoy- 
ing greater fecurlty. ' “ • 

The principles of ai^kivity, vigour, and a noble 
elevation of mind, which united in the charafkcr 
of this nation, were not loft after the cxpulfion of- 
thelVloors.' They purfued ihefe enemies of their' 
religion and government into Africa. They were ’ 
engaged in fcvcral wars with the kings of Caftile 
and Leon i and during thc-interv^l that preceded 
K a tbcir 
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K their expeditions fp India, the nobility lived at a 
^diftance from cities and the court, and -preferved 
in thqir caftles the virtues o/ tbeir anceftors, toge- 
ther vvith their portraits. t ' 

. WHEtr the plan of extending conquefl. in Africa 
nnd Afia became the objeft of attention among 
the Portuguefe; a new pnflion co operated with 
the principles juft mentioned* to give additional 
energy to .the Porfyguefe fpirii. This, paffion, 
which, atrfirft, would. ncceftarily exalt all, the 
reft, but whichMn a little time would deftroy tlie 
generous principles- from which they arofe, was 
the third of riches. The vencU Avcrc crowded 
with adventurers, whofc views werc-sto enrich 
themrclvcs, to ferve the ftate, and to ntakc .pro» 
fclilcs. They appeared in India to, be fomething 
more than men tjU thcvdcath, of Albuquerque; 
but at that period, riches, which werb the obje® 
and reward of their couquefts, introduced uni» 
verfal corruption. The nobler paljions gave way 
to the plcafurcs of luxury, which never, fail to 
enervate the body, and to deftroy the virtues of 
^c.mlnd. The weak fucceflbrs of the illoftrious 
Eroanud, aud the men ol indifferent Malents, 
■whoux he himfclf font as viceroys to India, gra* 
dually contributed to the degeneracy ot the For- 
tuguefe. , , 

< Losez'^oaxcz, however, who fucceeded AU 
buquerque, purfued his defigns, He abohfhcd a 
barbarous cuftqm that prevailed in the country 
*he neighbourhood of Calicuti 
llie inhabitants of this region confulted fpreerers 
concerning the deftipy.ol thde children i if tbe> 
magician promffed a happy dcftiny,.they were fqf- 
tered to live ;;if be foretold any great calamities 
\\\at were to befal} them, they were nut to death. - 
gogrez interpofed tn preferyc thefe children, ; He. 
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N?a8 For fomc time employed m preventing the op* book 
podtion with which the PortugucFc were threat- . 
cned in India \ and as foon as he was relieved 
from this anxiety, he rcfolved to attempt a paf- ' 
fage to China. • ' ' 

The great Albuquerque had formed the fame Arrival of 
defign. He had met with Chinefe fiiips and 
chants at Malacca, and conceived a high opinion 
of a nation whofevery failors had more poiitcnefsjSrareoftlje 
Q better fenfc of decorum, more good-nature and*™^^^*’ 
humanity, than were, at that time, to be found 
among the European nobility. He invited the 
Chinefe to continue their commerce with Malacca* 

From them he procured a particular account of 
the ftrength, riches, and manners of their exten* 
five empire, and communicated, his intelligence 
to the court of Portugal. 

* The Chinefe nation was utterly unknown in 
•Europe. hlarkPauJ, a Venetian, who had tra- 
>’cllca to China by land, had given a defeription 
of it which was looked upon as fabulous. It 
correfponded, however, with the particulars fincc 
tranfniittcd by Albuquerque. Credit was given 
to the teftimony of this commander, and to his 
account of the lucrative trade that might be car- 
ried on with this country. * • ■ 

In theycar 1518 a fquadron failed from Lifbon 
to convoy an ambalTador to China. As foon as 
it arrived at the iflands in the neighbourhood of 
Canton, it' was’ furrounded by Chincle veflels, 
which came to reconnoitre it. Ferdinand Andra- 
da, who commanded it, did not put himfelf in 
any pofture of defence; he fuffered die Chinefe to 
come on board; communicated the object of hii 
voyage to the Mandarins that prefided at Canton, 
and lent his ambalfador on lliore, whouas,con- 
dufted to Pekin. 


The 
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aent monarchies (liflc rifing republics in their BOOK 
births, and that a rude and, favage people, ruOiing 
like a tojTcnt, fweep away multitudes of ftates, 
which are difunitcd and broken in pieces. 

China alone has been exempted from this fa* 
tality. This empire, bounded on the. north by 
llulfian 'Tartary, on the fouth by India, on the 
weft by Thibet, and on the caft by the ocean, 
comprehends almoft all the caftern extremity of 
the continent of Afia. It is eighteen hundred 
leagues in circumference j and is faid to have 
lafted through a fucccfiive ferics of four thoufand 
years : nor is this antiquity in the Icaft to be 
wondered at. The narrow bounds of our hiftory, 
and the fmall extent of our kingdoms, which rife 
and fall in a quick fuccelEon, are the confcouence 
of wars, fupcrftition, and the unfavourable cir- 
cumftances of our lituation. But the Chinefe, 
who arc cncompaiTed and defended on all Hdes by 
Xcas and defens, like the ancient Egyptians, may 
have given a lading ftabiUty to their empire. As 
foot! as their coafts and the inland parts of their 
territories have been peopled and cultivated, this 
happy nation muft of courfc have been the center 
of atiraflion to all the furrounding people ; and 
the wandering or cantoned tribes muft ncccflarily 
ha\e gradually attached thcmfelves to a body of 
men, who fpcak Icfs frequently of the conquefts 
they have made, than of the attacks they ha\e 
f^ulfcrcd ; and arc happier in the thought of hav- 
ing citiUzed ihcjr conquerors, than they could 
have been in that of having deftrojed their in- 
vaders. 

* In a country where a cUtUzed gosernment has 
been fo anciently edabhlhcd, we may c\cry where 
expert to had ftrong \cftigcs of the continued 

exertion* of mdullry. It** road^ have been Ic- 
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iP ^ • {”? anib.iflador was cicry moment iircfcnieil 
y — tome new wonder, tliat llruck Itiin with 
ainazcnicnt. If we eonlidcr the largencfs of the 
towns, the multitude of villages, the variety of 
eanals, of vvlneh fome arc navigable aerofs the 
empire, and others contribute to the fertility of 
1C foil; the art of cultivating their lands, and 
the abundance and variety of their produaionsj 
he fagacious and mild afpefl of the inhabitants, 
the perpetual tmcrcliangc of good offices which 
appeared in the country and on the public roads, 
mid the good order preferved among tliofe nuin- 
"'sased in the hurry of 
bufinefs; we lliall not wonder at the furprife of 
omed mnbaffiidor, who had been accuf- 

of Europe barbarous and ridiculous manners 

‘ !ho h“ » 
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dent monarclucs ftiflc r>fing republics m their u 
births, and lint a rude and fuigci>coplc, rudung ^ 
like a torrent, away tnuUuudc^ of Hates, 

which arc difunitcd and broken in pieces. 

Chiha alone has been exempted from this fa* 
tahtv. 1 hts empire, bounded on the north by 
llufliian Tartary, on the fouih by India, on the 
weft by Ihibct, ind on the eaft by the ocean, 
comprehends almoft all the caftern extremity ot 
the continent of Afia. It is eighteen hundred 
leagues in circumference, and is faid to haic 
laded through a fucccllwc fcrics of four thoufand 
years: nor u this antiquity in the lead to be 
wondered at. The narrow bounds of our hidory , 
and the fmall extent of our kingdoms, which rife 
and fall in a quick fuccelCon, arc the confcoucncc 
of wars, fupcrdition, and the unfavourable cir- 
cumftanccs of our lituation. But the Chmefe, 
who arc cncouipadcd and defended on all Tides by 
Teas and deferts, like the ancient Tgypuans, may 
have given a lading ftabihty to their empire. As 
foon as their coifts and the inland pirti of their 
territories have been peopled and cultivated, this 
happy nation muft of courfe have been the center 
of atira^ion to all the furrounding people , and 
the wandering or cantoned tribes muft ncccflarily 
have gradually aiiacbed ihcmfchcs to a body of 
men, who fpcaLlcfs frequently of the conquefts 
♦^hey have made, than of the attacks they hive 
uflered, and arc happier in the thought of hav- 
ng civilized their conquerors, than they could 
lavc been in that of having dt-ftroyed their lu- 
aefers. 

In a country where a civilized government has 
lecn fo anciently eftabhihed, we may every vvacre 
uepeft to nr\d ftrong vcftige* of the continued 
ixcrtious of mduftry It's roads have been le- 
velled 
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O K vt-ilcd with tlic cxaclcft care j and, in general, 
Iiavc no greater declivity than is ncccirary to fa- 
cilitate the watering of the land, winch tlic 
Cliincfc confidcr, with rcafon,* as one of the 
greated helps jn agriculture. There arc but few, 
c\cn of the mod ufcful trees, becaufe their fruits 
would rob the corn of it*s nouriflimcnt. We can- 
not therefore expeft to meet here with thofc gar- 
dens lull of flowers, verdant lawns, groves, and 
louniaitts, the fight of which Is calculated to ex- 
hilanue the idle ipc£lator, while they fccni con- 
cealed and removed from the public eye, as if the 
owners were afraid of ihewing how much their 
atnufcincnts had encroached upon the foil that 
ought to be cultivated for the fupport of life, 
ihc land is not overcharged wiili thofc paries or 
extennve forefls, which arc not near fo fcrvjceable 
to inanhmd by the wood they furnifli, as prejui 
dicial by preteming agriculture; and while they 
contribute to the plcafure of the great by tlic 
bcafls that range in them, prove a real misfortune 
to the hulbauamau. In China, the beauty of a 
couniry-fcat cuiifiiU in Vs being happily fituated, 
nYou..dcd „„1, a., agreeable variety of ioltivatcd 
bUds, and uucrfpcrfcd with trccs plantcd irregu- 
! / t foni': heaps of a poious ftonc, whicii 

at a diltaiicc have the appearance of rocks or 
mountains. 

hito terraces, fop- 
?nnn V H'rc' there are refervoirs; 

•"“ * ‘"8'"“‘‘y..fot- the reception of 
fee the h ”ot uncommon to- 
wered byTfaS^'M =■ 1;’“ 

..nrTJn-; r cauaJ, by means of a number 
conftruaion.'whicli favc 

could nn^ with tWO mCO, wlwt 

c done with athoufaud any where clfe. 

Thefe ■ 
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V Thcfc heights commonly yield three crops in a B O O H 
year. They arc firft Town with a kind of radifli, . 
which produces an oil ; then with cotton, and 
after that with potatoes. This is the common 
method of culture j but the rule is not without 
exception. » ^ ^ 

Upon moftof the mountains which are incapa- 
ble of being cultivated for the fubfiftcncc of man, 
proper trees arc planted for building houfes or 
ihips. hlany of thefe mountains contain Iron, 
tin, and copper mines, fulHcient to fupply the 
empire. The gold mines have been ncglcScd, 
either becaufe their produce did not defray the 
expence of norklng them, or becaufe the gold 
duft, walhed down, by the torrents, was found 
fuSicient for the purpofes of exchange. 

The Gindy plains, -laved from the ravages of 
the ocean (which changes it*s bed as rivers do 
their courfe, in a fpacc of time fo cxadlly propor- 
tioned to the difference in the mafs of water, that 
a fmall encroachment of the Tea caufes a ihoufand 


revolutions on the furfacc of the globe), form, at 
this day, the provinces of Nankin andTchckiang, 
which arc the fincft in the empire. As" the Egyp- 
tians cheeked the courfe of the Nile, the Chinefe 
have rcpulfcd, reftrained, and given laws to the 
ocean. They, have re-united to -the continent, 
trafis of land which had been disjoined by this 
element. To the action of the univerfe the 
Chinefe oppofc the labours of indullry j and while 
nadons, the moll celebrated in hlftory, ' have, 
by the rage of conqued, increafed the ravages 
which time is. perpetually making upon thi? 
globe, they exert fucb efforts to rct^d the pro- 
grefs of unUctfal devaffauon, as might appear 
fupernatural, if they were* not contmual and cvl- 
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To the improvements of land, this nation adds, 
if we may be allowed the exprcfllon, the im- 
provement of the water. The rivers, which com- 
municate with each other by canals, and run 
under the walls of moft of the towns, prefent us 
with the profpeft of floating cities, compofed of 
an infinite number of boats filled with people, 
who live confiantly upon the water, and whofc foie 
employment is fifliing. The fea itfclf is covered 
withnumberlefsvcflels, whofe marts, atadiftance, 
appear like moving forerts. Anfon mentions it 
ps a reproach to the filhermen belonging to thefe 
boats, that th^ did not give thcmfelvcs a mo- 
ment’s intermlflion from their work to look at his 
fliip, which was the largcft that bad ever anchor- 
ed in ihofc latitudes. But this inattention to an 
objeft, which appeared to a Chinefe failor of no 
ufe, though it was in the way of his profeflion, 
is, perhaps, a proof of the happinefs of a people, 
who prefer bufinels to matters of mere curiofity. 

The mode of cultivation is by no means uniform 
throughout this empire, but varies according to 
the nature of the foil and the difference of the 
climate. In the low countries towards the fouth 
Tice is fown, which being always under water, 
grows to a great (izc, and, yields two crops in a 
ycar.^ Jn the inland parts of the country, .where 
the lituation is lofty and dry, the foil produces a 
fpccies of rice, which is neither fo large, fo well- 
tarted, or fo nouriihing as the former, and makes . 
the hufbandman but one return in the year for his 
labour. In the northern parts, the fame kinds of 
gram are cultivated as in Europe : they grow in 
as plenty, and arc of as good a quality as in 
pny of our moft fertile countries. From one end 
ol China to the other, there are large quantities 
of vegetables, particularly ih the fouth, where, 
together 
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together with fiih, they fupply the place of meat, n o o ic 
.which is the general food of the other provinces. . J* 
But the improvement of lands is univcrfally 
derdood and attended to. All the dilTerent kinds 
of manuTC arc carefully pteferved, and ikilfully 
didributed to titc bed advantage ; and tliat which 
arifes from fertile lands, is applied to make them 
dill more fertile. ’Hus grand fydein of nature, 
which is fuftained by dcdruAloa and rc.produc- 
tion, is better undcrllood and attended to inChU ‘ 
na than in any other country in the world. 

The firll caufc of the rural ccconomy of the 
Cluncfc, is that chara^kerof induftry by which 
thefe people arc particularly diQinguifhcd, wlio 
in their nature require a Icfs fliarc of repofe. 

Every day in the^ year is devoted to labour, ex- 
cept the firft, which is employed in paying and 
leecWing vifits among relations; and the laft, 
which is facred to the memory of their anccdors. 

The firft is a foetal duty, the latter a part of do- 
mcftlc worlhlp. In this nation of fages, what- 
ever unites and civilizes mankind is religion : and 
religion Ufclf is nothing more than the pradicc 
of the focial virtues. They arc a fober and ra- 
tional people, who want nothing more than the 
controul of civil laws to make them juH : their 
private worlhip confifts in the love of their pa- 
rents, whether living or dead ; and their public 
worQiip, in the love of labour ; and that kind of 
labour w'liich is holden in the moit facred vene- 
ration. 

Tiic generofity of two of their emperors is 
much revered, who, preferring the intcrcfls of the 
(late to thofc of their family, kept their own cliil- 
dren from the throne to make room for men 
taken from thejilough. The Chinefe alfo revere 
the mcraory of thofc hufbandmen, who fowed the 
‘ feeds 
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BOOK feeds of \\\c Inppmcfs aud (lability of the empire 
^ t , fertile bofom of the earth j that incx- 

^hauftiblc fourcc of whatever conduces to the 
nouriJhmcnt, and confcqucntly to the incrcafc of 
mankind. 

In imitation of thefe royal hufbandmen, the 
emperors of China become hulbandmcn oQiclally. 
h is one of their public funftions to break up tlic 
ground in the fpring : and the parade and mag- 
nificence that accompanies this ceremony, draws 
together all the farmers in the nciglibourhood of 
the capital. They flock in crowds to fee their 
prince perform this folemnity in honour of the 
iird of all the arts. It is not, as in the fables of 
Greece, a god who tends the flocks of a king ; 
it is the father of his people, who, holding the 
plougli with his own hands, fliews his children 
what arc the true riches of the (late. In a little 
time he repairs again to the field he lias ploughed 
himfclf, to fow the feed that is mofl proper for the 
ground. The example- of the prince is followed 
in all the provinces ; and at the fame feufons, the 
viceroys repeat the fame ceremonies. In the pre- 
fence of a numerous concourfc of bufbandtnen* 
'flic Europeans, who have been prefent at this 
folemnity at Canton, never fpcak of it without 
emotion', and make us regret that this feftival, 
the political aim of which is the encouragement 
of labour, is not cllabUlhcd in our climate, »n* 
Head of that number of religious fcails, which 
fceni to be invented by idlencf. ro make the coun- 
try a barren wade. 

Iris not to be imagined, ho\vcvcr,*that the 
evswvv* i?/ P aVav .V resfiy »nTgagcn’ nr rfte j\r&oury <rS 
a rural life. '1 he arts of luxury arc grown to (b 
great a height in China, that ihefc tranfadVioiis 
can only pals for mere ceremonies. But the law, 

vchicb 
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wliich obliges the prince to /hew this token of re* B O 0 K 
fpeft to the profeffion of hu/bandmen, has a ten- , 
deucy to promote the advantage of agriculture*^ ^ 
The deference paid by the /bvcrcign to public 
opinions contributes to perpetuate them ; and the 
influence of opinion is the principal Ipring that 
aftuates the political machine. 

This influence is preferved in China by con- 
ferring honours on all hu/bandmen, who excel in 
tlie cultivation of the ground. "When any ufcful 
difeovery is made, the author of 'it is called to 
court to communicate it to the prince ; and is 
Cent by the government into the provinces, to in- 
ilrufl them in his method. In a word, in this 
country, where nobility Is not hereditary, but a 
mere pcrfonal re^*ard, indtfcriminately bellowed 
upon merit ; fcveral of the magiflrates, and per- 
fons raifed to the highed employments in the 
empire, are chofen out of ratmltcs which arc folely 
employed in the cultivation of land. 

Thesc encouragements which belong to the 
manners of the people, are further fccondcd by 
the bed political inftitutions. Whatever is in it’s 
nature incapable of being divided, as the Tea, 
rivers, canals, &c. is enjoyed in common, and is 
the properly of no individual. Every one has the 
liberty of going upon the water, of lifliingj-and 
hunting} and a fubjcfl who is in ppUcffion of an 
ellatc, whether acquired by hiinfclf pr left by his 
relations, is in no danger of having his right call- 
ed in queflion by thp tyrannical authority of the 
feudal laws. 

^.vs .CvM.ViVevfr ihc Aaswf at .OaU a /wj.hc.’* -f;?- 
couragement to agriculture. Except the cuflonis 
cftablilhed in the fca-ports, there are but two 
kiuds of tribute known in the empire. Thcfirft, 
which ris. pcrfonal, is paid by every citizen froii} 

twenty 
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B 0 0 K twenty to fixty years of age, in proportion to liis 
mcoiiic. The fccond, which is levied on the pro- 
ducc of the land, amounts to a tenth, a twentieth, 
r according to the quality of the 

foil. j.hcrc certainly have been fotnc of their 
emjicrors, or miniflcrs, \\bo have attempted to 
extend and multiply the taxes ; but as fuch an 
undertaking would require much time, and that- 
no man could flatter Inmfclf iljat he Ihould live 
to fee the fuccefs of it, the attempt has been given 
up. Men of bad principles aim at immediate 
enjoyment, while the virtuous miniilcr extending 
Ins benevolent views beyond the prefent genera- 
tion, contents Inmfelf with forming’^ defigns, and 
])ropagating ufclu! truths for the advantage of 

poltcruy, wuhout expcaing to fee the efieft of 

thern himfclf. 

1 HE manner of levying the contributions m 
Ctnna, js as nnldas the contributions themfelves. 

• 1 he only penally infltflcd on perfons liable to be 

taxed, and who arc too flow in the payment of 
the tnbqtc demanded by the public, is to quarter 
o , infirm, and poor people upon them, to he? 
maintained at their cxpcnce, nil they have dif-^ 
c large the debt due to go\crnmcnt. 'This man- 
^ proceeding lias a'tendency to awaken pity' 
2 ..d humarmy ,n ,l,v brcaltof a citizen, when he' 
fees mifcrablc objeas, and hears the cries of hun- 
ger ; u,acad of p,„E him dirgull. and exciting' 
ns rerentment by the odious Vrquin.iens ant 

h/fn ■'> Europe,' 

fent rS? ' *'’= of an info- 

‘“'■''e St diferetion in a 
tteafury-^’”^''* “‘““t'flefs extortions of the 

P'U't of the pro-' 
ducc of the earth m kind j and collca the poll-' 

ux 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 


»4J 

ta'c m money. The ofHcers In tlic municipal n o o K 
towns jay the whole of the produce into the E 
public treefury, through the hands of the receiver- 
general of the prQ\ince. The ufc that is made 
of this revenue prevents all frauds in collcftiag- 
i;; as it is well known, that a part of thcle duties 
is allotted for the maintenance of the magiftrates 
and foldicrs. ' The money* arlung From the falc of 
this proportion of the product of the lands which, 
has been expofed to fale, ;s never iilucJ from ihcr 
treafury but in public exigencies. It is laid up 
in ibe magazines againh times of Icarcity, when 
the people receive what they had only lent, as it 
were, inTSlW*^ plenty. 

It may naturally be expeSed that a nation, en- 
joying fo many advantages, would be extremely 
populous.! cfpccially in a cranaic where, what-’- 
ever reafon may' be aEgned for it, the women art 
remarkably prolific j where debauchery is very, 
uncommon j where the extent of paternal rights 
ncccflarily excites the defire of having a numerous 
■ progeny; where an equality of fortunes prevails, 
which the difference of couditions renders injpof-^ 
fiblc in other places ; where rhe mode of hftag is 
generally fimplc, little cxpcnfivc, and tending 
always to the inofl rigid ceconomy;. where W’ars 
arc neither {rcqvicnc, nor deflrutlivc; where celi- 
bacy is preferibed by the manners of the country; 
and where tde heaUhinefs of the climate prevents 
epidemic dtfeafes. Accordingly', there is no 
country in the umvcrFc fo populous as this. The 
population, is indeed carried to too great a* 
fccigbr, iince it appears from the records of the 
empire, that a bad harveft fcldom fails to produce, 
an infurreftion. " . 

It is unncccflary to fcardi beyond this circum- 
Aance for the reafons which preveut dcfponfiu. 

trom 
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B 0 0 K from making any advances in China. It is cri, 
dent from thefe frequent revolutions, that the 
people arc fully feniiblc that a regard to the 
rights of property, and fubmiflion to the laws, 
arc duties of\ a fccondary clafs, fubordinatc to 
the original rights of nature, whofe only view, 
m the formation of communities, has been the 
common benefit of thofc who enter into them. 
Accordingly, when the more immediate nccefla-* 
rics of life fail, the Chinefe ecafe to acknowledge 
tl^^cs not providc for their 
lublitlcnce. ITic right of kings is founded on the 
«garU they pay to the prefervation of the people. 
Neither religion nor. morality teach any, other 
uoarmc m China. ^ 


Tna emperor is well aware, that he prcfidcs 
over a people who fubmit to the laws no longer, 
tiian wbtlc they promote their bappinefs. He is 
icntjblc, that if the fpirit of tyranny, which is ib 
common and epidemical in other countries, fliould 
icizc him but for a moment, fuch a violent op- 
pofuion would be raifed, that he would beexpeU 
throne. Accordingly, finding Jiim- 
fupreme command by a 

people who obferve and criticire his conduft, he 

e attempting to creft himfelf into an. 

, /®*‘S'o«s.fupcrftition,, which fets no 
° He docs not violate the' 

fr-r>fr,- comraft, J>y virtue of which he holds the 
weU irn convinced that the pefaple are To 
we ‘■'Rhts, and knowfoi 

wVn=vcr u pro- 


•uinvB 1 • — r . mat wliencver a pro- 
be rec^lI mandarin who governs Jt, 

hfm and delivers 

,iiim UD to a triiiTinvil ..... 


him nr,f« examination, and delivers 

ecus, he is not 
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even tile circumftaiicc of its having been poffiblcu o o K 
for him to excite the refentment of the people, is i. 
imputed to him as a crime.. He is confidcred as 
an ignorant tutor, who attempts to deprive a fa- 
ther of the love his children bear him. This com- 
pliance, which, in other countries, would nouriHi 
perpetual difeontent, and occafion an infinite 
number of intrigues, is not attended with any in- 
couveniencedn China, where the inhabitants are 
naturally dlfpofed to be mild and jufi, and the 
conftitution of the Hate is fo ordered, that it*& 
delegates have fcldom any rigorous commands to 
execute. 

This obligation the .prince is under of being 
jufi, tends to make him more wife and inteilU 
gent. He is in China what we wifli to make 
princes in all countries believe they are, the Idol 
of his pepple. It fiiould feein that the manners 
and laws of this country have mutually confpired 
to efiablifii this fundamental principle, (hat China 
is a family of- which the Emperor is the patriarch. 

It is not as a conqueror, or a Icgiflator, that he 
holds his authority } but as a father t it is by this 
lie that he governs, rewards, and punifhes. This 
pleafing fcntimcnc gives him a greater fliarc of 
power, than the tyrants of other nations can pof- 
fibly derive from the number of their troops, or 
the artifices of their minillcrs. It is not to be 
imagined what eficcra and affcclion the Chinefe 
have for their emperor j or, as they exprefs it, for 
their common, their univcrfal fatlicr. 

This public Veneration ij founded upon that 

w -piVwfit ■L’iiuaA'tvti. 

China, the father and mother claim an abfolutc 
right over their children at every period of life, 
even when raifed to the higheft dignity. Paternal 
authority and filial alFc^lion are the fpringsot this 

Vql. I. L empire: 
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E 0^0 K empire: they regulate the manners, and are the 
’ — v-^ tie that unites the prince to his fnbjcfls, ‘the fub* 
jefts to their prince, and the citizens to one an- 
° ^^‘Ecfe government, by the gradual 

perfcclton^it has acquired, has been brought back 
to that point from which all other governments 
teem to have finally and irrevocably degenerated ; 
to the patriarchal government, which is that of 
nature itfelf. i . , 

Titrs fublime fyflem of morals,, which for fo 
many ages has contributed to the profperity of the 
Lhincre empire, would, however, probably have 
nn infenfible change, if the chimeri- 
cal diltmaions allowed to birth had dcllroycd that 
original equality eftablilhcd by nature among inan- 
, ,1^?.. ’ which ought only to give way to fuperior 
abilities and fuperior mem. In all the> hates of 
kurope, there aie a fet of men who affume from 

tneir infancy a pre-eminence independent of their 
moral charafler. The attention paid them from 
of their birth, gives them the idea 
„ ‘ ^ arc formed for command ; they foon 

end hi? thcinfclvcs as a diftinft fpecies, 

r'-k and ftation. 

take no pains to make ihemfelves worthy of it. 

dillileni Wft "= °wo fo many in- 
ren/rA '8?“rant inagillrates. and bad 

hirdolV ,!%"°i in Cluna, where nobi- 

lity does not defeend by hereditary right. The 

‘’'sins a^id ®ends with 
c n nfrl I, J ? miniver of the 

bmh bm =*' 'irn.ntoinent of his 

tmc/The i'.nvc derived from na- 

tipon the anr ft foinetimcs conferred 

Slices Lu' “ ‘rns rinne lignal 

Zl M - ''r“' “^rrk of diftTne- 

tion, winch i.inetdypcrronal, dies with ifs pof- 

fcflbr, 
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fcltbr, and hU children derive no other adva!)taqe book: 
from it than the memory and example of his , _^L_. 
virtues. . 

In confcquencc of tins perfeft cquMity, the 
Chinefeare enabled to eflabiifli an uniform fyflcm 
of education,' and to inculcate correfpondent prin- 
ciples. It is no difficult talk to perfuadc men who 
are upon an equal footing by birth, that they are 
all brethren. This opinion gives them every ad- 
vantage which a contrary idea would make them 
lofe. A Chinefc, 'who Hiould abffradt himfelf 
from this common fraternity, would Ibecome a 
folitary and mifcrablc beings and wander as' a 
ftrangcr m the heart of his country. 

Instead’ of thofc frivolons diftinfUons which 
are allotted to birth in almoft every other ^coun- 
try, the Chincfe fabffltutc real ones, founded en- 
tirely on pcrfonal merit. A fet of Avife and inicl- 
ligeut men, who are honoured with the title of 
the learned mandarlnsi devote thcmfclves to the 
ftudy of all fcicnccs ncccflary to qualify them for 
the adminihration of public affairs. None can be 
admiiicd into’ this rcfpcflablc focicty, who arc 
not recommended by their talents and know-* 
ledge ; ! for riches give no claim to this privilege. 

The mandarins thcmfclves fix upon proper perfons 
to affbciaic with them and their choice is alwa)s 
the rcfult of a drift examination. There arc dif- 
ferent claffes of mandarins, the fuccefiionto which 
is regulated by mciit, and not by fcnioriiy. 

From this body of mandarins, the emperor, 
according to a cuftom as ancient as the empire, 
clcfls miniffers, magidrates, governors of pro- 
vinces, and officers of every denomination who 
aie called to any employment m the date. As 
his choice can only fall upon men of tried abi- 
lities, the welfare of the people is always lodged 
' La m 
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B^o o Km the hands of thofc who arc worthy of fuch 
, truft. ‘ \ ' 

In confequencc of this mflitutlon, no'dignityis 
hereditary except that of the crown j and even 
lliatdaes not always devolve on the cldcft fonj 
but on him-^whon^ the emperor' and the councilor 
mandarins judge moft worthy. By this method, 
a fpirit of \iriuous emulation prevails even in the 
imperial family. The throne is given to merit 
alone, and it is afligned to the heir only in con- 
hderation of his abilities. The emperors rather * 
chufe to look for a fucceflbr In a dificrent family* 
than to intruft the reins of covernment to un- 
flviiful hands. , ^ - 

. ''*'ccf<5ys and magiftrates enjoy the affee* 

tion of the people, at the fame-time that they par* 
or the authority of the fovereign \ and any 
miuakes m their adminiftration meet with the 
fame indulgence that h Ihewn to thofe of the fu- 
They have not that tendency 
I® which prevails in this part of the world. 

In China there is no fet of men to form or ma* 
nage 3- faftion ; as the mandarins have no rich and 
povvcrtul family conneflions, they can deri\c no 
fupport but from the crown, and their' own wif* 
trained upin a war of thinking 
that infpircs humanity, the love ofordcr, bcncfi- 
I ccncc, and refpea for the laws. They take pains 
into the people, and 
sttachmem to every law, by pointing 
tendency. The fo\crcign 
or ‘ft convey fomc moral 

bLSm ‘tiflruaion. The people ncccfiariiy 
** inicrcfts, and the 

and ihr h SO'crnment to promote them ; 

U?cV ftn they arc, he more likely 

they v%>Il be to remain quiet. 

Super- 
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rT'^SufERSTiTioN, which cxcUcs dlfturbanccs in B o O, K 
alL other. countries, and either cftabliflics tyranny, 
oriovcrthrows' government, has no influence in 
China- '-Jr isjioleratcd,- injudicioufly, perhaps, 
by the laws : but, at Icaft, it never makes laws it- 
fclf. ,No perfon can have any ftiarcin the govern- 
ment who docslnet bclong.to the clafs^of literati, 

.who admit of np> fuperllition. The, .bonzes- arc 
not ’allowed to ground .the duties.of; morality upon 
the doarincs of, their .feds,, nor.confcquently to 
difpcnfc;. with them.' If they impofe upon fomc 
part- ofithc' nauoni.iheir artifices do -not. afFcft 
thofc whdfc example and authority- arc of the 
greateft importance tp the ftatc. . * • 

a■]lCQ^:?uclus■,iin whofc actions .and difeourfes 
precept was joined to example, whole mempry is 
equaUyjTcvcrcd,. and jwhofe ,doftrinc -is equally 
•e^raced by all clancs,and:fcfts whaifoevcr, Svas 
•the';,fourtdcr: of .the^nauonal .religion jof. China. 

.His: code; co’ntains a'Jyfient.of natural law, \yblch 
'ought', to be the groundrwork.of all/eligions^ tfac 
. rule of fociely, -and fiandard of all govcrhihehts. 

-Ha taught, jhat.rcaron^was an, emanation 'of. the 
•Deity ; and th'at.tbc fupreme law; cpnfificd in the 
' .barmony-betwCcn nature and -rcafon. j>The fcli- 
rgion that runs inoppofitipn to thefe two guides’ of 
■human lifc,Idocs,‘not come frpm-heaven.; ■ ' 
lAs.lhc Chincfc.havc no term .for God, they fay 
•th’athcavcnis God. '.5«/„faysthcemperorjCharig- 
•:chi,'. in'an edift publifl^cdjn.iyjOj.v’t «»o / io the 
: vifihle and material Itfajvfii that we offer our.Jaeri- 
Jices, but io the Lord of beavetu .VV.hus atbcifm, 
ilhough not uncommon in China, .is nptipublicly 
iprofciTcd.' 'It. is. ncithcr..thci chataftctiftic of a 
.fcciV.nor’an.'objcftyof perfecution ;• but;, is tolc- 
^raicd as well as.fupcriliuon. - z .! - ' 

'>"2 nadj fT’ci-aa z^z~z i.”': o; • ’ The 
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o K. The- cmpcror,'‘who xi- fblc ponuffj 1% likcwifc 
the judge in mbttcrs-of- religion ; ibut as the na- 
tional worihipAvas made for -the government, not 
the government for it} and asb’oth were defigned 
tbbcfubrcrvicntto.thc ends of .focicty; -it ianci- 
tKcr the intcreft nor.inclination'of the fovcrcign 
to employ the combm^ion of authority lodged in 
Ills hands, for the purpofes of oppfeffion»:/*If on 
the one hand- the' doftrincs 'and'ccfcmonics'of the 
hierarchy! do not'prcvcnt the prince fromrmaking 
an ill ufe.bPabfoluic autKority;i he. is mofe-pow^ 
crfully-fcilraincd'on'thc ’other,’ b'y thegcncral in- 
. flu'encebPtHe'naiiortd'manners,'::. * , / Sj'.'s 

attempt to-cliange ahefc.’.mqpncrs'.would 
bb ’attended with -the -grcatcll difficulty; bccaufe 
they arc inculcated by a mode of educationjWhicii , 
isi’perhaps,* the bcft.xyc‘ arc acquainted wirhi-Tfae 
Chmcrc/do'hot'roalcc'a point of mftrufUng their 
childrcn“tiU- thcy afc'five'-ycars old. Theyar* 
then - taught- to- write- words or- hieroglyphics, 
which rcprefcntfcnfiblc'bbjcdls; ofj which.at.tbe'’ 
fame* tiinc 'ihey endeavour- to-givCA them.- clear, 
ideas. ^ Afterwards; their memory k .ftorcdJwIth 
’■fententtous vcrfcs^cpnlaming'-prtccpts».of 
tyv* which they arc 'taught to’ reduce to .prafUcc. 

‘As'they!.advancc in years -'they- arc inftruQcd-un 
the^philpfophy of Confuciusi'’ -This'is the raanner 
of education amoDg^ the-' ordihary-’rank’s.'’-'Thc 
‘children^hd'raay'afpirc to’-pofts- of.honour/ib’c- 
gin:‘in “the -fame, manner} but - intermbe-* other 
■ftudicsTclative to human cohdua in the difierent 
;ftatioris of-Iifc. '-'i- « 

''■'In China,' the- marmets-'takc their complexion 
'"from" the -laws,- and • arc- prefetved' by ' common 
*ufage} which 'is- likewife prcfccihcd by- the Jaws- 
^Thp ChiBefe have a*greater number of precepts, 
■relating to the moft common aftions, than any 
. other 
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other people in the world* Their code of polite- B o o K _ 
nefs ts very volmnlnous;. the lowed citizen is in- 
ffruSed-in it, and obfcrics it with the iamc ex** 
aSnefs as the mandarins and the court. - . 

The laws in this code, like all the red, arc , 
formed with avicw oFkceping up the opinion that 
China is but one great family, and of promoting 
that regard and mutualialTcfiioa in the citizens, 
which is due to each other as brethren. , Thefe 
rights and cuftoms tend to preferve the manners.- 
Sonietimes, indeed, ceremonies arc fubllitutcd for 
fentiment; but how often arc they the means of 
reviving itl They compofc a kind of condant 
homage that is paid to virtue j and is calculated 
to engage the attention of youth. This homage* 
preferves the refpeft due to virtue hcrfcif; and if 
it fomclimcs leads tojiypocrify, it encourages at 
lead a laudable zeal. Tribunals are ereded to 
take cognizance of tranfgrenions againd cudom; 
as well as to puailh crimes, and reward merit. 

Mdd and moderate punilhmentsare infliflcd upon, 
crimes, add virtue is didinguilbed by marks of 
honour.- Honour is therefore one of the prin- 
ciples that a^uatc the Chinefe government : and 
though it be the leading one, it operates more 
drongly than fear, and more feebly than af- 
fcftioir.. . ' 

' .Un dbr. the influence of fuch inftituiions, China 
mud^beihc country in the whole world, where 
men arc mod humane. . Accordingly, the huma- 
nity of the Chinefe is confpicuous on ihofc occa- 
fions, where it fliould feem, that virtue could 
have no other objc^i but JuRiccj and that judicc 
could not be executed without fcvcriiy. Their 
prifoners arc confined in neat and commodious 
apartments, where they arc well taken care of, 
eve:.! to .the moment when they fuficr. It fre- 

qucmiy 
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BOOKqucmly happens, that the only puniflimcnt in- 
' — . — jP'o™ on a rich man amounts to no more than 
0 liging him, for a certain time, to maintain or 
clothe feme old men and orphans at his own cx- 
and political romances form 
e! f of the Chinefc, who have regulated 

exaft nicety,' 

Vet “y "''‘J offentiment. 

• et they do not fail to culti\ ate the latter, in order 
to give a proper ellimation to the former. i 
•’“‘"“‘'I'n. ‘hat fpirlt, without 
U ftrnn ^ colonies, and' not nations, 

pL- and more aftlvc among ihc- 

Chinefc, than it is found in any republic. It is 

thdMib voluntarily contributing 

traveller. ’'i'"' '*>= “f' 

aaio i. Such 

nht are proofs of a beneficent huma- 

faJ^from k of generofity, arc 

tar from being uncommon in China. ■ ,■ i 

frcQuem^ Ini' ‘^i“" ‘'‘0/ l«vcbcen 

I^- but ’the e " '''"’"K" ‘hoYl’it'o been Icis 
latter which was the caufc of the 

of the neonF ^ revolution, and the manners 

“iLl^tlTn&oftexf;' by 

recnvfrmtr . fsrtars : they arc now- 

'\idoriou/nnf; P'’^P®r**on ^ as the princes of that 

own countrv of 

of the na. 

tlicv imnrnv^ ; u 5*0”>‘and in proportion as 
'«Wch the Chinefc caii"Xn1?al.°^ 
cliara£lc”'af fee the amiable 

ternal, and kinrl revived} that fra- 

and focial tics enchanting 

• «cs, winch foften the manners of thc' . 

people^ 
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people, and attach them inviolably to the laws. B 
Political errors and vices cannot take deep root in 
a country -where no perfons ate ever promoted to 
public employments, but fuch as are of the fe£t 
of the learned, whofe fblc occupation is to in- 
ftruft thcmfelves in the principles of moralUy and 
government. As long as real knovvledgc'Iliall be. 
holdcn in eftimation, as long as it Ihall -continue • 
to lead to public honours, there will cxift among 
the people of China a fund of rcafon and virtue, 
which will not be found among other nations. 

It muft, however, be acknowledged, that the 
greateft part of thoie improvements, which de-- 
pend upon theories that arc in the Icaft compli- 
cared, arc not fo far advanced there, as might' 
naturally be expelled from that ancient, aftive, 
and diligent people, who have fo long had a clue 
to them. Bui this circumllance is not inexplica- 
ble. The Chinefe language requires a- long and 
laborious ftudy, fcarccly to be comprehended 
wihin the term of a man’s life. The rights and 
ceremonies which theyobferve upon every occa- 
fion, afiord more excrcifc for their memory than 
their fenfibihty. Their manners arc calculated to 
cheek the impulfes of the foul, and weaken it’s 
operations. Too afiiduous in the purfuit of what 
is ufcful, they lia\e no opportunity of launching 
out into the cxtcnfivc regions of imagination. An 
cxcciliie veneration for antiquity, makes them 
the flaves of whatever is cflabhJhcJ. All tbefe 
caufes united, mull necclTanly have (lified, among 
the Chinefe, the fpirit of imcntlon. It requires 
ages with them to bring any thing to perfection ; 
and whoever rcticcls on the Aatc, in -which arts 
and fcicnces were found among them three hun- 
dred years ago, mufl be convinced of the extra- 
ordinary antiquity 0.f their «npirc. . . 
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The Ibw ftatc of learning, and of the fine arts 
in China, may perhaps be lurthcr owen to the 
very pcrfcQion of it’s government, and fyftem of 
policy. This paradox has it*s foundaiioniin rea- 
fon. (Where the ftudy of the laws, holds the firft 
rank in a nation, and is rewarded with an appoint- 
ment in the adminillration, inftead of a poft in an 
academy j iwhere learning . is applied to the regu- 
lation of mannersj'or the maintcnduce of the pub- 
lic; weal; where the fame .nation is exceedingly 
populous, and requires a conftant attention’in it*s 
learned members , to make fubfiftcnce, keep an 
equal pace with population ; where every indivi- 
dual, befidc the duties ,he owes to the public, 
which talte a confidcrablc time to be well under- 
{\ood, has particular duties arifing from the claims 
of hU family or profeffion : in fuch a natipn^ the 
fpeculative and ornamental parts of fcicnce can- 
not be expefted to arrive at that height of fplcn- 
dour they have attained in Europe. But theChi- 
nefe, who arc only our fcholars in the arts of 
luxury andL>anity, arc our mafters in the fcicnce 
of good government. .They can teach us the 
art of' incrcafing population, not that of deflroy- 
ing it. . . 

. OwE-of the arts in which the Chinefe have made 
thelcaRprogrcfs, is that of war.' It is natural to 
imagine, that a nation, whofe whole condufl:,' 
like that- of infants, is influenced by ceremonies, 
precepts, and cuftoms either of private or public' 
inftitution, mull confcqucnily be pliant, mode- 
rate, andi inclined to tranquillity both at homo 
and abroad. aBcafon and rcflcftlon, while they 
ckcriSi fentwenis hkc ^cavc no room far 

that enthufiafm,' winch conflitutcs the hero and 
thcY/arridr. .The fpirit of humanity, which tlicy 
imbibe ip thein tender years, wakes them look 

with 
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vith abhorrence omihofc fangumary fcencs qF ra-B o o K 
pine and maffacre, that are fo familiar to nations . ^ 

of a ■warlike turn. TVith fuch difpofitions, can 
v?c wonder that the Chtnefe are not warriors ? 

They have foldicrs without number, but totally 
undifciplincd, except in the fioglc article of obe- 
dience, and -which are Hill more deficient in mili- 
tary manoeuvres than in courage, < In their wars 
with the Tartars, the Chinefe knew not how to 
fight, and only flood to be killed. • Their attach- 
ment to their government, their country, and 
their laws, may fupply the umut of a warlike Ipi- 
rit, but will never fupplythc want of good arms, 
and military (kill. When a nation has found the. 
art of fubduing it*s conquerors by it's manners, 
it has no occafion to overcome it*s enemies by 
force of arms. 

U there a man who can look with fo much in- 
difierence upon the happmefs of a confiderable 
portion of the human race, as not to wifh that 
the ftate of China were really fuch as wc have 
been reprefenting it ? Let us, however, attend to 
what thofc perfons have to* fay upon the fubjeS, 
who think ihcmfclvcs warranted in entertaining a 
contrary opinion. 

In order to judge, fay thefe people, of a na- Sure of 
tion, equally clofed on all fides, fincc foreigners 
are not permitted to enter into it, and the natives th- ac- 
arc prohibited from going out of it, it is ncccf-^^®^ 
fary to fet out from foinc principles, which how- amors of 
ever uncertain they may be, arc flill received 
found principles, Thcfcfliall be the very fafts*’*”* 
that arc alleged by the pancgyrifls of China. Wc 
fiiall take them for granted, without entering 
into a difeuflion of them; and wc {ball only draw 
the conpiufions that arc npccfianly derived from 


them. 


1. China 


1^6 HISTORY OF SCTTLEME^TS AND TRi\Dli 

BOOK. 1. China enjoyed, or was under the calamity' 
of an immenfc population, when it was conquer- 
by theTartars ;/ and it is concluded, from the 
circumilaiice of the laws having been adopted by 
the conqueror, that they mulfc have been wife 
laws. > 1 M. t 

'This fubmiflion of the Tartars to the Chinefe 
government, does not appear to us to be a proof 
of'it’s excellence. It is in the nature of things 
that great bodies fliould give the law to little 
ones; and this rule is obferved in morality as well 
as in philofophy.. If we therefore compare the 
number of the conquerors with that of the van- 
quilhed people, i we fliall find that to pne Tartar 
there were fifty thoufand Chinefe. Is it poffiblc 
that one individual ihould alter the cudoms, 
manners, and legiflation of fifty thoufand men ? 
Bcfidcs, how could/it happen otherwife than that 
thefe Tartars Ihould have adopted the Chinele 
laws, when they had none of their own to fubfti- 
tutc to ‘them? The cUcumfianccs which this ex- 
iraordinaryrcvoluiion moll coafpicuoufly difplays, 
arc the cowardice of the nation, and it’s indif- 
Jcrcncc for it’s mailers, which, is one of the moll 
ftriUing characleriftics of the Have. Let us pro- 
ceed to confidcr the population of China. , ' 
z . From time luimcmorial agriculture has been 
honoured in China : this is a faft upon which all 
arc agreed. Every country addiflcd to hulban- 
dry, and- which enjoys a long continuance of 
peace ; which does uot experience any bloody 
revolutions; which is neither opprclfcJ by tyran- 
ny, nor cipofed to dcvaftation by the difcales of 
the climate ; and where we fee the laborious ci- 
tizen collecling in the plain a.balket full of earth, 
carrying it up to the* tops of the -mountains, co-< 
ycrir." the naked point of a rock with ii, and 
^ ■ - keeping 
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keeping it in it*s fituation by little palifadcs ; fuch b 
a country muft infallibly abound with inhabitants. 
Would thefe inhabitants indeed employ 'them- 
felvcs in extravagant labours, if the plain from 
whicli they havc^ gathered this fmall parcel of 
land, were uncultivated, deferted, and abandon- 
ed to the firft man who might be defirous of pof- 
fefling it? If the people were at liberty to extend 
thcmfelves into the country, would they remain 
cluftered together in the neighbourhood of the 
cities? The empire of China is therefore very 
well peopled in all it’s parts. » ' , 

Tun country is intcrfefled by a great number 
of canals ; which would be ulelcfs, if they did 
not cllablifli a frequent and ncccfiary communi- 
cation between one place and another. What 
can thefe things imply, unlcfs it be a great deal 
of internal motion, and confcqucntly a very con- 
fidcrabic degree of population ? 

Every country fubfifting by hulbandry, where 
dearths are frequent, andi where thofc dearths 
occafion the infurreftion of thoufands of men ; 
where, in the courfc of ihcfc infurrcQions, more 
crimes and murders arc committed ; and there 
arc more conflagrations and more pillaging, than 
would take place on the irruption of a band of 
favages; and where, as foon as the fcafon of the 
famine and the revolt is over, the adminillration 
abftains from purfuing the criminal : fuch a coun- 
try certainly contains a greater number of inha- 
bitants than it can fubHR. Would not the Chi- 
nefc be the mod abfurd of all people, if the ac- 
cidental want of the neccflarics of life proceeded 
from their ncgleft, either in cultivating their 
land, or in providing for their fubfiftcncc ? But 
China, an imihcnfe and fertile country, fo well 
cultivated, and fo admirably governed, is not the 
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B 0^0 Kiefs expofed to this fort ’of? calamity. It mufl: 
_i. therefore contain ten times, twenty times as many 
inhabitants, as*it does acres of land.- > 

' Every country, in which the attachment of 
parents to their offspring, a fentiment fo natural 
thatjt is common to man and brutes, is^ totally 
difregarded, and in which the children are mur- 
dered, Rifled, or expofed, without incurring the 
reientment of the public, has either too many 
inhabitants, or is o’ccupled by a race of men 
different from any other on the -furface* of the 
globe. This, however, is what is praftifed in 
China; and to deny or to invalidate this fa£t, 
woidd be to throw the veil of uncertainty upon 
alUhereft. - ... 

But there is flill another phcenomcnon which 
more particularly confirms the opinion of the cx- 
ceffive population of China, and this is, the little 
progrefs the arts and fcicnces have made there, 
in prtyiortlon to the extreme length of time they 
have been cultivated. The fptrit of inquiry has 
lionpcd^ juft at that point,, where ccafing to be 
u ctul, It s rcfcarchcs begin to be mere objcfls of 
cunofity, ^ 1 here is more advantage to be derh cd 
from the invcmion of the moft trifling praflical 
art, than from the moft fublunc difeovery which 
t ^ ^ work of genius. The man 

“'5''“ntagc, would be in higher edima- 
nroHrm ’ '•'= difficult 
nSifon r lu this country that 

Sear tnn f repeated, which wc 

Of rfclvca : Too, ,r Mr 
o^llihv r ^ >l>''s<p!titof tran- 

m^n to u,c natural difpofition of 

> IS always inclined to go beyond wluC 
he already know,', can be olhclwifc explained, 

than 
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than by a degree of population which prohibitjB o o K 
idlcncfs and the fpirit of contemplation, and, 
which keeps the nation in a continual Ibtc of 
anxiety and attention to its wants.* China is 
therefore the moft populous region on the face of 
the globe. V / 

This being granted, doth it not follow that it 
is alfo the raoft corrupt? Do we not learn from 
general experience, that the vices of focicty arc 
in proportion to the number of individuals which 
compofeit? What anfwcr could be made, if it 
were to be affirmed, that the morals of the Chi* 
iicfc, throughout the whole extent of tlicir empire, 
inuft ncccffanly he Hill more depraved than in 
our largcft cities, where a fenfe of honour, at 
lealV, to which the Chinefe is a ftrangcr, adds a 
luftre to virtue, and conceals the deformity of 
vice ? ^ : 

May it not be atked, what is, and .what rauft 
be ’the charadcc of a people, among whom we 
fee, not unfccqucntly, one province ruflnng upon 
anoilicr, and putting all the inhabitants to death, 
without mercy and with impunity? Can the 
manners of fneU a people be mild? Is that nation 
to be efteemed civilized or barbarous, in which 
the laws neither rcftraiii nor punilh the expofition 
or the murder of new-born infants ? Can thefe 
people be faid to chcrifli in an eminent degree the 
ientimems of humanity, benevolence, and com- 
miferation? Or cap we entertain a high,opinion 
of their wifdom, when, being incited by a con- 
currence of extraordinary circumilances to found 
colonics, they have cither not conceived, or have 
difdaincd to put in pradicc an cxpcdinicnt fo fmi- 
ple, and fo cffeftual againft the drcadlul calami- 
ties to which they are repeatedly and coniinualiy 
expofed? V 


So 
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COOK' So far, wc cannot form any Ingii opinion of the 
. _^‘_^ \vifdom of the Chincfc. Lee us fee whether the 
examinaiion of the conflitutiou of the empire, of 
the conduft-of the fovercign and his minillers, of 
the knowledge of the learned, and of the manners 
of the people, will contribute to infplrc us with 
' u more fublimc idea of it. 

siMous writer, who is not among the crov-d 
that admires the wifdom of the Cblnclc, fays cx« t 
prcfsly, that the 'cudgel is the fitveragn cf ChhtU’ 
According to this ludicrous, and at. the fame 
tune fagacious idea, 1 imagine there would be 
fomc difficulty in perfuading- us that a nation, in 
which man Is treated as bcalls are in other places» 
can have the Icaft linfturc of.thofc delicate and 
fufceptible manners that prevail in Europe* where ^ 
an injurious word’is expiated with blood j and' 
where even a threatening gcflurc is revenged by 
death. The Chincfc mull be of a very pacific .ind^ 
forbearing dirpofition.' So much the better, fa/ 
OUT amagdnifts. *' 

‘‘Tiie Jivcrcign of China is htruever con/idereof 
ohc'jcdy and refpc^led as - the father of his ff 
In' our turn wc (lull fay, fo much 
worfe. ' Thisi is* indeed a certain^ proof- of me 
humble fubinifiion of the children j but nor o* 
tile goodnefs of the father. The belt expedient 
to precipitate a nation into the mofl; abjcil 
of flavery, from which it never can recover, is to 
confccratc the title of defpot, by adding that o 
father to it. Such monders arc rarely to be me 
with any where, as children who dare lift up their 
hands' againft their parents ; but m defiance of th® 
authority of the laws, which has fet limits to 
ternal authority, wc find, unfortunately, that pa* 
rents who treat their children ill, are a fpccics o 
tnonftcrs too commonly met with every 
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B o o K Frenchman , or that Chun has nc\cr been, is 
not at prefent, and never will be hereafter go* 
>crned byany but the moft accomplilhcd Mo* 
narchs . What abfurditics arc we not made to 
adopt by our blind \cncration for antiquity and 
tor dillant regions* Mercy, firmnefs, application, 
Knowledge, the Io\c of the people and juftice, arc 
qualities which nature only bellows, even fepa- 
ratcly, upon a few diftmguifhcd mortals; and 
uiere is not any one m whom they are not un*j 
Jortun«cly more or Icfs weakened by the danger- 
ous pofleflion of the fupreme power. It has there* 
tore been refened to China alone, to cfcapc this 
curfc which has begun with all fociciics, and will 
lall as long as they do. 

r. ^ irtbuna! conjlanilj 

fubjifimg by the ftdc of the throne, ’which keeps an 
and fevere account of the emperor* s a£Ims.-^ 
Does not the fame kind of tribunal cxift m all 
couritricsf Arc monarchs unacquainted with it? 
or, do they fearer refpea it > The dircrcncc be* 
tween our tribunal and that of China, is, tliat 
our s, being compofed of the whole body of the 
nation, cannot be corrupted , while that of the 

»*«tiiber of learned 
♦>!,. u lingiilarly fortunate country, where 

1 onan is neither pufiHanimous, nor fervile,. 
nor open to fcduaion, and where the prince,; 
who has the power to order the hand or head of^ 
h s hiftonari to be cut off, turns pale with fear, 

^ foon as the writer takes up his pen I Uierc 
have never been any except good kings, w ho have 

of their cotempora* 
Ties, and of the cenfure of pofterity. , 

cfC/wa are vir- 

tuouj, jvjl refolute, and enhgbtered—SNhzX, all of 
them without exception? We may however rev 

fonably 



" IN TUC HAST AND WEST INDIHS, 


i6j 


fonably prcfumc, ihat the Imperial palace of China B O o K. 
docs not dillcr from the palace of the fn\crcign , 
in all oilier countries. It Is one Hnglc dwelling 
in the inidll of the numbcrlcfs habitations of the 


fubje^ ; th.it is to fay, that when genius or vir- 
tue happen to tall once from heaven dircflly upon 
the houfe of the ruler, they mull ncccflarily fall 
one hundred thoufand times upon the fide of it. 
Hut perhaps this law of nature docs not ho^d in 
China as it docs in Europe, where we Ihould 
cllccm ourfdves too fortunate, if, after a good . 
king fiiall have ten bad fuccclfors, there lliould 
arifeonc to rcfcmblc him. 


But the /cxcrci^ti autberUy in Chinn is limited.-^ 
Where is ^it not ? Or, in what manner, am! by 
whom is it limited in China? If the barrier that^ 
protcfls the people be not thick fet with lances, 
Iwords and bayonets turned againft the bread, or 
againft the facred head of the paternal and defpoiic 
emperor, we Ihould be apprehenfive, though per- 
haps without reafon, iliat this barrier in China, 
would be nothing more than a large cobweb upon ^ 
which the image of JuHicc and Liberty may have 
been painted, wliilc, through it's tmnfparcncy,, 
the quick-fighted man may readily difeern tile 
hideous form of the defpot. Have there been a 
great number of tyrants depofed, imprifoned, fen- 
tenced, and put to death there? Docs the public 
fcaftbld continually dream with the blood of the 
fovereigns? Why have not ihcfc events taken 
place i 

Why? Becatije the Cbhicfe government, hy a /e» 
Tits rtv&Jirfiww, has'hcen hreught bad’ io that 
Jlatc, from which all ether nations have receded, the 
patriarchal go-yrr/;/;.T«r.~-Lcl us obferve, under, 
favour of our antagonifts, that the patriarchal gor, 
'> vernment of an imraenfe region, of a family con- 
M a filling 
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200 li filling of two hundred millions of individuals* 
appears to be an idea altnoil as vllionary,' as that 
pi a republic extending over one half^of the known 
,vvorld.< The republican form of governnient iim 
plies q country, the limits of which arc fufficiently 
confined to admit of. a fpcedy and eafy comniuni- 
- pation oT the wifiics of the people ; as the patrit 
archal form of government fuppofes a fmall wan- 
dering nation living under tents. The notion of 
a patriarchal government exiting ^ in China is- a 
.kind of fpeculative JIlufion, that would raife a 
fmile^in the emperor and his mandarines. 

^ 4. As the mandarines are not attached to anf 
i ich or pQiucrful families^ the, empire is free front 
commotions. — Singularv affertions j that the tran- 
quillity of the empire is fecured by the very cir- 
pumfiance which feems mofl likcly'to difturb it! 
Unlefs we fuppofc that.Richclie^i bad"inidakcrt 
m his fyfiem of politics, when he made it a rule* 
that great places were not to be given to men of 
low cxirailion or fortune, \Yho arc adfuated by 
no other motive than their duty.' ' ^ 

. It is a fact that thefe Jiaiefmsn never excite tiny 
fommoiions.—Pcshsps u may be cquallya faft, that 
they have no poor relations to take care of, no 
* favours, no favourites or 

miltrcITcs to enrieb j and that they are equally 
lupcrior to feduaion as to error. But a circum- 
j jtance which IS incomeftibic, is, that thefe magif- 
trates or chiefs of the law, carry about with them, 
without a fenfe of lhamc, the marks of their dc^ 
gradaiiop and ignominy. What an opinion can 
>vc t^ve of a tnagiflratc wlio bears the banner oc 
cmign ot his own difgracc, without being hum- 
bled by u . What can \vc think of a people, wliofc 
reverenpe for fucb a magiftrate is not dimiiiilht 

5. Ai ri.R 
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’ 5. After ibc fovcrdgn and the mandarin# the BOOK 
learned man prefents himfelf to our cxamuUtion. , J’ 
This learned man is a perfon educated in a doc- 


trine which infpires humanity j and who teaches 
it to others. A man who preaches the love of 
order, benevolence, and refpea for the laws ; and 
who diffufes thefe fentiments among the people, 
and points out their utility to them.— -And have 
we not in our fchools and our pulpits, amongllour 
clergy, our magiftrates and philorophcrs, men 
who may be reckoned not inferior to thefe literati 
cither in knowledge or in found morals j who ex- 
creife the fame funftious, both in their difeourfes 


and in their writings, in the- capital, in the great 
cities, in the fmaller towns, in the villages and 
in the hamlets ? If the wlfdom of a nation were to 


be computed by the number of it^s teachers, no 
people would be fuperior to us in that quality. 

We have thus gone through, the higher ranki 
of the empire j lee us now defeend to perfons of 
infenor ftacions, and take a curfory 'view of the 
popular manners. . , * 1 

- 6 . What do we find in fomeworksof, morality 
trauflated from the Chinefe? We find a fet of in- 
famous perfons cxcrcifing the funflions of the 
police ; the innocent man condemned, beaten, 
whipped, and thrown intoprifonj the guilty par- 
doned upon payment of a pecuniary fine, or pu- 
nifhed, it the oifended perfon happens to be the 
moll powerful: in a word, all oor public and 
domeftic vices in a more hideous and difgufling 
point of view. 

7. But we cannot acquire more juft ideas of 
the papulae ovauruiYs, thaw frowv the f^fteav of edu- 
cation, In what mode is the Hate ot infancy ma- 
naged in China ? A child is obliged to . remaiU 
fitting for hours together, without the leall mo- 
, tion. 
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B o o Ktion, in pcrfe£t filcncc, it’s arms folded over it’s 
t Jind in the attitude of the moft profound 

thought and meditation. Wharcffecl can be cx- 
peifed from an habitual praflice ifb contrary to 
nature ? A man of common fenfc would anfwcr ; 
iaciturnity, cunning, falfehood, hypocrify, and 
all the tram of vices that are- peculiar to the cool, 
deliberate villain. He would think, that in China, 
that amiable franknefs which delights us fa much 
in children j that artlefs ingenuoufnefs which dif- 
appears as . they advance in age, and which en- 
gages univerfal confidence in thofc few, perfons 
who are fo fortunate as to preferve it ; that all 
thclc charming qualities, in a word, were fiiflcd 
there m the cradle. 


’ 8. IfiE code of.Chmefeipohlcnefs U very long,’-' 
A man of common fcnfcwould infer from ihii, 
that politcncfs in China is not the fimpic and na- 
tural expreffion of .attentive complaifance and 
general good-will j but merely a formal etiquette; 
and he would confidcr the cordial appearance of 
thofc dirty carmen, who kneel to each other, who 
embrace, who addrefs each other in the moft 
tual terms, and who lend each other a mu- 

jimontr ^ mummery praflifcii 

among a ceremonious people. - / i 

to taU com- 

XncL ’Il ^ agamft thefe tr.fl.ng 

of "■■'>“''“'5 =gii'n(l crimes 

whether . ^S”'*udc ; and he would doubt much 

der thc^ Ih^ M S^nius brought into action, un- 
maliSs H “ «^=n.onics, and for- 

voted to re "““S‘n=. that a people dc- 

voted to ceremony^, muft rnetitably he introw. 

minded; 
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minded j and without ever having lived at Pekin book 

or at Nankin, he would venture to affert, that , 

there is no country in the world, in which there 
is lefs regard for virtue, or more attention to the * 
appearances of it. ♦ 

10. All perfons who ha\c traded with the 
Chinefe are unanimous in declaring, that the ut- 
inoft precautions are neceflary to prevent being 
duped by them. They arc not even afliamed of 
their diflionefty. 

A CERTAIN European, in his firft voyage to 
this empire, bought fame incrchandife of a ChU 
nefc, who cheated him both in the quality and the 
price. The goods had been carried - on Doard of 
(hip, and the bargain was completed. The Euro- 
pean flattered himfelf, that he might polEblymovc 
the Chinefe by moderate reprefentations, and faid 
to him, * Chiufe^ tbouhaji fcUl lue bad goods.*’^ 

* That may he^ replied the Chinefe, ‘ but y:u vmjl 

* payd — ‘ hajl broken the laiLS cj jujitcc^ and 

* abujed my eonjidcnced — ‘ ^bai may be^ but you 

* mti/i payd^-^* But thou art then no better than a 

* rogue, or a thtef ,* — * That nay be, but you, mujh 

* pay .* — ‘ Wbat epUaon then muji 1 carry back to fiiy^ 

* country, ^tbefe Chinefe, fo celebrated forwifiom ? 

‘ / Jhall fay, that you. are a fet cf rtf cals . — ‘ That 
*■ may he, but you mitji pay* The European hav- 
ing added to thefe reproaches every injurious 
epithet fuggefted to him by his rage, without be- 
ing able to get any thing more than thefe cool 
words, pronounced with deliberation ; * ^hai nMj 
‘ be, but you muJi pay—',* at length pulled out his 
purfe. And laid down the money. The Chineic 
thew taking it wp, fai^i to htmt ' Europeaw, iw- 
‘ (lead of ftorming againft me in the manner you 

* have juft been doing, would k not hare been 

* better for }ou to hold jour tongue, and to do 
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B 0^0 K ‘ at firll what yqu hayc been oblfged to come to at 
For, after all, what have you got by it?" ** 
^ Thc Chinefe, therefore, have not even that re* 
maining^-fcnfe of lhamc common to all profefled 
rogues, who ftili will not fubmit to be- told tliat 
they are fo. 'I hey are ’confcqucntly arrived at 
the laft Uage of depravity. Neither are we to 
imagine, that tbe'inftance here quoted is a^'fin-. 
gular one : tliefe phlegmatic manners are the na- 
mal cfFeft of that referve which is infpired by the 
C-hinefc mode of education." 

Neither is it to be urged^ that the Chinefe 
nbferve the rules of good faith among themfeives, 
while they - think .themfeives free from tills obli- 
gation m their mtcrcourfe wltli flrangcrs. Tliis 
certainly is not, bccaufe it cannot be. A man 
cannot be alternately honell and dilhoneft. Tlie 
man who lias made it a praaicc. to cheat foreign- 
ers, IS too often expofed to. tile temptation of 
t^o'rel'ift\''’ “> “'>le conftantly. 

ilmt, according to 
hefe rcprefcmalions, China is a barbarous conn-' 
»y. I aiifiver, it is flillworfe. The lialf civilized 
m civ^f„n ■: with prctcnfioiis 

rui-t a ron I'l’ ' “ pcoplc Completely cor- 

an I "i ‘i"°u >han that of 

circ'ilXnet nor“ca"„";Tc=- 
“hm^t °cd''’‘K " 

rance of tlifO-f,. ‘i depravity and igno- 

\anitv lift f}^ ™Jiy add tlicir ridiculous 

IS’vr ?.?, s'? »'■“ '^7 rtea vrrr. 

w4.,/a W i,,r MC, Wrfor ,i, .Jm 
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u bhnd^ This prejudice, their exceflive popula-B O O K 
non, the indifference thei have for their fovercigns, . ^ 

which IS probably the confcquence of it, the ob- 
flinarc attachment they have to their cuftoms, the 
prohibition eflablifiicd by their laws of ffomg out 
of their country-, all thefe circumffanccs mull ne- 
ccffanly fix the Chinefe m tbcir prefent ftate, 
during ail indefinite courfe of ages. I he man 
who thinks all knowledge centered m bimfclf, oc 
who dcfpifcs what he is ignorant of, will never 
Icam any thing. How is it polfible to teach wif. 
dom to him, who fuppofes himfelf the only wife 
man? or, to improve him, who cftceins himfclt 
arrived atpcrfeftion? Wcwillvcnturc to foretell, 
that the Hate of the Chmefe wiU never be melio- 
rated, either by war, pcllilcncc, famine, or even 
by lyrann), the troll infupponablc of all ibefir 
calamities, and for this very reafon more proper 
than all the others combined, to regenerate a 
nation bj the violence of it*!» opprcflion. > 

12. We knovrnoi whether the other nations 
of the umvcrfc have bccn-of inudi advantage to 
the Chmefe , but of what fcivict have they been 
10 the red of the canh ? It Hiould feem that their 
cncomiarts have affefted to beftovv upon them a 
degree of coloffal magn.ludc, while the) have re- 
duced us to the low (laturc of pigmies- We, on 
the contrar), have been attentive to fhew tlicni 
a» the) arc, and till they can bnng us from Pe- 
kin works of philofophy fupcrior to thofc of Def- 
carlc* and Locke, mathematical trcatifcs tine 
ina) be compared to thofc of Newton, Lcibmtr, 
and ihcir followers , pieces of poetry, eloquence, 
hicrature, and erudition not unworthy the atten- 
tion of our great writers, and the depth, graces, 
lallc and refmemen: of wlucli they lhall be forced 
to acknowledge, uil they can produce from thence 
• difcourfes 
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BOOK dilcourfes upon morality, politics, legifialion, 

1 finances or commerce, which may contain only 

one fingle line of novelty to our men of genius ; 
till they can exhibit vafes, llatues, pifturcs, mu- 
fical inftruraenrs,* or plans of architeSure fit for 
our artills to confidcr ; or philofophical infiru- 
inents and machines tin which the inferiority of 
our^s fliall be vciy palpable : till thefc things, I 
fay, can be brought to us from China, we fliall 
retort upon the Chmefe his own faying, and we 
ihall tell him, that he perhaps has but one eye, 
and that we have two : we Ihall carefully avoid 
infulting other nations which we may have left 
behind us in the career of fcience, and which arc 
defiined, perhaps, to get beyond us in fomc 
future time. "Who is that Confucius of whom 
■we hear fo much talk, when compared to Sidney 
or Montefquicu ? I . . 

15. Thu Chmefe naiUn it the niof laborious of 
any that is known. We have no doubt of it } it 
is nccclfary they (hould labour,, and that their la- 
bour Ihould be renewed. Are they not condemn- 
ed to this from the difproportion between the pro- 
duce oi their foil, and the number of their inha- 
bitants . We may, however, conclude from hence, 
that this population fo much boalled of has il*s 
limits, beyond which it becomes a calamity, 
which deprives man of his natural reft, leads 
him on to dcfpcraic aClions, and deftroys in his 
mind the principles of honour, delicacy and mo- 
rahty, and even the fentiment of humanity. 

, perfift, after all that has 

been faid, m calling the Chinefe nation, a people 
cf fa^es . A people of fages, among whom cliil- 
dren me expofed and put to death!. where the- 
molt infamous of all debaucheries is common ! 
where man is mutilated ! where the government. 

knou$ * 
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knows not how to prevent or punifli the crimes b o o K 
occafioned by a dearth I where the merchant ^ 
cheats both the foreigner and the citizen ! where 
thcknowlcdgccf the language is the ultimate point 
of fdcnce t where, for a fuccefOon of ages, a clia- 
rafter and mode of writing has been adhered, to, 
which is fcarcely fufficient for the common trauf- 
aGions of life! where thclnfpedors of the man- 
ners arc men deftitute of honour'and probity! 
where juflice is beyond comparifon more corrupt 
than it is among the moll degenerate people! 
where the works of the Icgillator, to whom all 
perfons pay homage, w ou\d not deferve a reading, 
if the ignorance of the period in which lie lived 
were not an apology for his writings ! where, from 
the emperor to the meaneft of his fubjcc'ls, we 
fee nothing more than a continued fcrici of rapa- 
cious beings devouring each other! in a word, 
where the m^c^cIgn only fuffers fomc of his im- 
mediate dependants to enrich ihemfches, in ordec 
that he. may acquire at once the fpoils of the ex- 
tortioner, and the title of avenger of his people. 

1 5. Is it be true, as we do not doubt it, that 
in China, every thing which will not admit of a 
di>irion, fuch ai the fea, the rivers, the canals, 
navigation, filhing, and bunting, belongs lu 
common to all j it muft be acknowledged that this 
IS a very rcafonable order of things. But is it 
poflible that fo numerous a people could patiently 
have abandoned their harveft for the nounfliiacnt 
of animals J And if perfons of high rank had 
arrogated, to thcrafeh es the cxclulxve enjovmcnC 
ofihe woods and waters, would net fuch, aa in- 
croachment have been followed by a fpeedy and 
juft revenge? Let us endeavour not to confound 
the hwa of ncccffiiy with the mllitutions of vvif- 
dom. I 
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* 7 * 

OOK i6. Have not the Chincfc a fu of monks more 
^ intriguing, more dilTolute, more idle, and in 
' greater number tbait ours^ Monks’ leeches' ma 
countr) where the molt continued labour fcarce 
furniflies the means of fobfiftence' But., the go- 
wrnment dejpifes ibenu Say rather, that it ftands m 
awe of them, and that they are revered by the 
people. 

17. It might perhaps be an ad\antageous cir- 
cumftaiice, if mall the countries, as we arc aflured 
it IS m China, the admimllration were attached 
to no doftrine, to no feel, nor to any particular 
mode of religious worlhip. Ihu, toleration, how- 
ever, extends no farther than to the religious 
fyflcms anciently fettled m the empire. ChriRi- 
anity has been profcribed there, cither bccaufe the 
myuenous foundation of its doftrmc has dif- 
gulled men of weak undcrilandmgs, or, bccaufe 
the intrigues of thofc who propagated it, ha\c 
excited the alarms of afufpicious government. 

18. Is China, the merit of the fon confers the 
rank of nobility on his father, with whom this 
pTcrogatiYc ends. This is ^n inftituiion which 
wc cannot but applaud , although it muR be ac- 
knowledged that the fyllem of hereditary nobility 
has Its advantages. 'Where fliall wc find the dc- 
feendant ot an tUuRrious family fo abjeft, as not 
to feel the obligations impofed upon him by a 
reff enable name, or not to exert hiS effbru to 
make his conduA anfwcrablc^o it ^ If wc de- 
grade the nobleman who has made himfelf un- 
worth) of lus anccRors, welhall be as wife upon 
tpis point as the Chinefe. 

19 1 HERE IS nothing wc arc fo defirous of as 
to commend. Accordingly, wc confefs there is 
a great deal of prudence in the mode which the 
Clmicfc ufe of punifinng a neglect in paying the 
. taxes. 
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taxes. Inftead of fixing in thehoufe of the dcb-B o.o K, 
tor a fet of fateUltes who feize upon his bed, his . 
utenfils, his furniture, his cattle, or his perfon j 
inflcad of dragging him into prifon, or Iea\ing 
him extended without bread upon ftraw in his coc- 
tagej after it has been ftript of every thing; it is 
pertainly better to fentence him to feed the poor. 

J3ut the man uho fiiould infer the wifdom of 
China from this excellent cufiom alone, would be 
as inaccurate a logician as he, who, from our 
cufloms upon the lame occafion, Hiould conclude 
that wc were a barbarous people. The cenfure 
which the Chinefe deferve, is foftened as" much 
4S poflible ; and (bat country Is exalted in order 
to depreciate ours. Wc are not dlrcSly told, 
that VC are mad ; but it is declared, without hc- 
fitaiipn, that u is at China that wifdom dwells; 
and immediately afterwards it is faid, that ac- 
cording to the lad calculation,. China contained, 
about fixty millions of men capable of bearing 
arms. Extravagant panegyrifts of China, do )e 
vndcrftand yourfclvcs ? Have you an cxa£l con- 
ception of fucU a number as two hundred millions 
of individuals heaped one upon the other? Be- 
lieve me, YOU mulk cither fubfiraCl one-half, or 
three-fourths of this enormous population ; or, if 
you perfift in giving credit to it, acknowledge, 

Irom the good fenfc you pofiefs, and from the 
Tcfult of the experience that |s fubmiitcd to your 
infpeflion, that there is not,, and that there can- 
not be, cither policy, or manners in China. 

10. "The Chinefe extends hi benevolence to the fue- 
<cedtng 5t us t® ticjjrrjcnt gcncrauan. TUvs is 
imponibic. Children, fond of the marvelous, 
jiow long will jc he amitfcd with fuch fiorics.? 

Every nation which is conftantly obliged to drive 
againd want, cannot extend \z*s thoughts beyond 
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BOOKtlic prcfcnt* moment, and were it not for tlie 
^ honours publicly paid to anceflors, ceremonies 
’^'’"^whicli muft excite and keep up in the minds of 
men a faint idea of fomcthing beyond the gnvc, 
we ought to admit it as a demonftration, that it 
therdbe any part of the world where the fenfe of 
immortality, and the refpeft for poftenty, are ex- 
preffionsdeftitute of meaning, it mufVbein China. 
We do not perceive that wc carry e\c^ thing to 
the extreme, and that the only rcfult or fuch ex- 
travagant opinions IS palpable contradiftson , that 
an cxccffivc population is inconfiRcnt with good 
morals , and that we decorate a depraved mul- 
titude with the virtues which belong only to a few 
dirtmguiflicd perfons. 

The fevcral arguments of the partifans and of 
the calumniators of China are now fubmiltcd to 
the judgment of our readers, to whom it is left 
to decide: for why ihould we be fo prcfmnptuous 
as to attempt to direft their judgment^ If we 
might be allowed to hazard an opinion, wc fliould 
fay, that although thefc two fylleins be fupporied 
by refpeftable tcftinionies, yet thefe authorities 
do not bear the marks of that great charaflcr that 
requires an implicit faith Perhaps, in order to 
decide this matter, wc inuft wait till fome im- 
partial and judicious men, and who arc well \erfed 
m the Cbmefc writing and language, fliall be 
permuted to make long refidence at the court 
of Pekin, to go through all the provinces, to live 
in the country villages, and to converfc freely 
with the Chmefe of ^1 ranks. 

\Vh vtever may have been the Rate of China 
when the Portuguefe landed there, as they had no 
other objeft in view than to draw riches from 
thence, and to propagate their religion, had they 
found the bell kind of government cflabllfhed 

ill 
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in this country, they viould not have profited by B O o K 
it. Thomas Perez, their ambaflhdor, found the 
court of Pekm difpofcd to favour his nation, ' 

the fame of which had fprcad itfelf throughout-. 

Afia. It had already attracted the cftecm of the 
Chincfe, which the conduO of Ferdinand Andra- 
da, who commanded the Portuguefe fquadron, 
tended ftiU further to incrcafe. He vifited all 
the coafts of China, and traded with the natives. 


When he was on the point of departure, he iflued 
a proclamation in the ports he had put into, that 
if any one had been injured by a Portuguefe, and 
would make it known, he ftiould receive faiisfac- 


tion. The ports of China were now upon the 
point of being opened to them : Tliomas Perez 
was juft about concluding a treaty, when Simon 
Andrada, brother tfi Ferdinand, appeared on the 
coafts with a frefli fquadron. This commander 
treated the Chmefe m the fame manner aj. tlic 


Portuguefe had, for feme time, treated all the 
people of Afia." He built a fort without per- 
miffion, in the ifland of laman, from whence lie 
took opportunities of pillaging, and extorting 
money from all the ftiips bound from or to the 
ports of China. He carried oft young girls from 
the coaft; he feizcd upon the Chincfe, and made 
flaves of them j be ga\e hiinfclf up to the moft 
licentious adls of piracy, and the moft fiiamctul 
difiblutenefs. The fiuiors and foKlicrs under his 


command, followed his example. The Chinefe, 
enraged at thefe outrages fitted out a large llect : 
the Portuguefe defended themfelves courageoufly, 
and crc.iped by making their way through the 
enemy’s ticct. The pmperor laiprifuncd Thomas 
Perez, who died in confinement, and the Portu- 


guefe nation was baniflicd from China for foinc 
)cars» After this, the Chmefe relaxed, and gave 
pcriiiilhon 
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book pcrnHfion to ihc l?orlugucrc lo trade at the port 
* ofSancian, to which phcc they brought goM 
' — * from Africa, fpiccs from ilic Molucca ifiands, and 
fromCc)lcn elephants teeth, and fomc prcciou. 
jioncs. In return they looL filks of every kind, 
china, gum>, medicinal herbs, and tea, which is 
fmcc bccdinc fo nccclfary a commodity to the 
nortlicrn n \itons of 1 uropc. 

I HE Poriugucfc contented tlicmfthcs with the 
huts and faclorics they had at Sancian, and the h« 
bcriy granted to their trade by the Chinefe go- 
vernment, till an opportunity offered of cllabitlh- 
ing thcmh-lvcs upon a footing more folid, and 
lets dependent upon the mandarins, who had tber 
command ot the coafl. 

A nnvTJ, named fehang fi lao, whofe foe- 
cclfcs had made him powerful, had Icued upon the 
jfland of Mitao, from whence he blocked tip the 
ports of China, and even proceeded fo far as to lay 
nege to Canton. The neighbouring mandinos 
Ind rccourfc to the Poriugucfc, who had Ihips 
the harbour of Svnciaii , they hallened to the relief 
of Canton, raifcd the fiege, and obtained i cotn' 
plcic viflory over the piraic, whom they purfur^ 
as far as Macao, whcic he flew Inmfclf. 

Ihe emperor of China, informed of the fcrvicc 
thePortuguefe had rendered him on this occahon, 
bcllovved Macao on them, as a mark of hts gra* 
mudt 'Ihcy received this grant with joy, and 
bntU a town which became \try flounllung, 'lod 
was adyantageouny fituated for the trade they foon 
after entered into with Japan 
Arrvalof In the year 154^1 it happened thvt a Poriu- 
Snefc vcffcl was lortunaicly driven by n norm on 
lapan thc coafts of ibcfc Celebrated illandb. liit? crew 
Rdgor were hofpnably received, md obtained of the m- 
h aimer Wanted tp rcfrcHi, and refit 

them 
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thern for the fea. When they arivcd at Goa, BOOK 
they reported what they had feen, and informed , 
the viceroy, that a new country, no Icfe rich than and go- 
populous, prefented itfelf to the zeal of the mif- venunent 
lionanes, and the mduftry of the- merchants 
Both miffionaries and merchants embarked with- 
out delay for Japan 

Thev found a great empire, which is,, perhaps, 
the- mod ancient of -any m the world, e-veept that 
of China, it’s annals are not without a great mi's- 
turc of fable, but it appears beyond a doubt, that 
in the )ear 660, Sm-cha founded the monarch), 
which has ever fincebeen continued in the fame 
family. Thefe lovercigns called Dairos, were 
at the fame time the kings and pontiffs of the 
nation, and by virtue of thefe united powers got 
the whole extent of the fuprenic authority into 
their hands. The perfon of the Datros' was fa^ 
cred, they wereconfidcred as thedefeendents and 
rcprclcnutwcs of the gods Ibc kaft^ difobe- 
dicncc to the mod tnflingof ihcirlaws, was looked 
upon as a crime fcarccly to be expiated by the fc- 
'vereft punifliment , nor was this confined to the 
offender alone, bis whole family was mvohcd m 
the confcqucnccs of hi$ crime 

Auou T the eleventh century thefe pnnecs, who, 
no doubt, were more jealous of the pleafing pre- 
rogatives of pricfthood, than of the troublcfoms 
rights of ro)aIiy, divided the flatc into fcveral 
govcrnaicnls, and intruded the adminiftranon of 
them to fuch of the nobility as were diflingutlhed 
for their knowledge and wifdom 

Thus the ultunated power of the Dairos fuf- 
fered a confidcrahlc change The affair* of the 
empire were left to Quduatc at all adrcntorcs. 

The rclllen> and quick Cighied ambition of their 
vtcerovs took advantage of this inattcrtiot to 
I VoL 1 ’ N brmg 
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' B Q Q Kbrlng, about a variety; of ^/evolutions. By dc-r 
gVees.thqy began to depart , from the allcgiancci 
they had fworn to, preferve. , They made, war* 
- ^ upon ,each ojhcv, and qvep upon their fovereign. 
An abfolutc independence was the confcquence 
“ thefe commotions : fu^h was the* ftatc of i Japan, 
when it was difeovered by the Portugucfc. 

The great iilands of which this empire is com- 
pofed, being '(ituated jin a tempeftuous clunatci 
furrounded by ftorms, agitated by volcanos, and, 
fubjeft to thofe great natural events which imprefs; 
terror on the human mind, were inhabited by a, 
people entirely addicted to.fupcrllition, but di- 
vided into fevcrali feds. iThat ofXinto is thej 
ancient cftabhlhed religion of the country: it ac-^ 
knowledges a Supreme Being, and the immortaliiy* 
of the foul } and pays adoration to a multitude of, 
gods, faints, or caims, that is to fay, the fouls, 
of great men, who bayc been the fupport and or- 
nament of I their country. It. is by the authority 
of this religion, that the Dairo, high.prieft of the 
gods ffom whom be claimed his defeent, bad long 
reigned over bis fubjeds with that dcfpotic fway* . 
wjih which fuperdition governs the mind. Beinff 
both emperor and high-pricfl:,vhc had rendered 
religion, in fomc refpeds, ,ufeful to his people* 
which is not abrolutcly impofliblc in countries 
where the faccrdotal and civil power arc united in 
the fame perfon. . ^ - i 

It docs not appear that the fed of Xinto baa 
had the madnefs, which of all others is the molt 
dangerous to morality, to fix a criminal ftigma 
on adions innocent m thcmfclvcs. Far from 
encouraging that gloomy fanaiicifm and’dread of 
the gods, which is infpircd by alraoft all other, 
religions, the Xinto fed had applied iifclfjto prc-. 
vent, or at Icalt to moderate this difordcr of the 
imagination. 
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\mag\nauon, by mftUullng fcftivaU, which were Q O 
celebrated three times in every month. They ^ 
were dedicated to friendly vifus, fcafts, and re- - 
joicings. The pricih of JCinto taught, that the ^ 
innocent plcafurcs of mankind are agreeable to 
the deity,, and that the beft method of paying 
devotion to the cainis is to imitate their virtues, 
and, to enjoy in this world that happinefs they ex- 
perience in another. In confequenc of this 
tenet, the Japanefe, after hating put upjthcir 
prayers in the temples, which arc always fituateil 
in the inidfl; of groves, reforted to courtezans, 
who commonly inhabited places confccratcd ,to 
love and devotion, and coinpofed a religious 
community, under the dirc^ion of an order of 
monks, who received a lharc of the profits arifmg 
from this pious compliance with the diflatcs of 
paturel ^ • * , * ' ^ ‘ 

The Budzoifis are another feft m Japan, of 
which Budzo was the founder. -Their doftrinc 
was nearly the fame with that, of the feft of Xinto 
over which they' hoped to gain a fuperiority by 
the fevcriiy^of their morals. Befide thc’dciiy of 
the Xintoills, the Budzoifts worflnppcd an ‘Amida 
a kind of mediator b'etneen Cod and mankind ; 
as well as other mediatorial divinities between 
men and Amida. Tlic profcflbrs of this religion 
flattered thcmfelves, that they fliould prevail over 
the religion of Xinto by the multitude of their 
precepts,' the cxccfs'of their auflent), their de- 
votions and mortifications. 

Th^e fpnlt of Budzoifm is dreadful. It breathes 
nothing But penitence, cxccffivc fear, and cruel 
reverity. Of all fanaticlfim it is the mofl terrible^ 
Tb^^^monlxs of this left oblige their difciplcs to 
p'afs one half oF their lives in pcnaiice,* to expiate 
imaginary fins ; and upon them the greateft 
' Na parr 



tSa HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TR'aDE 

B o O ^ part of tb^it pcnancc thcmfcivcs,' witli^ a tyranny 

,1 and cruelty, of wliich one may conceive an idea 

from the inquifitors in Spain j 'with this differ- 
ence, that liic Japanefe fathers arc'thcmfclves 
the executioners of thefe voluntary viflims to fu- 
pcrftition j >vhcrcas the inquifnors arc only the 
judges bf'tliofc fins and puniflimcnts, which they 
nave ihemfelVcs devifed and invented. The Bu^ 
2oift priefts keep the minds of their followers in 
a contmdal Aatc of torture, between remorfe and 
expiations. Their religion is fo overloaded with 
precepts,' that’ it i& not pofliblc to obferve them. 
They reprefent their gpds as always offended, 
and thirfting for vengeance. ' ' 

It may be readily imagined, what effcfls fo 
horrible a ruperftition muA have on the charaScr 
of the people,' and to what degree of- ferocity it 
liatli brought them. The lights of a found mo* 
raUiy, • a hide philofpphy, "and a prudent fyfiem 
of eiiucation might have remedied thefe laws, this 
govccaincut, and this ’ religion”; which confpim 
to make mankind'niore favage’in focictywith h»s 
own fpccics, than if he” lived in the woods, and 
had no companions but the raonfters that; roam 
about the’deferts. • • ' ' 

' In China, they put into the hands of children 
books of inftruftion, which contain a detail ,of 
their duties, and teach them the advantages of 
virtue. . The Japanefe children are made* to gm 
by heart poems in which ^ the aftions of' their 
forefathers arc celebrated : a contempt of hfe is 
inculcated, and filicide islet upas the moft heroic 
of all afdons. ' Thefe fongs and poems, which 
arc faid to be full of energy 'and beauty, beget 
enthufiafin. ' The Chinefe education lends to re- 
gulate the foul, and keep it in ’order'; the Ja- 
panefe, to inQame and excite it to hcroifm* 

' i ’ . Thefe 
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Thcfc are guided through Jife by feptiment ; tjic BOOK 
Chinefe by reafon and cuftom. .... !. . ‘ ^ 

Thr Chinefe aim. ohly.iit, truth in tHeir writings', ' 
and placc'their happinqfs in a ftaic of tranquillity. 

The Japanclc,arc eager in the.purfuit of pleafure, 
and would fatiicr. fufrcr,\than be without feeling. 

In fi wordi the Chinefe 'feem to wilh to counter- 
ad tbe.violcncc arid impciuofity of the foul j the 
•Japanefc 't6“kccp it from fmking into a.ilatc of 
languor and ihadiviiy. ; . ^ ]!. ; , ' .. 

It is^riatufai toimaginc that people of.tnischa^ 
rafter niuft, be fond p* novelty. THcPoriuguerc 
were accordingly received w)ih all ppfiible.'dcmon- - 
ftrations of joy. All the pons' were bpeiito thc”ra. ' 

All the petty princ^ of tj^c country jnvUed them 
ti^^ their. .provinces f'eacli coritcritling.w|io flioufd 
giVc ‘them^ the .moft.'^valuable adVaiuagcs,, granj 
ihcnVthe' indd-nrivilcgesj^ and ,llic\v them, the 
gfcated'civilitres.-Thefc* merchant's cflabliflied a 
prodigious trade. The Portuguefe carried tbUher 
the commodities' of. India -which, they . brought 
from diflcrcrit'. markets? and Macao feryed as a 

• fepofitory for : their European-igoods. vlmmenfe 

• quarititics of the ptoHuftions of-.Europc'and Afia 

were conlumcd by the Dairo, the ufurpers of.liis 
rights; the noHlcsi 'and .the whole iiatiopi • 'But 
what had.th'ey to give in. return ? , m - ^ , 

The country of Japan, is in general , mountain- 
ous, 'ftbnyVand by no means' fertile. It*s produce 
in rice,' barley, arid wheat,"' which arc the” only 
crops it admits' of, is not fufficient for tJjc main- 
tenance' of .It’s riuriieroHS inhabitants j . who, Tnot- 
whftaniffng yheir a<Sivity,jfbrciTgrit, .'aud^ iru^- 
lity, rnulV periHi wjth. famine,, if the. fex did not 
fupplyjhem Vul^ great quaiitiucs '.of ‘fifii. The 
empire atrofds'no pfoduftions proper for export- 
ation ; nor do the mechanic arts fu.rniOiany arti- 
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3 o o K cle of trade except works in (led, whicH arc the 
, bell Ave are acquainted with. • * . r.’ 

Were it riot for the adyantagcs'it derives from. 
it*s mines of gold, ‘fihcr, and copper, which'arc 
the richeft' in Afia, and perhaps ‘in tlje whole 
world,' ^apan could not fupport it's own expcnccs,’ 
The Portuguefe every year carried' off q^uantilies 
pf thcfc’rnctals, to tjic'amount of fourteen or fif* 
teen' milliorii of livrcs*." They married alfo the 
ric^cfl of the Japanefc heirefi'es, and allied ihchi- 
fplvcs to the m6(l powerful families! ’* ” 

^e'portu- advantages; the avarice, 'as' well a? 

suefed&- 'ambition of the ftnuguefe might have bccti 
' minions fatisficdl Thcv tvcrc maflcjsof the coaft'of Gul- 
India, nca, 'Arabia, lyrfia; and ’the'two periinfulas'of 
Indiai" They 'were' pofiefled of the 'Moluccas, 
Ceylon, andtheillpsofSunda; while their fcttlc- 
ment Jit Mjicab infured thejn the commerce of 
China'apd Japanl ' 

'THRpuoHpgj this irrimenfc traft,' the will of 
the PqrtugucrcAvas'ihc fupreme law. Earth; anrj 
fca acknpwlcdgcd their fovereignty.* VTheir' au* 
thority was* fo abfolutc,‘'ihat things pncl' perfoiis 
upon them*, ‘'"'arid mov'ed'entirely 
bythcir dircaipns.i-N'o pEtjbri or. privatc’pcrfon 

dared to makcToyagcs^'ocVarry-on ifade,' with* 
out obtaining their'permiffibh and palTpbrf.' Thofe 

had ihisiiberty granted them,''wcrc prohibit; 

. cd from, trading'ip' cirin^mo’p, ginger;,' pepper,’ 

timber,' iron’, ftcci, lead,' tin, arid arms, of which' 
the conquerors' refervedUo thcmfelyes the exclu; 

^ number of valuable articles',* by 
which fo many nations have fmce'enrichcd them; 
Iclve?, and which then bore' a "higher -price' on 
account of their novelty, were cnii’rely'jng'roflc.^ 

* Upoji aa aTeragt, about Coo, soal.p*’- -''•I j “ •’'* 
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by the Portuguefc. In ' confcquence of ihU‘'md* BOOK 
nopoly, the prices of the 'produce and manbFac* . j. 
turcs both in Europe and Afia were regulated -at 
their difcrction. _ ' . j . .f* ; 

In ‘ the midil of fo much glory, wealth, and-' 
conqueft, the Portuguefe had not neglcftcd* that 
pare of Africa, -which lies' between the Cape of 
Good Hope and the lied Sea, and lias in'all ages 
been famed for ihe-richnefs of iPs prdduclions* 

Tlie pofleffion of this country, was 'on 'many ac-i 
counts an important objeft: the Arabians' 'had 
been fettled there.' for fct'cral ages, and their num- 
bers were- greatly increafed. They had formed 
along the coaft of Zanguebar lcvcral;fmall inde- 
pendent fovercignilcs, ‘feme of which made 'a 
confiderablc figure, and ahnoft all of them' were 
in good condition. The flourifhing Hale of thefe 
fettlcmcnts was owen 'to the mines of gold and 
filver, found within their refpeftive territories, the 
produce of which’ enabled them to purchafe the 
commodities of India. To‘polVers thcmfclves of 
this treafure, and to deprive their competitors of 
it, was looked upon by the Portuguefe as an in- 
difpcnfable duty. '"Agreeable -to this- principle, 
thefc Arabian merchants were attacked; and with- 
out much difficulty fubdued, about the year 150S. 

Upon their ruin was ellabrifhed an empire, cx.^ 
tended 'from Sofala as far as Melinda', 'of which 
the illand of Mofambique was made thc"^ center. 

This ifland is feparated from the ■ continent only 
by a narrow channel, and is no rhorc than" two 
leagues in circumference^ IPs port,* which' is 
cAWi’.lr.Tir, sKii wjiTCif no sdrstsesge iborc s' 

purer air, was fixed upon as a place for the velTcls 
of the conqueror-to put in at, and as a flaplc for 
all their mcrchandlfe. Here they ufed to wait 
for thofe fettled winds,'- which at certain timcs'of 
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tlic ycar blow uhhout intcnnilHon from the Afn* 
can tp the Indian coaftS|-and\vhich at other times 
blow in an oppofitc tlitcdion from, the coafts of 
India to tnofc of Africa, 

I . Ihe^e fucccflcs properly impro'fcd might have 
formed a power fo confidcrable, that it cpuld not 
have been ihaken j but the vices and folly of fomc 
their elijcls, the abufe of riches and of power, 
the wantonnefs of tiftoryj'the diflancc ot jheir 
ownMuntry, changed the charailcr of the Poriu- 
guefc, 1, Religious' zeal, which had added fo n)uch 
force ajKia^tvity to their courage,' now produced 
in them (nothing but ferocity. •Thcy.,madc no 
fcruplu ofjplllaging, chcatingj and enflaving the 
idolaters. , They fuppofed that the Pope, in bc- 
uovving .the .Kingdoms, of Afia upon the PortUt 
guefe monarchs, had not with-holdcn the pro- 
perty 'of individuals (from their, fubjcfls. Being 
abfolutc mailers of the caftern feas, they extorted 
a tribute from the Ihips of every country 5 they 
ravaged the coafts, infulted the princes, and be* 
came in a Ihort time the terror and fcourcrc of all 
nations.-: 1.5,0. _ ^ j ^ 

• TsEoKing of Tidor was carried pfF from hi? 
own p^aec,« and murdered, \vhh his i children, 
whom he had intruflcd to the care of the Portu- 
gucf?. . ,, f . , 

•* Ceyjon, the people were not fuficred , to 
cultivate the earth, except for their new mailers,' 
■wba treated them with the greateft barbarity, ! , 

. Au ,Goa,they;had cftabhlhed. the inquifition, 
file became a prey^to the minif- 

tersof that infamous tribunal, ^ 

againft.thc pirates 
fromMalacca,jChina, and othcr.parts, made 'a 
V *i^®*'dofiQaIampui, and. plundered 
the fepulchres^pf jbeChmefe empefots; - r. * 

'Souza 
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Souza caufcd all. the pagodas on the Malabar book 
coafl to he dellroycd, and his people mhumanly . i 
maffacred the wretched Indians, who went 
weep over tlic rums of their temples. 

CvJ REA terminated an ghfltnate warwith the 
king of Pegu, and both parties were to fwcar on 
the books of their feveral Religions to obferve the 
treat). CqrrcA fwore on a collc^ion of fongs,^ 

^ and thought by this \ileftratagcm to elude hu’ 
engagement. , ^ 

Nuno D*AcuNHa rc/blved to make himfcif 
mafter of the ifland oj" Daman on the coaft of 
Cainba)a, the xnhabnams offered to furrender it 
to him, if he would permit them to carry oif their 
trcafurcs. This requeft was refufed, and Nuno 
put them all to the fword. 

Dtroo DE S11.VCIRA was cruifing m the Red 
Sea A tcficl riclily laden iaiuted him. 'ilie 
captain came on board and gave him. a letter 
from a l^oriugucfe general, winch was to be his 
palfport. Ihc letter contained only thefe words . 

I defire the capiaws cf Jlilps belonging to the king of 
Tortugal to jstzc upon this Moori^ as a lam- 

fuL prize, j 

In a fliort tune the Portuguefq preferved nq 
more humanity good faith with each other than 
with the natives. „Almoil all the Rates, wherc^ 
they had the command, were divided into fac- 
tions. ( 

A.mi'vture of ayaricc, dcbauchcr), cruelty, 
and dcyotion, prevailed cvqry where m their 
manners. They had mod of them fc\en or eight 
concubines, whom they kept to work\ uh the 
utmoft rigour, and forced from them the money 
they earned by their labour^ Such treatment 
of women was very repugnant to the fpirit of 
chivalry. | , 

' -Ins 
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The chiefs and ptincipal officers admiitcd to 
theimblea mUUitudc ot thofe finging and dan- 
cing-women, with which India abounds. ElTcmi- 
nacy introduced itfclfinto lbcic“houfcs and ar- 
mies. The officers marched to meet the enemy 
iOj palanquWs. That brilliant courage, which 
had fubdued fo nnny nations, cxiftcd no longer 
among them The Portuguefe were with diffi- 
culty brought to fight, except where there was a 
nroJpei:^ ot plunder^ In a fliort time the king of 
Portugal no longer received the produce ot the 
tribute, which was paid him by more than one 
hundred add catUrn princes. Ihis money 
was loft in tts way from them to lum. Such cor- 
rupfton prevailed m the finances, that the tributes 
of fovcrcigns^ the revenues of provinces, which 
ought to have been iinmenfe, the taxes levied in 
gold, filvcr, and fpiccs, on the inhabitants of tbd 
ctjmment and iflands^ were not fufficicnt to kccjJ 
up a few citadels, and to fit out the Hupping that 
\ras ncccITary for the protcclion of trade, i ^ 
It would be a tjiclancbol) circumftance to 
our attention upon the decline of a nation, that 
ftiould ha\c fignalized itfclf by exploits ufcful 
to mankind, that fhould have enlightened the 
■world, or mcreafed it*s own fplcndour and 
hippinefs, Without being the fcourge of it‘s 
neighbours or of diftant regions. But we fiiould 
confidcr, there is a great dificrencc between the 
hero -who fpilU his blood m the defence of fiis 
country, ard a fet of imrcpld robberj., who cK- 
pofe tbemfclvcs to death m a- foreign foil, or wlio 
puts u*s mnocent^and wretched inhabitants to the 
fword. Servf or dif, the Portugqcfe ufed nifo- 
jcntly to fay to every people they met m their 
rapid progrefs marked vnth blood. - It is a grate- 
ful thing to behold the downfall of fuch tvranny ; 
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pnd a confobtjon^to etpefl: the punllhmcnt^ofs o o iw 
ihofe treacheries, murders, and cruelties, with J _ , 
^\hlch Jt has been preceded or followed. Par 
from regretting the overthrow of thefe favage 
conejuerors, Llhould rather grieve at the wife 
policy of Juan dc Caftro, bccaufe it feemed to 
promifc a revival of that fpint, which is called by 
the vulgar the hcroifin of Portugal , and which 
I myfclf, perhaps/ led away by habit, have not 
treated with all the indignation I felt at it If X 
have been guilty of this neglcfX/ I alk pardon for 
U of God, and of man.’ ‘ 

BAiiDVROirs Luropeans’ the brilliancy of our 
enterpnfes has not impofed upon me,' nor has your 
fuccels prevented me from feeing the mjuIXicc of 
them 1 have often embarked with you m ima- 
gination, on board the Ibips that were to convey 
sou to ihcfe diftant regions but when my fancy 
has landed me along with you, and that I have 
^ecn witncf^ of your enormities, I have withdraw ti 
myfclf from you , 1 have thrown myfclf among 
your enemies, I have taken up arms againll you, 
and have imbrued my hands m youri blood I 
here Tnakc a (olcmn proreflation ol this ) and if I 
have ever ccafcd, for one moment, confidcring 
you a? a multitude of fimiflicd and ’cruel vul- 
tures, With as linlc principles of monhiy and 
confcicnce, as arc to be found among thefe ra- 
pacious birds of prey, may this work, and may 
niv memory, if I may be allowed to hope tint I 
fliall leave one behind me,<(lnU into the loweft 
contempt, and become an objcfl of execration ' 

Gvstro was a man of much knowledge, confi-n ii ant 
dcring the age he hyed m Xfc poircflcd a noble . 

and elevated foul , and the lludy of the anc ents datv * ** 
had chcrifhcd m him that love of glory and of 
his coijntrv, which was fo comr on among the 
Greeks and Roman* k 
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POOK tlic beginning of Ins Wife- and glorious 

inmiftration, Poje So|[)hap, mmiflcr of Mahmoud 
king of Canjbaya, ha 4 infpircd his maftcr with a 
dcfign of attacking the Pprtugucfc. Ihis man^ 
whole father is faid 19 hate been an Italian, and 
Jiis mother a Greek, had fajfcd hmifclf from the 
condition of a Have tOjthe;C0iiduft of thcjftatei 
and the cqmmand of argues He had embraced 
Mohamtncdifm, and, though he had really, ng 
religion, he knew, how to avail Limfclf of the 
averfion the pco^Ic_had conceived, againlf the 
Portuguefe, on account of, the contempt, they 
fhewed for the religions of the country. He en- 
gaged m his feryicc experienced officers, vctcrag 
foldicrs, able engineers, a^d evea founders, w^om 
be procured from Copftiintinoplc. His preparar 
uons fecpicd intended againjl the Mogul or the 
Patans, and 'ffhen thePorjuguefe Icaft expeffed it, 
he attacked and made himfelf maker of Diu, and 
laid Oege to the citadel. < f j 3 { 

This place, which is^ fituated ,on a hitfc ifiapd 
upon the coak-of Guzarat, hadalways.been cod- 
fidcred a^ the key of India m thofc times, whc'* 
navigator^ never launched beyond the coakr and. 
burai was the great ftapic- of jhc cak From, the 

arrival of^Gama, it had been conlfanily an obje^ 
of ambnion to jhc Portuguefe, into whofe hands 
It fell at length m the time of d*Acunha. Maf- 
carennii^ who was governor of it at the jun£furc 
we zre fpeakjng of, and who Ihould have bad nine 
hundred men, bad only three, the rek. of, hia 
*^r' j * to ap abufcjvcry common m 

thole d^)s, wcijc employed m trade at the different 
towns upon the coaft He muft have furrcndcrcd. 

It he had not received nninediatc aflinance. Ca- 
itro lent bun a remforcentent under the command 
ot bis Ion, who was killed «i the attack. Coje- 
f .i SopUa3 
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Sophar fliarcd the fame' fate; but hfs death' did BO OK- 

not flackcrt the'opcrations of the liege.' ‘ " 


lot llacKcrt the'opcrations of the fiegc.' 

Castro' inflituted funeral games m honour ot 
thofe who had fallen in defence" of "their countf),- 
He fcongratulatcd their parents in the-'niimc of the' 
EOvernment, aild- received congratuiations him- 
fclf on the death of his eldcft Ton. ;His fecond' 
prefided at the funeral games, and marched iiu- 
mcdiatciy after for Dmi to deferve,- as' it were,' 
the llonours he h'ad juft been paying to his bro- 
ther.* The garrifon repulfed'thc enemy in every 
attack, and fignalized themfelvcs every -day by 
extraordinary aaio'ns."' In the eyes of the Indians 
the Porluguefe were more' than nicn. -‘Ihpfilyl 
faid they, pravidencf Tins decreed that there Jbatldbe 

huteti fcwtfthetnaitherear'eeftygcrt andlM, lejl^ 
tbe-f ihuld extirmsiiate tb'e bumanfpcciei- ' ' 

- Castro himfelf-'headcd a latgef reinforcement; 
than he had fent.' ’ He thfew' himfelf into the 
‘citadel -with" provifions,'"and above ; four thou, 
fund 'men.- It w^s debated, whether they fliould 
give battle." ' Thcrchfons on both Tides were dif- 
cuffed. Garfias do SJ; an o,ld'ofircer,-command- 
cdfilence; Te bane all fpeUn, mhi let ui 

f,ght. Caftrb vvas'of the fame opinion.* The 
I^rtugucfc marched out to the enemy's intrench- 
ments, and gained a fignal viQory. -After having 
railed the Cege, it was neceifary to repair • the 
citadel; They" were in want oP money, and Ca- 
ftro borrowed it on his own credit. ' 


ro OOvruwcu tk uii uwii vitauiL, 

'Ok his return to Goa,'he \vilhcd‘to gAc his 
army' the honour? of a triumph after the manner 
of the ancients. He thought that fuch honours 
would ferve toTcvhc the warlike fpirit of the 
Poriugucfc, and that the pomp of the ccrcmonr 
might have a -great cfTefton the imagination of 
^Ue people. At hi^ entry, the gates* of the city 
t- * were 
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BOOKwcrc ornamented twith-j triumphal arches j 'the 
' "ftrccts were. lined ■with tapeftry j ^thc women ap- 
’peared at the windows inimagnificent habits, and 
feattered flowers and perfumes upon the conquer- 
ors-; ’while the people danced to. the found of 
niufical inftrumems. The royal ftandard was 
carried before the viftorjpus foldicrs, who marched 
in order. The viceroy, crowned with branches 
of palm, rode on a fuperb car : the generals of tlic- 
enemy followed it, and after them the foldicrs 
that had been made prlfoners. ^ The colours’ that 
had been taken from them, w’crc earned in pro- 
ceflion reverfed and dragging on the ground, and 
were followed by their artiUeiy and baggage.- 
Ueprefentations of the citadel they had delivered, 
a'ha of the battle they had gained, enhanced the 
fplcrldour of the fpcQaclc. .Verfcs,.fongs, 'orati- 
ops, .firing of.cannon, all concurred to render the 
fefliVal magnificent, agreeable,* and (Inking. ' ^ 
Accounts of ibis triumph we’re’ brought to 
Europe. Men who formed pretenfions to wit 
condemned it' as ridiculous, and bigots called it 
profane-^ The queen of. Portugal faid upon the 
occaflon, That Cojlro bad conquered like a cbri/lian, 
and irhmphed Ukc a pagan hero, 

TVePor- The. vigour of the Poriugucfc, whicIi'Caflro 
animated, did not long continue.' Cor- 
ruplion madc^datly advances among the citizens 
aRdaicno of c\cry clafs. One of the viceroys thought of 
Sail?'* upboxes in the principal townsi »n which 
any perfen might put memorials and articles of 
intelligence. Such a method might be very ufe- 
ful, and tend to a rcforniatlon of abufes in an 
enlightened country, where the morals of the in- 
habnanis were not tota% Tpoilcd, but among a 
fupcrftitioui and corrupt people, ii was not likely ' 
to be of any ferviwc. 



, IN THE E.\ST AND WEST INDltS 

The original conquerors of India were none ofB 
them now m being, and their country, exhaufted ^ 
h) loo many enterpnfes and colonics, was not m a 
capacity to replace them. Ihc detenders of the. 
Poriugucfc fcttlcincnis were born m Afia , their 
opulence, the foftners of the climate, the mannee 
ot living, and, perhaps, the nature of tlic food,, 
had taVen from them much of the intrepidity of 
their forefathers. At the fametime that thej ga'c 
themfeUes up to all thofc cxccflcs which make 
men hated, they had not courage enough left^to 
infpirc the people witli terror. They were mon- 
(leri>, poifbn, hre, afTafilnation, ctcry fort o£ 
crime was become familiar to tlietn , nor were 
they private perfons only who were guilty of fucli* 
practices , men m ofGce fet them the example 1 
They maOacred the natives , they dcftro)cd one 
another. The governor, who was jufl arrived,, 
loaded hu predecelTors with irons, that he might 
deprive him of his wealth. The didance of the 
fccnc, Faife witncffcs, and large briber, fccurcd. 
every crime from puoifhmcnt. 

Thc iQand of Aroboyna was the firft to avenge 
ufclf. A Portuguefc bad at a public fcdival 
Ccizcd uponaverybeauuful woman, and, regard* 
Icfs of all decenc), had proceeded to the greatefb 
of outrages. One of the iflandcr>, named Gcnulio, 
armed his fellow citizens ; after which he called 
together the Portuguefe, and addrcfTcd them «l 
thc following manner . “ To revenge affronts of 
** fo cruel a natmc as thofc we have received from. 

“ )ou, would require anions, not words . )ct we 
“ will fpeak to )ou You preach to us a deity, 

“ who deligUt!., ^ou. Ciy, wi gewtewu.^ a£twius> but 
“ theft, murder, obfcenitv, ai\d drunkennefs, arc. 
“ your common practice ^ iour hearts arc xn- 
flamed with qverj vice ^ur manners can 
~ " * ncicr 
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B O o K “ never agree with your’s : nature forefaw tins, 

, j , ““ when* flie feparated us by imraenfe feas, and yc*^ 
have overleaped her barriersi>' , This audacity, 
of which ye arc not aftiamcd to boaft, is a proof 
“ of'the corruption of your hearts. .Take my 
“ advice ; leave to their repofethefe nations that 
“ refcmble you fo little ; go, fix your habitations' 
“ among thofe who are as brutal as yourfclvcs ; 

“ an intercourfe with you would be more fatal to 
“ us, than all the evils which it is m the power of 
“your God to mflift upon us.* Wc i renounce' 
“ your alliance for ever : your arras arc fuperior‘ 
“toour’sj but wc arc more juft than you, andh 
“ wc do not fear you. The Irons arc from this 
** day your enemies ; fly from tbcir country, and 
“ beware how you approach it again.^' 

This harangue, which thirty years before 
would have brought on the dcftruftion of Am- 
boyna, was liRened to vyith a degree of patience, 
that fully demonflrated what change had taken* 
place among the Poriugucfc, : 

Equ ALLV dctcflcd in every quarter, they faw a 
u foSoed^ confederacy formingto expel them from the Eaft. 
^gajnft th^ All the great powers of India entered inty the 
Buefr and for two or three years carried on their 

'iTienian*- preparations in fccrct. The court of Lifbon was* 
”*iueC informed of them; and the reigning king Sc- 
Ataida baRian,-\vho, if it had not been for ins fupcrfii- 
wmit* ^ great prince, difpatchcd 

* * ‘ Ataida aud-flU the Portuguefe, who lud diftin- 
guilhcd thcmfclvcs in the wars of Europe, to India.* 
Thb general opinion on their arrival was to 
abandon the diflant fcttlemcms, and aficmblc their 
forces on the Malabar coafl, and m the neighbour* 
hood of Goa. Although Ataida was of opinion 
that too great a number of fcttlcincnts had been 
formed, he was not plcafed with the appearance of 

fieri- 
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facrificlng them. Comradett ^xdhct r/iiedn hpre- 
ferve ad, and fo Ung ax I live, the inenty Jliull not 
gainaniiicb y ground* Immbdiately ujioii tlu3 
he fem fuccours to all the places that wclc m dan- 
ger, and made the ncccffary difpofmons for de- 
fending Goa. 

- The Zamorm attacked Manjalor, Cbchm, and 
Cananor. i 'Ihc kingof Cambaya attacked Cliaulj* 
Daman, and Baichaim,' ♦I he king of Achem laid 
fiege to Malacca. Ihc king or'lernite made 
war upon the Portuguefein theMoluccas.‘'‘ Aga- 
lachem, a tributary to the Mogul, impnfoned the 
Portuguefe merchants at Surat. ^Ihe queen ot* 
Garcopa endeavoured to drive thciniout 6f Onor. 

Ataioa, m the intdHofthe care and'trouble 
attending the fiege of Goa, font hvc Ihips to Suratj 
which obliged' Agalachem to fet the Portuguefe^ 
whom he had feizcd, at liberty. Thirteen fliips 
were difpatchcd to Malacca, upon which the king 
of Achem andi his allies abandoned the fiege. 
Ataida ordered even ihofc'vcflcls^to fet fall, which 
were cmployed'cvcry year to carry tribute and 
mcrchandifc to Lifhon. It was rcprefenied-' tO 
him, thatinftcad of depriving hlmfeU of the aJlift- 
ance of men who were to go on board this lleet*' 
he fhould prcfctvcthcm for the defence ot India. 
We Jball be enougls vnlhoul tbem, faid JlatS 

IS in diftrejs and it*s oxpeilations muji net be difap- 
povnted. ’^Tiiis reply turprjfed his opponents, and 
the fleet failed.. At thei time when the place was ' 
moll vigoroully prefled by Idalcan, Ataida font 
troops to the fuccourof Cochin, and fliips to Cey- 
lon.. The archbilhop, whofe authority was un- 
\itrme4, imtrtpofcA to prevent^ ir. j S/r,‘^Tep’i^cd 
Ataida, you underjiand nothing of tbsfe ojfatri , con- 
tent yourjilf tvitb reconw ending them toJ the bkjftng 
ef Gf>«y./Tbc Portuguefe, who came troni Europifr 
VoL. I. O exhibited 
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B^O O.K exhibited^ pX 0 d;gic 8 'of valour during this* ficgc.. 
It was with difliculty^abatAtaida could, 

' rcftrain tbctu fyom throwing away thclri lives# , 
Many of^thein would Tally out in Ihc night, con-j 
trary tO;his orders, to attack.thc beficgcrsin theirj 
lines. j ^ il ri 

' TH;Eiiviccrpy4id i\ot depend, fo entirely on.^e 
.force of hU arms, as to rejea thc affiftance o£po-’> 
licy.. “Hcnwas informed, that Jdalcaniwas gort 
verned by one of his minreffes, .and that Ihe wast 
ioith^ camp with him. Women ^vho devote them-, 
felycs to the plcafurcs -of princes arc. generally' 
Haves to ambition, ..and unacquainted with thofe^ 
•virtues whichilovc infpirest The miflrcfs of'Idal^> 
can fufTered berfclf to be corrupted, and fold to 
Ataida her lover’s feaets. .^Idalcan was aware of' 
thetreafon, bu^ could ^not dtfeoVee thej traitor.^ 
At,laH, after ten months fpent in toil and afdoil,r 
his tents dedroyed,-hi8^Uoops* diminlfhed, his/ 
elephants killed, and his .cavalry unable to fervep 
this prince, lovercoine ,by the genius of, Atald3,*v 
raifed the fiege, and retreated i in ihameand de>/ 
fpair. , ' ^ ^ * ' ' 1 . . ».*«•/ 

The brave Ataida dcmcancdi his charadicr (ini 
corrupting the miftrefs of Idalcan, while fhca£led 
confiftcntly with. hep's in betraying her lover. 1 
How is it pofTiblc that a >voinan, who has publicly t 
Told her honour to her fovcrcign,, Ihould hcCtaie. 
to fell the honour ofihcr jlovcrcign, to himiWhox 
knows how to fet a proper price upon her perfidy f 
If a woman were capable of, infpiring Jicr king 
with great ideas. Hie would lia\xa foul fufficicntlyi 
exalted to difdait) to, become his courtefan.j and* 
■whenever the condcfccnds to accept of this humi-'* 
hating title, or when Ihc may perhaps become fo 
abjcfl as to think hcrlelf honoured by if, wbatitas < 
the nation to cxpc£l,'froni her? Nothing but the, 

, ^ ' , ’ corrup- 
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conupilon of '’mauncra'in-'hcr lover, and in hUtt 
favourites j-tlic depredation of the treafury 
clcvaiibn of the’ mod:. inadequate and moll in-* 
famous men to the moft* important offices j cir-^ • 
cumftanccs which arc the difgracC'Of a long'rcigni^ 
Monarchsl a inanof auftcrc morals would have’ 
prohibited every unlawful connexion-; but'if the: 
iaborious’datics yc'arc expofed to,<C3U for our 
dalgehcc,’lct your vices' at lead be concealed' by: 
great' virtues. Have a miftrefs, if ye mud' have' 
onci'but'lei her be a 'ftrangcr- to' publie affairs, 
and'ictdicrat Icaft'bc conHiicd lo'thc' -temporary 
direftion'of your amufcmcnts.- ' - ’ ’ « 

ATAt.DA marched without delay to the affiftancc' 
of'Chaul, which' was- bcficgcd 'by'Niaain-al*Mu-: 
Iucl4 king of Cambaya',’at the head of more than* 
a hundred ihoufand-mciu’J The defence of Chaid' 
had- been condu^lcd'wuh as much intrepidity as' 
that'of Goa.‘" It was followed by a great vi£lory,i 
which 'Ataidaj' with' a handful of men, r obtained' 
over. a numcrouv-arthyj difcVplincd by a Ipng fiege»i 
‘Ataida, after chis,-inaVched -againft 'the 2a- . 
morin; defeated and obliged him to fign'a treaty^ 
byvwhich he engaged .never ‘to maintain any'ffiipfil 
orwaf-'' ‘t V *1 ','•»*< CkI ne; .'’■.tti: 

’.'Such wa?' thc-*dif:iftrous end of a' conTpiracy’ 
planned' with' aJ great, deal of Hiarmonyf-art' and' 
I'ecTccjr,. againfl a fet' of' inroleni'’’and* op'prcflive' 
u'furpers. ' The difeat offuch a’numbcr'of-peoplc 
excites our’regretj arid it were to be wilhed/ that 
the-virtuesof Atatdvdiad* been- employed in 'a 
belter, caulc'. To conciliate th'd admiration with 
which the ctinduft of this Ucro‘’infpires‘us,-wltIi' 
the h’bcrty or'* fndVa, ‘Wc'couM have ■wtlhed that fie 
had met wiih a glorious death. / 

JrTmi Portuguefc became' thrbugho’ut' the 'Eaft* 
what they were; 'under the inunediate conduft'oP 
\jr'i- Od 'Ataida. 
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B o o K Ataida. ' A fingle commanded by Lopcs^ 
. \ ‘ Carafco, fought for three days fuccefljvely againftf 
• the whole .fleet of the king of Achem. In thci 
middle, of tlic engagement word was brought to! 
Lopezes fon,, that Ins father was killed : JVe have 
one brave man the left^ faid he 5 vue vntjl conquer^ 
or deferve to die hke him. Saying- tliis, he took 
the command of the fhip, and forcing his way in 
triumph through the cncmy*s< fleet, anchored 
beforc;IVra]acca.“, - „ 

, Nor, was courage the only virtue that revived^ 
among the Portuguefe at this period; fo powerful; 
is the afeendant of a great man, c\cn over the moft; 
corrupt nations. Thomas de Sowza had got as a 
Have a beautiful girl, who had not long befbro 
been promifed to a young man that was in love 
with her. Hearing of the misfortune- of diis mtf-. 
trefs, he flew to-.ihrow'.lumfclfiat her feet,' and 
partake of her chains. Sowza was prdent at their 
-interview ; they embraced; and melted into tears. 
Tghe you. ycurhbertyy faid thcPortugucfcGcncralp 
gOi and live ba^j>y eJfewhere. 

The management of the public, money was 
likewife reformed by Ataida, who reftrained tbofc 
abufes, which arc moft injurious to flalcs, and moft 
difficult to^bc reftrained. But)this* good order, 
this returning heroifin, this glorious moment, did 

notfurvivc li»s adininiftratlon. ‘ ‘ 'j'— 

ISdip“. ■ « always a vcryl complicated 

tugaifiiis, machine, which, has u*s beginning, IPs progrefs, 
whMfui>- and iPs period qf pcrfcaion, when it is. wclh 
Spam/ planned; on the other hand, when it is dcfe£Hvc 
in It s fourcc, it has ira beginning, it’s progrefs, 
and It 3 period of extreme corruption. In cither' 
ot tnefe cafes; it comprehends Inch an infinite 
number of objefts, both within and without, that 
when It $ diUolution happens, either from the iiia- 
-’ •* k ‘ bility 
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bUUy of ihe chief, or the violence of the fubjcfls, book 
it unavoidably brings on the moft 'terrible confc- . 
quences. If the impatience of the fubje^i^ fiiould 
‘break the yoke, the weight of which they ha\c 
been no longer able to bear, a nation advances 
more* or Icfs rapidly towards anarchy, wading 
through ftrcains of blood. If it fiiould arrive by 
imperceptible degrees at this fatal period, through 
the indolence or weaknefs of the fovereign, unable 
to hold the reins of empire; the cffufion of blood is 
fpared, but tlic nation falls into a (late of annihi- 
lation. It is nothing more than a carcafe, all the 
parts of which fail into putrefadionfare fcparaicd 
and transformed into a inafs of worms, which 
perilh thcmfclves after .they have devoured every 
thiug. In the mean while the neighbouring na- 
tions arc hovering round it, as we fee birds of 
prey ho^ cring about a carcale in the fields. ' They 
cafily get poffeCion of a defcnccUfe country 5 and 
the people thenpafs into aworfc Hate, than when 
they firft emerged from barbarifm. The laws ol 
the conqueror dalh with thoft of the people con- 
quered; their rcfpeflivc cuftoms, manners, and 
religion, are all in oppofition to c?ch other ; and 
their language is contounded with a foreign idioui^ 

Hence arifes a chaos, the end of which \i is diffi- 
cult to foretel ; a chaos, which cannot be diffi- 
pated, till after fcvcral centuries arc elapfed, while 
the traces it leaves behind, arc never ro be entire- 
ly effaced by a fucceflion of the moil fortunate 
events. 

Such Is the piaurc of Portugal at the death of 
Sebafiian, till the kingdom was gradually reduced 
under the donumon of I’hilip the Second. ' From 
this atra, thePortuguefe in India ccafcJ to confider 
thcmfcUcs as of the fame country. Some made 
thccafchcs indcpcndcnt,oihcr» turned pirate**, and 

paid 
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B O o K paid no rcfpca to any flair. Many entered .into 
^__^thc fcrviec of the princes uf,ihccouniry, and ihcfe 
almofl ^11 became ininiflers or generals^ fo great 
were the advamages this nation ftill injintaincd’ 
over thofc or India. No Portuguefe purfued any 
advancement of {iIs own iu- 
tcrcll : there \\ as IIP 2 ca!, no union for t{ic com- 
mon good. Their poflcilipns in India were divid- 
ed into three governments, which gave no aiTiIl- 
ance to caph other, and even cla/hcd in their 
projeas and intcrcRs. Neither difcipline; /ubori 
dmanon, nor the love of glory, 'animated either 
the fold;crs or thp officers. Mep of war no- longer 
ventured out of the ports, or whenever they ap- 
peared, wcfc badly equipped. Manners became 
more and more depraved. Not one of their 
commanders had power enough to rcllraia the 
torrent of vice; apd the majority of thcfelcom* 
manders were themfclves corruptedj The Por- 
tuguefe at length loll all their former; greatnefs, 
when a free and enlightened nation, aftuated with 
a proper fpirit of toleration, appeared in India, 
and contended with them for the empire of that 
^^ountry.. j , . 

It may be affirmed, ihatat. the time when port 
LJtral hrlt made it’s .» u 


Detail of 


, I me time waen vort 

‘'"■co'fries, the ^sorld was very 
V httic acouainted With' tTi.. i I _f 


caufcaihati; „ : 7 . ica, luewono was very 

bfoughton acquainted with’ the poluical , principles 1 of 
pf different dates, the ad- 
g»rr '-PP'iigP. of .conquclh, the manner of ellabhihing 
and preferying colonicj., • and the .faencEts jthc 
mother country might dcriye from them. . 

|Twasa,w,fcprojca,to endeavour to End a 
'"dia. =nd to bring 
Venetians derived by Icfs dirca, roads, jhad jullly 
'^™“‘”'P"- of >il= Portuguefe; but it 
^oo'd be feme limits to-fo 
jaudable an ambition. 

Tins 
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' This fmall nation becoming on a fudden mlf-s 
trefs of the richeft and moft cxtcnfive commerce 
of the globe, foon confifted of nothing clfe but 
merchants, fafiors, and fatlors, who vrerc deftroy? 
cd by long voyages. Thus the Portuguefe loft the 
foundation of all real power, which confifts ins 
agriculture, natural mduftry, and population; 
and there was confcquenily no proportion be- 
tween their commerce and the means of keeping 
it up. 

They carried thefc deftrufrive meafures ftill 
further; and, animated with the* rage of con- 
queft, extended thcmfclves over a vaft traft of 
land, which no European nation would have been 
able to preferve, without impairing it*s own 
ftrcngih, * 

• Thus this fmall country, which, of itfclf not 

very populous, conftantly eshaufted itfclf in fol- 
diers, iailors, and Inbabirants, fent to fupply the 
colcmcs. f ) . 

* The fpirit of religious imolcraiion that prevail, 

cd among them, would not allow them to admit 
into the clafs of their own citizens the people of 
the Eaft and of Africa, and they were therefore, 
obliged to be perpetually at war with their new 
fubje&s. > 

As the gov eminent foon changed it*s fehemts of 
trade into projefls of conqueft; tbenahon, winch 
had never been guided by the tree commercial 
jpirit, foon aiTumed that ot rapine and plunder. ~ 

TiME-ri£CES, fire-arms, fine cloths, and other 
articles, >.which have been fince carried into India, 
not being then brought to that degree of perfee* 
lion ibcy have iaidy acquired, the Vonugotfc 
could not carry any thing there but money. They 
foon grew tired of this, and took, away Irom jhc 
Indians by force what they' had bciorc oboined 
ty putchifc, The.y 
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be fceu throughout the kingdom 
ot Portugal the utiiiolt profufion of riches, joined 
to the mod extreme poverty. The only opulent 
perfons were .thofe who had had' fome employ- 
ment in India ; while the hufbandman, who found 
poonetoa(lia him in his toil, and the artlfts, 
who were unable to procure workmen, being foon 
compelled to, forego their fcveral occupations^ 
were reduced to the lowcft Hate of mifery. 

r misfortunes had been forefeen. When 
ty® ducovery of India engaged the attention of 
rorjugal, that court flattered itfclf that the mcr? 
pppeaiance of it’s Ihips in that mild climate, would 
jniurc^tuc pofleflion of U| that the trade of tbefe 
cpuntnes would prove as incxhaufliblc a fource 
ot riches to the nation, as it had been to thofe 
people who had hitherto been raafters of it; and 
by the treafure anflng from it, the ftatc, not- 
Nvithltanding it’s fmall extent of territory, would 
, become equal in ftrength and fplcndour to the 
moll formidable powers. 1 here were fome perfons, 
however, who were not nnfled by ihcfe dclufi\c 
hopes. The raofl penetrating and moderate of 
the mmiilcrs ventured to affirm, that the confe- 
qucncc of running in fcarch of iich nnncrals and 
*”®fchandifc, would be an inattention 
r advantage, agriculture, and ma- 

* j ffiipwrccks, epidemical 

Oilealcs, and other accidents, would weaken the 
whole empire beyond recovery; that the flalc, 
an by the impulfc of 

3?t Cither by force or 

Afia • tint ^ ^“bjefls to the mofl diftant parts of 
would *r‘.**® cmerpnfc fuccecdcd, U 

be imDoffihlr^f U would , 

SSi of Portugal to defeat, 

.^t^empts were m vqin jnadc, fnmc time after this, 

tp 



IN THE EAST AND west* INDILS. ioi 

to convince thefe difeerning men of their error, B o o re 
by (hewing them that the Indians were fubdued, , 
the Moors repaired, and the Turks defeated ; and 
by exhibiting the tide of wealth that flowed into 
Portugal. Their opinions were too well-ground- 
ed in experience to be fhaken by the report of 
thefe flattering fuccclTcs. They (till infifted that 
a few years would difeover the folly of pufhing 
thefe purfuits to extremity, and that they mull in- 
evitably lead to a corruption of morals, and end 
in ravages and univerfal confufion. Time, the 
great arbiter of political matters, foon confirmed 
their prediftions. 

Of all the conquefls which the Portuguefc had Prefent 
made in the feas of Afia, they pofTcfs none at 
font but Macao, part of the ifland of Timor, Da- tuLefrm 
man, DIu, and Goa. The conneciions which 
thefe wretched cflablifluncnis kept up with each 
other, and chofe which they had wuh the reft of 
India and with Portugal, were not maintained 
with any kind of fpirit. They have been Hill more 
contrafted, fincc the eftablifl^mcnt at Goa of an 
cxclufivc company for China and the Mofain- 
bique. < 

At prefent, Macao fend? to Timor, to Siam, 
and to Coebmehina, feme few fmall vcflcis of 
little value. It fends five or fix to Goa laden with 
incrchandifc that ha^ been refufed at Canton ; 
and the greateft part of which belongs to Chinefe 
merchants. Thefe laft fliips are laden in return 
witli faoders wood, Indian faflVon, ginger, pep- 
per, linen, and liulecd with all the materials that 
Gpa has been able to collect on the coafl of 
Malabar, or at Surat, with a hvty gun flnp, two 
frigates, and (loops, fitted out as (loops of 
war. 


It 
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BOOK. It follows from ibis ftaic of ina£^iv'jty,‘ that the 
^ colony cannot fend annually'to Europe morc^tlian 

^ ^ three or four cargoes; the value of which does not 

exceed ‘3,175,000 hvres*, cvcn'^fincc the year 
1752, when’ this commerce was freed from the 
feltralnts of monopoly, except In the articles of 
fugar, fniiff, pepper, faltpetrc, pearls, fanders, and 
aloes wooclj^which ilic crown continues to buy 
np, and to fell cxclliftvciy. The vctTcls laden 
Vuh tllefe materials,' ufed ’formerly to put in at 
Brafd, or in Africa, where they fold part of their 
mcrchandifet'but lor fome lime paft they have 
been obliged to return diredlly to the mother 
country, ’ '■ 

Such is the decluiing tlale into which the Bor- 
tuguefc affairs in India arc* fallen* from that pin* 
‘nacle of glory to which they had ^ been raifed by 
the bold adventurers who difcovcrcd, and the in- 
trepid heroes who conquered, that country* The 
fccne of their glory and opulence is become that 
of their ruin and dilgracc,' formerly, a dcfpotic and 
cruel viceroy, and fince the year 1 774 a governor- 
general, with the fame powers and difpofitlon j a 
turbulent and undifeiphned militia, connU'uig of 
lix thoufand two hundred and feventy foldicrs, 
blacks and others; magillratcs of open and avow- 
ed venality; an unjult and rapacious adminillra- 
tion ! ail tiicfe feveral kinds of opprclTton, which 
would be fuflicicnt to annihilate the inofl virtuous 
of all people, cannot poiBbly rcpchcratc an idle, 
degraded, and corrupt nation, bet the court of 
l.iibon at length open ii*s eyes ; and in a hitlo 
timc,»t*s llag, which has been fo long forgotten, 
will tefume lomc flrarc of confideration. i’oriu- 

* ijvyk *j» 

gal 
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gal can never cxpcft to rankwuh the great com-B o o K 
mercial powers , but may quietly mfurc it’s own ^ 
nehes. We (hall now fee, m the example of the'" 

Putch, whofe enterpnfes will be the^next fubjefl: 
of oqr inquiry, what a fmall nation can ciTeef, 
when it*s fpccylations arc dircGc4 by patience, 
reflexion, and ceconamy. 



HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AKD TRADE 


B' O ';d K 'If; 


The fettlemcnu^ zvar/,‘ policy; 'a>ui trade of the 
. Dutch in the Eq/}-Indies. 


II. nr' HE republic of Holland from it*3 carlicft 
v-*o * rife, exhibits a fefinc' of grandeur to all 
natjons ; and inuft remain an objeft of the higheft 
concern to us, and of.curiofiiy to our rctnotcfl 
poftcrity. ' It' has_ diftinguifhed itfcJf by it’s in- 
dultry and enterprifing fpirit, in all parts’? but 
more efpcclally on the Teas, and on the continent 
of India. Before we attend the Dutch in their 
progrefs to ihcfe extenfive regions, let .us trace 
their hidory to it^s earlicH tera. Such a rctrofpefl 
is peculiarly proper in a work of this nature, as 
it will comprehend at one glance, all thofe cha« 
bywhich the genius of a nation 
IS diftinguifhed. It is neceflary that a reader who 
renects maybe enabled to judge forhlinfelf, whe- 
j j ftatc of this nation were fuch as 

afforded a prefage of it»s future power ; and wlic- 
thcr the heroic affociates of Civilis, who defied 
the Roman power, transfufed their fpirit into thofe 
brave republicans, who, under the' aufplces of 

the dark and odious tyranny of 
Philip the Second; • J . j . 

fS- cltabliflicd tl,c bed hi(Iorie.il an. ' 

I.'” J li n 'S “ntury preceding tile Cilrir- 

pn -he Batra. diiratUftcd tvitl.lheir fitua- 
Ibe w '"P°" Pofnicd by 

the Waal and the Rhine; ii, a raarlliy foil, wliich 
had tew or nomhabitams. ' They gave Uic' iiami 

of 
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of Batavia to their new country. Their govern-B.o o K 
ment was a mixture of monarchy, ariftocracy, , 
and democracy. Their chief was properly fpeak- 
ing, nothing more than a principal citizen, whofc 
office was rather to advife than to command* 

The principal men who cxcrcifcd jurifdidion, 
and commanded the. troops in their refpedive 
diftrids, were chofen, as well as the kings, in a 
general affcmbly, A hundred perfons, fclcdcd 
from among the people, prcfided over every coun- 
ty, and aded as chiefs in the dificrent hamlets. ^ 

The whole nation was, in feme fort, an army al- 
ways in rcadinefs. Each family compofed a body 
of militia, which fcrvcd'undcr a captain of it*s 
own chufing. 

Such was the ilate of Batavia when Csfar 
pafTed the Alps. This Roman general defeated 
the Helvetians,, fcveral tribes ol the Gauls, the 
Belga and Germans, who bad croffedthe Rhine, 
and extended his conquefts beyond that river. 

In confcqucncc of this expedition, the boJdncfs 
and fuccefs of which were equally aflonifhlng, 
theprotedion of the conqueror was courted on 
all fidcs. . ' 

Some writers, too zealous for the honour of 
their country, affirm that the Batavians entered 
into an alliance with Home ; but the fad is, they 
fubmitted, on condition that they Ihould be go- 
verned by their own laws, pay no tribute, and be 
obliged only to perform military fcrviccs. , 

C.i£SAK Toon diflinguifhed the Batavians from 
the other nations that were fubdued by the Ro- 
Tbh coirqffcror of Che Gstxk, wden hy 
Pompey’s inSucncc be was recalled to Rome, and 
refufed to obey the fenaic^s orders •» when relying 
on the abfolutc authority which his condud had 
at length gl\cn bira over the legions and auxi- 
liaries. 
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EOOlCUanes, be attacked his enemies in Spain, Ital); 

. Alia : thea it was, that fcnliblc of the Bata* 

vians having a principal /hare in his vi^ories, he 
gave them the glorious appcllatioa of tbs friends ' 
and brethren of the Roman people. ’ 

Aeter. this, irritated by the unjuft proceedings ' 
• of certain governors, they obeyed the di£hites of 
that noble impulfe, fo becoming men of fpicit vbo 
arc prompted to take’ arms to revenge an infult. 
They fliewcd themfelvcs enemies as formidableas 
they had been faithful allies : but thefe troubles 
fublided, and the Batavians were pacified, though 
not fubdued. 

When Rome, after having rifen to a pitch ol 
greatnefs unknown before, and which has -never 
tincc been equalled by any Rate, no longer re- 
tained thofe manly virtues and auftcrc principles 
which had laid the foundation of her glory ; when 
her laws had loft their force, her armies their dif- 
ciplme, and her citizens the love of their country; 
the barbarians, who by the terror of the Roman 
name had been driven back to the north, where 
they had been compelled to remain, poured hkc 
a torrent into the fouthern countries. The em» 
pirc was torn in pieces, and the fineft provinces 
became a prey to thofe people whom the Romans 
had always- cither degraded or opprefled. The 
Pranks, m particular, feized upon the countries 
belonging to^ the Gauls; and Batavia a part of 
that extenfivc ^ndfamous kingdom, which was 
founded by thefe conquerors in the fifth century. 

' The new monarchy experienced thofe incom c- 
ulcnces which arc almoft-inrcparable from nfmg 
ftates, and are indeed loo frequently felt in the 
belt cfiabliflicd governments. It was fometimes 
under the dominion of a finglc perfon ; and at 
others was fubjcCt to the caprice of a number of 
• - tyrants* 
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tyrants. -It waa conftantly engaged*, cither in fo, b do^k- 
rcign wars, or expofed to.th^ rage of intcftinc ^ 
diOentions. < Sometimes it made the 
ingftates tremble for their fafety j but much more^ , 
frequently fuffered from the incurilons^ of thc^ 
northern people who ravaged it's pro\inccs. It was* 
equally the viftim of the weaknefs of federal ofr 
it’s princes, and of. the unboundei^/ambitlon 0^ 
tbqir favourites and minifters. The overbearing^ 
fpirit of the pontiffs undermined the power^ 
the thrgne, and their infolcnce brought both 
laws, and^rcligion, into difgracc. Anarchy and. 
tyranny followed each other fb clofc, that cycr^j 
the moft fanguinc pcrfgns dcfpaircd of feeing bet-* 
tcc:.jtiracs. 'fhe glorious sera of Charlemagne's^; 
govcrnipcnt was only a tran^ent gleam of li§huj 
As his great afUons were the effeft of his genius, f 
and not in the Icaff owen to the inducncc of any, 
good inftituilons j after his death, affairs returned ‘ 
to that ftatc of confufion from which they had^ 
been retrieved by his fattier Pepin, and more-par-, 
ticularly by bls^ own endeavours. The -French., 
monarchy, the limits of which he trad cj^tended, 
too far, was divided. One of his grandfons, to . 
whom Germany was allotted, obtained alfo Bata- ^ 
via, to which the Normans, in their cxcurfions 
had lately given the name of Holland., 

In the beginning of the tenth century, tlie- 
German branch of the Carlovinians became cx- 
tinft. The other princes of France having nei- 
ther the courage nor power to affert their rights, 
the Gcruians cafily difengaged thcmfclvcs from a.~ 
foreign >QUe. Tliofc of the nation, who, by vir- • 
tuc of 3 delegated power from the monarch, go- 
verned the five circles of w bich the /late was com- . 
pofed, chofc n chief out of their own body, 'rhis . 
chief, fearing lell thefs powcefut men might be. 

I . • tempted 
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BOO Ktcniptcd to* throw off their dependence, if any fc-* 
. . vcrercondittbns ueic required of them, contented • 
* himfelf with their fidelity and homage, and ex-^ 
a£tcd only fuch'‘feTvi<^s as they were compelled 
to by the feudal lav-s. ' i 

'“At this memorable junflure, the counts of, 
Holland, whp, as well as the reft of the provincial 
chiefs, had hitherto cxerciled a precarious and^ 
dependent authority, obtained the fame rights as 
the other great vaffals ol Germany: and as they ^ 
afterwards enlarged their territories by conqueff, " 
niarriages, and grants from the^einperors, they in \ 
time became totally independent' of the empire./ 
They were not equally fuccefsful m their unjufl:* 
attempts agamff the public liberty.- Their fub- 
jc£ls were not to fac intimidated by force, feduced'. 
by flattery, or corrupted by profufion. War and' 
peace, taxes, laws,' and treaties were managed by 
the three united powers of the count, the nobles, ^ 
and the towns. The republican fpint ftill pre- 
vailed in the nation, when, by fomc extraordinary 
events, it fell under the dominion of the houfc of 
Burgundy, the power of whicli, though before 
conlidcrablcj was greatly flrcngthencd by this 
union. ■> i 

Ti'ose who had the f.»gacity to invcfligatc 
probabilities,' forefaw, ihai.ihis ifate, which was 
tornied as it were by the gradual accretion of many 
others, would one day be of great weight in tho ‘ 
political fyftcm of Europe. The genius of u’s 
inhabitants, iP> advantigcou^ fiiuation, and it's 
real ftrengih, adordeJ a uioft’ certain profpe^t of 
ids future grtatnefi. Thcfc projcQsr and expec- 
tations, which were juft upon the point of’bciug 
■fulfilled, wr/i* by an 

though It happens every da\,* never fails to baffle 
the dcfigns of ainbiuoii.N Ihc male hnc in that 
* houfc 
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lioufc became cxtinfl:; and Afcry, who was foie BOOK 
heirefs to U*s dominions, by her marriage m 
1477, transferred to the houfe of Ailftria the ad- 
vantages that had been gained by fcvcrul fuccefs* 
ful ftrugglcs, a variety of intrigues, add feme ads 
of injuuicc. ‘ s 

.At ihissra, fo famous in hiftory, each of. the 
fcvcntccn provinces of the Low Countries had. 
particular laws, cxtcnfivc privileges, and almoft 
a diftind government of it*s own. The excellent 
principle of union, which equally contributes to 
the welfare and fccurity both of empires and re- 
publics, was univcrfally dlfrcgardcd. The people 
having been, from time immemorial, accullomcd . 
to this date of confufion, had no idea that ft was 
poffible to enjoy a more rational form of admini- 
dration. This prejudice wj^s of fo long a (land- ' 

'ng, fo generally adopted, and fo firmly cftablifli- ^ 
ed, that Maximilian, 'Philip, and Charles, the 
three Auftrian princes who firfl inherited the do- 
minions of the houfe of Burgundy, thought it 
prudent not to attempt any innovations •They 
llattcrcd thcmfclves, that fomc, happier conjunc- 
ture might enable their fucceflbrs to execute with 
fafety a plan, which they could not even atiempt 
without danger. 

At this time a great change was preparing inRifeofthe 
the minds of men in Europe. The revival 
letters, the extenfion of commerce, the invention 
of printing, and the difeovery of the compafs, 
brotight on themra when human rcafon was to 
Ihakc off the yoke of fomc of thofc prejudices' 
wiiicU had gained ground in the barbarous ages. 

T'ue mtclligcnt parr of the world were for the 
mod part cured of the Uomilh fupcrfiitions. They 
were difgulUd at the abufc the popes made of' 
their authority *, the contributions they raifed upon ' 

. VoL. I. P * the 
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B o O K the people j the falc of mdulgenccs ; and more 
. . particularly at thofc abfurd refinements with which 

they had difguifed the plain religion of Jefus 
Chrift. .4 < * 

' But thefe difeerning people were not the firfi 
who attempted a revolution. This honour was 
jreferved for a turbulent monk, whofc barbarous 
eloquence rouzed the northern nations. The moft 
enlightened men of the age contributed to unde- 
ceive the reft. Some ol the European princes 
embraced the reformed religion ; others held com- 
munion with the church of Rome, The former 
found no difficulty in bringing over their fub- 
jcfls to their opinions; while the latter had much 
difficulty to prevent theirs from embracing the 
new doclrirtcs. • 'Ehey had recourfe to a variety 
of meafurcf, which were too often purfued with 
rigour j and thc' fpirit of fanaticifm, which had 
deftroyed the Sazons, the Albigcnfcs, and the 
Huffites, was revived. Gibbets were creded, 
and fires kindled again, to check the progrefs of 
the new dodrinc. ^ 5 , . u 


No fovcrcign was Ib ready to make ufe of thefe 
expedients as Philip II, His tyranny was felt in 
every pait of his cxtenfiyc monarchy ; fanaticifm 
prompted him to pcrfccuic thofc who fell under 
ihc' dcnommaiion of hcrciics or infidels. The 
Low Countries were more particularly the feat of 
ihcfc cruelties ; and millions of citizens were con- 
demned to the fcaffold. The people revolted ; 
and the fame fccnc was renewed which the Vene- 
tians had difplaycd lo the %vorId many ccnturici, 
bciorc, when flying from oppreffion, and finding 
no retreat upon land, they lought an afylum upon 
the paters. Seven fmall provinces lying on the 
northern fide of Brabant and Flanders, winch were 
rather overflowed than watered by large rivers. 
- . anJ 
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and-oftcn co\crcd by the fca, the violence ofB O o K. 
which was with dilHcuUy retrained by dikes ; 
having no wealth but fuch as arofc from a few 
pahurc lands, and a iitile hilling; formed one of 
the richeft and inoft powerful republics in the 
world; which may, perhaps, be alfo confidcred 
as the model of commercial Aates. 1 he firll clForis 
of this united people had not the defired fuccefs j 
but though they were frequently defeated, vic- 
tory at length declared hfclf ior them. The 
Spanifii troops they had to encounter, were the 
bed in Europe, and at firft gained fcvcral advan* 
tages. . But by degrees the new republicans reco- 
vered their lolfes. They rcliAed with firmnefs } 
and gaining experience from their own mifear- 
rlagcs, as well as from the example of their cnc-* 
mies, they at length became their fuperiors in the 
art of war : and the ncccflity they lay under of 
diipuling every inch of. ground in fo confined a 
country as Holland, gave them opportunities of 
improving the art of fortifying a country or a 
town in the beft manner. 

The weak ftatc of Holland,' at 'it^s firfl rife, 
obliged it to feck for arms and alfiflancc from 
every quarter where there was any profpcfl of ob- 
taining them. . It granted an afylum to pirates of 
all nations, with a view of employing them 
againA the Spaniards; and tht^ was the founda- 
tion of it's naval ftrength. Wife laws, an ad“ 
rairablc regularity, a conAitution which preferved 
equality among manUnid, an excellent police, and 
a fpttit of toleration, foon crefted this republic 
into a powerful Aaic, In the )car 1590* the 
Hollanders ,m9rc than once humbled the pride of 
the Spanifii tlag.^ They had already eflabliflied 
a kind of trade, thcmoA foUablc that could be 
to their fuuaiion. Their \c 0 cU were cmplojcd, 

' Pa as 
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S op theyarc ‘flDl; in'cafir'ing the mcrch’andifc of 
— one nation to another/ The Hahfc Towns, and 
fomc towns hi Italy were in pofleffion of this car- 
rying trade’; and, the' Hollanders,' in competition 
with them’, by their frugality' foort gained the ad- 
vantage. _ Their Aips of war prbtcfted their. mer- 
chantmen. ' Their merchants grew'ambitious*^ of 
extending their^ commerce,' and' got the trade of 
Lilbori into' their hands,, vvhere they purchafed 
Indian'goods,’ which they fold '^again’ to^'all the 

Hates of Europe. ‘ ‘ 

Philip II. having made himfcif maftcV’of Por- 
tugal, forbad his nevWubjecls, in 1594, to" hold 
any corrcfpondencc with his enemies,' . 'This arbi- 
tra^ prince did not forefee that ' this prohibition, 
which 'he thought niuft'weakcn’thc Hollanders, 
would in fa£t render them more formidable. Had 
not' thcfe'‘difcerhing navigators been'- excluded 
from a'port, upon which the whole fuccefsbf their 
naval cntcrprilcs depended, ' there is rcafon to be- 
lieve, that .they would have contented thcmfclvcs 
with thc’largc commercb they carried'oh in the 
European fcas, without thinking of failing to* 're- 
moter climates. ' But as it was irapdffiblc to pre— . 
' ihc''produ6lions of the 

Hicy were forced' to go beyond' a fphcrc 
which was, perhaps^ too confined for a fituation 
like thcir’s j and rcfolvcd to' fccU thcfe riches at 
.the fountainhead."" . ' 


appeared lb be the' beft plan to fit out fliips, 
ih»iu.i- fend them to India:’ but ‘the Hollanders 
to, wanted pilots who were acquainted witlftlic fcas, 

• faflorswho iindcrftood the commerce of 'Afia. 
Incy were alanncd at the danger of’making long 

.voyages, where 'ihc enemy wai 'mailer of the 
coails, and *of having their vclTcIs" intercepted 

• during a paflhgc'of fix thoufand leagues. It was 

judged 
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judged more advifcablc to attempt the difeovery book 
of a paSage to Chma and Japan through the . 
northern fcas, which would be a fliortcr, as well 
as a more fafe voyage. The Englifli had made 
the attempt In vain ^and the Hollanders renewed 
it with no better fuccefs. 

While they were engaged in this enterprife, 
Cornelius Houtman, a merchant of that nation, a 
man of fagaciiy, and of a daring fpirit, being de- 
tained at Lilbon for debt, ga>c the merchants at 
Amftcrdain to undcrfland, that if they would 
procure his enlargement, he would communicate 
to them many difcovcrics he had uiiidc, whicli 
might turn to their advantage. He had in fact 
' intormed himfclf of every particular relating to 
'the paffa^c to India,' and the manner of'earrying 
'on trade in thofe parts. His propofals were ac- 
cepted, and his debts difebarged. ,‘Thc informa- 
tion he gaye proving anfwerablc to the expefia- 
lions he had railed, thofe who had relcafcd him 
from bis confinement, fprpied an aflbeiation un- 
ucr the name of the Company of difiant Coun- 
tries, and in the year 1595 gaic him the com- 
mand of four vcflcls, to condufl to India by the 
Cape of Good Hope, 

Thb principal objcfk'of this voyage was to ob- 
ferve the coalls, the inhabitants^ and the trade of 
different places, keeping clear, as much as pof- 
fible, of the Portuguefe rctticmcnts. Houiman 
reconnoitred the coaffs of Africa and Brazil; 
made feme flay at Aladagalcar, touched at the 
Waldi\ cs, and vifiicd the illands of Sunda ; where 
finding the country abounding in pepper, he 
bought a quantity of it, together with fome 
others of the moft valuable fpice^. His prudence 
procured him an alliance with the principal fove- 
jcignsof Java; but the Portuguefe, notwithftand- 
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B o o K as they arc ftil!, in carry'ing the incrchandifc of 
^ one nation to another. The Hanfc Towns, and 
fotnc towns in Italy, were in polTefEon of this car* 
tying trade : and the Hollanders/ in competition 
■with them, by their frugality foon gained the ad- 
vantage. Their Ihips of war protected their mer- 
chantmen. Their merchants grew ambitious of 
extending their commerce,' and got the trade of 
Liftjon into their hands^ where they purchafed 
Indian goods, which they fold again to all the 
Hates of Europe. ^ ^ ^ 

Philip II. having made himfclf maftcr of Por- 
tugal, forbad liii new fubjefts, m 1594, to hold 
any correfpondence with his enemies, This arbi- 
trary pnnee did not forcfccthat this prohibition, 
which he thought niuft weaken the Hollanders, 
would in faft render them more Formidable. Had 
not thefe difcerning navigators been'- excluded 
from a port, upon which ihc whole fuccefs of their 
naval cnicrprifcs depended, there is rcafon to be- 
lieve that they would ha>e contented thcmfcivcs 
■with the large commerce they carried on m the 
European fcas^ without thinking of failing to re- 
moter climates. But as it was impoffiblc to pre- 
? *bcir trade without the produflions of the 
were forced to go beyond a fpherc 
which was, perbap’s, too confined for a fituation 
hkc thcir's j and rcfolvcd to feck ihcfe riches at 
the fountain head. 


be the beft plan to fit out fliips, 
iheiS^ fend them to India: but ihe Hollanders 
lanJertio wanted pilots who \.crc acquainted with the fcas, 
yd faflorswho underftood the commerce of Afia. 
incy were alarmed at the danger of making long 
voyages, where the enemy was niaflcr of the 

yalls, and of ha\ing thetr \ click intercepted 
uring a pjflbgc ol 11 % thoufand leagues. It was 

judged 
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iudRcd more advifciblc to attempt, the fifcovctyB O p K . 
of a paffaRe to China and Japan through 

. r, a t • _t. t J ^ Jl.nvtor vvrii • 


or a panage lo v-iuma o - 

northern fcas, which would be a Aior^r, as wcU 

as a more fafe voyage.- The Enghlli had made 
the attempt in vain i^and the Hollanders. rcncneil 
it with ho better fuccefs. ,, ’ ■ 

While they were engaged m this enterpriU, 
Cornelius' Houtmah, a merchant of that nation, a 
man of fagacity; and of a daring fpirit, being dc-- 
tainedat Lilbon for debt, gave the merchants a 
Amllcrdain to underlland, that if they wpu d 
procure his enlargement, he would communicate 
m them many difcovcrics he 
inight turn to their advantage. He had m laU 
informed himfelfof every particular . 

the paffage to india, aiid.the manner of carrying 
on tffin thofeparts.; Hie ?<\Xma: 

cented an'd his debts difcharged. ; The ,mlorma- 

P'-fed'®thofc'rtVhrd ^reaS'htn 

f hwifiiement 'tmrf ^n affocialidh un- 
ger th« "com^lny hf dihant ,C6um 
tries, and' in theyear ,159s gave him the com- 
mand offour veffcls, to conduft to India by the 
Cape of Cbod.Hppc. . ‘ ' t ’ f, 

■ The principal objea of this voyage was to ,ob- 
fei-vc the coails', the inhabitants, and the trade ot 
different places, licepihg clcar,;as'rauch as pof- 
fiblc, bftbc Portugocrc fctticmcnts. Houtraau 
reconnoitred the coaffs of Africa, and Brazil; 
made' fomc hay at Madagafcar, touched at the 
Maldives, and vifiicd’the iQands of Sunda : . where 
'findirie the country abounding in pepper,' he 
bou-ht a quantity of it, together. with fpiuc 
othc°rs of the moll valuable fpiccs,. .His prudcncq 
' procured him an alliance with the principal' fovc- 


ntocured mm an aiiiaiicc wu.. 

i?igns of Java ; but thcPqrtugucfe, notwithaand. 
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^ ^jP ^ were hated, pnd had no fcttlcmcnt upon 
t. — ^ — _■ ifland, created him fonlc enemies Having 
got the better m Tome {kirimnics he was una- 
voidably engaged ip, he returned with his finall 
fquadron toHoilind, where, though he brought 
Jiitlc wealth, he raiied mpeh expe^ation^ He 
brought back along with him fome negroes, 
Chinele, and inliabitants of Malabar, a young 
natj\ c of Malacca, a Japmefe, and Abdul, a pilot 
of the Guzara'j a man of great abilities, and per» 
feflly well acquainted with the coaft of India 
Tub account guep byHoutman, and the dif* 
Goven^s made m the courfc of the voyage, en- 
couraged the merchants of Amilerdam to form 
t^hcplanof a retdement at Java, which, at the 
fame time that jt would throw the trade of pepper 
into their hands, place them near the idands that 
produce mpre valuable fpiccs, and facilitate their 
communication with China and Japan, would fis 
them at a diftance from the center of that Eu^ 
fopcan power, which they had the moll reafon tp 
dread in India Van Neele, who, in 1598, was 
fent upon this important expedition with eight 
vcflcls, arrived at the jfland of Java, where he 
Jound the inhabitants unfavourably difpofed to- 
wards his nation They fought and ncgociated 
by turns Abdul the pilot, the Chmefe, and, 
above all, the hatred^that prevailed againft the 
ortuguefe, proved of fervicc to the Dutch. 
Ihey were permitted to trade, and, m a Ihorf 
time, fitted out four veOels laden with a quantity 
of Ipiccs, jnd fome linens The admiri, with 
the reft of his fleet failed to the Moluccas, where 
forr^Th natives of the country had 

anf^ thnr fh to abandon' fome places, 

tnn„ f only- waned for a favourable oppor- 

tunity of expelling them from tie reft He efta- 

bhilted 
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blifhcd faftoncs in fevcra\ of tlicfc iflands, entered book 
into a treaty with feme of the foycrcigns, and re- . 
turned to Europe loaded with riches. 

•V It is impoffibic to deferibe the joy that pre- 
vailed at his return. The fuccefs of his voyage 
raifed a frcfii emulation. Societies were formed 
in moft of the maritime and trading towns in the 
Low Countries. Thefe aiTociations foon became 
fo numerous, that 'they proved detrimental to 
each other; for the rage of purchafing, raifed the 
value of commodities to an exorbitant degree in 
India; and the necefllty of felling them, made 
them bear a low price in Europe. They were on 
thepointof being ruined by their own efforts, and 
by the want of power in each of them to rcfifta 
formidable enemy, fully bent upon their dellruc- 
tion, when the gosernmem, which is fometimes 
wifer than individuals, opportunely Hepped In to « 
their affiftancc. * • , 

In i6oa the (latcs-gcnctal united thefe different EfUbiifli- 
focictics into one body, to which they gave the 
name of the Eaft India Company. It was inverted Company, 
with authority to make peace or war with the 
callcrn princes, to creft forts, chufc it*s own 
governors, maintain garrifons, and nominate offi- 
cers for the conduft of the police, and the admi- 
nirtration of juftice, 

, This company, which had no parallel in'anti- 
qmty, and was the pattern of all fuccccding fo. 
cTcties of the fame kind, began with great advan- 
tages. The private affociations which had been 
prcvioufly formed, proved of Ictvicc to it by their 
misfortunes, and even by their mirtakcsC The 

contributed to make all the branches of trade 
perfcdly underrtood ; to form many officers and 
featnen ; and to encourage ctcizens of repute to 
undertake 
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® ® P K yndcrlakc tlicfc foreign expeditions ; perfons only 
* — cftimatlon or fortune having been expofed' 
in the firft voyages. ■ - : t . ' 

So many^united affiftanccs could not fail of be- 
ing improved to advantage, when profccuied with 
vigour j / and, accordingly, < the ■ new • company 
fppp acquired a conGderable degree of power. It 
' was a new ftatc,' crc£lcd wiihin-thc ftatcitfcif, 
wnch -enriched it, and increafed it's ftrength 
abroad j but might, In time,' weaken the influence 
of the dcmocratical principle, 'which infpircs the 
love' of equality and occonomy,' of- the laws, and 
pf one's own countrymen. • 

■ Soon after it's cftablifliment,- the Company 
fitted out for India* fourteen flilps'-and- fomc‘ 
yachts, under the command of Admiral Warwicki 
Vhoni the Hollanders look upon as tlic founder 
of their commerce, and of.thcir powerful colonies 
in the caft. He built a faftory in the ifland of 
' Java, and fccured it by fortifications j he Hkewife 
built- another in. the territories of the king 'of 
Jolmr j’.and formed alliances with fevcral princes 
m'Bengal. He bad' frequent engagements with 
the Poriugucfc, in wWch he bad almoft always 
the advantage; In thofe parts where the Portu- 
guefe had appeared in the charafler of merchants 
onlyi he found it ncccffary. to' remove the preju- 
ptces they had raifed againft his countrymen, 
whom they had reprefemed as -a fet of banditti, 
avowed enemies to all regal authority, aqd ad- 
d«acd to every kind of .vice. The behaviour of * 
Portugucfcl fo'on'conr 
'h'iA *1 j people of Afia,'which of thefe nations 
riUtv A f?”* jS® over the other in point of- mo- 

(wo powers^' '•'''f 
’ ■ -|-Iow 
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_[qw' great rauft have been the aftoninimcntB o o K 
of. the? Indians, at the fight of thefc con« . ^ 

tefts ? What joy muft have filled their hearts, 
when they faw their tyrants mutually bene upon 
each othet^s dcftruClion? With what, tranfports 
of gratitude mull they not have blefled that pro- 
vidence, that was avenging the evils they had 
fuftalncd? And how far muft.-not their hopes 
have been parried, while thc^blood that was fpjit 
on each fide of them, was either that of 'an op- 
preffor, orof ancnemy?t ^ 

Tits Portoguefc had op their, fide the advan-w^i*?. 
tage of a thorough knowledge of thefe Teas j they 
were accuftomed to the climate, and bad the allill-ersaJ^t ' 
ance of fcveral nations, which, though they hated Portu- 
them, were compelled through fear to fight 
their tyrants. ; The Hollanders were animated 
by the urgent fenfe of their neccllitlcs;' by the 
hope of procuring .an abfolutc and Jafting inde- 
pendency, which was ftiU difputcd with, them'} 
by the ambition of cftabhlhing avail commerce 
upon the ruins,of that of -their old mailers j and 
by a hatred which a difference in' religious opi- 
nions had rendered, implacable. Thefc paflions, 
at the fame time that they iafpired all the aflivity, 
llrength,<and pcrfcvcrancc nccclTary for the cxct 
cution of their grejt / defigns, did not prevent 
them from taking their meafures with precaution, 

Their humanity and honefty attached the people 
to their caufc ; and many qf them foon declared 
againll their anejenLoppreflIars. . ; 

‘ The Hollanders wero continually fepding over 
frelh coionitls,. lhips,'and troops, while the Por-r 
tuguefe were left Nyiihout any forces but their own. 

Spain did not fend them any fleets of merchant? 
men, or grant them the protcilion of the fquadron 
y/hich had hitherto been kept in India} fl)c net, 

thcr 
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BOOK thcr repaired their places of ftrengih, or renewed 
_ _ their garnfons. It fhould feera that file wanted to 

humble her new fubje£ls, whom flic thought not 
• fo fubiniffi\c/3s might be. wifiicd, and to perpe- 
tuate her authority by expofing them to repeated 
misfortunes. She proceeded fiill further ; and to 
prevent Portugal from having any rcfourccs in 
hfelf; flic feized upon it^s inhabitants, and fent 
, them to Italy,' Flanders, and other countries 
w here flic was at war. i / • - ' 

Notwithstand/ng this, the fcalc continued 
even for a long rime, and the fueccis was various 
on both fides. Nor is this in the lealTc furprifing. 
The Portuguefe,' on their arrival in India, had 
* nothing to encounter 'at fca but a few weak vef- 
fels, ill built, ill armed, and ill defended ; nothing 
by land but efieminate men, voluptuous princes, 
and daftardly haves: whereas thofc who came to 
wreft the feeptre of Alia out of their bands, had 
veficls to board of the fame conftruftion as their 
own; regular fortrefies to aflault, and Europeans 
to conquer and fubdue, who were grown haUghty 
by a long fcries of victories, and by being the 
founders of an unmenfu empire. ‘ • i 

The time was now come, when the Portu* 
guefe were to expiate their perfidy, their rob- 
beries, and their cruelties : and the prediftion of • 
one of the. kings ofPerfia was fulfilled, who alk- 
Ing an ambaflador juft, arrived at Goa,"^ how many 
governors his maftcr had beheaded fince the efia- 
blifiiracni ol hts power in India ? received for 
anfwcr. None at all. So much the ivcrfet replied 
the monarch ; bh autboniy cannot bs cf hn^ dura* 
iton in a country where fo many cf culragi and 
barbarity arc cemnnttsd, 

Ij does not, however, appear, in the courfc of 
this war, that th? Hollanders poflerfled that daring 

rathne^s, 
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rafhnefs, that unfliakcn intrepidity, which ha^ B o o Kl 
marked the enterprifes of the Portuguefc ; hue* 
there was a confiftency and an unremitting perfe-^’**"''" * 
verance obfervable in all their defigns. Often re-‘ 
pulled, bur never difcouraged, 'they, renexred, 
their attacks with frcfli forces, and with bcttec 
concerted meafures. ‘ 'nicyncvcr expofed them- 
felves to the hazard of a total defeat. Jf^ in any 
engagement, their flrips had fuffered, they re- 
treated; andas'thelr condant objei^was never to 
lofc light of their commercial intereft, the van- 
quiflied fleet, while it was repairing on the coafls 
belonging to foine of the Indian princes, pur- 
chafed merchandife there^ and returned to Hol- 
land.' By this method the’ company acquired a 
new fund, which enabled them to undertake frclh 
enterprifes. ' If the Hollanders did not always 
perform great a^iions, they never attempted u(c« 
icfs ones, 'fhey had neither the pride nor the 
vain.glory of the Portuguefc, who had frequently 
engaged m war, rather perhaps through the love 
of fame than of power. The Hollanders fleadily 
purfued their firlf plan, without fullering them- 
Iclvci to be diverted from it either by motives of 
revenge, or ruinous projcQs of conqueft. ' 

In the ^ycar itfoi they endeavoured, and in 
tdoy they renewed the attempt, to open a comi 
muuication with the ports belonging 'to the vaft 
empire of China, which,* at that time, was cau- - 
tious of admitting ftrangers. ‘The Portuguefc 
foundhncansf ‘by bribery, and the intrigues of, 
their miflionarics, to get the Hollanders excluded, 
UlheyrrJbJvrd io extorj Jy ihrcc what the/ rouid 
not obtain by treaty, and determined to intercept 
the vclicls belonging to rheChinefe. This plratU 
cal proceeding did not anfwcr their expeSations, 

A Portuguefc fleet failed from Macao to attack 


zto 
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BOOK ilic pirates who thought proper to retire. The. 
, inequality of their numbers^ the inipoffibility of 

refitting in feas where thcYhadno fhelter, and the, 
fear of difgracing their natipn in the eyes of a- 
great empire, whofc good opinion it was their^ 
intcreft to preferve ; all tUefc conCdcrations deter- 
mined them to decline the fight : but this was 
only for a fliort time. i 

Some years after, the Hollanders laid fiege to a 
place, of the importance of which they had gained 
information. The enterprife did not fucceed ; 
but as they never loft any advantage that could be . 
obtained by their armaments, they fent that which 
they had euiployed againft Macao to form a co- 
lony m the Pifcadore-iflcs. Thefc are rocks 
where no water U to be had in dryfeafons, and no 
provlfions at any time. Thefe inconvenienciest 
were not counterbalanced by any folld advan- 
tages, becaufe the people of the neighbouring 
continent were forbidden, on the fpvcreft pchaN 
licsj to hold any corrcfpondence with ftrangers 
who might become dangerous fo near tho coafis. 
The Hollanders had determined to abandon a 
fettlcmcnt which they dcfpaircd of making ufcful, 
when, in the'^ear i6a4» they were jnyited to fix 
at Formofa, and'had aifurances given them lliat 
the Cbinefc merchants would be allowed full hj 
berty to go there and trade with them- 
The Hoi- This ifiand, though it lies oppofiie to the pro* 

Fokicn, at the difiancc of only thirty 
tiemwiai leagues from the coaft, was not fubjefl to the 
Formoia. dominion of the Chmefe, whofe genius dpes no^ 
incline them to conqueft, and who, through a 
humane and ill.judged policy, would rather fufif 
fer a deercafe of population, than tranfplant thew 
fupernumerary fubje^ to the neighbouring coun- 
tries. Vprmofa w^s found to be a hundred and 
l thirty 
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\hUty Qr forty leagues in drcamfcrcnce^ It*s in- book 
habitants, to judge from their manocraand ap-*' n. ” 
pc;;irance, feemed lobe dcfccndcd from the 'rartars ' — 
in the moft northern part of AGn and prohubly!: 
found their way through the country of Corea*. 

They lived, chicily by fiffiiiig and hunting, and 
fcarce wore any covering. < .. , 

Tub Hollanders, having without difficulty in- 
formed thcmfelvcs of every particular that pru- 
dei:\cc fuggefted, thought it molb advifcablc to 
their fettlcmcnt on a fmall lOand that lay con- 
tiguous to the larger one. This fituation. afforded 
them three cpnndcrable-advaniagcsj.an cafy de- 
fence, if hatred or jeaJoufy lliould incUna their 
neighbours, to moleft them y the convenience of a 
harbour formed by the two iflands } and the faci- 
lity of maintaining’ a lafe communicadon-with 
China*' during, the monfoons: advantages,* which 
they could not have ' found in any other po/itioh 
they might have chofen.- ^ . ? 

The new colony, infcnfibly gained. (Ircngth 
without attracting any notice, till it rofc at once 
to a. degree 'of'confcqucncc that afionifhed* ali 
Afia. ' This uncxpcClcd. profperity was owen tp 
the conqudfl of China by the Tartars, t Thus it is 
that torrents' enrich the vallics with the florcs they 
carry down from the defolated mountains. Above 
a hundred thoufand Cbioefc, who rcfolved not to 
fubtait to the conqueror; fled for refuge ro For- 
mofa. They brought along with them that in- 
duftry which is peculiar to their charaflcr, the 
manner of cultivating, rice and fugsx, and attradi- 
cd an infinite number of vcficis from their own 
nation. In a fhort time the ifland became the 
center of all the correfpondcncc that was carried 
on between Java, Siam, thc,J^hiUppinc iflands, 

China, Japan, and other eountiles and in a few 

years 
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BOOK years was confidered as the moft confidcrablc mart 
^ India* The Hollanders flattered thcmfelves 

the prorpeflof flili greater advantages, when 
fortune deceived their cxpctkations. 

A Chin£SE, named Equam, of obfeure birth, 
whofe turbulent dirpofltlon had made him turn 
pirate, had attained, by the fuperiority of his ta- 
lents, to the rank of high-admira). He defended 
his country againft the Tartars for a confidcrablc 
time, but feeing his maftcr obliged to fubinir, he 
endeavoured to make terms for hlmfclf with the 
conquerors. He was decoyed to Pekin, where 
ke was fci2ed, and condemned by the ufurper to 
perpetual imprifonment, in which he is fuppofed 
to have died of poifon. Coxinga faved himfelf 
on board his father’s fleet, vowed eternal enmity 
to the opprcflbrs of hU family and country,* and 
concluded that he fhould be able to take the fe- 
vereft revenge upon them, by making hlmfclf 
mailer of Formofa. He made a defeent upon it, 
and the miniflcrHambroeck was taken prifoner 
in the attack, ' ‘ , 

• Hamuroeck, being appbintcd*wilh fomc other 
prifoners to be fent to the fbrt of Zealand to pre- 
vail with his countrymen to capitulate, called to 
mind the example of Rcgulus ; he exhorted them 
to be firm, and ulcd every argument to perfuade 
them, that if they flrcnuoufiy perfevered, they 
^^ould oblige the enemy to retire. The garrifon 
being aware that this generous man would, on his 
return to the camp, fall a facnficc to his magna- 
nimity, ufed their utmolt efforts to detain him. 
Their rcmonllrances were fcconded by the ten- 
dcrcit roricitations of two of his daughters, who 
were in the citadel. His anfwcr was, / haic 
pledged my honour to return to my unjinsment \ lb(/ld 
^yfclf obliged to ferform my promife. My memory 
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Jhall Kt',er bifiW.-J u;/i lU reprcacb, that, cut cfn OO li 
rmrJ to mj cuii Joftt}, I ccas tic caufe cffc-.crcr — ^ — , 
treatment i cr perhaps cf death, to the con.panicns cj _ . 

nymisfcrtwe^ Alter thU heroic fpcech he calm- 
ly returned to the Chinefe camp, and the fiegc 

^^NoTWiTHSTAKDiKG the foruficatlons wcfc in 
a bad condition, and the fort iJl-ftored with am- 
niunitlon and protifions; notttithftanding the 
Rwrlfon v.as \\caU, and the fuccours fent to at- 
tack the enemy had retreated v^ith difgrace, 

Co>ct the governor made an obftinatc dclcnce. 

In the beginning of the year 16^2, being forced 
to capitulate, he repaired to BataN'ta, uhcrc his 
fuperiors had rccourfe to thofc iniquitous flatc- 
intrigucs which are frequently praftifed in all go- 
\crnmenls. They degraded him, in order to 
prevent any fufplcion that the lofs of fo important 
a fcttlctncnt had been owen to their own folly, or 
negligence. The attempts made, to .recover it, 
proved unfucccfsfuU and the Hollanders were at 
laft reduced to the necctlity of carrying on a trade 
vrilh Canton on the fame conditions, and under 
the fame rcftrlftions as other nations. 

It mav appear fomewhat lingular, that fince 
the V ear 1683, when Tormofa fell underthe domi- 
nion of China, no Europeans base ever attempt- 
ed to form an) fettlcmcnt there, upon theTamc 
conditions at leaft, as that of the Portugnefe at 
Macao. But bcfidcs that the fufpiclous temper of 
ilic nation to which that ifland belongs, gives no 
room to expeft fuch an indulgence from them, 
one mav venture to pronounce that fuch an cn- 
icrnnfc* would be a bad one. Formofa was ^ 
piece ol importance only fo long as the Japanefe 
had a commumcalion with it, and fo long as it’s 
orodUvC was a’^owed a free importation into Japan. 

“ Tuis 
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BOOK This empire of Japan Uad given refuge in the 

, year 1600 to fomc Hollanders whd had been flnp- 

TradT^ wiccl cdonthc iHandof Bango but it was not till 
1609, that It receued fomc fliips of the Dutch 
Eaft India company ^ 

About a century before this, the government 
of Japan had been changed A magnanimous 
people had been made furious by a tyrant Tlay- 
cofama, who from a foldicr became a general, 
and from a general an emperor, bad ufurped tlie 
whole power, and abolilhed all the rights of the 
people Having ftrippcd the Dairo of the little 
remains of Ins authority* he had reduced all the 
petty princes ol the country under his fubje£lion« 
lyranny is arrived at it's height when u cftabliftics 
dcfpotifin by law Taycofama went ftill further, 
and confirmed it by fanguinary laws. His civil 
legiflaiion was aSually a code ot criminal profccu- 
tions, exhibiting nothing but fcafiTolds, punifli- 
ment:>, criminals, and executioners 
Thb Japanefc, alarmed at this profpeft of fla- 
very, had recourfe to arras. Torrents of blood 
were Ihcd throughout the ’'empire , and though 
liberty might be fuppofed to be fupenor m cou* 
rage to tyranny, the latter triumphed over it, and 
became Rill more ferocious, when animated by 
the fpint of revenge An inqmfuion, public as 
well as private, difmaycd the citizens, they be- 
came fpics, informers, accufers, and enemies to 
each other An error in the adminiflration of 
the police, was conRrued into a crime agamft the 
Rate, and an unguarded cxprcllion, was made 
high treafon Piofecution affumed the chara£ler 
of Icgi/latioit Hirec fucccfluc generations were 
doomed to welter m their own blood , and rebel 
parents gi>c birth to a profenbed potlcnty 

Dt RING 
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During a whole century, Japan rcfembicd a n o o K 
dungeon filled with criminal^, or a place of exe- . ^ 

cution. The throne, which was raifed upoa the 
ruins of the altar, was furrounded with gibbets* 

The fubjefts were become as cruel as their tyrant* 

They fought, with a ftrangc avidity, to procure 
death, by committing crimes which were readily 
fuggefted under a dcfpotic government. For 
want of executioners, they punilhedthemfclves for 
the lofs of liberty, or revenged thcmrclvcs of ly* 
ranny, by putting an end to their own exigence. 

To enable them to face death, and to afiift tlicni 
in fuffcringitjthcy derived new courage from that 
fyflem of chriHianity, which the Fortuguefe had 
introduced among them. , 

Thl opprcllions the japanefe laboured undcr^ 
afforded an opportunity for the- profeflbrs of this 
new worfhip.to make uumcrous profclyics* ^ The 
millionaries wlio preached a fullering ■religion, 
were ndened to with attention. ’ In vain did the 
doftrinc of Confucius try to gain reception among 
a people who bordered upon China. 'Hiis doc« 
trine wasloofimple, and too rational for illanders, 

'whofc imagination, naturally reftlcfs, was flill more 
heated by the cruelties of the got eminent. Some 
erroneous tcnets.of Chriflianity, wliich bore a con. 
lidcrablc affinity to thofe of the Budzoifis, and 
the penances equally enjoined by the twofyflcms, 
procured the Portuguefc millionaries fevcral pro- 
id) ics. But fctiing afidc ibU rcfcmblancc, tlie 
japanefe would hate chofen to embrace ChrifU* 
aimy merely from a motive of hatred to the prince. 

If the new religion was liifcounicnanccd a: 
court. It could notjail to meet with a favourable 
reception in the fainihcs of the dethroned princes. 

It added frcfli fuel to their refentment: they were 
tund of a llrangc Cod whom the t)rant did not 

VoL I. * CL 
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H O O Klovc. Taycofama ruled with a rod of-iron, and 
. _^ perfecuted the^Chriftians as enemies to thcdatCi 
He proferibed the dofirines imported from Eu- 
rope, and this profeription made them ftrihe the 
deeper root. .Piles were kindlcdi and millions of 
'viftims threw thcmfcKcs into the flames. -The 
emperors of Japan tranfeended thofc of Rome in 
,the art of perfecting the Chriftians. ^'During the 
fpacc of forty .years tlicfcaflblds were Rained with, 
the innocent blood of martyrs. This piovcdthe 
feed of Chriftianiiy, and at thCifame time of fedi- 
tion. Near forty thdufand Chriftians in tlic king- 
dom or province of Arima toolc up arms, in the 
name and for the name of Chriftj .and defended 
themfelvcs withfuch fury, that not a finglc perfon 
furvived the daughter occafioned by pcrfecution.. 
The navigation, trade, and factories of thePor- 
tuguefe had fuftained themfelvcs during this great 
crifis.'' The government and the people had, 
however,' for a long time, been rdiflatisficd with 
themj they had mcurrcd.thc fufpicion of admini- 
, ftration by their ambition, by their intrigues, and 
perhaps by iheirTccrct confpiracics; and had ren- 
dered themfelvcs odious^to the people- by their 
avarice, their pride, and their treachcr}'., But as 
the habit oL purchaftng the mercantile articles 
they brought was now become’ general, and that 
thefc goods could not be obtained .through any 
channel, they weic not excluded from Japan 
till the end of the ycarit638; when other mcr- 
cnants were in a fttuation to fupply their place. 1. 

~ Hollanders, who had, for fome time, en- 
tered mlo competition with them, were not in- 
volved m the difgracc. As. ihcfc republicans had 
never mewn themfelvcs ambitious of interfering 
with the government; as they had fuSered their 
artillery to be employed againft the Chriftians; ai 
^ -<-* I -they 
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they T?erc at war wUh tfaclprofcribed nations; asB o o k 
their ftrength was not thoroughly known and they n . 
appeared to be referved, pliant, modert, and 
tircly devoted to commerce ; they were tolerated, 
though at the fame time they were fubjefted to 
great reftraints. Three years after^ whether it were 
that they became aftuated by therpirit of Intrigue 
and dominion, or, which is more probable, that 
no conduft whatever could prevent thc'Japanefe 
from harbouring fufpicions, they were deprived 
of the Jiberry and the privileges they cnjo)Td> t 

Ever fmcc the year 1641, they have been con- 
fined to the artificial liland of Difnla, raifed in 
the harbour of Nangafaque, and which has a com- 
jnumcation with the city bridge* As foon as they 
arrive, their fhips arc dripped, and their powder, 
mulkcts, fwords, guns, and even rudder, carried 
nfliorc* la ibis kind of imprifonment they are 
treated with a degree of contempt which is beyond 
conception ; and can tranfad no bafmcf& but with 
commiffaries appointed to regulate the price and 
the quantity of their mcrchandifc. It isfimpolfibic . 
that the tamcnefs with which they have endured 
this treatment more than a century, fiiouU not 
iiavc Icflcncd them In the eyes of a nation that is 
wiiucfs of it; and that the love of gain fhould 
have produced fuch an extreme infenfibdity to ini 
JuUs, without tarniflibg their ebarafter^ 
t European dolhs, filki, printed Imens, fugar, 
woods for dying, and feme fpiccs, chiefly pepper 
and elates, arc the articles carried to Japan- The 
ordinary returns were very confidcrablc at the 
tunc that an indefinite liberty of trade was allow edi 
^Vhcn It was^ fubjefted to rcftriflions, no more 
than three (hips were annually fitted out for Ba» 
tavia, and thefe were foon reduced to two. Since 
the lift twelve vearr, there arc even but one or 

two 
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BOOKtwo trifling cargoes fent alternately, whether jl 
be,' that the buyer has infifted upon this dimi-' 
nulion, or whcihct the feller may have been led 
to it by the little benefit arifing from this cbm* 
mercc. According to regulations made, all the 
articles together do not produce more than one 
million, one hundred thoufand livrcs*} but aU 
though thefe regulations may not polfibly be put 
rigoroufly. in force, ftiU it is affirmed’that the pro- 
fit, docs not exceed fifty thoufand livfcsf. ' It 
would be more confiderable, if’ the Dutch* were 
not 'Obliged to fend annually-lo the capital’ of 
the empire, ah ambaflador loaded with prefents. 
The payments 'ate made with >the bell fort of 
copper in’ the 'world,' which' is confumed in 
Bengal, on the coaft of Coromandel, and at Su^ 
rat ; they are alfo made with camphire, which is 
ufeddn Europe, after It has been purified at AvX» 
fterdam. — : . > - • ^ • > 

•’ The agents of the company arc'more foriunatfi 
than the company they ferve. Bv’nkind ofhofpi* ‘ 
tality peculiar to Japanj courtclans a^c given to 
them immediately- oh their’ arrival^ \?hoin-lbcy 
may keep till they go away ' again; Thefe girls 
arc not only devoted to'ihcir' pieafurcs, ' but' ajfd 
contribute to make 'thcif'’forluncs; 'fihcc' it is 
through their- means -'that* the tortoifc-fhcll, of- 
which th'c'Japancfc fabricate their moft efteemed 
jewels, is introduced intw the" country ; as likcwife 
the camphire of Sumatra^which being naturally 
|jerfe£k enough not to (land in need of the opera- • 
tion of fire, is'thougbt’ worthy ter be employed as 
incenfe..' '' - • 

• They receive in exchange a very "pure kind of 
galdf which, as well as the mcrchandifc, pafle^ 

• • * 4f,833V*-.8a, ’ 

' ■ ‘ t... . ' through 



IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. ' sag- 

through the hands of their miftrefles, whofc Ikill BOOK 
and probity, in this double negotiation, arc 
equally aticftcd. 

. The trade of the Chlncfc, who, except tlie IIol- . 
landers, arc the only foreigners admitted into the 
empire, Is not more extenfive than thcir*s, and 
fubjcficd to the fame rcflriftions. Ever fince the 
year i683 they are confined during the jcontinu- 
ance of the falc of their goods, without the walls 
of NangafaqUe, in a kind of prifon, which is 
divided into fcvcral huts, furrounded with a pali- 
fadc, and defended by a good ditch, and a guard 
placed at every avenue. Thefe precautions have 
been taken, in confequence pf a difeovery that 
feme works, in favour of Chriftianiiy, had been 
fold, together with books of phllofophy and mo* 
rality. The European imflionaries bad ordered 
feme people of Canton to circulate them, and tlie 
defire of gain betrayed them into a piece of chU 
cancry, which has been fcvcrcly puniihed. 

• It IS natural to fuppofc, that thofe who have 
changed the ancient government of the country 
into the mod arbitrary tyranny upon earth, would 
look, upon all intcreburfe with ftrangers as dan- 
gerous to their authority,. There is the more 
rcafon for this conjecture, as" the inhabitants arc 
all forbidden, on pain of death, to go out of thetv 
country. This rigorous edift is become the fun-' 
danichtal maxim of the empire. 

Thus the inhuman policy of the date has de- 
prived it of the only means of acquiring a milder 
temper, by foftening the national character. The 
Japauefc, ftcry as b'ls eVimate, and reittets as the 
ocean that furrounds him, required that the utinoft 
fcopc Ihould be given to his aftWity, which could 
only be done by encouraging a brilk trade,’ To 
prevent the neceffity of rellraining him by pumfli, 

rnemr, 
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BOOK mcnts, it was rcquifiic to keep him in cxcrcifc by 
. condant labour^ and (q allow his vivacity an. un- 
'■“‘"'''"“^•interrupted career abroad, wlicn it'vas in. danger 
^ of kindling the flantc-of fedilion at home. That 
cnerg) of mind which has degenerated into fana- 
ticifm, would have been improved into induftry ; 
pontcmplation would have changed into aftionj 
' and the fear of pumnimcnc into the lo\c of plca- 
fure. That hatred of life, which torments the 
japanefe, while he is enflaved, opprefTcd, andkepti 
in continual fears by thcrigour of the laws,againft 
which he is perpetually llruggling, would have' 
given way to the fpmt'of curiofity,, that would 
nave induced him to traverfe the ocean, and vifit 
fqlrcign nations. By a frequent charge of ‘place 
and climate, he would infcnfibly have' altered his 
manners, opinions, and charaflef t and thi^ altera* 
tion would have been as fortunate-for him as it is 
for the gcncrality'of people. 'What he might 
have lofl by this intercourfc as a drizen, he, would 
have gained as a mao ; 'but the Japanefe- arc be- 


come tygerg, under the feourge ot their tyrants. > 
; Whatcv^r may be fmd in -praife of the Spar- 
tans, the Egyptians, and cihcr diftin£t nations,' 
who have owed iheir fuperior llrcngth, grandeur, 
and permanency to theftrte of fcparation in which 
they kept themfcUcs; mankind has rccehed 'no 
benefit from thefe jolitary-inftltutrons. .On the 
contrary, the fpirif^df intercourfc is ufeful to all 
nations, as It promotes a mutual communication 
of their produ^lions and knowledge. Jn a word, 
if it w^rc ufcicfs or pernicious to feme particular 
people; it was' necclfery forhhe-lapanefe. ’By 
commerce they would have ibccome enlightened 
in China, civilized m India, and divelled of all 
jlicir prejudices among thp Europeans.' ’ • 

-Tmp- 
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.‘Thu Dutch bad'thc good fortune to meet witKB o o K 
rcfourccs which indemnified them for the iofs they . ^ 

had fufiaincd at Japan, llicy had not \et enter- 
cd Into commerce with thefe, the moJl remarkable luccasfub- 
ifiands in the torrid zone, when they attempted 
to fccurc to thcmfcivcs the trade of the ^loluccas. 

Tile Portuguefe, who had long been in poflclfion } 
of them, were 'obliged to fliarc their advantages’ 
with their raafters the Spaniards; and, at length, 

CO give up the trade almoll.cntircly to them. Tjjc 
two nations, divided in their interelU, and perpe- 
tually at w'arwith each other, becaufc the govern- 
ment had neither Jcifure nor Ikill’to remove their 
mutual antipathy, joined, ta oppofc the fubjccls of 
the United l^ovmccs. TheKmer, alhlled by the 
natives of the country, who had not yet learned to 
fear or hate them, by degrees gained the fupcrio-» 
riiy. The ancient, contiucrors were driven o'ut 
about the year i6aij and their place was fup- 
plicd by olhcrs^ equally rapacious, though lefs 
turbulent, and more enlightened. > 

As foon as the Dutch had cftablifiied ihcmfclves' 
firmly at the Moluccas, they endeavoured to get 
the exclufuc trade of fptccs into their own hands: 
an advantage, which the nation they had juft ex- 
pelled had never been able to procure. I hey Ikll- 
fully aiuilcd thcndches both of the fort> they, had 
taken by ftorm, and of thofc they had imprudent- 
ly been fuffered to creS, to draw the kings of 
Ternate and lidor, v^ho were mailers of this 
Archipelago, into their febeme. . Thefe princes 
found thcmfcivcs obliged to confent, ,that the 
clove and nutmeg trees Ihoutd be rooted up in 
the iDands that were ftill under their dotnimon. 

The firftof thofe fccptcrcdflascs, in confidcration 
of this great facrificc, rccci\cd a peufion of 70,950 
' ‘ livrcs j 
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B O 0 u litres • j and ihc other, one of about 1 3,200 f. 
. garnlon of fevea hundred men was appointed 

to Iccurc the pcrformoilce of this treat)* : and to 
fo low an ebb is the pouerof ihcfc kings reduced 
• by war, tyranny, and misfortunes, that thefe 
forces would be more than fufilcient to keep them 
in this flatc of dependence, if it were not ncccflary 
to ha\c anc\c upon the Philippine iflands, whole 
vicinity conlianilyoccjfmnsfoincalar'n. Although 
the inhabitants be prohibited from carrying on 
any navigation, and that no foreign nation be ad- 
mitted among them, the Dutch trade there is m 
a languilhing date; as they have no means of 
exchange, por anyfiKcr butwhat they carryover 
to pay their troops, their agents, and tlic penfions, 
Ihis adminillration, deducing the fmall profits, 
colls the company 154,000 hvres \ per annum. 

Tii£ tree that bears the clove looks like the 
birch tree, and it*s bark Is thin and fmooth like 
that of the beech. It*s trunk, which is compofed 
of an exceeding hard vyood, docs not nfe to any 
hciglii, but divides nfclf into feveral principal 
branches, the boughs of which arc covered with 
leaves and ilowers in the month of March. The 
leaves are always placed oppofitc to each other, 
dotted, fmooth, and not ferrated, nlmod rcfcin- 
bhng m form and conHUence thofc of the laurel. 
The flowers, difpofed in a corymbus tcrminalis, 
ha\ e each of them^ a Iqng quadrified calix, which 
bears as many white petals, and a- great number 
of llaiiuna. Ihcpillil inclofcd at the bottom of 
this yalix, becomes along with it an oviform fruit 
tilled up with a fiqglc kernel, and known by tbo 
name of the moihcr-clovc. This fame calix, ga- 
tlicred before the unfolding of- the petals and 

JS. 4 543 1. us* 4<t 
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the fecundation of the plftil, is properly fpcakliig B o o iv 
the clove,. the gathering of whicli is the principal , 
objeft of the cultivation of the clove-tree j. which 
begins in Oftober and ends in February, . When 
the cloves hate acquired atreddiJh call, and a 
certain degree of firmnefs, they arc made to fall 
from the tree by the help ot long reeds, or by 
llrongly lliaking the branches,. and arci received* 
into, Urge cloths, or upon the ground after it has^ 
been fwept clean. * They arc altcrwarUs expofccl^ 
for a few days to fmokc upon hurdles covered 
with large leaves. This fumigation, to whichs 
the heat of a /love might perhaps be fubftituted- 
•with advantage, is followed by drying, the cloves* 
in the fqn j ihi^ operation is thought to be conif 
plcied, when upon railing with the nail part of 
the outward covering of the clove, the infide dif- 
plays a beautiful red colour* ^ ^ 

The. clovc-trcc requires a rich and fertile 'foil,. 

It’s* growth is aflifted by giving it room, and by 
pulling up the weeds and Ihruos that flioot out in* 
it’s neighbourhood. This circutnftance has given.' 

Qccafion to fomc travellers to fay, that it attraflcd 
to itfelf ajl.thc nulrjtious juices of v the foil it 
fprings from. If it were left to itfelf, it would 
rife tp a conGdcrable height j but a low flctn, 
fending off branches >at it’s origin, is preferred, 
for the facility of gathering the fruit. 

Thc cloves which have been Icit upon the tree 
continue growing till they arc half an inch thick. 

They arc then fiefor germination, ’provided they 
be immediately put into thc ground, and they 
produce thc clovc.-trcc, which flowers only at the 
end of eight or nine years. Thefe fruits, or mo- 
ther cloves, though inferior to die common fort, 
arc not without their value. The Dutch preferve 
them, in fugar, and^’ in tpyages, cat them aften 

, utcaU 
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BOOK meals to promote digeflion ; or make ufc of tlicni' 
as an agreeable remedy for the feurvy. 
t The clove, to be in perfedion, muft be full? 
fized, heavy, oily, and-cafvly broken; of a finc^ 
finell, and a hot aromatic taftc, fo as almoft to^ 
burn the throat ; it fliould make the fingers fmart 
when handled, and leave a greafy moifturc upon 
them when prefled. » The principal ufe of it is for 
culinarypurpofcs. In fome parts of Europe, and'' 
in India particularly, it kfo much prized, that it’ 
is thought to be an, indifpcnfablc ingredient in; 
almoft every kind of nouriflimcnt. It is ihcrcput 
into food, liquors, wines, and enters likewire into 
the compofitton of perfumes. -It is littlc>ufed in 
medicine } but there is an oil extrafted from it 
which is in confidcrablc repute, ^ 

The company have allotted the inhabitants ofj 
Amboyna four thoufand parcels of land, on each 
of which they were at Hrft allowed, and about the 
year 1720 compelled to plant a hundred and: 
twenty-five trees, amounting in the whole to five 
hundred thoufand. Each tree yields annually, on 
an average, upwards of tw o pounds of cloves : and 
confequentiy the collcflive produce inuft ucighi 
more than a million, j . • 1 .. 

. The cultivator is. paid with the fpecic , that is 
conftantl/j returned to tbet company, and .with 
fomc blue and unbleached cottons which aroj 
brought from Coromandel. This fmall trade, 
might, in fomc mcafurc, have been incrcafcd, if 
the inhabitants of Amboyna, and the finall iflands. 
that depend upon it, would have attended to the 
culture of pepper' and tndigo, which has 'been 
tried with fuccefs. Mifcrablc as thefe iflandcrs 
arc, they ftill remain in a fiatc of indolence, bc- 
caufc they have not been tcnTpicd by an adequate 
reward for their Iafaours,t , 

I Tn« 
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r The adminiftration is fomcwhat different in the BOOK, 
iflands of Banda, which are thirty leagues diftant , ^ 

from Amboyna* There arc five of tlicfc iflands, 
two of whicli' arc uncultivated and almoft unin-' 
habited > and the other three chim the diftindion 
of being the only iflands m the world that pro- 
duce the nutmeg, . ’ ’ ’ ‘ 

Thc nutmeg-tree, in - ii*s fi 2 c- and foliage, re- 
fembies the pear-tree. ll*s trunk, which is not 
high, is covered, as well as thc branches, with a 
fmoolh, 'alh-colourcd bark, It*s leaves, alter- 
nately difpofed, are oval, fharp pointed, green on 
the upper furface, whittlh on the lower,, and 
when bruifed, - dilfufe an aromatic fmcll. .The 
flowers, 'the botanical chara^lcfS' of winch have 
not yet been fufliciently obferved, arc fuccceded. 
by thc fruit, which is covered with an external 
gicen covering,, fimilar in itT form to that of liic 
common walnut, but more flefhy and full of juice. 

This external covering when grown ripe, acquires- 
a deep yellow colour," and as it opens, difeovers 
an internal membraneous-coat, of a-bcautiful red 
colour, flit through in different places, and knowa 
by, the name of mace, which lies immediately over 
thCithin and brittle flicllthai inclofcs the nutmeg. 

This is the time to gather it, otherwife the mace 
would get loofc, and thc nutmeg would lofe that 
oil which pTcfcrvcs it, and in which it*s cxccUen9c’ 
confifts. Thc nutmegs that arc gathered before'^ 
they are perfeftlyripe, arc preferved in vinegar or 
fugar, and are admired only in Afla, . i 
It is nine months before the- fruit comes to 
petfeftioni After it is gathered, the outer rind is 
dripped off, and thc mace feparated from it, which 
is laid in the fun to dry.* Thc nuts require more 
preparation. .They are fpread upon hurdles, or 
dried for fix weeks by aflow.firc, in flreds ereded 
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B o o K for that purpofc. They arc then feparated from 
*u >nicll, <ind thrown jmo limeTwaicr,, which is 
a neceffary precaution to^preferve them from. 


worms. 


' The nutmeg diiTers in goodnefs according to- 
the age oi the tree,. the fad, the expofition, and' 
method, of culture. .This tree, contrary to, the 
clove, delights in a damp foil, overgrown with 
wced-s and even fliadcd by large trees, provided’ 
it be not ftiflcd by thcnij , Under their fliclter it* 
thrives very well, and bears the colds which arc/ 
fometimes felt on the tops of the mountains. The 
round nutmeg is preferred to that which i? ob* 
long, though ,tbcy arc only different comforma-, 
tions of the fainc fruit. That fruit is more paili* 
cularly cftcemcd which is frefli, mold, heavy, of 
a good fmell, and an agreeable though'bitter 
vour, and which yields an oily juice upon beings 
•priclted. The immoderate ufc of this fpicc brings* 
on paroxyfins of inadnefs, and fometimes occa-- 
fions death. In proper, quantities, it facliitatcs 
digeflion, expels wind, ftrcnglhcns the bowels, 
and flops the dyfentery. The congealed oil which 
is drawn by cxprclfion from the nutmegs rejcQcd- 
at the market, and that wbichus lurniflicd by.tlic- 
mace, arc ufed externally in d;fordcrs of the ncr-« 
vousiyflem. •• .. , i ■ 

A wild kind of clo»'c-trcc is found at Amboyna, 
which differs from the former in growing to. » 
greater height, in having it*s leaves much longer, ^ 
and^ii’s matrices 'cry oblong, jrough upon the* 
furlacc, and of a difagrccablc laflc. The iflands 
of Banda furnifti alio live orfflx fpccies of -wildl 
nmmcg.trecs, which the Dutch have ncglcaed. 
to dcllroy, bccaufc the fruit Utcy bear, being but- 
nightly aromatic, and of no value in'tradc, is 
merely aa objccl of curiofuy.; - . 
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If \vc except this valuable fplcc, the iOands of u 0 0 it 
Banda, like all the Moluccas, are barren to 
dreadful degree. What they produce m fupert 
fluities they want ill neccffarles* loe i«ind will 
not bring forth any kind of corn*, and the pith of 
the fago ferves the names of the country mftead 

As'iWs food would not be fufficient fdr the Eu- 
ropeans who fettle in the hfoluccas, they are ah 
lowed to fetch provifions from Java, Macaffar,'or 
gx^rcmely fertile ifland of Bah.^ The coni* 
panv itfclf carries fotnc mcrchandife'to Banda. 

• This is the only fcttlemcnt in tlie Eall Indies 
that can be confidered as an European^ colony ; 
bccaufe it is the only one where the Europeans 
arc proprietors of lands. The company, tlnding 
that the inhabitants of Banda were ravage, cruel, 
and treacherous, bccaufe they were nnpaiicnt^ 
under their yoke, rcfolvcd to exterminate them. 

Their poircllious were divided amon^ the white 
people, who got naves from fomc of the neigh* 
bouring iflands to cultivate the lands. Thefe 
white people arc for the moll part Creoles, or 
malccontcnts who have quilled tlie fervicc of the 
company. In the ftnall iflc of Uolinging, there 
arc hkewife fevcral banditti, whom the laws have 
branded with dlfgracc, and young men of aban- 
doned principles, whofe famtlies wanted to get 
rid of them : fo that Banda is called the IJland of 
Ccrre&sn. Thefe wretches live but a rtiort time 
here : but- the other iflands of Banda are not 
much Icfs fatal. It is on account of the lofs of fo 
great a number of men, that attempts have been 
made to transfer the culture of the nutmeg to 
Amboyna; and the company v^crc likewife pro- 
bably urged to this by the two other powerful 
motives of arecnomy ^nd fccurity. ^Bui theex- 
' - periments 
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BOOK pcnments that have been made have proved un- 
. iuccefsfui) and matters remain m their former 

To fccure e\clulively to thcmfclvcs the pro- 
duce of the Moluccas, which are, with good 
reafon, filled the gold mines of the company, the 
Dutch ha;c purfued all the means that an enlight*- 
cned fpirit of avarice could fuggcfl to them , and 
have been afliflcd in their defigns by nature. { 

' The earthquakes, which arc frequent and 
dreadful in thefe latitudes, render the navigation 
dangerous. They fwallow up every year banki 
of fand m thefe fcas, and form new ones m their 
(lead Thefe revolutions, the frequency and ef- 
fcfls of which arc exaggerated by policy, mull of 
courfc keep at a diilance the foreign navigator, 
^^ho IS m want ofthcneccfTary aHiflanccs to guide 
hts fhip with fafety. '■ i 

This firfl: crrcumllance m favour of an csclu- 
fivc trade, is flrcngthcned by another, perhaps 
Hill more efficacious During aconfidcrable part 
of the year, the Ihips driven off by winds and 
oppofitc currents, cannot land at the Moluccas \ 
and are therefore obliged to wait for the favour- 
able fcafon fuccccding. thefe tcmpcfluous times; 
But at this period, a number of experienced and 
vigilant guarda coflaStake polTeirion of this ocean, 
now become quiet, m order to keep off or fcizc 
upon all the ihips that may have been brought 
there by the allurement of gain. 

It xs in thefe calm fcafons, that the governors 
©t Amboyna and Banda, arc employed in going 
over the iflands, m which the company, at the 
nrlt dawn of tl^ir power, dellroycd all the 
jpees. The odious bufmefs they arc engaged tn, 
oDl^cs them to maintain a perpetual flrugglc 
■W114 the liberality of nature, and to cut up the 
' trees 
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trees wherever they fprout,. They arc forcedBOOK 
to renew their expeditions every year, hccaufe the , 
earth, rebelling againft the hands that lay it waftc, ^ 
feems obftinatcly tO'ftrivc againll the wickednefs 
oC men ; and becaufe the autmeg and the dove, 
fpringing up afrcfli under the knife that extirpates 
tiiem, deceive that cruel fpirit of rapacioufncls, 

,which.is an enemy to every thing 'that docs not 
grow for itfclf, Thefe abominable cxcurfions be- 
gin and end witli fcftivals, the particulars of 
which would make a man of the lead feeling 
ihudder, if I could prevail upon myfelf to mention 
them. - ‘ * 

.> The, intent of all civil and religious fcftivals, 
from their fieft inftitution down to our times, 
either in the huts of the favage or in civilized 
towns, is to renew the remembrance of fome fa- 
vourable period, or foaic fortunate event, and 
they are each of them marked, with their peculiar 
charafters. The prieft uflictsin the day with the 
ringing* of his bells j he opens the gates of his 
temple j he fununons' the duzens to the foot of 
the altar*, be arrays bimfelf in his moft. fump- 
cuous garments; he ralfcs his hands towards hea- 
ven; he implores it^s mercy for the future, and 
exprefles his gratitude for the paft, in fongs of 
gladncfs. On going out of the temple, the civil' 

Icftival begins, and joy is difplaycil undcr’anothcr 
afpe^t. Ihc tribunals of jufticcare fliut. The 
noife which is no longer heard in the Ihops, 
breaks'forih in ,thc ftcccts .and public places. 

The found of raufic invites to the fprightly dance, 
in which perfons of both fexes, and of various 
ages mix together. The ordinary ftridnefs of 
parents is relaxed; and wine flows abundantly on^. 
all fidcs. . At length the abfence of the fun.i» 
fupplied by illuminations, .which rcftorc .to. plca-^ 

' fare 
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BOOK furc that freedom which the light of the day feem* 
cd to preclude. With %vhat impatience arc not 
' thefe days of public rejoicing c-xpe£led ? They 
are talked of long before they arrivcj and be- 
come the general topic of converfation for a long 
time after they have been celebrated. Thus it is, 
that if the people be wretched^ they arc made to 
iorget their daily aiRifiions; if they be happy, 
thus it is that their alfeclion for the authors of 
their felicity is redoubled; and that the fpark of 
cnthufiafin is kept ahvc, cither by the remem- 
brance of the good fovcrcigns by whom they 
have been governed heretofore, or by the rccol- 
Icfllon of the brave and \irtuous anceftors from 
whom they arc dcfccndcd. It fliould feem, how- 
ever* that at the Moluccas, the feftivals mfti* 
tuted by the Dutch have had no other view, but 
to perpetuate the memory of the atrocious afti 
they have committed, and to chenlh the.fcnti- 
ment of vengeance in the heart. It is only under, 
the empire of demons, that fcHivals flrould be 
gloomy; but fucb is the avcrlion of man for la- 
bour, that the people delight in all kinds of fefli* 
vals, whether they be melancholy or chcarful. 

The Dutch, m order that they might the more 
effectually grafp, in procefs of time, the mono- 
poly of the fpice trade, have formed two fettle- 
ments, one at Timor, the other at Celebes. 
TheDuteh The firlt of thcfc iflands is fixty leagues long, 
Sm«nEar?”^ from fiftccn to eighteen broad. It is divided 
Timor, into fcvcral fovcrcigniies ; jn w hicU there arc num- 
bers of Poriugucfe.* Thefe conquerors, who at 
their firft arrival in India had advanced with the 
iilmoft intrepidity and moft amazing celerity, 
and had purfued a long and dangerous career with 
a rjpfdity which nothing could llopj'wrho were 
fowcU accuftomed to aSs of hcroifm, that they** 
* ■ , , performed - 
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performed the moft arduous enterprifes with cafe ; B O O K 
thefe conquerors, I fay, when they were attacked 
by the Dutch, at the time that their whole em- 
pire, grown loo lar^c and tottering under it*s own 
weight, was tumbling to ruin on all fides, dif- 
pla)cdnoneof thofc virtues which had laid the 
foundation of their power- -When they were 
dirpoflelTed of a fort, driven out of a kingdom, 
or difperfed in confequcncc of a defeat, they 
Ihould ha\c fought an afylum among their bre- 
thren, and fliould have rallied under ftandards that 
had hitherto been invincible ; either to put a flop 
to the progrefs of the enemy, or to recover their 
fctticmcnts ; but fo far were they from forming a 
rcfolulion fo generous, that they foheited fomc 
employment, or penfion, from thofc very Indian 
princes whom they had fo often infuUed. Thofc 
who had contracted a habit of eficminacy and 
idlenefs above the reft, retreated to Timor, which, 
being a poor ifland, where no works of induftry 
were carried on, would fcrccn them, they thought, 
from the purfuit of an enemy intent upon ufcful 
conquefts. They were, however, deceived. In 
the year 1613 they were driven from the town of 
Cupan by the Dutch, who found a fort thcrei 
which they have ever fince garrifoned with fifty 
men. 'The company fends feme coarfe linens 
there every year, and receives in return, was, 
torioife-Ihell, fanders wood, and cadiang, a fmall . 
fpccics of bean, commonly ufed by the Dutch 
on Ihip-board, by way of varying the food of the.« 
crew, All thefe objcQs employ one or two ■ 
floops, which arc difpatchcd from Batavia ; no- 
thing is- either gained or loft by this fetilcmcnt j 
the profits juft anfwcrthc cspcnces. The Dutch 
would have abandoned Timor long ago, if they 
had not been apprehenfivethat fotne a^ive nation 
VoL. I, - R . might 
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® miglit fix there, and avail ihcmfclvcs of the op- 
t * portunities iliat fituatlon \\ou!d gi\c them to 

didurb the trade of the Moluccas* It was the 
Jainc cautious principle wliich drew them to 
Celebes. 


ThcDutch Ants ifiand, which is about a hundred and 
ihe!l* leagues in diameter, is \cry habitable, 

TcItcs though fituatcd in the center of the torrid zone* 
^anjsriof ihc heats arc a)ia)cd by copious rains, and cool- 
* ’■ ing breezes. The inhabitants arc the braveft 
people in the fouth of Afia; their fird attack is 
furious j but, alter a contcll of two hours, a total 
want of courage takes place of this extraordinary 
impetuofiiy : the intoxicating fumes of opium,’ 
which arc certainly the caufc of this terrible fury, 
go off, after they have exhaufied their rtrenglh m 
tranfpoas that approach to madnefs. The Knt, 
which is tlicir favourite weapon, fs a foot and a 
half long } it is lhaped like a poniard, 'and the 
blade IS fcrpcntinc. ^ They never carry more tlian- 
onc to battle } but in private quarrels* two arc 
nccclfary} they parry with that in ihc'ltft hand, 
and attack the ad\crfary with the other. ‘ The 
wounds made by this weapon are very dangerous, 
and the duel mod commonly ends in the death of 
both the combatants. 


• P^^.^^l'^hitants pf Celebes arc rendered a^ive, 
mduftnous, ^ and robuft, by a rigid education. 

- ^hc day their nurfes rub them with 

or lukewarm water. Thefe repeated unidions 
. encourage nature to unfold her powers with free • 
dom. l hey are weaned at a year old, an idea 
prevailing, that ,f they cominucil to hick any’, 
onger, 't 'vouldhurttheirundernandinKs. AVhen 

S'™* '1'= male children of 

any dillmaion arc intrufled to the care, of fome 
re ation or friend,. that their courage may not be 

... ' ' weakened . 
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Weakened by the carefles of their mother , and aB 0 o K 
habit of reciprocal tendcrncG. The) do not re- ^ 
turn to their families tirt they have attained the 
age in which the law permits them to marry 
Here we have indeed a fingular mflancc of ci- 
vilization among flaves, upon the moll important 
concern of human life. Which of the pohflied 
nations of Europe has carried the care of educa- 
tion fo far? Which of us as jet thought of fe- 
curing Ins pollcrity from the cSfccls of parental 
Jcduflion? Ihc precautions taken at CcIcbcN, 
which would he ufeful m all ranks, would tc 
particular!) ncccfiar) for the children ot mo- 
narchs 

liiE'*e are more c:tpofed than others to be 
tainted wuh that corfuption which furrounds them 
on all f des , and w hich at once attacks their head 
and their heart, through the medium of all their 
fenfes. How is it polTiblc that thev ihould be 
affctlcd with the fight of mifer), which they are 
unacquainted with, and nc\crci.pericncc? ihat 
they ihoulJ be Io\crs of truth, when their ear* 
ha%c been only accuilomed to the accent* of dar- 
ter) ? Admirers of virtue, while tiicyare bred m 
tl e widll of un orih) il es, v ho are a'l ta^cr 
to extol their propcnlmcs -nd their inchnaiuns? 

Pal cut m adverfry, which they arc not alwavs 
c xcii pi troin f Or I ov/ thould they be refolum in 
cai gci* 10 V hicii ih-y aic lo netnuc-. expofed, 
when thev have been cr^rva cd by clf-minacv, 
a id ccmiMually imprcif-d with idca> of the i n 
p uiancc of their txiilcnccf Ho is 1: polTbJe 
that they Ihould cRima*c t» c f«Mcc they -v. 
cti c, or know thcvJic of r e L od If It for 
il c { r« Li vation >f tl ci c npue, and v cah«i cc 
tl *■ 'p'-adou- «-t 1 1'*!*- icign, V icu ihev liave 
^ rtiLi 1 me l la! p ejitoicc of evwrv t irg be ng 
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B o o Ktheir due, and of u*s being even too great an 
. _^L ■ bonour to dic m their caufe ^ Strangers to ctcry 
idea of juUice, I»ow is it pofliblc that they flioulu 
not become the feourge of that portion of the 
human race, whofe happinefs is committed to 
their care ^ 

Fortunatci \ , thefc corrupt tutors are fooncr 
or later punifhcd by the ingratitude of their pu- 
pils j who, thcmfclvts being miferablc m the midft 
of their greatnefs, arc ail their life time torment- 
ed with a deep fenfe of difguft, which cannot be 
removed from their palaces. Fortunately, the 
fullcn filence of their fubjefts, announces to them, 
from time to time, the hatred they arc held m i 
and they arc loo weak to difdam it. Fortunately* 
the religious prejudices that have been inAillcd 
into them, ritcupandtyranmfe their confcicnccs. 
Fortunately, after a life which no mortal, not 
even the lowcft of their fubjefts would accept of, 
if he were fenfibic of all the wrelchcdncA of if, 
they find gloomy perturbation, terror, and defpair, 
attending upon tbcir lafl moments. 

Former the people of Celebes acknowledged 
no other gods but the fun and the moon Ihey 
facrificcd to them in the public fquares, having 
no materials which they thought \aluablc enough 
to be employed m raifmg temples According 
to the creed of ihcfc iflandcrs, the fun and moon 
\ ere eternal as well as the hca\cns, the empire 
ol which they divided between them Ambition 
ftt them at variance. The moon, lljing from 
the fun, mifcarncd, and was delivered of the 
earth, fhc was big with fcveral other worlds, 
which flic will fucccflivcly bring forth, but with- 
out violence, m order to repair the !ofs of tho'c 
which the fire of her conqueror will confuinc 

Tiirss 
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These abfurdiiies xvcrc univcrfaHy received at B o O IC 
Celebes ; but they had not fo deterinined an in- ^ 
flucncc over either the nobles or the people as is 
found in the religious doflrines of other nations. 

About two centuries ago. Tome Chriftians and 
Mohammedans having brought their opinions 
here, the principal king of the country look a 
total diflike to the national worfhip. Alarmed 
at the terrible cataftrophe, with which he was 
equally threatened by both the new fyftcms of 
religion, he convened a general afiembly. On 
the day appointed he afeended an eminence ; where 
fprcading out' his bands towards hea\cn, and in a 
ftanding pofture, he addrefled the follownig prayer 
to the Supreme Being : , 

“ Great God, I do not, at this time, fall 
“ down before thee, becaufe I do not implore 
“ thy clemency. I have nothing to alk of thee 
«« which thou ought’ft not in judice to grant. 

“ Two foreign nations, whofc mode of worllup is 
“ w’idcly diflerent, arc come to ftnkc terror into 
“ my'mind, and the minds of my fubjects, 'rhey 
“ afliire me, that thou wiltpunifli me eternally if I 
do not obey ihy laws: I have therefore a right 
“ to require that thou would’ft make them know ii 
“ to me. I do not alk thee to reveal the iinpene- 
“ trablc rayfterlcs winch furround th) cflcnce, 

“ and whicli to me arc ufelcfs. I am come hithec 
“ to inquire, together with my people, w hat ihofc 
“ duties arc which thou intcndcft to prcfcribe to 
** us. Speak, O my God I fince thou art the Au- 
“ thor ot nature, thou can*{t difccrn the bottom 
“ ot our hearts, and knoweft that it is impolFible 
“ they Ihould entertain any thoughts of difobedi- 
“ cnee. But if thou condefccudeft not to make 
“ th)rclf underftood by mortals; if it be unwor- 
thy of thine cfieticc to employ the language of 

“ man 
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BOO K*‘ man to d'jfVate the duties required of man j I 

^ call my whole nation, the fun which enligliicna 

me, the earth that fupporis me, the waters that 
“ cncompafs my dominions, and tltyfclf to ^?it■^ 
“ ncls, that in the finccrity of my heart I feck to 
“ know thy will : and I declare to thee this day, 
that I lliall acknowledge, ns the dcpofitarics of 
thy oracles, the ininincrs of either religion 
“ whom thou lhalt caufc to arrive the fird in our 
“ harbours. The winds and the waves are the 
“ nnnifters of thy power ;• let them bc'lhc fignals 
** of thy will. with thefe honcfl intentions, I 
t* embrace an error, my confcicncc will be ^t cafe; 
“ and the blame will he upon thee.*'* 

Tut atVcmbly broke up, determined to wait the 
orders of heaven, and p follow the hrit milfton* 
ancs that ihoutd arrive at Celebes, The apodles 
of the Coran were the moil aflive, and the fove-^ 
reign and his people were circumcifcJ ; the other ^ 
parts of the ifland foon followed their c::ample. ‘ 
This unfortunate ^ircumftance did not prevent 
the Portuguefe from gaining a fooling at Celebes. 
They maintained their ground there, even after 
they were driven out of the Moluccas. The mo* 
;i\c whiph induced them to (lay, and which at-> 
traded the Englifli to this place, was, the lacihty 
of procuring fpices, which the natives of the coun-. 
try found means to get, notwichftanding the pre-. 
cautions that were taken to keep them ata diflance 
from the placps where they grew, 

' T, H£ Dutch, who by this competition were pre- 
vented from monopolizing the articles of cloves 
and nutmegs, attempted, in 1660, to put a Hop 
to this tradfc, which they called contraband. To 
favour this defign, they had rccourfe to means re- 
pugnant to all principles of morality, but whicli 
an infatiable avaripe has rendered very common in 
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Afia. By pcrfcvermg in thefe infamous proceed - b o o k 
ings, they lucc<?cdcd fo for as to drive out the 
Portuguefe, keep off the Englifli, and take pof-'“ 
feffion of the harbour and fort of hlacalTar. From 
that time they tterc abfolute mailers of the illand 
without having conquered «. The princes among 
whom it was dwided, re-united in a kind of con- 
federacy. They hold aHemblies^ from time to 
time, on affairs that concern the genera! intcreft ; 
and the refuk of their determinations becomes a 
law to each ftatc. "When any conteft arifes, it is 
decided by the governor of the Dutch colony, 
who prefides at this diet. He ohferves thefe dif- 
lerent fovereigns with a watchful eye, and keeps 
them in perfea equality with each other, to pre- 
\cnt any of them from aggrandizing himfclf to 
the prejudice of the- Company. The Dutch have 
difarmed them all, under pretence of hindering 
them from injuring each other; but in reality with 
a view of depriving them of the power of break* 
ing their chains. 

The Chmefe, who arc the only foreigners per- 
mitted to come to Celebes, carry thither tobacco, 
gold wire, china, and unwrought filks. The 
Dutch fell opium, fpirituous liquors, gum lac, 
fine and coarfc linens. This ifland fumilhcs a 
little gold, great quantities of nee, w’av, flaves, 
and tripara, a fpccics of mulhroom, which in- 
creafes m value, in proportion to the roundnefs 
of it’s form, and the bheknefs of it*s colour. 

The cuftoins bring in 33, 000 lures* to the 
Company : but JC receives a much larger profit 
from it’s trade, and the tenth part of the terri- 
tory which it holds in fuU right of fo\creigmy. 

Thefe advantages, however, taken together, do 
pot counterbalance the cspcnccs of the colony, 

• 3 .C 551 . 13s. 4tL 
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B OO K- Witch arjfe to 1 65,000 liws * raorc. It would 
> •__,ccitatnly be given up, if it were not witli reafon 
' looked upon as the key of the fpicc illands. 
TheDuich The fsttlement at Borneo was formed with 4 
intercfting view. It is one of the Jargeft, if 
catioav^uhnot aCtuilliy the largcft ifiand hitherto known, 
Borneo. 'I'jiQ ancient inhabitants live in the inland pans. 
1 he coafts are peopled with inhabitants from Ma- 
calTar, with japanefe, Malayans, and Arabs, who, 
to the vices that arc natural to them, have added 
a ferocity hardly to be met with clfcwbcrc. 

About the year 1526 the Portuguefe attempted 
to fettle at Borneo. ; Too feeble to make their 
arms rcfpefked, they tried to gain the good-will 
of one of the fovcrcigns of the country by offer-* 
ing Iiim fome pieces of tapeftry. , This weak 
prince took tliq figures wrought in it for inchanted 
men, who would firangle him in the night-time, 
if he fuScred them to come near his perfon. The 
explanations they gave to remove his apprehen- 
fions had no eSeftj he obfllnately refufed to let 
^ the prefenc be brought into his palace, and pro- 
hilmcd the donors Irom entering capital. 

. *iow'''VKR, thefe ad\cnturcrs afterwards gained 
admiffion ; but this- was an unfortunate privilege 
to them, for they were all malTacrcd. A faftory, 
winch the EngliOi caablilhcd fomc years alter, 
ihared the fame fate. The Butch, who had met 
with no better treatment, appeared again, in ilic 
year 1748, with afquadron, which, though very 
inconfidcrable, fo far impofed upon the prince, 
to whom the pepper entirely belongs, that he 
determined to grant them the privilege of trading 
mr It cxclufivcly: with this flnglc rclcrve, that he 
Ihouid be allowed to deliver five hundred tlioufand 
pounds of this article to the Chiuefe, who had 


always 
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ilways frequented his ports. Since this treaty, BOOK 
the Company fends rice, opium, fait, and coarfc ^ 

linens, to Bendermaflen: articles, the profits 
upon which arc fcarcc fufficlcnt to defray the 
cxpcnccs of the fctilcmcnt, although they do not 
exceed 33,000 liv res * per annum. The profits 
arife, however, from the falc of a fniall number 
of diamonds, picked up at great intervals, in the 
rivers, and from fix hundred thoufand weight of 
pepper, which the Company purchafe at 3+ 
livresf the hundred. Even the agents cannot 
obtain any thing from Borneo, for their own pri- 
vate traffic, except thofc beautiful canes, the ufe 
of which becomes more and more general In our 
climates. More confidcrablc advantages arc de- 
rived from Sumatra. 

This ifland extends from north to fouth eleven 
‘ degrees. It is divided Into two parts, 
equal, by the equator, which cuts it obliquely. 

The hcati are moderated by a regular fucceffion*^** 
of fea and land breezes, and by very plentiful 
rains, which are frequent in a country covered 
with forcfls, and where thethoufandthpartof the 
foil is not cleared. Upon this immenfe fpace, 
volcanos arc infinitely common; and this is the 
rcafon, perhaps, why earthquakes are more fre- 
quent than dcficu^ive. 

Thc fouth part of the ifland is occupied by the 
Malayans, wliofc anccflors had no more than fix 
leagues of the fea to crofs, to go into another coun- 
try. Thc time of their coming there is not known ; 
neither arc we acquainted with the difficulties 
they had to conquer m forming their fettleraent.* 

Thc feudal government, under which they were 
born, was that which they eflablillicd. Each 
captain appropriated to hitnfclf a certain di- 
» iiaUf + Ss* 4<1. 

firieV, 
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n o o iv for winch he paU homage to'fomc chief 
. of higher reputation. This kind of fubordina- 

tion lias gradually (Itmininicd ; but there arc ftill 
fonic traces of it remaining. 

Titc religion of thefe people is Mohamtiic- 
danifm, blcndci| with a variety of other fables, 
Their notions uj>on the univerfe arc particularly^ 
whimfical. They believe that the cartli, ‘which is 
pcrfcSly motloiucfs» is fupported by an ox, the 
ox by a Rone, the Rone by a fiRi; the filh by' 
water, the water by air, the air by darknefs, and 
darknefs by light. This is the end of their fjilcm ; 
but the allegory, which might be couched under 
thefe abfurJiiies, is entirely loft, * 

Thr Malayans have few civil laws \ and tlteir 
criminal code is Rill fliortcr. Fines, equally db 
vided between the injured perfon, or Iiis heirs, 
and the magiftrate, arc tlic only punifhmcnt for 
murder and other crimes. If the delinquency be 
not piovcd, they have rccourfc to thofe extrava- 
gant and capricious kinds of proof, winch fur a' 
long time have been the opprobrium of Europe. 

O.v^ of (he fmgulariiics of their manners is, 
that they never pay any vifil without bringing 
Ibine prefent along with them.* This confills 
ufually in birds, lemons, or cacao nuts. No 
greater rudenefs could be*olfcrcd than to refufe 
them ; but this is a kind of unpolltcnefs that ne- 
ver occurs. 

As thefe people have few wants arifing from 
focial connexions, and as their real nccellitics 
are caftiy fupplied by nature, they fcldoin ap- 
ply thcinfclvcs to labour, and that with the 
utmofl rcluXance. They dwell in huts, raifed , 
eight feet high, •nhich arc made 
oi bamboo, and covered with palm leaves j anJ- 
their furniture confills of a few -earthen vcflcls," 

Apiece 



JN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES. 

A piece of cloth, twiRed round the loins in foriiiB 
of a girdle, is the common covering of the two 
fexes. 

Iv the north-weft ^>art of the iOand we meet 
with another nation, known by the jianic of 
Batta. It is a cuftoin with thefi: people, to cat 
criminals convifted of treafou or adultery. It 
faid, that tlie hope of infpmiig luarror lor thefe 
crimes, which were become too common, is the* 
only motive that has given rife to fo barbarous a’ 
cuftom. ' ' • ’ ■ - 

•In thenortltcrn part, and there only, the gum 
Benzoin is found, which is 'chiefly confumed in 
Berfia; and it is there alfo that we find'that'prc-' 
cious camphirc growing, -the ufc of which is rc- 
ferved for the Chinefe, and efpccially for thc'Ja-' 
panefe. • . . * . 

Camthirr Is a volatile and penetrating oil, or 
rjefln, fit for difpeHing tumors, and flopping the 
progr’cfs of inflammation; and' it is alfo known,* 
lor the ufc that .is made of U in fireworks. < . 

The tree which furnifites the ’camphirc, is a* 
fpccies of laurel, common in Japan, and in fomc 
diftricls of China.' It’s trunk rife:, to the height* 
of the oak. The leaves, alicrnaiciy difpofcd upon 
the boughs, arc thin, finning, oval, terminating 
in a point, and cniitting a fmcll of camphirc,. 
when they arc bruifed. Tin; flowers, colleftcd^ 
into clufters, arc whitcj and arc each of them 
compofed of fiK Ihort petal% in the midft of 
whichMs a'pifti!, furrounded by nmc flamina.' 
As the fruit ripens, it becomes a fmall, blackifli'^ 
berry, of the fizc of a pea, and nlied with an oily 
kernel. All the parts of the pkmt contain cam- 
phire ;• but the greateft quantity is obtained frdui 
the trunk and crpecially from the roots.- For< 
jhis purpofe, they arc cut into'iUces, and put 
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B o o Kuiih v.4icr irio an won >cflcl covercJ o^r vw’i 
^ rcccwcf.. Hiebcatcfa fire, It^htcil under* 

jieajh t^c iciTrJ, jnaho the c:inpljwc nfe, which 
a Uchet i.fcif <0 the receiver* k )> collected 
with care, and (hen tent into Holland, where ii 
13 punticd by a fccond dUhllation, before it la 
cxjxifcd to fale. 

iui ca nfhye that t* brought from S rmatra 
u by much the noil pcrfecl ilm u fo veil 
brown, that the Ja{/an(fe ^ndChincfe thcinfcl^ci, 
fcvcral quinta!^ of thett'a for one pound 
of tint. The* botamAa are not yet well ac* 
oua nted With the tree that producer ir All 
they know it, that it doct not grow fo high as the 
former, that i *i petals ire more clongaicd, it's 
fiutr larger, and it*i leaves, as well as tt'&wood, 
thicker and Icfs odoriferous Ihe alliAance of 
^’re w not c died lu to extract the cunphire from 
. , but after the trunk hat been fplit into p eccs, 
[ju fubllincc IS feparated from it quite formed 
nd lodged in the tiitrrlhccs of the fibres, fomc* 
nics m clots, and fomctimcs dilpofcd in tlakca, 
ir in the form of berries , winch arc more 
ilccmcd in proportion to their fuc and punt), 
-ach irz-c yields about three pounds of a light, 
ruble, and eafily folublc camphire, which evapo- 
atesin the air, though much more Howl) than the 
ramphitc of Japan 

Ihb ordnuty kind of camphire is fcldom given 
ntcmally, becaufe it cxciies naufea and Bilcfls 
:hc head ihat of Sunnira a^s very dilfcr 
intly, font Arrngihcnfi the Aomach, removes ob* 
Iruclions, and mcrcafcs the cfficac) of the mcdi- 
wVit U’tiicft tc te combined £5ot{\ the I'brts 
af camphire ippear to be the product of the lame 
rce, winch i, probably a fpccics of the laurel 
We arc induced to think this, becaufe the genu- 
I me 



. IN THE CAST AND WEST INDIES. a 

ine cinnamon tree of Ceylon, and the hazard oneS o ^ 
of Malabar^ other fpecies of the fame genus,, 
yield by dillillation a teal camphitc, but Icfs per- 
ted and in fmallcr quantity. 

The lands in the north-eaft part of the ifland 
are ahnoft always under water ; fo that there.arc 
fcarcc any inhabitants there; and the few that 
arc found arc pirates. They were almoft all de, 
llroyed iu 1760; butancwfci of robbers hate 
arilen, as it were, from their aQics ; and have be- 
gun again to infeft the Streights of Malacca, and 
other Icfs celebrated latitudes, - 

The mountains in the interior parts of the 
country are full of mines ; and the furface of them 
is ftlrrcd up In the dry feafen. The rains, which 
laft from Na\ ember to March, and which fall 
down in torrents, detach the gold, the matrix of 
•which is a very white fpar, from the earth, and 
draw it along into circle:* made of willow, def- 
lined to receive it, and difpofed in great numbers, 
fo that the gold which might cfcapc the lirh, 
may be retained in fomc of the fuccceding ones, 
■\Vhen the Ciy becomes fcrenc again, each pro- 
prietor goes with his flaves to collect the trea- 
furcs, more or Icfs confidcrable, which diancc 
has allotted to him. He c.xcliangcs them for 
linens, or other goods, furniflicd by the EngliQi 
and the Dutch. 

These have attempted to work the mines of 
Sumatra, according to the method generally prac- 
tifed in the old and new hemifphcrcs. Whether 
from ignorance, or diflionclly, the two expen- 
mcnii TTTiiie fortViVs purpose Vikac bailed ; and the 
Coinpanv' has at length been con\inced, after 
having been led into too much cxpcncc, that it 
was not proper for them any Jongcr to purfuc fo 
precarious a track of fortune. 


Baroas 
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BOO Kwith water into an iron vcflcl covered over with 

. ^ it*s receiver* The heat o£ a fire, lighted under- 

neath the veflcl, makes the camphirc rife, which 
attaches itfelf to the receiver. It is coUefted 
with care, and then lent into Holland, where it 
is puriBed by a fecond diflillation, before it is 
expofed to fale. 

Tub cainphijrc that is brought from Sumatra 
is by much the moll perfeft. This is fo well 
known, that the Japanefc andChinefe thcmfelves, 
give fcvcral quintals of thcir*s for one pound 
of this. The botaniRs arc not yet well ac- 
quainted with the tree that produces it. All 
they know is, that it docs not grovv fo.high as the 
former j that it^s petals arc more elongated, it's 
fruir larger, and U*s leaves, as well as it’s wood, 
thicker and left odoriferous. The afliRancc of 
fire is not called in to extrad the camphire from 
it ; but after the trunk has been fplit into pieces, 
this fubllance is feparated from it quite formed 
and lodged in the interdices of the fibres, fome- 
times in clots, and fometimes difpofed in flakes, 
or in the form of berries ; which are more 
efleemed in proportion to their fize and purity. 
Each tree )iclds about three pounds of a light, 
fiiablc, and eafily folublc camphirc, which c\apo- 
rates in the air, though much more flowly than the 
camphire of Japan.^ . . , 

^ Iks ordinary kind of camphirc is feldom given 
internally, bccaufc it excites naufea and aficfli. 
the head.^ Sumatra afls very differ- 

ently; font ftrengthens the ftomach, lemovcsob- 
iiructioris, and increafcs the efficacy of the medi- 
ants with which It is combined. .Both the forts 
ot camplme appear to be thcproduce of the fame 
tree, which h probably a fpccies of the laurel.' 
We arc induced to think this, faecaufc the genu- 
* I inc 
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inc cmnamon tree of Ceylon, and the baftard one BOOK 
of Malabar^ other fpecics of the fame genu;,. 
yield by diftiUaiion a real camphire, but Icfs per- 
Icft and in fmaller quantity. 

The lands in the north-caft part of the ifland 
arc alinoll always under water; fo that there arc 
fcarcc any inhabitants there; and the few tliat 
"arc’ found arc pirates. They were almoft all de- 
ihoyed in 1760; butanewfet of robbers have 
arilen, as it were, from their allies ; and have be- 
gun again to infeft the Streigbts of Malacca, and 
other lefs celebrated latitudes. 

Tim mountains in, the interior parts of the 
country arc full of mines; and the furface of them 
is ftirrcd up In the dry feafen. The rains, which 
lad from Non ember to March, and whicli fall 
down In torrents, detach the gold, the matthK of 
which is a very white fpar, from the earth, and 
draw it along into circles made of willow, def- 
tined to receive it, and dirpofed in grcatnuinbcrs, 
fo that the gold which might cfcape tlie firft, 
may be retained in fomc of the fucceeding ones.. 

When the Iky becomes fcrcnc again, each pro- 
prietor goes with hjs fiaves to collcft the trta- 
fures, more or Icfs confidcrable, which chance 
has allotted to him. He exchanges them for 
linens, or other goods, funiillicd by the Englilli 
and the Dutch. 

These have attempted to work the mines of 
Sumatra, according to the method generally prac- 
tifed in the old and new heinifphcrcs. Whether 
from ignorance, or diihonefly, the two experi- 
ments made lor this purpofc haNc failed ; and the 
Company has at length been convinced, after 
having been led into too much cxpcnce, that it 
was not proper for them any Jongcr to purfuc fo 
precarious a track of fortune. 

Bspoite 


HISTORY OF SHTTLEMLNTS and Til^\DE 


aS4 

book BEroRu the arrival of the Europeans in India, 
the little trade earned on by Sumatra, was all 
concentrated in the port of Achcin. There it 
was that the Arabs and other navigators bought 
gold, camphirc, benzoin, the nefts of birds, 
j^epper, and, m gcncral,cvcryihingthcfcifland- 
ers had to fell. ThcBortugucfe, and the nations 
winch raifcd theinfcKcs upon their ruin, alfo fre- 
quented tins mart, where it was overturned by 
Tome of thofe revolutions which are too frequent 
m thefe countries. 

At ihu period, the Hollanders thought of efta* 
blvfinng fix fa*5loncs m other parts of the ifland, 
which enjoyed moft tranquillity. Ihe advantages 
which niiglit have been rcajicd from thefe tri- 
fling fettktnents m the beginning, have been 
almofi entirely loft in proccls of time* 

The inoft ufcful of them muft be that of Pa- 
linban, fituated m the caftern part of the ifland. 
The Company maintains there a fort and garnfon 
of eighty men for fixiy-flx thoufand livrcs *• 
Two millions weight of pepper arc delivered to 
them at twenty-three Uvres ten fols f the hundred j 
and one million and a half weight of tm at fixtj- 
onc hvres, twelve fols | the hundred. This laft 
article is obtained entirely from the iflc of Banca, 
which IS only one mile and a half diftanc from the 
continent, and which gives the name to the fa- 
mous ftrcight, through which the ve/Telb going 
dtreaiy from Europe to China generally pafs 
^ AitTKouGH the Dutch get the commodities 
they purchaCcat Pahnban at a low price, jet this 
^ price jiclds fome profit ta the fovereign of the 
diftna, who forces his fubjefts to furmfli them to 
him at a ftill lower rate. 1 Ins mfignificaiit defpot 
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draws from Batavia part of the food and clothing B 
lor the inhabitants of his dominions ; and yet the 
Dutch arc obliged to fettle their account with him 
tn pialhes. 'From, this money, and from the gold 
taken out of his rit, ers, he has amafled a treafure 
which is known to be immenfe.' One finglc Eu- 
ropean \cflel might poflefs itfelf of allthefc riches^ 
and if there were any troops>on board that it 
might land, they might maintain themfehes in a 
poll, which would have been taken without difTi- 
culiy. It appears very extraordinary tliat an cn- 
terprife fo ufeful and fo cafy, fliould not have en- 
ticed the avarice of feme adventurer. 

Ctvii.tZ£D nations, who, to make tlicmfelvcs 
mafters of the univerfe, have trampled upon all 
the rights, and Aiflcd all (he dictates of nature, 
wiU fcaTccly Ihrink at ontaddUional aft of injuf- 
lice or cruelty. There is not a nation in Europe 
which does not think it has a jull right to felze 
upon the treafurcs of the Eafh Setting afide 
motives of religion, which it is no longer lafliion- 
ablcto plead, fincc it*s very romifters have brought 
it into difrepute, by their unbounded avarice and 
ambition, how many pretences arc'flill remaining 
to juftify the rage of invalion! People who live 
under a monarchy arc defirous of extending the 
glory and empire of their mailer beyond the fcas. 
Thefc happy people are ready to venture their 
lives in the extreme pans of the globe, to in- 
creafe the number of fortunate fubjcdls, who’Uve 
under the laws of the bell of princci. A free 
nation, which is it*s own mailer, is born to com- 
^ mand the ocean j it cannot fccure the dominion 
of thefca, without feuing upon the land, which 
belongs to the firll pofleflbr; that fs, to him who 
is able to drive out the ancient inhabitants ; who 
arc therefore to be enOaved by force or fraud. 
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COOK and cxtcrninutcd in order to get tlicn ponef/ionA. 
^ ^ ilie intcrcOs of commerce^ the national debt, 

and the majeUy oF rtic ptojde, require it. Re- 
public ini> who ha\c hippily Ihakcn olF the yoke- 
oi fovcrcigu lyr-xmiy, mud impofc it on others 
in their turn. If they have brul cn their chains. 
It u to forge new onc». ihey deted monarchy, 
but tlicy are in want of ilavcs. Ihey have na 
lands ol their own, they inuft therefore fcize 
upon thofe ol others. 

Tradeof im, trade ot tUcDotch at Siam was at firft ra- 
tiler confidcrabic. A tyrannic prince, who op- 
prefled this unhappy country, haiing, about the 
year i56o, flicnn iwant of rcfpc^l to the Com- 
pany, It punilhcd him by abandoning ihc fafiorics 
It had cftabhflicd lu his dominions, as if it would 
hate been a favour to have continued them. 
Thefe republicans, who aflefied an air of gran- 
deur, cliofc at tliat time to have tlieir prcfcncc 
looked upon as a lavour, a fccurity, and an ho- 
nour aud they incidcatcd tins fmguUr prejudice 
with fo much fuccefs, that, m order to engage 
them to return, a pompous cmbalfy was Jenr, 
alking pardon ior what had paft, and giving the 
ftrongeit alTuranccs of a different conduft for 
the future. 

Ihlre was a time, however, when this de- 
ference was to ccafe, and it was haflencd by the 
na^ al cntcrprlzcs of oihcr powers 1 he affairs of 
the company at Siam, have always been m a de- 
clining flite Having no fort, it has never been 
in a condition to maintain the exclufivc privilege 
The king, notwithftanding the prefents he re- 
quires, tells mcrchandifc to traders of all nations, 
and takes good> from them on advantageous 
terms, with this diStrcncc only, that they arc 
obliged to ftop at the mouth of die Mcnan, 

, ■* whereas 
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whereas the Dutclugo up the river as far as the B o o K 
capital of thejtmp’irci where their agent conftaut- , 
ly i;cfides. Their trade derives no great aQivity 
from this priyilcgc. t They fend only one ^e/iel 
wliichlranfpor'ts Javanefc hprfes, and is freighted 
with fugar, fpiccs and lincnsitfor which they re- 
ceive In return tin, at fc\cnty-fcvcn Uvres a hun- 
dred yvejghtj gum lac, at fift>-fe\€JX hyres four 
fob +, fonic elephants teeth, at three hvres twelve 
fob I a pound j and from time to time a.fmall 
j^’uanticy^of gold’duft. One may venture to aflert, 
that their connexions here arc Iccpt up merely jjii 
account of-the. fippan wood, which is ncccflary 
for the flowing of their ihips ; and for w Inch they 
give no Icb than five lt\rcs ten fobj| per hundred 
weight. Were it not for this want, they would 
long ago have gben up a trade in whicli the cs- • 
pence exceeds the profits ; bccaufr the king, who 
is the onlynicrchant in his dominions, fet-; a tcry 
Jow price upon the commodities that arc import- 
ed. A more intcrciling objeX turned the ambi- 
tious Views, of the Dutch towards hlalacca. 

Thcsc republicans, who knew the importance Situay’on 
of this place, ufed their uimoft, efforts tomake||^‘^* ^ 
thcmfclvcs maftersi of it, Dating failed m twoM^Uc^. 
atieuipts, they had rccourfc at laft, if we may be- 
lieve a fatirical writer, to aa expedient which a 
virtuous people will never employ j but which 
frequently anfwcrs the purpofc of a degenerate 
nation. _ They endeavoured to bribe thc.Portu- 
guefe governor, whom they knew to be covetous. 

The bargain was concluded, and he introduced the 
enemy into the jcity in 1641. The befiegers 
haflcncd to his houfe and niaJlacrcd him, to lave 
the payment of the 500,000 Vivrcs§ they had pio- 

• jl +i 2d. + -si 7» Si. I }8. Si if Ai. 
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BOOK unfed him. But truth obliges us to declare, for 
the honour of the Portuguefe, that they did not 
* furrendtr till after a moft obftmatc defence. The 

commander of the viftonous party alked the op- 
pofiie commander, m a boailing Rram which is 
not natural to hia nation, when he would come 
back again to the place? When your crimes arc 
greater than our*s, replied the Portuguefe gravely. 

The conquerors found a Rrong-built fort ; a 
very healthy climate, though hot and damp , but 
the trade was entirely decayed \ the continual 
cxaftions having deterred all nations from refort- 
ing there. It has not been revived by ihe< com- 
pany, either on account of fome inrupcrablc diffi- 
culties, or the want of moderation,’ or the fear of 
injuring Batavia. ^Tbe tranfadioos at prefent arc 
confined to a fmall quantity of opium and gold, 
Tome linens, tin, and .vory. ’ 

iHBift trade would be more confiderable, if 
the princes adhered more faithfully to the exclu- 
fivc treaty fubfilling between them. Unfortu- 
nately for their intercfts, they have formed con- 
nexions with the Bnglilh, who furnifli them with 
the commodities they want at a cheaper rate, and 
give a greater price lor ihcir mcrchandifc. Their 
farms and culloms make them fomc little amends, 
bringing m 320,000 livrcs • a year. Ihefe revo- 
Tiucs, however, and the advantages of commerce 
taken together, are not fuflicicnt to mamtam (he 
garnfort and people employed, which cofts the 
compiiiy 44,000 hvres , 

Inis-might for a long time have appeared to 
be a (iiiall facnficc. Betoro the Buropeans had 
doubled the Cape of Good Hope, the Moors, who 
were the only maruiuic people in India, failed 

« 9.»661 ii» 4 d ,,B,}1 63 Sd 
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from Sunt and Bengal .to Malacca, where thcyOOOlc 
found traders from the Molucca iQands, Japan, 
and China. When the Pottuguefe became maf- 
ters of ithis place, they did not wall till the mcr- 
chandife of the EaH; was brought from Afta, but 
they went to fetch it tbcmfclvcs, and returned by 
the Sunda iHands. When the Dutch had got 
pofli-ffiou'of Malacca and Batavia, tlicy were 
niadcrs of the two only, paflages that were then 
known and were able to intercept in time of war 
the enemy’s veflcls, Thc.Straits of Lombock and 
Bali have beeu difcovercd fincc, and Malacca then 
loll the only advantage that gave it importance. 
Fortunately, for the Hollanders at this period, 
they were fubduing Cc)lon, which was to fupply 
them with cinnamon, as the Moluccas did with 
nutmeg aud cloves. , 

Spilueu'o, the firft of their admirals who dif.Sntie- 
playcd his dag on the coaft of this delicious ifland, Sriut^ 
found the Portuguefe employed in fubverting tlie«Cejion. 
government and the religion of the country j in 
exciting the fovcrcigns, among whom it was dV- 
vided, to dehroy each other j and in raifing them- 
felves upon the ruins of the ftates that were thus 
fucccflivcly dcmoliflicd. He oflered the court of 
Candy the afliftance of bis country, which was 
joyfully accepted, Tou may ajjure your, majiers^ 
faid the monarch, that if they •wijl build a fort, my^ 
fel/y my uife, and cbildrtny will be the foremoji m 
bringing the Tiecejhry matenab. ^ 

The people of Ceylon looked upon the Dutch 
in no other light than as the enemies of their op 
prclTors, and joined them. By their united forces 
the Portuguefe were, towards the year 1658, cn 
tirely expelled, after a long,, bloody, and^obfli 
nate war. All their feillcmcnts fell into the handi 
of the company, who ftill keep poflTcflion of them; 

. ' S a cxccpiini 
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BOOK excepting a fmall diflnd oa the caftern coall, 
without any port, from whence the fovcreign of 
’ “ ’ the country had his fait j thefe fettlcments formed 

a regular ftnng, extending from, tuo to twcUc 
leagues into the inland parts of the iHand. 

It is at Mataran only, and that not for any 
confiderable time part, that pepper and colfcc arc 
cultivated. The territory of Negombo produces 
the bell cinnamon. Columbo, known for 
the goodnefs of it*i arcca, is the capital of the co- 
lony. Had It not been for the expcnccs which the 
Portuguefe had laid out upon this place, the bad- 
refs of It’s road would probably ha>c determined 
the conquerors to fix their adminiftration and for- 
ces at the promontory of Galla, where the harbour, 
though too narrow and dilllcult of accefs, is much 
fuperior. Still greater conveniences, and more 
fecurity would be found at Innquimafe: but this 
excellent and fpacious iiarbour is fituated m an 
ungrateful foil, and at too great a diftance from all 
vendible commodities, *o be proper for a fiaplc. 
The ufe of the ports of Jillianapatan, Manar, 
-and Calpentine, to prevent nil commercial in- 
tcrcourle with the people of the neighbouring 
continent. 

By thefe precautions, the company have ap- 
propriated til the produQions of the iflnnd. 
Ihc various articles which conftituic the fcvcral 
branches of trade, arc, i Divers precious Hones, 
vnoft of which arc of an inferior quality. The 
Cooleys on the coafi of Coromandel, are the per- 
fons whe buv them up, cut them, and difpcrfe 
them m the fevcral parts of India. 

r. cAc coiTTparry fray «ngiVe 

foU, nincdcmcrs* apound, coffcc^forwhichthey 
only pay fopr fols, four dcnicrs f , and cardatnoiu, 

• AlwBt J . -I^LKile m- ^ 
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which has no fixed ‘ price. *Tiie natives of* tlicB o o iC 

country are fo 'indolent,' that thefc produflions ^ [*• 

will never tup to any great advantage. 1 > ‘ 

* '■3. A HUNDREn bales of handkerchiefs, pagnes 
and gingham, of aTme-red colour, which are fa* 
bricated by the Mahbars'at Jafranapatan, where 
they h.pc long been fettled. ’ • - 

4; A bma‘x.l quantity of ivory, and about' fifty 
elephants, which are carried to the coaft of Coro. 

‘mandel. Thus this gentle and peaceful animal,' 
which is too ufeful to mankind to be fuilcrcd tb 
remain upon an iflarid, is-tranfported to the -con- 
lineht, to 'aggravate' and bcar 'a-part in the dan- 
■gers and horrors of war. ■ ■ ’ " . . ■ 'i. ' ; 

‘5, A’reca, which the company buys at the rate 
‘of eleven livrcs* (he ammonan/a kindof meafurc 
which is'fuppofcd to hold twenty ihoufand arccas; 
and fells upon the fpot at thirty-fi.x or forty livres f; 

The areca,' is a fruit* rather common in -moft 
parts of Afia, and cfpccially at Ceylon. It grows 
upon a kind of palm-tree, which, like the cocoa- 
tree, has fibrous roots, and a cyllrfdrical 'ftcin,* 
marked with circular inequalities large penna- 
tified leaves, (Itcathed at their bafes, and covered 
with a kind of net-work when they arc young j 
' clufters of male and female flowers together,' and 
inclofcd, before they expand,' in fpatha. - It is' 
dilliiiguilhcd by the trunk being equally firalt 
throughout it*s length; the divtfions of It’s" leaves 
arc larger, 'and thofc which arc placed ai ihe end 
of the center co/la arc gcncrally Ihortcr than the 
refl, and denticulated at the ]X)int/' 

The grearcll dificrencc'Jlcs Tn the fruit, which 
is oviform. It’s bark is finooth and rather thick 5 
the kernel within it is of a'whiiifli colour, of a 
fubftance' analogous to that of the nutmeg, and of 
' • 53. 2d. ‘ ' -i-Fraia ti.'ias. to (I. 3}:. ^ 

the 
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BOO K the fame fize, but harder, and ftreaked internally. 

^ _“L^. This fruit Is much ufed^in Alia.., \yhcn eaten by 
itfclf, as it fomciimcs is by the Indians/ it impo- 
vcrilhcs the blood, and dries Up the fibres. It 
is not attended with tbefe inconveniences when 
mixed With betel. - t, 

^ The betel is a plant that creeps or climbs, like 
the ivy, aloUg iide of trees or props, to which it 
fixes itfclf by fm'all roots. - From each joint of il*3 
farmcniofc ftem a leaf goes olT fiiaped almoft like 
a heart, rather long and narrowed at it’s extre- 
’raity, like that of the convolvulus, or bmweed, 
ufually marked vvUh feven nerves, more or lefs 
apparent. The Sowers arranged in a clofc cluflcr, 
pulh out at the infcrtion of the leaves, and re- 
femble the flowers of the pcar*trce, winch has a 
great affinity to this plant. The betel grows in 
cyc^.part of India, but docs not'Comc to per- 
feilion except in damp and cla) cy places. There 
arc private cultivations of it, which turn out t^ 
a good account, bccaufc of i;’s being in con* 
■ftantufe. . . 


i. of the day, and even in lhcn)glit» 

the Indians chew the leaves of the betel, the bit- 
tcnicftt of which is corrcdlcd by the arcca that ii 
wrapped up in them. There is conftantly mixed 
on ** cinnam, a kind of burnt lime made of 
Ihclls. The rich frccjucnily add perfumes, either 
tv their vanitv or thrlr 


fenfuahty. 

ot politenefi 


p V. , tcnJual 

iT would be thought a breach of politcncfs 
araons the Indiim to tal.c leave for anylettglh of 
„'r"h’, V” cveh other with a putfe: 

ot betel. It IS a pledge of Itiendn.ip that relictct 
the pim of abrenee. It u cullomary to hate the 
mouth alwayi perfumed uiih Lctel, uiilef# cue u 
going to .rddrefs one's rureriors. 'Ihc uemen 
of gallantry arcthc moft iaviUt inthe ufe of betel, 
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as being a poucrful incentive to love. • Betel, is B o O'K^ 
taken alter meals; it Is chewed during a vifit; it , ^ 
is ottered when yon jneet, and when yon feparatc ;i 
in lUort, notUing la 19 he done without betel. If; 
it bcinjurionsto the tccth,'it afliHs and ftrengthensj 
^the ftomach, This is at lead the prejudice gene-> 

'rally prevailing throughout India. 1 » 

6. The pearl filhery, which' is alfo one of tha ' 
fources off the, Revenue of Ceylon. Iti5noim> 
probable'conjcftarc,' that this illand, which is only} 
fifteen leagues from the continent, was - at foma 
diftant period, fcparaicd from Uibyrfoma great 
conyulfion of nature. The tra£f of^fca, which ah 
prefept divides it from the land, ,iafa full of lhal<; 

Ipws, .that no /hips can lail upon, it; .and there; 
are only a few places where fmall boats may paft 
m four or five feet water. , jThcv, Dutch, who 
alTumc the fovcrcignty here, have always two 
armed floops to enforce the payment of the taxes 
they have iinpofed. In this ftrait die pearl filliery 
IS carried on, which was formerly of fo much im-* 
portance ; but this fourcc of wealth has been foi 
much exhauded, that it is but fcldom it can be 
reforted to. The bank, indeed, is vifilcd every 
)car,^ to fee how it is rcplcnilhcd with oyders; 
but, in general, it is five or fix years before a fuf- 
ficient quantity is to be. found. The fiflicry is 
then fanned out ; and, every thing computed, it 
may produce to the revenues of the company 
aoo,ooo livtcs •. Upon ihp fame coads is found 
a flicU-filli called chanque, of which the Indians 
at Bengal make bracelets. The fiOicry is free, 
but the trade is cxclufivc. , . 

But the great object of the company is cinna- 
mon, which IS the produce oI .1 fpcctcsof laurel* 

The root of this tree is fibrous, covered with a 
- ’ • 8, till- Sd. 
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BOOKvcry odoriferous bark, from which a real cam- 
phire is cNtraftcd by dtlliiiation* U*s trunk, of a 
moderate height, U divided into fev cral branches \j 
it's leaves, almoft always oppofitc and green, arc 
oval, fliarp pointed, and marked with three prin-i 
cipal nerves} they are of a dark green, and iiavc^ 
the fmcll of the clove. It is at their axilla, or at 
the extremity of the branches^ that rvc find cluf- 
ters of very (mall white flowers, each coinpofcd ' 
pf fix petals, nine lamina, and oncpi(liI,'uhIch, 
as it ripens, becomes a fmall berry of the form ^ 
and confidence of an olive, and filled with a bony 
kernel. According” to fomc obferver*, the pifld j 
and the (lamina arc feparatc and fupported upon . 
two diifercnt plants, one male, the leaves of which 
arc (Ivarpcr ; the other Icmalc, which has them 
rounder. The berry, when boiled In water, yields ; 
ail oil which fwims at the top, and takes fire. If 
it be fuilered to congeal, it acquires a degree of 
wlntcnefs and confidence, and candles are made 
pr.it which Jiavc an agreeable finell, and arc k?pt 
only tor the ufe‘oF the king of Ceylon. 2 

The wood has no fraVll : ihc bark, which con- 
lifts ot three layers, and covers the trunk and the 
branches, is the only valuable part of the tree. 
In the months of February and September, that 
is to fay, when the fap is mod abundant, the two 
external layers arc removed vvuh great care, fo 
as not to injure that which is dofe to the Wood ; 
in order that the wood may with eafe acquire a 
frefh bark,' which is taken off as ihe former at 
the end of eighteen mantles. T htfc barks, when 
llripped of their epidermis, which is grey, and 
rugged arp cut into dices, and expofed to tile 
fun, and curl up in drying. 

^ The old trees furnifli only a coarfc and ahnon: 
infipid kind of cipnamon j but tp make them 

. young 
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IP -again, it is fuflicicnt to cut off the trunk, n O o K 
Sock then produces a number of frcfti Ucras , 


youn, 

The ! 

tthich anfwer every expeftation. 

• Thc cinnamon is not reckoned excellent, un- 
Icfs it be fine, fmooth, brittle, thin, of a yellow 
colour inchning to red, fragrant, aromatic, and , 
of a poignant, yet agreeable taftc. .The con- , 
noiffeurs give the preference to that, the pieces of . 
\\hich arc longibut flcndcr. It adds to thc deli- 
cacies of- the- table, 'and is of fovcrclgn ufcaii. 
medicinc. 

At Ceylon, thc art of flripping the cinnamon 
trees is an employment of itfclf and of the meaneft^ 
kind* Per this reafon, it is left to thc Cooleys 
alone, who form thcloweftof thc calls. Any 
other indhidual who Ihould follow this bufinef>, . 
would be- ignominioufiy expelled fro>n his tribe, , 

The whole ifland is not covered with, cinna- 
mon trees, as it is generally fuppofed ; nor is it 
pofliblc to firip all thofe that grow there. The 
mountains, inhabited by thc Bedas, arc full of 
them ; but tlicfc fingular people, do not admit 
either the Europeans, or the Cingla^s into their , 
country ; and there' is no poflibility of penetrat- 
ing into it without being perpetually engaged in 
war. Thc Dutch buy the greateft part of thc 
cinnamon they want Irom their fubjccls at Nc- 
gombo, Golumbo, and the promontory of Galla’, 
the only difiriSs under their dominion that fupply 
any. ^ 'ihc reft they obtain front the court of 
Gandi, at a. higher price. One with another, 
however, it docs not coll them more than thir- 
teen loh, two cfenicrs • a pound. , 

The territorial revenue, thc cufloms, and other 
branches of trade at Ceylon, do not yield annually 
more than two railUons, two hundred thoufand 

* About 


hvres ; 
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R o O.K Uvrcs* ; but the cxpcnccs.of.the goi emment, and 
^ defence of it amount to two.jniUions^ four hun- 
dred and twenty tbou&ud,lIvres f : thb deficiency 
is .fupplicd-) froniathc »profits on the cinnanlon, 
« which ar;e applied to defray the>.cxpenccs < of th^ 
■war^,. that arc bnt too frequent-in thefc parts. 

TJpoN.thccfirit commencement -of hofijlidcs, 
moft ofjhc.inbabitanu who dwell upon the coaft, 
and deleft thcEuropcan.yokc, retire into .the in- 
land parts ofiJhe country,, c 'l^hcy do not' even al- 
vayi. wait for this fignal, but fomctimc8.taKc'th<t 
refolution to, withdravV thcmfclvcs-as. fQ(jn.as they 
perceive the Icaft mlfundcrfianding between ibeic 
old and new/f matters.' Thc,u{urpcrs,\tbcn dc-. 
prived of the bands that ufcdto fupply thcnt.wiiii 
riches, arc obliged to penetrate, by lorce of . arnb» 
• into a country mtcrfcclcd in all partsiby.riycrs, 
woods, ravins and mountains. ' >■■■', f' 

. Th£ Dutch, who forefaw thefc calamities, en- 
deavoured, from the time of their firft fctilcmcnt 
in the country, to feducc the king of .Candi,. by 
all the means tliat arc generally moft prevailing 
among the dcfpotic princes of Afia. . Every ycac 
they fen^ an ambaflador laden, with rich prefents, 
They ottered their Jhips to convey bis priefts to 
Siam, to be inttruAcd ui the religion of that 
country, which is the fame wuh his-own. Al- 
though they had fubdued the forts and -lands 
which were occupied by the Porlugucfe, they 
contented thcmfelves with receiving from this 
prince the appellation of guurd:ai:s of ba CGsJii, 

. i hey alfo made him fcvcral other conccOlons. , 
liicse fmgular inttanccs of maDagcmcot have 
not, howettr, been ahva)j fulFicicnt to maintain 
tranquillny, which has fcvcral times been intcr- 
lupted. Ihc war, which ended on the i^lhof 

• SI.6«61 4d. + tce.’js’ 6t w. 
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Fcbrw^ry 1766, Utid been thclongeft and the mofti>.Q 0 >k; 
a£l»ve ot any that had been opcafioncjl U/ miftruft, . 
and the claQung of intcrcfts. As the companjr 
prefenbed terms to a monarch who wzs driven 
from hiS capital, and qbhged to wander m the 
woods, they made a very advantageous treatyj 
Ihcir fovercigniy was acknowledged over allahc 
countries they were in poiTcfllon of before the 
trpubles broke out X and that part of the coafts 
which remained in the occupation of the natives* 
was ceded to them. ^They axe to be allowed to 
peal the cinnamon nT all the plains, and the court 
IS to fell them the bed fort that is produced m the 
mountainous parts at the rate of two-livrcs, feven 
fols, two dcnicrs* per pound Ihcir agents are 
authonfed to extend ihcir trade to all pacts where 
they think It can be carried on wnh advantage. 

1 he goYcrniucnt engages to Inve tio conncflion 
with any other foreign power; and even to dch« 
ver up any Europeans who may happen to have 
mfinuated themfcivcs into the ifland. In return 
for fo many conccllions, the king 1$ to receive 
annually the value of the produce of the ceded 
coafts . and Jrom thence his fubjcfls arc to be 
furniflicd gratis with fait fuflicient forfthcir con- 
fumption. ^It fhould feem that the Company may 
aenve great adv antages from fo favourable an, 
agreement. ^ 

The property of the lands m Ceylon belongs 
to the fovcreign more pxriicularly than in any 
other par; of India. 'Ihis pernicious f)nem has 
in that jfiand been attended wttft the feral caafe- 
qucnccs that are infeparable from it. 1 he people 
arc in a ftaic of total inactivity. They live in 
huts, have no runuture, and fubfill upon fruits , 
and thofe who are the mod aihueni, have: no 
* Near as 
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BOOK Other covering than a piece of coarfe linen wrap-- 
ped about their, \vai{l« It were to be wiflted that 
theDutch \v'ould purfuc a fcheme, which all the 
nations who have cQablidied, colonies in iifia arc 
• to blame never to have attempted, and that is, to' 
diftribute the lands among the families, and make 
them, their' own properly. They \%oold forget, 
and pcrhaps'hate their former lovereign ; they- 
would attach thcmfclvcs to a government that 
confultcd their happinefs ; they would become 
induftriouSjtahd' occafion a greater confumption. 
Under fuch' circumflances the ifland of Ceylon 
would enjoy that opulence which was defigned it 
by nature rJit^would be-fecure from rcvolutionSj|' 
and be enabled to fupport the fetilemcnts of the 
neighbouring continent, which it ris bound tu 
protect. * ' 1 - . ^ ^ _ 

■■As foon^as the, Dutch appeared in lndia>-they 
were dcfirous'of having faflories on the coafls of- 
Coromandel apd Orixa, . With the confent of the 
fovereigns of the country, they cftabllflicd fomc 
at different times, on the fifliiug coaft, at Nega- 
patnam; at^,Sadrafpatnam, at PeUicate, and af 
Bimilipatnamr They obtain annually from thefc^ 
fcvcral fertlements, for.thc Afutic or European 
markets, four^ or five ihoufand bales of rmcn,‘ 
which arc conveyed to Negapatnam,‘the princi- 
pal of all^thefc ftaiions. This ftaple was entirely 
open till the' year 1690, when a tolerably regular 
citadel was buijt there, ,but of. little extent. 'The 
houTcs allowed to bc-crc^led there at intervals, 
having in procefs of time* rendered the fortifica-- 
tions ufclcfs, it was rcfolvcd, in- to furround 
die town with'walls. Ids territory, which at firfk 
was much confined, was Aicccffivcly enlarged with 
ten or twelve villages, which were filled with ma- 
jiufaftares. 
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B O d iw ' Arrcp this conquefl, the Dutch thduglit them- 
certain of canning on a confidcrablc tradrf 
in Malabar.' The event lias not anfvr cred the cx- 
pcftaiions conceived, for the Comparu* have not 
fuccCcdedi according to their hopes, of excluding 
other European nations from this coaft. 'fhey 
pTbeureno merchandife there, but what they are 
famithed with from their other fcttlcmcnts ; and 
being rivalled in their trade they arc obliged to 
give a higher price here than in the markets, 
where they enjoy an cxcluhtc privilege.' ' 

ThlIh articles of falc confift of a fraal! quan- 
tity of alum, benzoin, camphire, tutenague, fu- 
gar, iron, calin, lead, copper, and quickfilvcrl 
The veflcl that ha* tarried this trifling cargo; 
returns to Batavia laden uiih caire, or cocoa-trcc 
. bark, for the ofe of the port. By ihcfc articles 
the Company gain, at inofl, 395,000 hvres 
which, with 154,000 litres f, the produce of the 
cuRoms, make the fum total of 550,000 IIvtcs J* 
In time of profound peace, the Inairiienance of 
theic fetilcmcnts colls 510,400 hvres § ; fo that 
there arc no more than 39,600 hues H remaining 
to defray the cxpcnccs of their Ihlpping, for w hich 
that fum is certainly not fufficient. ’ 

It is true, the Company gets two millions 
weight of pepper from Malabar, which is carried 
in Hoops to‘Cc)lon, where it is put aboard the 
ftnps fitted out for Europe. It is likcwife true, 
that, b) virtue of thefe capitulations, they pay 
only thirty-eight hvres, eight fols* for pepper; 
for which the rival Companies pay, from forty* 
threef, to forty-eight hvresj, and private mer- 
chants ftill a great deal more: but whatever ad- 
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B O’CT'iC After this conqucft,' the Dutch thought them- 
feives certain of carrying on a confiderablc tradd' 
in MalabarJ" The event has not anfvvcred the-ex- 
peftations conceived, for the Company hav&not* 
fuccecdedyticcording to their hopes, of excluding 
other European nations from this coaft. Thcy^ 
procuTcno mcTchandife there, but what they are 
furnilhcd with' from^ their other fettlemciits ; and’ 
being tUaUed in their trade they arc obliged to 
give a higher price • here than in the markets^ 
where they enjoy an exclufivc prrvilegc.' *. 

" Thlir articles of falc-confift of a fraall ’quan- 

tity of alum, benzoin, carophirc, tutenague, fui^ 
gar, 'iron, calin,’ lead, copper, and quickfilvcr* ' 
The ve 0 cl that has carried this trifling cargoiT 
returns to Batavia laden with caire, or cocoa^tree 
4 bark, for the ufe of the port. By thefe articles 
the Company gain, at mofti 39^,000 livres*^ 
which, with '1 54,000 Hvres f» the produce of the 
cufloms, make the>fum total qf 550,000 livres|* 
In time of profound peace, the maintenance ‘Of^ 
thclc-fctilcmcnts cofls 5io,40o livfcs § j fo that* 
there are- no more than 39,600 litres |] remaining 
to defray the expcnccs of their flilpping, for which 
that futti is certainly not fufficientr' • 

‘ It is true, the Company gets two millions 
weight of pepper from Malabar, which is carried 
in floops 10 Ceylon, whcrc-lt is put aboard the* 
fliips fitted out for Europe. It is likcwifc-true, 
that, by virtue of. thefe capitulations, they pay 
only thirty-eight livrcs, eight fols* for pepper; 
for which the ’rival Companies pay, from forty- 
three t» to forty-eight hvresj, and private mer- 
chants flill a great deal more: but whatever ad- 
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B 0 d iv ' Arrnr. this conqucft, llic Dutch thought them- 
^^i^fclvcs certain of caTr)ing on a confidcrablc tradd 
in Mahbar,* Tlic ctem has not anfwcred ilic cx- 
pcQatiOns conceived* for the Companj’ have not 
fuccCcdedi according tothdir honw, of excluding 
other European nations from tlui coall. 'HicjT 
procure no incrchandife there, but what they arc 
furninicd wiih from their other fctllcmcnts j and 
being n\ ailed in their trade they arc obliged to 
give a higher price here than in the markets, 
where they enjoy an cxcluHve prnilcgc.' 

Thuk articles of falc confift of a finall 'quan- 
tity of alum, benzoin, camphire, tutenaguc, fu-^ 
gar, iron, cahn, lead, copper, and quickfdvcr* 
The veffei tliat has tamed this trifling cargd? 
TCturtis to Eatavia laden with calrc, or cocoa-ircc 
. bark, for the ufc of the port. By ihcfc articles 
the Company gain, at mofl, 596,000 livrcs*, 
which, with 1 54, coo litres f, the produce of the 
cuftoms, make the fom total of 550,000 livrcs t* 
In time of profound peace, the maiUlenauce of 
tUefe fettlcinents colls 510,400 livrcs § ; fo that 
there are no more than 39,600 litres jf remaining 
todefrayrhe expcnccs of their flilpplng, forMhich 
that fum is ccrmmlynoi fnliiclcnt.' 

It is true,' the Company gets two millions 
weight of pepper from Malabar, which is carried 
in Hoops to ‘Ceylon, whcrc^itls put aboard the 
ftiips fated out for Europe. It Is hkewife true, 
that, by vltiuc of thefe capaulations, they pay 
only thirty-eight llvres, eight fols • for pepper; 
for wTiich the rival Companies pay, f^rom forty- 
tbreet, to foriy-elght llvres J, and private mer- 
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^-antagc they may derive from thistirticlei is more BOOK 
than abTorbed by the bloody x^ars it occafions. . 

These .obfcmtions had undoubtedly cfcapcd 
the notice' of Golonefs, the dircftor-gcncral of 
Batavia, -whenrhe ventured v to affirm, that the 
fettiement of Malabar, which he had long fuper- 
inicnded,''was one of the moft important fculci 
ments belonging to the Company. “ I am fo 
‘J far from being of your opinion, faid general. 

MoTTcl, that I could with the fca had fwallowcd 
** it up a century ago'.** 

* Be this as it may, the Dutch, in the height ofsetiit- 
thclr fuccefs, felt the want of a place where their of 
veflcls might put in for rcfrclhments, cither in 
going to, or returning from India. They wcrcofGood*^ 
undetermined in their choice, when Van-Ricbcck^'’f®' 
the furgeon, in KS^o, propofed llic Cape of 
Good Hope, whichfthc Portuguefe had impru* 
dcntly neglcftcd. This judicious man, during a 
ftay of Tome weeks, was convinced that a colony 
might be placed to advantage on this foutliern 
Extremity of Africa, which might ferve as a ftaple 
for the commerce of Europe and Afia. The care 
of forming this fettiement was committed to him; 
and his mcafurcs were concerted upon a good 
plan. He made a regulation that every man who 
chofc to fix there, fhould have a proper quantity 
of land allotted 'him. Corn, cattle, and utcnfils 
were to be provided for tbofc who wanted them. 

Young women taken from alms-houfes were given 
them as companions, to alleviate and to fhare 
their fatigues. All perfons, who after three years 
found the climate 'did not agree with them, had» 
Ubcrty.to return to .Europe, and to difpofe of 
their poffeflions-itt what manner ‘they chofc. 

Having fettled ihefc arrangements, he fct foiL 

The 
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Tilt lAfRc Uttft of country which it was pro* 
pofcd to cultivate, was inhabited by the Hotten- 
tots, who arc a people divided into fcvcral clans, 
each of which forms a fmall independent repub- 
Vic? ihclr villages conhll of liuts covered with 
fk'ms,' which cannot be entered without creeping 
upon their hands and knees, and arc difpofed in a 
circle, Thefe huts arc hardly of any other ufe 
than to hold a few provlfions and houfchold furni* 
turc. The Hottentots never enter them but In 
the rainy fcafon. They are always found lying 
at their doors; there it is, that, equally regard- 
Icfs of the future, and the part, they Deep, fmokc; 
and lnto:tvcatc thcmfclvcs. 

Thp management of cattle is tlic foie employ- 
ment of thefe ravages. As there is but one herd 
in cacii town, which is common to all tiic inha« 
bitams, each of them is appointed to guard it In 
his turn. This poll requires conDant vigilance, 
the country being full of wild voracious beaDs. 
The fhcplicrd fends out fcouts every day. If a 
leopard or tyger be fccti in the neighbourhood, 
the whole town takes up arms, and flics to the 
enemy, who fcldom cfcapcs from a multitude of 
polfoncd arrows, or fharp Rakes hardened in the 
fire. ’ 

As the Hottentots neither liave, nor appear to 
have riches, and that their fheep, which is all 
tbdr property, arc in common; there* muft 
ncccfiarily be but little caufc for difputes among 
them. -Accordingly, they arc united to each other 
by the tics of unaUcrablc fricndfhip: nor would 
they ever engage in war with their' neighbours, 
?/. v.'5i'en<e.’7/y,5wi Vrrt; 7ricp- 

Ircrds on-accoum of caul e that may have flrayed' 
or been carried off. 


Like- 
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t-iKE all people who lead a paftoVal life, thcyc 0 o K. 
Sire full of benevolence, and pirtakt, in feme , 
degree, of the unclcdnlmcfs and ftupidity of the 
animals thef keep. They have inllitutcd a badge 
of djftin£lion, with which ihey honour thofe who 
have filhdued any, of the mohders that arc dc- 
llruGivi: to their Ihccpfoldi. The apoihcofis of 
Hercules had no other origin. ‘ i 

It would be a dilHcuU matter to deferibe the 
language of thefc favages with the charafters we 
make ufe of.'^ It iS a kmd of warbhng, compofed 
of>.\vhidlings,, and other extraordinary founds, 
which have fcarccly any affinity to our*s. 

The fabulous accounts, which fay that the wo- 
men of this nation have a flcfliy 'apron, falhng 
down from the middle of the belly, o\ cr the parts 
of generation, are at length difcrcditcd; It has 
been cettified, that thefc women arc formed 
nearly In the fcme manner as we fee many others 
in hot climates, where the external organs, both 
upwards and all round, acquire a larger ilae, 
and a more extended (hape than in temperate 
climates. But it is very certain, and has often 
been obferved, that the Hottentot men have but 
* one tcdiclc. 

The fame views of utility, and the prefence 
of the fame dangers, infpires mankind with the 
fame ideas, both in the depth of forclls, and m 
the midft of focicty. It is not clear eveh whe- 
thee tiiis obfervation ought not to be extended 
to'animals. Birds have a warble that is peculiar 
to them; and which is of another kind, w’hea 
they arc to Watch over their own prcfcrvation, 
or that of their young. It is a matter we are 
ignorant of, whether thefc fignals, as temporary 
as the wants that occafion them, arc, or are not, 
the confcqvicncc of rcilcSion. But it is certain 

VoL I. T that 
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BOOK Ti:e large traft of coviBtrj* v-hich it \vn$ pro* 
pofed to cultivate, vas inhabited by the llottcn- 
"''^^tots, who arc a people divided into fcvcral clans, 
each of which forms a fmall independent repub- 
lic; their villages conftll of huts covered with 
ihins, which cannot be entered without creeping 
upon their hands and knees, and arc dirpofed in a 
circle, Thefe huts arc hardly of any other ufc 
than to hold a few provifions and houfehold furni- 
ture. The Hottentots never enter them but in 
the rainy fcafon. lliey are always found lying 
at their doors; tlicre it is, that, equally regard- 
Icfs of the future, and the paft, they deep, fmokc; 
and inio:ticatc thcmfchxs. 

Thr management of cattle is the foie employ- 
• ment of thefe favages. As there is but one herd 
In eacl) town, which is common to alt the inha- 
bitants, each of them is appointed to guard it in 
his turn. This poll requires conflant vigilance, 
the country being full of wild voracious beads* 
The fiicplicrd fends out fcouts every day. If a 
leopard or tyger be feen in the neighbourhood, 
the whole town takes up arms, and flics to the 
enemy, who feldom efcapes from a multitude of 
poifoned arrows, or fharp flakes hardened in the 
fire. I . 

As the Hottentots neither have, nor appear to 
have riches, and that their fiiccp, which is all 
their property, arc in common; there- rnuft 
ncccfTanly be but little caufc for difputcs among 
them.. Accordingly, they arc united to each other 
by the ties of unalterable friendlhip: nor would 
they ever engage in war with their neighbours, 
ir it were not for the quarrels between the fliep- 
licrds on-account of cattle that may have flraycd . 
or been carried off. 

' Like 
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Like all people 'srho lead a paftoral life, they fl o o K. 
ate full of benc\blencc, and partakb, in fome, 
degree, of the undcanfmefs and ftopidiiy of the 
animals they keep. Thev ha\e inflitutcd a badge 
of diftinfiion, with whiem Ihcy honour thofe tvho 
have Cibdued any of the mohflcrs that arc dc- 
llru&ivr to their mccpfolds. The apothcofis of 
Hercules had no other origin. ‘ 

' It would be a dtlhcult matter to deferibe the 
language of tbefc favages with the charaflcrs we 
nlakc ufc of.' It is a kind of warbhng, conipofed 
of- wbiftlings, and other extraordinary founds, 
w'hlch ha\c feared)' any affinity to our*s. 

The fabulous accounts, which fay that the" wo-. 
men of this nation have a flclhy apron, falling 
down from the middle of the belly, over the parts 
of generation, are at length diferedited. It has 
been certified, (hat thefe women arc -formed 
nearly in the fame manner as we fee many others 
in hot climates, where the external brgans, both 
upwards and all round, acquire a larger fize, 
and a more extended lhape tlian in temperate 
climates. But it is very certain, and has often 
been obfcrTcd, that the Hotlcmot men have but 
* one (cfiiclc. 

The fame views of utility, and the prefence 
of the fame dangers, infpires mankind with the 
fame ideas, both irt the depth of forchs, and in 
the midfl of fociety. It is not clear cveh whe- 
thet this obfcrvation ought not to be extended 
to animals. Birds have a warble that is peculiar 
to them j and which U of another ‘kind, when 
ihdy arc to watch orcr their own prcferTation, 
or that of their young. It is a matter we arc 
ignorant of, whether thefe fignals, as temporary 
ss the wants that occafion them, are, or are not, 
the conrequence of refieflipn. But it is certain 

VoL I. T that 
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) (hey ?re m them, 55 wsl| 5s m VSi, the effects 
— , ot epneern^ fijar, jpd q,i!C?f , and that habit 
-mnkes thcni appejt fueb ^0 path other. Thn? it 
IS that in polpipal retphitions. the cpnfpirators 
ha^ea figpil by wbico they know each oilier, 
noiwithrtan^mg ^he twnxult ihat prevails, an 4 m, 
die inidfl of the eonfnfiou. It ij a cro6\ a fea- 
ther, a karf, or a ribband , It IS an exclamation, 
a \iord, or th^ fomn^of nn inftrotnont, v-tneh 
awaken'i tiigfc to. wbon^ U is nddrefled j while it 
thofe^ w|i9 hav^ not ihi; Key of it, jnvolied 
in ileep and fccurujj. 

Such was^ according aji probability, the 
brie origin of njoft of thp finggfar quftoms we 
find aijnong ravages, qnd even anxpng civiliz?^ 
nations '1 hey were dia«;)gwftlng charaaers of 
the chn tg yhich tl^ev bcl9ngcd, and, oistK^ by 
r *nej^ kn?w each gthcr. 'i’he circumciflon 
of the Jgws and Mohanxmed/inia pcrhtjps 
adopted with the faqg vicv^ datnofes, fla.ttened 
and oblong heads, hanging andbgred ears, or a.s 
the figure^ traced Vppg tljc flvig,. the nvirks tji^dc 
with burning inflrujneHts^thc long andfiioi t heads 

o liair^ and the o\ijldaUoii of certain members 
nmoiig other nitions. By tlie araputatiqn of the 
prepuccj one j Jew gr MohauJtncdan difco\crs 
hiHirdl to, another, and by tltat pf the tcdiclc, 
one Holtcntqt Mrt^lJ,;, tq another that he is of 
H.n, « ' And ryhy flionld not tliek 

conform' J r f f'mtndlhip, pr the 

the mr ^ of religious svprlhip , to perpctui,tc 
=l¥qefit or of an iniiry or to 
’’‘■ “"t tC purfoiraf 
=Ser cIa6''t' "■”««« S™.tudc towards 
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The mori thd ftatc of man fliall be /educed B 0 O E 
to that of a \?4ndcring people, fcbe more ihfcfc 
tokciis 'be ufefol. Let us fiippofc tveb 
duals, who fiioll have had no kind of intefcoUrfe 
with each other in thiir own couiitrp^ mCCtifig to- 
gether ‘m a diftant cUmatc» They itdmediatily 
rccogniac ohc another, addrefs each ether with 
mutual confidence, cmbriccy coitimunicnte fhei/ 
reciprocal fufferihgs* plcafures< or wants, arid 
lend each oihcrt afliftance. Legifiato^S, atixtaus 
of keeping the nations they had tiviliicd,^ 
rale from the barbarous people ibat furroOrtdCd 
them, and apprehending that in proc^Fs of tithe 
tlifiy might fiill be confounded with tht general 
mala, have placed thefefigns tinder the flrffliorV 
of the Gbds. The favhgcs Ifavc miric them as 
permanent' as pofuble* atf ihucfl by the degree 
of conlideVatiorr 'rliq- nttaCh tathem/ .1? by the 
violcrtco they hate cohftantly done' to nature. 

Thus it is that the tmclViUacd world,- Itaving’ nb 
fixed fyfteih of dducatiod, aflbciairon^ and mora- 
lity, have fupplicd the want of them by OfiKCrral 
habits.' The dirpbfitiofi of iW 01101310 deter- 
mined thi choice ot tflefe. ITie childreiTof nature 
were fubjcctcd, witholit fufpeilirfg it, to a fmgo- 
lar kind of authoritr, which gdvetned witliout' 
opprefiingthem; and thus it is iharthC'Hotteft- 
tors afiamed the manrierrof herdriftenr. 

But ir maybealked, whether thefd HoftentOls 
arc happy? And in return, I fliailafc/ Where tir* 
the riiaiv foprqudic^d imfevoot of ibendvantages^ 
of our fociai iriftuuYicm^, and fo grcara'fttanget' 
to our fuficrings, as not fomclimes tb return m’ 
idea into the tntdil of the forefty, or at leak to 
emyr life happinefff, innocence; and tranquillity 
of a patriarchal life? This is crafily the life of 
the Hottentot.^ -Arc you fond of liberty ? He is 
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BOOK free. ' Are you defirous of health ? He knows no 
other illncfs but old age. Arc you delighted with' 
virtues ? (He has inchnattons which he fatisfies 
•without :)remorrc, but is a flrangcr to vice.' I 
know very wcllj that )ou wilt feparate yourfcUcs 
with difguft from a man, wrapped up, as it were, 
in the entrails of antmals. . l)o ye think, then, 
that the corruption in which ye are plunged, ‘your 
hatred, your perfidy, and your duplicity, are not 
more difgufting'tq my rcafon, than the unclean- 
linefs ot the H()ttcntots is r difgufting to your* 
fenfes ? > - t * ‘ _ 

You finilc with contempt upon the fupcrlli- 
tlons of the Hottentots. But do not your priefls 
poifon your minds in 'your infancy,, with iprqu* 
diccsfwhtch torment you during lifej^which iow 
divifions in your families, and arm your'countrics 
againft each other? Tour anceftors, have they 
not deftroyed each other, fcvcral times, in defence 
of incomprehcnfiblc queftions? Tbcfc times of 
phrenay will return, and yc will maffacrc each 
other again. i , 

. You arc proud of your knowledge ; butofwhat 
ufe is it to you ; or of what fcrvice would it be to 
the Hottentots? Is it then of-fo much importance 
to know how to fpcak of virtue without praftifmg 
it ? What obligation would the favage have to 
,you, when you have made him acquainted with 
arts, without which he is contented; with branches 
of induftry, which can onlyferve to multiply his 
wants and his labours; or with laws, from which 
he cannot cxpcfl greater fccurity than you your- 
fclvcs enjoy? , t > 

" howc>cr, when you had landed upon thefe 

IhoTcs, your dcfign had been to lead the Hotten- 
tot into a more civilized kind of life, ortoinftiU 
manners into him, which you thought preferable 
^ to 
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to your own, there would be fomc excufc for you. book 
B ut you ha»e inndc a defeent upon his country, 
inertly to deprive him of it. You ha'c come 
near to his hut, with the only view of driving 
him out of it •, or if it were in your power, ’of 
putting him in the place of thc^'animal. who 
ploughs the ground under the lafii of the fanner’s 
whip your only intention has been to reduce him 
ftill nearer to the condition of a brute, and to 
fatisiy your avarice.* i 

Fi.Y, unhappy Hottentots, fly! and hide your- 
fclvcs in the depths of your forcftsl The wild 
beads that inhabit them are lefs formidable than 
the monfters under whofe empire you arc going 
to fall. ^Thc tyger rnay perhaps tear you in pieces,^ 
but he will take nothing but your Utc away. The. 
oxhcrs.wUl-rob >ou ohyour innocence, i and of 
your liberty. Or, if you feel ^ourfelves ani-: 
mated with a fufficient marc of courage, take up 
your axes, bend your bows, and fend a {bower 
of potfoned darts againft ibefe Arangers. JVIay 
there not be one of them remaining to convey to 
liis countrymen the news of their djfaflcr ! ‘ 

But alas! You harbour no miflrufl, and do* 
not know them; for mildnefs appears in their 
countenances. Their behaviour befpeaks anwffa- 
bility which will impofe upon you. How indeed 
Ihould youHot be deceived by it, fmcc it is a 
fnavc tQ thcmfclves? Truth feems to dwell upon 
their Ups. When they addrefs you, they will bend 
the body, and keep one hand upon their breads, 
while they extend the other towards heaven, or 
ofler it to)OU in token of amity. Their attitude 
will be that of benevolence; their look, that of 
humanity; butcruclcy and treachery reign in the 
bottom of their hearts. Thcywill overturn your 
huts ; they will fclzc upon your cattle ; they will. 

' corrupt 
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BOOK corrupt your wives ; they wiU fcducc your daugh- 
tl . ^tfrs. You niufl either ngroc with their cstrava- 
ganl opinions, or they wjii maffacrc you witboul 
mercy} for they believe, that tiie man who docs 
not ihinU as they do, is- unworthy to live. Make 
liaftc, therefore, and lay yourfcivcs in ambufh 
for iheni ; and when they Ihaii bend before you 
in a fuppliant and perfidious manner, pierce them 
to tbe heart. You are not to addrefs them with 
rcprefcntatlons of jufticc, which they will not 
Jiftcn to, but you mqft fpeak to them with your 
arrows ; for Riebcck approaches, and now is the 
time. Yhis man will not, perhaps, do you aU 
the inifchicf which t announce} but this jcigned 
ipodctatiou will not be imitated by bij fuccenors. 
And you, barbarous Europeans,' be not incenfed 
at this liatanguc. It will neithet be heard by 
tile Hottentot, nor by the inhabitant of thofe re* 
giona which ftiU remain for you to lay wuftc. If 
you. fliould be offended at my words, it b becaufc 
you arc not more human© than your prcdeceflbrs ; 
It *is^ becaufc you pcrcclvo in th© haired I have 
vowed againft them, that which I entertain againft 
you. 'I 1 f 

.Ricdeck, in conformity ta the notions unhap» 
pily prevailing aitiong the Europeans, began- to- 
fake poffeSion o£ the moft commodious part of the- 
tcrritocy f and thought afterwards of fixing him- 
fclf there. 'I'bisbcliavjoup difplcafed the natives, 
On zahatfir^Uncefhid theirenvoy to thefc ftrangers, 
Ijflv&you fowa our landrf' Why 4^ you mphy-them' 
<fl feed- your cuttlo^ Hlbw •wouid you behave if you 
faw. your own. fields invaded tn this manner ? Tpu 
forJtfj ‘i^our-frlvct vatb tw et/jcr 'vw-vu <&a« •{« redttcc 
ibe Hottentots to flovery, Thefe remonfiraneeb 
were followed by fomc hoftilities, Tb'* Dutch, 
>vho-wcre pot fpfEcictitly powcffpJ, quictedv tb^ 

natives 
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iSuli triiinj pfoimicS, and a fc'iv pretents Book 
A ll pafcififedj SnS ^hc) afterwards enjoyed ,— 
thdll- dfUi-fjatioft '^iiU iranquillicy. 

IrliaSbccrt Jjro^edihal fhe company expended, 

111 ibc ciorfe of tf inty for{^ thoufand 

idilhons of livrfe^ * ifi r^iHng the colon) to j ’s 
{jfdfcril (fate 

W iS (He fintft fetUdfftdnt in the world, if we 
give credit <0 the Idftimony of moft feamenj vt-ho, 
nftet thfe fatigufcs fif a iohg voyage, arc eafil} fc- 
dilcdd by the convenience (hey find in this ccic 
bt^tdd harboUf, v^Hirb they pul in for refrefliment 
let US ejiaminfe vVhcflicr rette£l«on will confirm 
thdfe edWmluftts diilatcd by enthunafm 

1 ris Cdpe 6f G6od Hope, the falitudes of vifiiicfi 
drfc fd fibfftiy, termiriatei ihi iiibfi fouthern poinf 
if Afrlctt At th^ diftance bf fixteen leagv^es from 
thiS famous mountiiin, (hilrc is a penTnfula form- 
ed 6fi the north fide oj fable Bay, and on flic 
fouth by falfc 'QiJ It is at the firfi of ihefe bays, 
tvhicb attf duly IcftSriied from each otber by an 
fntct'vilof nldc thoufafid (oifcs, that all the uiTps 
put in duOiig ihd griMcrt part of the year but 
frttti th(f 4oth of May to the aoth of September, 
the foad iS fo dahgdrous, and fb many misfortunes 
bdv6 bapptned m it, that the nuich vefTcIs are 
fOVblddcU td anchor therd i*lhcy alt go to the 
Ojhdi' bi)', tvhich h cfidrcly free from danger 
diinftg this fc^f6ft bf the year 

TUt Iky Of th^ Cape wOutd be very agreeable, 
if the winds tltfrdvv’crefibt dtittoft always continual, 
drid C0\Urt\on1y viofcnt Tlic kind of mconvcnicncc 
arifirig fr'Olh thfi elrcumftancc is rcnio\cd by the 
dfittcioUs tdinpcratiire wliidli tTicfO vvTnds firTng on, 
irt a dhmate, vtfiich, confidtnng it’s huiudc, 
fiiOUld be mtolcribly hot TTic air of tins country 


* t 91$ CC6I i}« 4J 


is 
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BOO Kis fp pure, that.it is confider<;d as an almoft/orct 
,• | l: reign remedy againfl mod of the dlreafes brought 
from Europe, and not imferykeable againft thofe 
contraded in India. , Tljc inhabitants are.fubjeff 
to few irihrmitles. It was even a long while before 
the fmall-po'x made k’s \v?y,intp this country, 
'This epideonc dircafc, ’which is faid’tO' have been 
brought by aDanifli yc(re1,,made great ravages at 
nrfl, which are ftill renev^cd at intervals,/: , . » , 

' -The foiMn this’ feitle|ntnt is .not to ‘good as it 
has been reporled.td.be. .‘The Butch, ,on’^ their 
arrival, found nothing but immepfe heaths, fomc 
Iluubs, and akind of onion, '’which, when roalled^ 
take's .like ' a chefnut,.and' has been called, -the 
bread of 'the. Hottentot?. , Wherever .thp perio-. 
dical fall of thefe plants had not depofited a thick 
fediment; the ‘earth .was no more than a’ barren 
fand, ■ All’akcmpts to make fruitful ^have not 
been ^iticndcd with fuccefs, ^cycn in the vicinity 
qf the .capital, •wh'cfc. every encouragement has 
been given to them. ' If. wc except a fc\v vallic.?,' 
intowhich the ^waters' have drawn down the' little 
Quantity, of earth that.covcVed’th’e mountains, the 
inland parts of the country 'arc mot’ more fertile, 
and there is kill Tefs' water, to be '.found ‘there 
than oii the ebafts, 'where ,a rivulet or a fprihg 
arc rarely to' be .met with.', Eroiu hence’ it hap- 
pens, that aUliough' the' colony be not' numerous, 
yet the inhaVitanis arc featfered over ah extent of 
one hundred and fifty leagues alpng the fca coak^ 
ar.d of near fifty Ipagucs.up the 'country.' 

Ihi' town of thcCapc,‘thconly one which is in 
1 , colony, of about a thoufand houfes, 

all built ol brick, and thatch’cd, on account of the 
the winds. , THc kreets arc' wide, in* 
teriefting each other at right angles, and in the • 
principal ftrect there is a canal, with a row of 
‘ trees 
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5rccs planted on each fide of it. In a more fc- B O O K 
qucllcred part of the town there is another canal, , 
but it has To great a degree of obliquity, that the ^ ' 
fiuiccs almoft touch each other. 

« At the extrennty of the city, is the fo much 
celebrated garden of the Company, which Is from 
eight to nine hundred toifes in length, and is.ua- 
tered by a fircam. To protect the plants in it 
againft the uinds, each plot has been furrounded 
with oaks cut in the foriq of pahfadcs, except in 
the center avenue, uhcrc they arc allowed to. 
grow to their full height. Thefe trees, though 
only of a moderate fize, form a delightful r lew 
in a country' where little wood, even underwood, 
is to be feen, and where the people are obliged to 
bring all their timber from Batavia. The greateft 
part of the garden is filled with scgctablcs. ' In 
ibe fmall fpot dedicated to botanic purpofes, there 
arc but few plants. The menagerie, ‘adjoining 
to the garden*, is equally dcfcflivc : it formerly, 
contained a great number of birdi and quadru- 
peds unknown in our climates. 

The countr)' places bordering on' "the capital 
arc chiefly cotcred with vines, the produce of 
which ib almoft certain in a climate where ncitlicr 
hail nor froft are to be apprehended. , It fhould 
feem, that under a fereneiky, and in a Tandy foil, 
with the facility pf choofing the beft aJpefls, a 
moft exquifitc kind of wine ought lobe obtained. 

But whether it be ow cn to the fault of the climate, 
pr the ncglcft of the cultivators, the wipe here is 
of a very inferior quality, if we except a dr}', 
fliarp, and agreeable kind of wine that comes 
originally Irom'bladc'ira, and is confumed by tlic‘ 
rjeheft of the inhabitants. That fort which is^ 
known in Europe by the name of Conftantia, 
and of which there is fbme white, and Tome red,” 
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B 6 O Kis only collfe^lftd from a territory of fifteen herds,'* 
^ , and furmrtied by \irici formerly broiigllt froiA 

Perfia. To Irlcreafc ihd quantity. It Is mixed with 
a tolerable good kind of Mufc’ialne wine that is 
produced front Neighbouring vineyards, tart of 
It Is gi\dn Up to the Compihy, at a price fixed 
by thertifclves ; the reft iS fold to dn/ peMon who 
ofTcfS to putchafe, at twelve hundred livres^ the 
Ilogfhead. 

’ Corn is eultivatcd at a grcatci' diftance from 
the Cape. It is always plentiful and at a mode- 
rate price, on aecount of the facility of preparing 
the foil, the quantity of tnanure, and th£ cuftom 
ef leaving tlic land quiet. 

At forty or fifty leagues from the harbour, no 
more cuKnation is to be fccn. At a greater 
difiartcc than this, it would not be poffible to con- 
vey the provifions with advantage, ^ere the 
eountry is eovered only with numerous flocks, 
■which are brought up to the capital of the coTony 
two or three times a year. They arc exchanged 
for fome merchandifcy cither of primary neceflit/ 
or merely articles of luxury, brought from Europe 
and the Indies. Tlic peaceful inbabifants of thefe 
fequeftcred regions arc but little acquainted with 
the ufe of breid, and generally feed upon frefh or 
fait meats, together tvaifi fome vegetables, lehicfi 
ate as Well flavoured at this extremity of Africa 
a"? m our countries.- Our fruits, which for the 
mofl part have not degenerated, a^e another re- 
fbutcc to them. They derive lets advantage from”' 
the vegetables of Afid, which do not fuccccd, 
there , and fomc of which, even fuch as- fugar and 
cuCee,\t hwWcNcr beenpNflibic fo nafuraii/c. ^ 
Wh^ the Company formed their fcttlimcnl 
at the Cape, they affigned gratuitoufly to each of* 

^ 50I 
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nhfi firft colonifls a ponion'of land oftone league jjo o K 
fquare. TheCe ‘grams, and'oihers <>vhicli were 
afterwards made, hav-e Hncc been loaded with -a 
tax at every chan^ of proprietor. 

< This innovation is not the only tiling the co- 
lonills have to reproach the mother-country with 
they alio complain of the low price it fixes upon 
provifions which it requires for it’s own ufe; and 
of the reftraints with which it impedes the la!e of 
ihofe produQions which it does not keep. They 
complain of the fees granted to feveral officers 
upon every commodity fold in the country or ex- 
ported. They complain of ilicir being prohibited 
from fitting out theJeaft vefle! for the purpofe^of 
keeping up a communication among themfelves, 
or of going to fetch From tlie neighbouring coafts 
thofe woods with which nature has not fupplied 
them. They complain of their bring reduced,' 
by a number of formalities, as multiplied os they' 
are ufelels, to the necdfiiy of borrowing the 
money they want for thcincreafcof their planta- 
tions, at a moCt exorbitant intcreft. They com*- 
plain, that being . moll of them Lutherans, ;thcy 
are not allowed to procure the coinfons of reli- 
gion for themfelves, at their own expence. In a 
word, they make a variety of other complaints; 
which are all upon matters of conTequetice, and 
the greaKft part^ of which appear to be well 
founded. • l 

■ These grievances ought the morefpeedily to 
be redrefled, the more refpe^able the colonills 
are. Their manners arc fimpte, even in the capi- 
tal. No kind of public diverfion is known there ; 
no gaming is praftifedj vifits are but feldom 
made j and the ptt:ple talk but little. The tvo- 
men delight only in contributing to the happidefe 
of their hulbands, their children, . their ferv’ants, 
and even thrir Claves. 


While 
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BOOK While they devote their time to thefe tender* 
. cares, the hufbands are entirely taken up with 

{heir bufmeft abroad In the evening, when the 
high winds have fubfided, the whole family toge- 
ther go to take the cxercife of a walk, and to 
breathe the frefh air* The life of one da}, is that 
of the whole week » and yet this uniformity is "hoc 
found to fublradt from their jiappmefs 

There is one trait worthy of obfervation ni 
the manners of this colony, and this is, that the 
moft charming mftance of the candour of the 
primitive ages is revived here When a young 
woman forms an attachment, fhe foon makes a 
fair avowal of tile delightful impfeffion I/)ve, 
flie fays, IS a natural paffion, which is to make the 
pleafure of her life, and indemnify her for the 
dangers of being a mother. The man who has 
had the happinels to fecurc her affcftions, is pub 
iicly favoured, if his fentimenis correfpond with 
ihofc which he has mfpircd In thefe facred and 
voluntary tics, which have not been formed by 
motives of ambition, avarice, or vanity, confi- 
dence and tendernefs are united , and thefe two 
fentimenis in fimplc, calm, and Heady minds, pro- 
duce an union which is very fcldom affcdled by 
any fencsof years oroF events 

The colony, which has no more than feven 
hundred regular troops for ii*s defence, computes 
among u’s inhabitants fifteen thoufand Euro 
peans, Dutch, Germans, and French, the fourih 
part of which IS able to bear arms This number 
would have been increafed, if fome fatal preju 
dices of religion had not dilcouragcd a multitude 
of unfortunate perfons, who were di/fwfcd to go 
m fearch of cafe and plenty in thefe happy cu 
mates It IS not to be conceived, that a republic 
which has admitted v/ith fb much fuccelsall kinds 

of 
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bf ‘religious worfhip'into h*s provinces, Tnoukl U o o K 
ha%c fuffcTcd a company, formed v^iihin it’s own . 
dominions, to convey this odious fpirit of infolc- 
ration acrofs the fcas. If the government ever has 
the refolution to fupprefs an aBufe fo contrary to 
it*s own principles, the colony will be peopled in 
proportion to the means of fiibfiftencc it affords j 
and in that cafe,' the yoke of fiavery may beabo- 
hflicd without inconvenience, which, though it be 
\efs opptcffwc \\CTC than any whetc clfc, ts ftiU a 
degradation of tlic human fpecies. 

' The flaves are forty or fifty thoufand in num- 
ber. .Some of tlicm have been purchafcd*onlhc 
coafl of Africa or at Madagafear, others - come 
from the Malays iflands. 'Thty liave thcjlamc 
food ^ as their tnaHcrs, and arc employed in the 
fame labours. Of all the European fctilementS'. 
made in other parts of the world, this is perhaps 
the only one, where the white men have condc- 
feended to iharc with thc^ negroes the happy, 
noble, and vinuous occupations of peaceful agri- 
culture. _ ‘ • 

Ir the Hottentots could have adopted this kind 
of taflc, if would have been a very advantageous 
circumflancc to the colony: but the fmall herds of 
thefc Africans that had remained ’ within the 
boundaries of the Dutch fclUeincnts, w ere all dc- 
ftroyed in the year 17x3 by an epidemic difeafe. 

There werebut very few families who cfcapcd the 
dreadful effects of this contagious diflcmper, and* 
thefc are of feme ufe for the keeping of the flocks, 
and for domcilic fcrviccs. The more powerful 
clans, , which dwelt on the borders of the rivers, 
in the neighbourhood of the fdreftt, or on lands 
.abounding with paflufc, having'becn obliged fuc« 
ccfiiveiy to abandon the tombs and dwellings of 
their anceftors, have all removed at a-diUance 

from 
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BOOKfrora the frontiers of their opprefibrs. The lit-' 
juflicc tlicy have experienced has contributed, 
greatly to incrcafe the averfion they had for'our 
labours* Theft favages find an incxpreflibic 
charm In the indolent and independent life they 
lead in their deferts* Nothing can wean them 
from it. One ot their children was taken from 
the cradle^ and Inftruftcd in our manners and re- 
ligion ; he was fentto India, and ufcfully employ-' 
cd in trade. Happening, by accident, to revifit 
his country, he went to fee his relations in theirhut. 
He was ftruck with the Angularity that appeared 
there, he clothed hinifclf with a fliccp*ikin, and 
went to tlic fort to carry back Ids Turopean d^dV. 

I am ceme, faid he to the governor, tv renounce for' 
ever the mode of life yoU have taught me fa embrace* 

/ am refelved le follvwt till dcatb, the maniiet-i auef 
religion of ny aneejlon. Jf a token of my offedlm, 

/ a-/// keep the collar and /word you have^ivin me : ‘ 
all the r^you will permttms to leave hebmd. He 
did not wait for an anfwcr,but ran away, and was. 
never hoard of after. 

Though the charaQcr’ of the Holtcntotsbenot 
fuch as the avarice of the Dutch could wifii, yet 
the Company • derive folid ad\antages from this 
colony. Indeed, the tenth part of the corn and 
wine, together willv their enftome and other du- 
ties, docs not bring them in more than thre6 hun- ' 
dred thoufand livres*. They do not gain more 
than one hundred thoufand •) by their woollcrt and 
linen cloths, their hardware, their coal«, and 
other inconCdcrablc articles tlicy fell there. Tlic 
expences 'ncccOarily attending fo large a fcttlc- 
ment, addcd'to thole which corruption has intro- 
duced, take up more than all thofe profits united. 
Accordingly, it*s utility anfes from another caufe. 

* ja.SooL - ij-, 4d. 
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Xhe Putch Clips that fail to and from IndiaBOOK 
find a fafc af>lnm at the Capej a delightful, ferene, . ^ 

and temperate fk> 5 and learn cy&ry thing of Im- 
pottance that happens in both Iicmirphcres. Here 
they taVein butter, qheefe, lucaUtvinc, large quan- 
tities of pickled vegetables for their Afiatic fettle- 
ments, and for Couk time paft even two or three 
cargoes of com for Jinrope. Thefe convcnicncies 
and Tcfourqcs would HiU be augmented* if the 
company would at length lay afidc thofe fatal pre- 
judice?, \vith.nhichit has always been mifled. 

our days, the proJuilions of the Cape 
have borne fo low a price, that the pbnicrs were 
not able to clothe thcmfclvqs, nor to provide 
thcmfelvcs with any of thofe ncce/Tarics which 
their foil did not fupply. This depreciation of 
the provifiqns arofe from, the colonius being for- 
bidden to fell thetrv to foreign navigators, whom 
the convenience of their Ctuatlon, ilic ncceilities. 
of war, or oAcr reafejus, might attra^ to tUcic 
ports. But a fpvrit of jealoufy m trade, which is 
one of the creatcil evils that can befal mankind, 
had given rue to this barbarous piohibidon. The 
dcCgn cC this odiqua fyftqmwas to inlpire otbcc 
commercial nationswiih adifguft for India. There 
was no rehcftobewpcflcdbutfronigovcrnincni, 
and the gdmmiflcatian, in order not to dep^ 
from It’s, plan, always rated them at an esceiTn’C 
price. Even fmee the experience of a whole 
century has occafiqncd. thefe chimerical views to 
be rdiiiquiihed, and that ibo hope of keeping 
other people away from Afia, haa been given up, 
the inhabitants of the Cape have not been allow- 
ed a free trade with rcJ^Jcfi to all tb«V provifions. 

Tulbagh, indeed, and feme other enlightened 
governors, have.givcn, way upon this. point, which, 
has contributed to make the circumflanccs of the 

pcopld 
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BOO K-pcoplc fomeuhat eaHer but it has always been 
~ ^^_^ neccfrary either to bribe the mother-country into 
compliance with thefe permi/fions, or to keep 
them a fecrer. Will the company^ then never be 
convinced, that the riches of ilic colonifls will 
fame time or other become their own? If they 
fliould adopt the ideas I have ventured to fuggcit 
to them, they will imitate the fpirit of their found- 
ers, who did nothing by chance; and, who did 
not wait far the happy events wc have been men- 
tioning, to turn their attention towards the find- 
ing out of a place fit to ferve as the center of their 
power- For thw purpofe they^had caft their eyes 
upon Java as early as the year 1609. , . 

T>on>tn*i- This iOand, which may be about two hundred 
Stftehin* in length, and thirty or forty in breadth, 

ibesi/itnd appeared to have been conquered by the Mala) s 
«fjiTa. atadifiant period. Avery fuperflitious fpecics of 
Mohammcdite confiituted the prevailing worfiiip. 
Some idolaters were flill remaining in the interior 
parts ot the country ; and thefe were' the only in- 
habitants of Java that were not arrived at^ the lafl 
ftage of depravity. The ifiand,' which was for- 
ircrly unde- the dominion of a finglc monarch, 
was at that time divided among fcveral fovcrcigns, 
who were perpetually at war with each other. T licfc 
eternal dilTcntions, while they kept up a military 
fpirit among the people, occafioned a total ncgicft 
of manners. From their enmiiy to firangers, and 
want of confidence among themfclvcs, it was 
evident that no nation could have ever been more 
firongly imprefled with the fentiment of hatred. 
Here men were wolves to each other, and feemed 
to unite m Ibcicty more For the fake of committing 
mutual injuries, than of affording mutual aflill- 
aticc. A javanefe nc\er accofied his brother 
without having aponiard in hisliand; ever watch- 
ful 
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ful to prevent, or ready to perpetrate fomc aftofs 0 0 K 
violence. 'The nobles had a gtcat number oF . 

{laves, cither bought, taken in •^ar, or detained 
for debt, whom they treated with tlic utmofl in-, 
humanity. 'I'hefc ilavcs were employed ih culti- 
vating the lands, and performing all kinds of hard 
labour; while the Javanefc was amufing himfclf 
■uiih cliew’ing betel, fmoaking opium, palling his. 
life with his concubines, hghting or flecping. , 
Thefcpcopfe^poneiTcda confiderablc fliarc of un- 
dcrftanding, but retained few traces of any prin- 
ciples of morality. They had not fo much thc^ 
charafler of an unenlightened, as of a degenerated 
nation; in a’ word, they .were a fet of men, who, 
from a regular form of government, had fallen 
into a kind of anarchy ; and gave thcmfclvcs up^ 

"without rcllraint,' to the, impetuous emotions 
which nature Bette's in thefe climates^ 

^ This depraved chara&cr of the inhabitants did 
not alter the ‘views of the Dutch with refpeft to 
Java. Their company might,* indeed, be ihwart- 
cd by the Enghlh, ,\vho’ were then in poCelnon of 
a part of the trade of tins Ifland. But this ob- 
flaclc W'as foon removed. The weaknefs of James 
thcFirft, and the corruption of his council, had 
fo damped the fplrits oi ihcfc haughty Britons, 
that they fufFcrcd thcmfelvcs to be-fuppl.nued, 
without making thofc cHbris that might have been 
expend from their bravery. The natives of the 
country, deprived of tl\is fupport, were forced 
to fubmit ; but U required time, ^ddrefs, and po- 
licy, to complete* the conqueft of, them. 

. Ir had been one oflbc fundamental maxims of 
the Portuguefe, to pcrfoadc" thofc princes they, 
wanted lo enrage or rctmn" in a ftaiebT depend- 
ence, to fcpd their children to Coa to be edu- 
cated at thccxpencc of the court of Lifbon, and 
..Yol. I. U * initiated 


290 HISTORY OF, SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

B o O KmUiaicd early into it's manners and principles. 

, But this, which was in itfclf a good projeft, was 

fpoiled by the conquerors, who admitted thefe 
young people to a panicipation of the moft cri- 
minal plcafurcs, and the moll fhameful fccncs of 
debauchery. The confcqucncc was, that when 
thefe Indians arrived at the age of maturity, they 
could not help detedin^, or, at lead, defpifing 
fuch abandoned inftruftors. The Dutch adopted 
the fame plan, and improved upon it. They en- 
deavoured to convince their pupils of the weak- 
nefs, incondancy, and treachery of their fubjcdls ; 
and ftill more of the power, wifdom, and good 
faith of the company. By this method they 
drcncthcned their ufurpations : but we arc obliged 
to acKnowicdge,tbat bcHde thefe means, thcDutch 
liad rccourfc to others which were treacherous 
and cruel. 

Thc government of the IQand, which was 
founded entirely on the feudal laws, feemed cal- 
culated to promote difcord. Fathers and fons 
turned their arms againd each other. They fup- 
poned the prctcnfions of the weak againd the 
powerful, and of the powerful againd the weak, 
:is they faw occadon. Sometimes 'they took the 
monarch’s parr, and fomciimcs that of his vaflals. 
If anyperfon afeended the throne, who was likely 
to become formidable by his talents, they raifed 
up tWaU to oppofc him. Thofc who were not to 
be reduced by gold orpromifes, were fubdued by 
tear. TlYcry day was productive of feme revo- 
lution which Was always begun by the intrigues' 
of the tyrants, and alxvays ended to their advan- 

important pods in the inland parts of the coun- 
try ; and of tile forts that were built upon the 
coads. 

This 
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This plan oF uFurpation was but Juft ready toB o o K 
be carried into execution* when a governor was . ^ 

appointed at Java, who had a palace and guards,'- 
and appeared m great pomp. The company 
thought proper to depart from the principles of 
ceconomy thc^ had hitherto adopted j frotnaper- 
fuafion that the Portuguefe had derived a great 
advantage from'thc brilliant court kept by the 
Viceroy of Goa : that the people of the Eaft were 
to be dazzled in order to be the more eafily fub- 
dued 1 and that It was ncccffary to ftrikc the ima- 
gination and the eyes of the Indians, who are 
guided more by their fenfes' than the inhabitants 
of our climates. * 

The Dutch had another rcafonfor afrunv'mg an 
ulr of dignity. They had been reprefented in Afia 
tas pirates, without a country,‘without laws, and 
without a ruler. To filcncc thefe -calumnies, 
they endeavoured to prevail with feveral.ftates 
adjoining to JaN'O to fend ambafiadors to prince 
Maurice of the houfe of Orange. 

• The execution of this projcQ procured them a 
double advantage, as at the lame time that it in- 
’CceaCed their ’caafcqueacc with the Eaftem na- 
tions, it alfo {la"ltcrcd the ■ambition of the Siadi- 
holder, whofe protcftion was neheffary to be ob- 
tained, for rcafons which wearegoin^to explain. 

When the company obtained thinr cxciufive 
privilege,'' the Straits of MageUan," which could 
have no connexion with the Eaft Indies, were 
improperly enough included in the grant. Ifaac 
Lemaire, one of thofe rich and enterprifing mer- 
chants, who ought every where to be confidered 
as the benefaflors of their country, formed the 
projeft of penccrating into the South Sea by the 
fouihcrn coafts ; fmcc be was precluded b> the 
only track that was known at that time, From go- 
Mo. ing 
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Ktng there. In the year 16^5, he fitted out two' 
fhips which paffed t firait, fince called by his’ 
name, running bcu^ecn Cape Horn and Staten 
Ifland i and were driven by accident to the coaft of 
java, where they vtcre condetnned, and the crew 
Tent prifoncr* to Europe. i 

Tntfi tyrannical proceeding gave offence to the 
people, already prejudiced againfi an cxclufivc 
commerce. It was thought abfurd, that inftcad 
of giving thofe who attempted difcovcrics tlic en- 
couragement they deferved, a (late purely com- 
tncrcial (hould forge fliacklcs to confine their jn- 
dufiry. Tlic monopoly, which the avarice of in- 
dividuals had endured with impatience, became 
.more odious, when ‘the company flretched the 
conceffions that had been made them beyond their 
‘due hounds. It was found, that as their pride 
,and influence incrcafed with their power, the in- 
terefi of the nation would at length be facrificed 
to the intcreft, or even to the caprice of this for- 
midable body. It is probable, that they muft 
^have funk under the public rerentment; and that 
their charier, which was near expiring, would not 
have been renewed, if they had not been fupport- 
cd by prince Maurice, favoured by the States- 
, General, and encouraged to brave the fiorm by 
the ftrength they derived from their fcltlcmcnt at 
Java. ‘ , 

/ Though the 'tranquillity of this ifland' may 
have been dlffurbcd'by ^various commotions, fc- 
, veral wars, and fome confpiracies, it continues to 
be as much in fubjeftion to the Dutch as they wilh 
^ it to be. - , ‘ X 

Bantam comprehends the weflern part. One 
of it*s fovereigns having rcfigncdtUc crown to his 
fon, was reftored to the throne in t68ohy the na- 
tural rcftlcffhcfs of his temper, the bad conduct of 
* J his 
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Ins fucceffbr^ and a^powerful fcftion. His party 
was on the point of prevailing, when the young 
monarch, beficgcd in his capital by an army of 
thirty thoufand men, without any adherents, ex- 
cept the companions of his debaucheries, -implored 
the protection of the Dutch. - They flew to his 
■afliflance, beat his enemies, delivered him from 
his rival, and re-cflabhfticd his authority. Though 
the expedition was fpeedy, fhort, and rapid, and 
confequently could not be expenfive; it was coni 
trived to make the charges of the war amount to 
"a prodigious fum. ' The fituation of things would 
not admit of a ferutiny into the fum demanded 
for fo great a fervicc, and “the cxha'ufled flate 
of the finances made it impoHiblc to difeharge it. 
In' this dilemma this weak prince determined td 
entail flavery on liimfelf and his defeerdants, by 
granting to his deliverers the cxclufivc trade of 
his dominions. ' ^ ^ ^ 

' Thh company maintain this great privilege 
with three hundred and fixty-cight men, who are 
ftationed In two bad forts, one of which ferves as 
a habitation for the governor, and the other as a 
palace for the king. The cxpcnccs of this fcitlc- 
ment amount to no more than 1 10,000 h\ res 
which arc regained upon the mcrchandifc fold 
there. Their clear profits ronfift of what they 
gain upon three millions weight of pepper, which 
ihe)* oblige the inhabitants to fell at twenty-eight 
livTcs, tlircc fols f a hundred. 

' ‘ Thfsc profit^ arc inconfidcrable in coniparifon 
of what the company receives from Cherlbon', 
which it fubdued without any ctVons, without in- 
trigues, and without cxpcncc. The Dutch were 
fcarcc fettled at Ja>a, when the fultanof this nar- 
row but very fertile flatc put himfclf undcr'thcir 

* 4,53}i. 62. 8d. •• • A* tt. St. 5)2. tulfp * 
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B O o Kprotcfticm, to avoid rabmitting to a aeighboiirinr 
prince more powerful than himfelf. He fells them 
pnniially three inilhont, three hundred thoufand 
pounds weight of rice at twenty-five livres. twelve 
fols per, thoufand ; a million weight of fugar, the 
(inell of whicl, cofts fifteen livres, fix fols, etht de- 
picrs f a hundred ; one million, two hundred thou- 
fand pounds of coffee, at four fols, four denierst a 
pound i one hundred quintals of pepper, at five fols, 

.twodcnicrs§apound;thirtythoufandpoundsweirht 

of cotton, the fineft of which colls only one Jivre, 
flevcn fols, four deniers J a pound ; and fix hun- 
pred thonfand pounds of areca, at thirteen livres, 
four fols , •.the hundred. Although the fixing of 
jhefe prices at fo low a rate be a manifell .impofi- 
|ion upon the weaknefs of the inhabitants, the 
people of Cheribon, who arc the moll gentle and 
civilized of anyfin the illand, have never been 
provoked .by this injollice to take up arms. . A 
hundred Europeans are fufficient to keep them in 
fubjeclton, _Thc expenccs of this fettlement 
pmeunt to no more than 45,100 livree-Hv which 
ar^gaincd-upon the linens imported there. - 
ti.iilz empire of Mataram,. which formerly cx- 
vvholc illand, and at prefent takes 
riHi ' >>, wasthc.lafl that, was \ 

r-n, ° fubjcftion. Often vanquifhed, .and 
«n'‘n“cd it’s druggies 
foieret^^^wl'"^’^'^'’'" brother of d 

(ion >be fliccef- 

' rivaii-^nd^h ^rn'icd, between the, two 

' bvQrd'r; ‘"''"cd hr the, crown 

& he '’‘‘'•''y ‘b= advantage, 

. . , ^ foon have got the fupreme power 

r . I’Alwia fw. 

•* 1 At ■.t”/ J.. *“• 
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■fcntircly'intD his hands, if the Diitch had not de-B o oX 
dared in favour of his rival. The party cfpoufed . “ 

by thefe republicans ar length prevailed, after a 
feries of contdis, more adive, frequent, well- 
conduQcd, and obftinatc, than could ha\c‘becn 
expected. The young prince, whom they wanted 
to deprive of his fucceffion to the king his father, 
difplayed fo much intrepidity, prudence and firm- 
nefs, that he would have triumphed over his cnc.- 
mies, had it not been for the advantage they 
derived from their magazines, forts, and Ihips, 

Jiis unclc'ufurpcd his thrbn6; butflicwcd himfclf 
unworthy to fill it. ' , . 

Whph the company reftored him to the crown, 
they dictated laws tu hitn. They chofe the place 
where his court was to be fixed, and fecured his 
attachment by a citadel in which a guard was 
maintained, with no other apparent view than to 
protefk the prince. After all thefe jirccautions, 
they employed every artifice to lull his attention 
by plcafurcs, to gratify his avarice by prefents, 

'and te flatter his vanity by pompous cmbaflics. 

From this period, the prince and his fuccefTors, 
who were educated fuUably to the part they were 
to afl, were nothing more than the dcfpicable 
tools of the derpotifin of the company. All that 
is nccclTary for the fupport of this power, is three 
hundred horfe and four hundred foot foldicrs, 
whofe mamicnance, including the pay of the 
agents, cofls them 835,000 livres 

The Company are amply indemnified for this 
expence by the advantages it fccurcs to them. The 
liarbours of this Hate afford docks for the con* 
ftruftion of all the fmall vcflcls and floops em- 
ployed in the Company’s fcrvicc. 'fhey arc fop* 
plied from hence with all the timber that is wanted 

• S4m9U 4* ' ‘ . 

^ m 
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p O K m tllc»r fcvcnl Indian fctllcmcnts, lud in part of 
their foreign colonics Here too tht.\ load their 
■ aifcls %'ith the produflions winch tlic kingdom 
M obliged to furndh them , confillnig of fifteen 
millions wtipht of nee, at feventeen Hires, twelve 
fols • the tlionfmd ; ns muih fait ns they require, 
ni ten lures, feten fols, ten dcniers f a ihoulandj 
a hundred thoufaitd pounds of pepper, at iwtntv- 
one livrcs, two fols, four demers J a hundred} 
all the indigo that is -colledlcd, lit tl/rcc hires', 
two fols 5 a pound , cadjing, for the ufc of their 
flops, nr twcnt)-cight hvres, rhred fols, two de- 
nicrs II the thoufand , cotton jarn, from thirteen 
fols, to one hvfc thirteen foU^ a pound, accord- 
to n’s quality, and the fmall quantit) of car- 
damom tliat is produced there, at a flnnicluj price. 

The Compan), foK a longtime, difdained to 
have an) conne^lions with Balainbuan, fituated 
a- the caftern point of the ifland There certainly 
appeared nothing that could lend iheili to^^thmk 
ot reaping any advantage from this diftrifl But 
whatever motive the Dutch may liavc had for it, 
they have latclv attacked tins country After a 
fcrics ot obftwiitc engagements, ami various fuC 
cefs, for the fpacc of two years, the Furopean 
arms have at length prevailed, m 176S Ihe 
Indian prince, conquered nml taken pnfoncr, has 
ended his dn)s m the calUc of Bitavia , and his 
family have been embarked for the Cape of Good 
Hope , w here they will teemmate n -wretched exift- 
cncc m Bobben, or Penguin iflatid 

"We- know not what ufc the conquerors have 
made-pf their conqueft Neither do we know 
>vhat advantage they will dcrivfe from having dc- 
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throned the king of Madura, a ferule ifland ad-B O O K 
joining to Mataram,' in order to place* his fon . 
there as go\crnor. What we arc linfortunatel)’' 
well* acquainted uith, is, that independent of the 
tyrannic fway of the Company, all thc-pcople of 
.java labour under a ftUl »morc odious kind of 
opprefiion from thciy agents. Thcfe greedy and 
dilhonell rr.6n,' 'tommonly ntaUt ufe' of falfe 
weights and meafurcs, in order -to procure 'a 
larger quantity of goods, or provifions, from the 
people that are to* fiirmlh them. This fraud, 
praftifed for their own private advantage, has 
not hitherto been puniftted ; and there is no rea- 
fon’to hope that it ever will be. ' > 

• Tor the reft, the Dutch having abated the tur- 
bulency 'of the javanefe, hy' gradually under- 
mining the laws tliat maintained it ; and fatisfied 
•with having forced them to give fomc attention 
to agriculture^' and with having fecured to them- 
fclvcs a commerce per^eft’y c>.clur.\ e, have not 
attempted to acquire any property in the illand. 

'I^cir territory extends no further than the fmall 
kingdom of Jacalra, 'flic rar-oges committed 
when this ffate u as conquered, and the tyranny 
that followed that conqueft, had turned it into a 
defert. It remained uncultivated and inaaivc. 

The Dutch, thofc of ihc.n in particular who 
go to India to feck their fortunev, were little qua- 
lified to recover this excellent foil from it’s rx- 
haufled ftate. It was fcvcral times propofed to 
have rccourfc to the Germans; wnd by the trf' 
couragcrr.cnt of fomc advances, and fome gra- 
tuitics, to exefeife their indiiftry in a manner the 
moft advantageous to ihcCorapiny. What thefc 
laborious people would have done in the fields, 
the filk m-nuuflurers from China, and the Incn- 
Veavers from Coro'n-indcl might lure executed 
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I O o Kih tlicwCr^iihopS, for the impTovcment of mann- 
faflurcs. As ihcfc ufcful projcfts did not favour 
private views, they continued to be nothing 
irtorc than pr^efts. At length the governors- 
■gcntral ‘Itnhoff and MofTcl, ftruck with a fccnc 
of filch great difordcr, endeavoured to find out a 
remedy. ' 

' -With this view they fold to the Cblncfc and 
the Europeans, at a fmall price, the lands which 
the government had acquired by oppreflivc means. 
This management has not produced all the good 
that was expelled from It. The new proprietors 
'have devoted mod part of their land to the feed- 
ing of Ihccp and cattle, for which they have ah 
cafy, free, and advantageous market. Their in- 
duftry would have been engaged in more im- 
portant objcfls, had not the Company required, 
that all the produflions Ihould be ceded to th6m 
at the fame price as in the rcfl of the IHand. The 
mother-country has reftrained tbc_ cultivations to 
ten thoufand pounds weight of indigo, twenty-five 
thoufarid pounds of cotton, one hundredond fifty, 
thoufand pounds of pepper, 'ten millions Weight 
-of fugar, and fomc other trifling attfclcs. 

ThlSe commodities, as well as all thofe that 
arc produced in Java, are ‘ carried- to Batavia, 
■which is built on the ruins of the ancient capital 
of -Jacatra, in the fixth degree of fouthern ‘latl- 
'tude. . ‘ 

A CITY which fumilhed fo confiderable a fla- 
pie, mull have received many fuccellive embel- 
lilhmcnts. Ncvcrthclcfs, if we except one church 
recently built, there is no kind of elegance or 
'granheur In any ol the edifices. The public 
.buildings arfc in general heavy, and have neither 
beauty nor projmrtion. If the houfes be conve- 
nient, and diilributed in a manner fuitnblc to the 

nature 
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nature of the climate, the fronts of them arc tooB o o K 
uniform, and built in a bad taftc. There is no . 
pan of the rcoild ■where the ftrccts arc mote v.idc. 

Of more regularly cut. They atford the foot- 
paffengers, in every part of the town, a clean and 
lirm pavement to tvalh upon. Mod of them arc 
intcrrcflcd with canals, bordered on each fide by 
flatclv trees, whtch fpread a delightful fiiade; 
and thefe canals, which are all navigable, con\ey 
the provifiofis and mcrchandife to the magazines 
dcflmcd for their reception. Although the heat, 

.which fhould naturally be cxccflive at Batavia, 
be alh)ed by a \cry agreeable fca-bTcczc, which 
rifes c^cry day ac ten o’clock, and continues till 
four; and although the nights be cooled by land- 
breezes, which die away at day-break; )ct the 
air is extremely onwholtfomt in this capital of 
the Dutch Kaft Indies, and becomes daily more 
fo. It is p:o\ed by rcgtftcrs of indifputablc au- 
thority* that from the )car 1714, to 1770, four, 
fcorc and feven ihoufand failors and foldiers have 
perilhed in the hofpital only. XVc meet with 
icarcc one among the inhabitants whofc counte* 
ranee bears the marh<: of rcrfcQ health. Tlie 
.features arc ticser animeted with lively colours. 

Beauty, which commands adoration |o much in 
all other parts of tlic world, is jicrc without mo- 
tion, and hfcltfs. Death is la'V.cd of vilh as 
much indifTcrencc as 111 an army. It it be faid 
that a cUlzcn who wa«v in good beaUh rxifit no 
more, no furp'ifr Is cxprclfcd a: fo o-dimry an 
event, Asance fays r o irorc than this : h^ 

re K::hin“ \ or cl fr, / r // * naif hit heirj paj r,e. 

We lhall rot h- fcrpiiiVd at ihii dcfc^it of the 
climate, if wceonfider, that for the convcnicrcc 
of narigaMon, nstavln has beto Jixcd t;ix»n ttwr 
borders of a tea, v-^iich u the nn-tl fAs cf any in 
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BOOKtI,e«orId ’,n the m.dft of a mjrlhy phm -ahkh 
' — . — ’ ‘‘■‘.'IB'nil) oterfloned , and along a great num 
" Signaled waters, covered 

Jitn the filth of an imracnfc city, and fiirrounded 
y great trees, which impede the free circulation 
ol the air and prevent the difperfion of the fetid 

vapours that arife from them 

the danger, and loathfonic- 
ntlaot there infcftious c Inlations, the inlnbit- 
ants burn mceirantlyaromitic woods, and refins, 
they intoxicate thciiifclves with feents, and fill 
their apartments with numberlefs flowe-s, niofl: 

1 '■J ‘''“,^arc unknown in our climates Even 
Die bed chambers arc perfumed, with the moll 
delicate and purell elTenees Thefc pfecautions 
are ufed evenjn the country places, where all the 
lields, and all the gardens, arc furrounded with 
Itagnant, and unwliolefnme waters , and yet they 
are not fuflicient to preferve, much left to rcflorc 
health Accordingly, rich people Lave houles 
built upon Very high mountains, which terminate 
the plain, where they go feveral times In thewcar 
^ breathe a frelh and falutary air Nofvvith- 
an mg the volcanos that arc fecn coallailtiy 
ihcfe mountains, and 
bhieh occafion frequent earthquakes, the kick 
perlons foon recover their ftrength, but lofe it 
again on tlleir return to Hatavia ' 

celdnlte'r","^’"’'''^ the population in tf„S 

andSltrimr'l''?”'"''' 

hve termirv or an exten. 

inEhnorohT/fl =S'-'=“l'u'-e, or labour, 

raf Se "‘'"f °""a®ant, there are fev c- 

ent men moll ‘’’■'S'aally mdepend- 

iv . I- * of uhom have been carried oft 
bf force or artihce. from the Moluccas, from’ 

Celebes, 
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and fopcrintcnd all the manufaflurcj, Although 
they arc fo pohlicly, and fo extenfively 'ufcful, 
they arc ftill iub]e£ted to a heavy poll-tax, and 
to' other ^tributes ftil! moi’e humlljaang. A fag 
fixed upon an eminence is the figna! that gives 
them notice every monih'of the obligations they 
’lla^elo fulfil. If they ncglcft any one of them, 
a confidcrablc fine is the lead of the penalties in- 
fliftcd upon them. \ , 

ThERC may be about ten thoufand white men 
in the city. Tour thoufand of'thcfe, who are 
born in India, have degenerated to an inconcctv- 
ablc degree.' This degradation is chiefly to be 
attributed to the cuftom generally received, of 
leaving the care of their cdncaiion to fidves. 

Notwithstakdino the prodigious quantity of 
infcdls, more loathfomc than dangerous, with 
which the country' is covered, mofi of thefc white 
mch lead a delicious Ufe, at leafk in appearance. 
Pleafurcs of all kinds fuccccd each other, with a ^ 
degree of rapidity which it is not ea^'10 fqllqtv,^ 
Befide what can be fwrniflied toyvards gratifjnng 
the delicacy of the palate, 'from a Foil abounding 
in prodaSions of U*s own, or which art has natu- 
ralized, the tables arc alfo profafcly fpread with ^ 
every thing, "molt fcarce, and exquifite, ‘that 
Europe’ and 'Afia canfupply. Tire mod’ coftly 
wines arc prodigally lavilhcd. 'Ev^ the waters ' 
of the ifland^ which arc reckoned, not wichodt ““ 
Tcafon, unwholcfomc and difagrecable, are rc-^ 
placed by the Seltzer waters, brought at a wnfi-' 
dcrablc cxpcncc, from the furtheft paffof Ger-' 
many. ~ ’ f 

A SPIRIT of difiipation fo univcrfally, prevail- 
ing, among a people who in other parts of the ^ 
world arc found fo frugal, and laborious, feems ' 
to ’announce a boundlefs degree of corruption ; 

yet. 
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BOOK- We fmd,>Ko\vcvcr, fomc traces of the cllarsc- 
ter of the Dutch in -the country places. It is 
■'"''"^impollible to fee any thing more agreeable than 
the environs of Bataviai They arc covered wiih^ 
. neat, and agreeable villas; uith kitchen gardens 
filled with vegetables, -much fuperior to ibofe'of 
our climates; nitli orchards, tlie various fruits of 
^YIl«ch have an exquiiite flavour ; with groves that 
yield an agreeable fttade ; and with gardens finely • 
ornamciucd, -and even vviih tafte. It is* the 
faflnon to refidc there conftamly; and the people 
in office fcarcc ever go to the^city, unlcfs to 
Iranfaft public bufmefs. 

The roads leading to ihcfe delightful retreats 
are wide, fmooth, caly, and bordered with trees, 
planted in -a ftratght line, and cut with regu-- 
larity. • f - i < ' 

Batavia is fitoated at the bottom of a deep, 
bay, containing fcveral iflands of a middling fiae, 
which break the impctuofiiy of the fea.^ It is,^ 
properly fpcaking, a road; but is as fafe a.re- 
ticai from all winds, and in all feafons, as the 
belt harbour, ->The flijps which come-in and go 
out from hence, receiie part of their cargoes, 
and get the ncceflary repairs at the fmall ifland 
of-Ofnufl:, which is only at two leagues diftance, 
und where docks and magazines are formed.. 
Sixty years ago, thefe vcfTels came up the river, 
which empties itfelf into the fca, after having 
Jerillized the lands, and tefrefived the city. It is 
no longer acceffibic to any ihvng but boats, fince 
'3 bank of mud has been formed > at it’s mouth, 
which becomes cvet^ da.y w/ine 
cver-^ his is faid to be the confequcncc of the 
ptaflice adopted by all rich men, of turning the 
current of the river, in order, that they may fur- 
round their country houfes with water, 'WhaCever 

may 
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maybe the caufe of this misfortune, it is-necef-B o O k; 
far)’^ to employ the moll cficfiual means to re- . , 

mcdy/it. The importance of Batavia, renders it 
v?eU vrorth ■while to pay a ferious attention to 
every tiling that may contribute to the improve- 
ment and utility of. it*s road 9 for it is the luofl 
'confidcrabic place in India. 

All V the vcffels Tent out by the Company from 
Europe to Afia touch 'at Bata\ia9 except thofc 
which go direftly to Ceylon, to Bengal, and to 
China. • .They are laden in return, with the pro-' 
duftions and inerchandifc fupplied by Java; and 
with ail thofc that have bccn'brought then? from 
, the different fa£lorits and markets, feattered 
throughout thefe rich coafts, or over ihefc im- 
menfe fcas. The Dutch, fcttlcments in the Ea(l, 
are places, -which, on account of their fituaiion, 
their provifions, and their wants, keep up the moft 
brifle and conftant intcrcourfe with Batavia, Be- 
fide the fiilps fent bygotemment, there are many 
private vcffels that arrive there. But thefe muu 
be furnilhcd -with pafs-pons. Any of them that 
fiiould ncglcS this precaution, ■which was con- 
trived to prevent -fraudulent trade, would be 
feized by the floops that are continually cruifing 
in the latitudes. When they arrive the place 
of their defiinalion, they deliver to the Company 
thofc articles of'lading which it has referved the 
cxclufivc trade of to itfclf, and difpofc of the refi 
to whom they choofe. The flavc-trade conflitutes 
one of the principal branches of the free com- 
merce ; it coTififls annually of fix thoufand cf 
■ both fexes. It is from this bafe and wrctcliod fe: 
of 'women, that the Chinefe ebufe their wives, 
whom they arc not permitted to bring along with 
them, nor to fend for from their country. 

Yol. I. . X To 
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BOOK To tbcfc articles of importation maybe added# 
thofc brought by a dozen of Ch'inefc junks, from 
^ Liinpo, and Canton; with about two 

thoufand Chmefe on board, wlio come every year 
to Java, in hopes of acquiring riches. The tea, 
the china, the raw filks, and the filk ftufFs and 
cottons they bring there, may amount to three 
millions of livres Tin and pepper are given 
them in exchange, but clandcftincly, bccaufc' 
private perfous arc prohibited from trading in 
thefe articles. They alfo receive iripam, gather- 
ed on the borders ot the fca at the Moluccas ; as 
bkewirc {harks fins, and flags pizzlcs : the virtues 
of which, whether real or imaginary, arc unknown . 
in our countries* Another article they get in ex- 
change is, thofc birds nefls fo much celebrated 
all over the £aft, which arc found in fe\ cral places, 
and chiefly on the coafls of Cochin-China. Thefe 
nefls are of an oval fliape, on inch high, three 
inches round, and weigh half an ounce. They 
arc formed by a fpecics of the fwallow 5 it*s head, 
breaft, and wings arc of a fine blue, and it*s bo- 
dy milk white. Thefe birds make their nefls^ of 
the rpawn of fifh, or of a glutinous froth which 
the agitation of the fca leaves upon the rocks, to 
which they^re faftened at the bottom and on the 
fide. The taftc of them is naturally infipid ; but 
as they arc thought to increafe the paflion for wo- 
men, which prevails univerfaliy in thefe regions, 
art has endeavoured, and perhaps, with fuccefs, 
to render them agreeable to the palate by varie- 
ties of feafoning. 

Beside thefe produGions, the Chinefc at Ba- 
tavia receive alfo feme ready money. This fum 
is always increafed by the remittances which their 
fcilow-cuizcns, fettled at Java, fend to tliefami- 

- 135,0001. 

' lie* 



“ iM rut hAst Arn 3 west indies 307 

lies they have a regard for, and by the wealth, B o o K 
Hill more confidcrable, which fooncr or later is , 
iimaficd by ihofe, who, fatisficd with the fortune 
they have made, return to their own countr)', of 
which they fcldom lofe fight. 

The Spaniards from the Plulipplne jfiands alfo* 
frequent Batavia. Formerly they bought Hnens 
there. .They take nothing at prefent from thence 
but cinnamon for their home confumption, and 
for the purpofe of fapplying part of Mexico. 

They pay for this important atlicic vVitli gold, 
which. is. one of the productions of thefe fame 
ifiands, and with the cochineal and piaftres 
brought from Acapulco. 

The French fcldom go to Batavia in peace- 
time; although the want of fubfidencc has often 
induced them to go there in the courfc of the two 
laftwars. ‘They will be feen there lefs frequently,* ’ 
when the ifle of France and Madanfear fhall 
have been put into a condition to mpply their 
fleets and armies. 

Some of thcFnglifh vclTcls, which go directly 
from Europe to China, call anchor in this road, 
in order to fell hardware, arms, wines, oib, and 
other lefs important articles, which all of them 
belong to the ihip’s crews. Formerly, the Eng* 
lilh, who arc employed in trading from one pare 
of India to another, were alfo fometimes feen to 
arrive there. The number of thefe is incrcafed, 
fince their equipments have been multiplied ; and 
their trade is become more confidcrable. The 
articles they fell arc trifling, but the purchafes 
they make are confidcrable. Their Jading con- 
fids chiefly of large quantities of arrack, an cx- 
quifite kind of liquor, made with rice, mdafles,^ 
and cocoa tree wine, which aficr being fermented 
together, arc didilled. 

X 2 All 
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. The powet of nommatlon to thdc oHices is B O o K. 
\cflcd in the dircftion at home. They are open . 
to all who have money, and to all who arc related 
to, or protected by the governor-general. > Upon 
his death, the diredor, and the judges, provifi- 
onally appoint a fucceffor, who feldom fails to be 
confirmed in his appoimmenu If he were not, 
bewould no more be admitted into the council i 
but would enjoy all the honours attached to the 
poft he had filled dbring a temporary vacancy. 

...The go\ emor-general reports to the council 
the (late of affairs in the ifland of Java : and each 
judge, that of tl\c province intruded to his care. 

The direftor has the infpeflion of the cheft and 
magazines at Iiala% ia, w Inch fupply the rcfl of the 
fcttlemcnts. All purchafes and Tales arc directed 
by him. His (ignature Is indifpcnrablyncccfiary 
in ill commercial tranfaftions. 

. ^ Though all points ought to be decided in the 
council by a majority of votes, )ct the will of the 
goNcmor-^cneral is feldom contradiClcd. This 
influence is owen to the deference paid him by 
thofe members who arc indebted to hun for their 
elevation, and to the neceffity the others are under 
of courting his favour, in order that they may 
make their fortunes more rapidly. If on any 
occafion he (hould meet with an oppofiiion too 
repugnant to his views, he (hould be at liberty to 
purfue his own meafurcs, by taking the refponfi- 
oihiy of them upon himfclf. 

The governor-general, hkc all the rcfl of the 
olBccrs, is appointed only for five jears, but ufual- 
ly holds his place during life.* There have for- 
merly been inflanccs of govcrnors-gcneml who 
have retired from bufinefs, to pafs thtir da);, m 
iranquilhty at Batavia; but the ill treatmenr ex- 
perienced from their fucceffors, has, of hue ) earc. 
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n o o Kdclcrmmcd them to remain in their pod till dcalli. 

or a long time the) nppenred in pjrtat (late, but 
this piraclc wis laid afidc bj the Go\crnor gciic' 
nl linliof], as urdefs and troublcfoinc. lliougii 
all orders of men mi) afpirc to this dignit), none 
of the arm), and but few of tlie goivn, have been 
kno^^n to obtain it. It is almoll ilwajs filled by 
mcrchints, bccanfc the fpirit of the Coiupinj is 
Cl iircly commercial Ihofc who ire born in In 
dia ha\e fclcom fuPiciont addrefs or ibiluies to 
procure if The prefent prcfidciit, however, has 
never been in Lurope 

1 HE appointments of this princifal o/Hcrr arc 
but trifling , he has no more than two thojfand 
two hundred lures* i month, and fobfificncc 
equal to Ins pay 1 he grenteft part of his income 
nrircsfrom the liberty allowed him, of nking as 
much as he thinks proper from the magazines at the 
current price, and from that he afiumes the liberty 
of trading to iny extent he judges convenient Ihe 
mcoincof the judges islikcwifc verv confidcrable, 
though the Company allows them onlj fourhun 
dred and forty lures f a month, and goods to the 
fune amount 


I HE council meets but twice a weeky mnlcfs 
wh^ lomc extraordinary events require a more 
Itritt attendance Jljcy appoint to all civil and 
military cinplo) ments in India, except thofe of the 
writer and ferjeam, which they thought might 
be left, without inconvenience, it the dtfpofal of 
the govc-nors of the rcfpeaive feltlcmcnls On 
Im advancement to an) poft, every man is obliged 
to take an oath, that he has neither promifed, nor 
? ,f>n employment This 

famiharues people 

With falfe oaths, and proves no bar to corruption 

• 9«t «3 + lEl 6 
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Whoever confiders the number of abfurd and r'l-B O o K 
diculous oaths ncceflary to be taken at prefent in^ 
inofl countries, on being admitted into any focicty ^ ^ 

or profeflion whatever, 'will be lefs furpr'ifed to 
find prevarication ftill prevailing, where perjury 
has led the way, - " ' 

While good faith reigned upon the earth, a 
fimple prqmife was fuflicicnt to infure confidence. 

Oaths owe their origin to perfidy. Man w'as not 
required to call upon the God that heard him to 
•wiincfs his veracity, till he deferved no longer to - • 

be believed.- hlagiftratcs and fovcrcigns, to what 
do your regulations tend ? You either oblige the 
man of probity to lift up his hand, and call Hea- 
ven to witnefs, which with him is a requifuion as 
injurious as it is ufclcfs} or you compel an oath 
from the mouth of a reprobate. Of what value 
can the oath of fuch a man appear to you ? If the 
oath be contrary to his own lecurity, it is abfurd. 

If it be confonant witli his intcreft, it is fuperflu- 
ous. Does it argue a knowledge of the human 
licart, to give the debtor his choice between his 
ruin and a fatfiiood} or the 'criminal his option 
between death and perjury’? The man, whom mo- 
tives bT revenge, intcrefl, or wickednefs have de- 
termined to give a falfc teftimony, will he be de- 
terred by the fear of committing one crime more? 

Is he not apprized before he is brought up to the 
tribunal of juilicc, that this formality will be re- 
quired of him? And has he not from the bottom 
of his heart defpired it, before he complied with 
it ? Is it not a fpccies of impictv to introduce the 
name of God in our wretched dilputes ? Is it not a 
fmgular mode of making Heaven, as it were, 
an accomplice in the guilt, to folTer that Heaven 
to be called upon, which has never contradicled, 
nor will ever contradift the oath? How intrepid, 

there* 
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o K therefore, f muft not the falfc witneft become,' 
'vlicn be has with impunity called down the divine 
vengeance upon his head, without the fearofbe- 
ing conviacd? Oaths feem to be fo much debafed 
and proftituted hy their frequency, that falfc wii- 
neffes arc grown as common as robbers. 

, .All connccHons of commerce, .not excepting 
thofe with tljc Cape of Good Hope, are made by 
the council, and the rcfult of them always falls 
under their eognirancc. Even the fiiips'that fail 
dircfily from Bengal and Ceylon, only carry to 
Europe the invoices of their cargoes. Their ac- 
compis, as well as all otlicrs, arc fent to Batavia, 
where a general regiRcr is kept of all affairs. 

Tilt council of India is not a feparate body, 
nor IS It independent.* .It adU in Aibordination to 
the dircdcion eflabliflied in the United Provinces. 
.Though this be, in thc.Rrifteft fenfe of the word, 
care of difpofing of the mcrchan- 
due twice a year, is divided between fiK chambers 
concerned in this commerce. Their bufinefs is 
more or lets, according to the funds that j belong 
to them. ‘ ^ , 

' f affcmbly, which has the conduft 
of the bufinefs of the Company, is compBfed of 
the dircftors^ of all the chambers. Amfierdam 
nominates, eight; Zealand, four; each of .the 
^hcri chambers, one; and the dtatc but one. 
Hence we fee that Arafterdam, .having half the 
number, of. voices, has only one to gain to 
enable it to turn the fcale.in all the deliberations, 
where every qucftion is decided by a majority of • 
votes. ' j j j 

I T Hts body, which is compofed of fcvcntcen 
perfons, meets twice or thrice a year, during fix 
years at. Amfierdam, and two at Middleburg. 
.The other chambers arc too inconfiderablc to en- 
joy 
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joy this prcrogaitve.' Some myftcrrous" mInflcdB O O K 
men, towards the middle of the laft century, ima- , 
gined, that profound fecrccy might infurc greater 
fiicccfs to their tranfaSions ; and four, or five of 
the mofi: enlightened, or mod' powerful men 
among the deputies'were accordingly chofen, and 
invefted with ’authority to regulate all affairs of 
importance, wiihout the confent of their col- 
leagues, 'and without being obliged even to afl: 
their opinion. > 

•^Notwithstanding the faults which it1s eafy to 
perceive in thefe fingular innitmlons, the Com- 
pany rofe to a very brilliant ftatc of profperity. 

Let us endeavour to invclligatc the caufes of this 
political phainomcnon. ( ' i ' • 

• The early fucceffes of the Company were owen Caufes af 
to their having the good fortune, in Icfs than half 
a century^ to take more than three hundred Por-c^paoy. 
tugucfc'veffcU ; fomc of which were bound for 
Europe, and others for the different fea*ports In 
India, andwefcJadcnwiihthcfpoilsof Afia. This 
wcaUh, which the captors had the honeffy to Icavc^*- 
untouched, brought to the Company inimcnfe 
returns, or ferved to -procure them. , Thns the* 
falcs bccahicivcry confidcrablc, although the ex- 
ports were very moderate. 

The decline of the maritime power of the Por- 
tuguefe, > encouraged the Dutch to attack the fet- 
tlcmcnts belonging^o that nation, and greatly 
facilitated the conqucll of them. The)’ found 
the forts flrongly built, defended by a numerous 
artillery, and provided with every thing that go. 
vernment and the rich indhlduals of a vitlorious 
nation might naturally be fappofed to have wU 
Icclcd together for their proteflion. To form a 
jufl idea of this advantage, we need only confidcr 
what it has coH other nations to obtain permiflion 

to 
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BOO Ktofixin an advantagcouafituation^tobmld houfcs,^ 

^ magazines, and forts; and loprocut-e all the con* 

vcnicnces ncccffary for their fecuriiy,"' or tKeir 
, commerce. 

When the Company found thcmfcives in pof* * 
feflion of fo many rich and well eflabliflicd fet* 
tiements, they did not fuffer thcmfcives to be re- 
duced by a grafping fpirit of ambition. They were 
dcfirous of extending their commerce, not their 
conquefls; and can Icarcc be accufed of anyafts 
of iniuflice, except fuch as feemed ncccffary to fe- 
cure their power. ThcEafl was no longer a feene 
ofbloodfhcd, as it had been at the time, when the 
defire of dtftinguifhing thcmfcives by martial ex- 
ploits, and the rage of making profeljrtes, gave 
the Portuguefe a menacing air wherever they ap- 
peared in India. ' 

The Dutch feemed to have arrived rather to 
revenge, and refcoc the natives of the countr)*, 
than to enflave them. They maintained no wars 
with them, but fuch as were rcccffary to procure 
feitlcmcnts upon their coafts, and to oblige them 
to enter into treaties of commerce. It is true, 
thefe people received no advantage from them, 
and were deprived of agreat part of their liberty ; 
but in other rcfpcQs, their new maflcrs, rather Icfi 
barbarous than the conquerors they had difpoflcf- 
fed, left the Indians at liberty to govern tbem- 
fclvcs, and did not compel them to change their 
laws, their manners, or their reli^^ion. * 

By their manner of pofUng and difiributing 
their forces, they contrived to keep the people in 
awe, whom they had at firft concjlkucd by 
behaviour. If we except Cochin and Malacca, 
they bad nothing upon the continent but faflorlcs 
and fmall forts. -Ihc iflands of Java and Ceylon 
contained their treopsand magazines: and Irom 

thence 
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tbcncc ihclr fhjps maintained ihclr authority, and BOOK 
protcdcd their trade throughout India. 

This commerce was become very confidcrable, 
fmcc the dellrucllon of the Portuguefe power had , 
thrown the fpice* trade into their hands. A!* 
though the chief confumption of the fpiccs was in' 

Jlurope, the fortunate pofle0brs of this branch of 
commerce, did not fail to fell a confidcrablq part 
pf them in the Indies, though at a lower price. 

Thev found an annual vent there, for ten thou- 
fand pounds weight of mace, one hundred tbou- 
fand pounds of nutmegs, one hundred and-fifiy 
thoufand pounds of cloves, two hundred thoii- 
fand pounds of cinnamon, and three or four mil- 
lions weight of pepper, 'fhefe, however, W’ctc 
in general fpiccs of an Inferior quality, which 
would not have been fold in our countries. 

. The care of exporting and diftributtng the 
fpiccs, afllftcd the Dutch m appropriating to 
thcmfelvcs feteral other branches of commerce.’ 

In procefs of time ilipy became mcflcrs of the 
coafting trade of Afia, as they were already -of 
that of Europe. This navigation employed a' 
great number of (hips and failors, who without 
paufmg any cxpcncc to the Company, contributed 
to it’s fecurlty. 

By virtue of ihcfe fuperior advantages, they 
were enabled, for a long time, to prevent the at- 
tempts of other nations to interfere in the Indian 
trade, or to make them abortive. The produce of 
ibis rich country cameto the Europeans through 
the hands of ihe Dutch; who never experienced 
ihofc rcUralntv from their country, which have In 
latter times been impofed every where clfe. The 
government, con\lnced that the proceedings of 
other nations neither ought, nor could be a rule 
to dtreil their condufl, always gave the Company 
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BOO K leave lo’dlfpof** of tbelr merchandife at the capital 
freely, and wkbodt referve. 'At the time tliis fo- 
cic’ty was in{litutcd,ilhe United 'Provinces had 
neither any'manofafturcs - nor crude materials to 
■work upon. - It was therefore no inconvenience, 
but rather a 'point of great policy, to alloxv, and 
cVen encourage, ‘the citizens to wear , linens and 
fluffs imported from India. ,The various manu- 
fa&urcs which were introduced into the republic,' 
in confcqucnce of the repeal of thd edift of Nantz, 
might have induced them to lay afide the thoughts 
of purchafing their clothing from fo' remote a 
country j but the' fondnefs that prevailed in Eu- 
rope at that time for French fafhions, had given 
fo advantageous an opening for the manufaftares 
of the refugees, that they had not^thc Icaft idea 
of departing from the ancient 'channel. Since 
the high price of labour, the ncccflary confe- 
quence of a redundancy of money, ^lias lefTencd 
the 'manufactures, and obliged the nation to trade 
Upon a frugal plan, Indian- Huffs nave had a 
greater run than c\er. ' It was thought'that fewer 
inconveniences would arife from' enriching the 
Indians than the Englifl? or French, whofc prof* 
perity would riot fail to haficn the ruin of a Hate, 
the opulence of which is only fupported by the 
blmdnefs, the difputes, or the indolence of other , 
powers.'* * ' I 

Decline of ' This difpofition of things had carried the for- 
Company to a degree, from which it 
has at length fallen off. This truth will be made 
apparent by entering into a detail of fomc fafts. 

The firft funds of this cruiimeLrrial a.Ghrk>xirxD 
did not amount to more than r4,‘2ii,d.i8 Ihres^. 
Of this fund,* 8,084,813! were furnilhcd by 
^mfterdam j 2 , 934»540 hvres, eight fols J by 

. •{0S.M21 -f iSS.ffi-t ad Ii2i.?7al rf>s vl ' 

• 'Zca!.ind ; 
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Zealand j.'ljjiSo, 905* livrcs * by Enchuyfen ;b o o K 

1,034,000. t by Delft ;• 587,109 livrcs twelve, J** 

foU J by Hornjv and the remaining 390,280^ 
livrcs 5 by Rotterdam. 

^ This capital, which has never been increafed, 
andwhifh,' fince it’&'cflabhflimcnt to the ill of. 

January 1778 has yielded, one year with, another, 
twenty-one, and one feventeenth per cent. was. 
divided into fums-of 6,600 Uvres |j, which were 
called , Iharcs. Their, number amounted to two, 
thoufand, one .hundred, and fifty-three. They- 
were'fold‘ for ready money,, or upon credit, ns all 
mcrchandife is.‘ The form. required in tranfaft- 
ing this bufinefs was only to fubftltute ,tbc name, 
of the buyer, inflcad|Of;.that of,thc feller, upon, 
the'boohs of the Company, and in this confined 
the foie claim the proprietors had* Avarice and* 
the fpiril of calculation have fuggefled another 
mode of being conccimed In this traffic. ' Perfons' 
who had no (hares to fell, and others who.had no* 
Intention to buy, engaged themfclvcs reciprocally ; 
the former, to furniffi a certain number of niarcs,^ 
and the latter, to take them at a ftated price, and* 
on a gi\cn day. The price they bore at that pc-, 
riod determined the fate of thefe gamefters.. The 
perfon who had loft, paid thcditfercnce in monev, 
and thus ended the negotiation. 

The defire of gain, and the fea>- of lofing in 
thefe bold fpeculaiions, generally excited an extra- 
ordinary degree of agitation in the minds of the 
perfons concerned. Good or bad news was in- 
vented; the credit of this intelligence was alter- 
nately ieflened or confirmed; and attempts were* 
made to difeover the myftcrics of courts, and to. 
bribe minifters. Public tranquilluy was fo fre- 

* 49.2041, 7». fid. 'I- 43 ,cS 3 l £* W. J S 4 , 45 iI. iS». 

2 lS,2StI. 131. 4 d. II 375! 
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BOOK quentU djfturbc'S by the colhfion of tliefc oppofitc 
mtefeUs, that the government thought it neceflary 
to t'tke fome fteps to prevent the cxccfs of this 
ftock jobbing It T^as declared, that c\ery falc 
of Iliares fhould be deemed ^old, unlefs* it could 
beproNcd by (he books, that the feller, at the 
time of making the bargain, was reall) pofTcficd 
of that propert) Men of honour, did not think* 
themfclVes difpenfed from their engagements bv 
this law but It produced the intended effefi: of 
making thefe tranfaflions Jefs frequents 

In fuccefsful times, thefe fharcs rofe to an al- 

moR incredible price, as far as to eight tfmes their^ 
original \alue , but the) have fuccelHvcIy fallfcn 
off At the p*nod we are now writing, they do 
not gain more than about three hhhdrcd and fixt) 
per cent This is even a higher price than they 
will fell for any where except in Holland, where 
the p-ople have ufed themfelves to be fatisfied 
w itb an intereft of two and three fourtlis per cent 
At the end of the j car 1751, the capital Of the 
Company, ''after the pa)ment of the debts, did 
not exceed 62,480,000 hvres Of thu funt 
even, there ^3s not, m money, good bills, and 
inerchandtre both m the magazines, or upon the 
fcas of Furopc andlndia, any more than 38,060,000 
ltvre> f Ihc remainder confifted of doubtful or ^ 
derperate debs, of arms, provifions, aftillcr), 
military {lores, cattle, Rates, and fomu other cf- ‘ 
fcfVs which were not objefls of comlncrce 

At the fame period, the aiinual profits arofe to 
- 7 i 94 o,oco J livrcs Butin order to gam this 
return, it wa> ncccflary to lav cut'20,460,000 5 ♦ 
fo tint the net profit was 7,480,000 hvres (|, lo 
anftter the dividend, and to fupply the cxpciiccs 

^ .sit 6t Si H , jp5 Sijl Ci 1 1 
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of war, or the loflcs from firc,fiiipwrcck, and thcB O o K 
other various calamities which human prudence . 
can neither forefee nor prevent. 

. This fituation appeared fo very alarming to 
Tkloflcl, the ablcft of the chiefs that ever governed 
the Dutch fettlemcnis in the Eaft Indies, tliat he 
confidcred the Company as an exhaufted body to 
be fupported only by cordials : it was, as he cx- 
prclTcd himfclf, a leaky vcfiel, that is kept from 
ioundcring only by the pump. 

. Notwithstanding all the endeavours we have 
made, it has been impolTible to obtain a ftatc of 
accounts poftcrior to the one we have juft given. 

"What arc then the people intcrefted in thefc con- 
cerns, to think of the obftinacy with which they 
arc, left in ignorance of their fttuatioii? They, 
muft conclude either that their affairs are in tli^ 
uimoft confufion; that the perfons to whom they 
have intrufted the admlniftration of them, arc 
diftioneft men, whofe conftant defign is to order 
and difpofc of every thing at plcafure, and to pil- 
lage, without fubjefling thcmfclvcs to any kind of 
reclamation; or who create fufpicions of mal- 
verfation, merely for the purpofc of fccuring 
• ihcmfcUcs from the imputation of ignorance.* 

’llicy muft naturally fay to thcmfclvcs, wcarc in 
the hatids’of unlUlful men, or of kna\es, and of 
thefc two fuppofitions, which cverthey may adopt,; 
the effeft will be the fame. The Ilock.liolders 
will be miftruftful, the {hares will be depreciated, 
and the company will fall to ruin. When we 
confidcr v ith a little attention this myftcrious kind’ 
of conduft, we fhall find it diiHcult to determine 
T.t v.t vVityrirtnt, 

the indolence of the proprietors, who have a right' 
to demand an account from perfons, who in !a£t 
are no more than their agents, and who certainly. . 

will ■ 
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B o 0 ‘K wiU not be involved in their ruinpor'upon the 
. _ infolcticc of thefe .reprcfentatives, to 

whom their fcIlow-citizcns have intrufted ihcir 
foi tune, which they make ulc of as if it were their 
own; or, Isitly; ujion the perfidious connivance 
of the ruler** of the ftatc, who dare nor, or can- 
not, or-i will not interpofc their authority -in a 
matter ot fo great importance. However this 
may • be, the -fccrccy to . which the Company, 
binds it*s agents, by oath,' docs not prevent it 
from ‘being apparent, that it^s fitualion is be- 
coming every day^more deplorable# i The Com- 
pany has itfelf been obliged to communicate it's-' 
diftrefs to 'other nations, by continuing confiantly 
to diininifh ‘ it's dividends, r Let us' now en- 
.dcavour to invefligate the •'true caufes of* this 
ipelancholy-truth. • * • ^ 

THcfirA of thcfc,wasthe multitude of, little wars^ 
eiineofSethcy wcrc fucccffivcly engaged in withbut.inter- 
.Compiny. miuion. ‘ Scarce had the inhabitants of the Mo- 
luccas recovered from the afionilhment into 
which they 'had been thrown by the viftories' 
gained by the t)utch'ovcr a people whom they 
looked upon as invincible, than they grew impa- 
tient of the yoke. - The Company," dreading the' 
confcquenccs of thisdifcontcnt, attacked tlic king 
of Tcrnatc, to oblige him'to confent to ex-’ 
tirpation of ^he'clovc-t^ce every where except in 
Amboyna. ' The iilandcrs in Banda wcrc-ultcElyi 
exterminated,*' becaufe they ‘'rerufed to become 
Haves’. Macaflar, dcfirdus of ftipporiing 'their- 
pretenfions, kept a confulcrablc force at bay for a’ 
long time. ■■ The IaCs of FermoCA btowghl ow tht^ 
rum of the fa£l6rie't of Tonkin and'Siam. The' 
Company were obliged to liavc rccourfc to arms' 
to fupport the cxclultvc trade of Sumatra. Ma-' 
lacca wasbcficgcd, it's territory ravaged, and it's 
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nav’igatvou Interrupted by pirates.' Negapatans 
•was twice attacked; Cochin was employed in rc-‘ 
fifting the attempts of the kings of Calicut, and 
Travancor. Ceylon has been a fccnc of perpe- 
tual difturbanccs, which arc as frequent, and flill 
more violent at Java, where peace can never con- 
tinue long, unlcfs the Company will give a rea- 
fonablc price for the commodities they require. 
All thefe wars hare proved ruinous, more ruin- 
ous, indeed, than they ought to have been, bc- 
califc ihofe who had the management of them, 
only fought opportunities of enriching thcmfclves. 

These' notorious dtflentions have, in many 
places, been followed by odious oppreffions which 
have been praftifed at Japan, China, Cambodia, 
Aracan, on the banks of the Ganges, at Achefn, 
Coromandel, Surat ; in Perfia, at Bairora,'Mocljo, 
and othcr^places. Mod of the countries in India 
arc filled with tyrants, who prefer piracy lo com- 
merce, and who acknowledge no right but tlirr of 
force, and think that whatever is prafticable, isjuft. 

‘ * The profits accruing to the Company from the 
places where their trade met -with no interruption 
for a long time, counterbalanced the Ioffes they 
fufiained in others, byMyranny, or anarchy; but 
'Other European nations deprived them of this in- 
demnification'. This competition obliged them 
to buy dearer and to fell cheaper. Their natural 
advantages might perhaps ha>c enabled them to 
fuppori this misfortune, if their rivals had not 
determined to throw the trade carried on from 
India to India, into the hands of private mer- 
chants. By this cxprcfEon \vc are to undcriland 
the opcfaiions neccftiry to Craiifport the merchan- 
dife of one country in Afia to another; from 
Chiin, Bengal, and Surat, for inflance, to the 
PhiUippints, Pcrfia, and Arabia. It was by means 
VoL. I. y of 
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B O O Kof this arcuhiion, and by a multiplicity of 

. . chanj,c'«, that the iSutch obtained for notlmifc, or 

fora tnlle, the rich cargoes the) brought to Eu- 
rope. 'Ihc a£^ivity, occonom) atul fkill of the 
free mcrclnnis d^o^c the Company from all the 
fca portb ^\he^c no partiality was fiieun 

Ihis reiclutton, whtch To clear!) pointed out 
to then what fleps they Ind to take, did not even 
fet (liein right wuh ttfpeft to a meifurc thatwab 
dcllruftive to trade ihey had been accufloroed 
to Larr\ alt their Indian and Loropcan mqrclnn- 
difc to Baiavn, from whence it was diflributed 
nmong the ddlercnt faflones where it might be 
fold to advanngc Ihis cuftom occafioned 
jxTice and lots of time, the inconveniences of 
which were not perceived while their profits were 
fo enormous When other nations earned on a 
threat tndc, it became indifpenfably ncccflary to 
rclmquilh a fvftcm, not only bad in itfelf, but in- 
compatible with circumfianccs. The don'inion 
of cufiom, howcier, fliU jircvtils, and it was 
faid to be owen to the Company’s apprehenfions 
that their fcrvanls would make an improper ufc 
of any mnovaiion, thnt they did not adopt a raea- 
furc, the ncccflity of which was fo fully demon- 
Jlntcd j 

This was probably nothing more than a pre- 
text which ferved to conceal motitcs of private 
jntereft. The frauds of the agents were more 
than winked nt The firll of them ejnplojed Ind 
ior the mod part been cxt£ 1 m their conduct, 
ihey had been under the direflion of admirals 
who vififed MI the faftories, who were ijiveficd 
with abfolute powers m India, and, at the conclu- 
fion of every vo)'igc, ga^c an account in Europe 
of their adimniRniion In proportion is the go-*" 
b eminent becitnc a fedentar) one, the agents, 
» i " ho 
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B O O Kvirtue cduld not be of long duration. Warlike 
I ref^ublics have been feen to conquer and make ac- 

quifitions for their country, and to fill the public 
treafury with the fpoils of kingdoms. Bur we fiiall 
'never fee the citizens of a commercial republic 
dmafs riches for a particular body" in the ftaic, 
from which they derive neither glory' nor profir. 
The auficrity of republican principles muft of 
CQurfe give way to the example given by the 
, people of the BaftJ This relaxation of manners 
waj. more fcnfibly perceived in the capital of the 
colony, where the articles .of luxuiy that came 
from all parts, and the air of magnificence it was 
thought nccc^atyio throw round the admimftra- 
. tion, introduced a taftc for fiiew. This taftc occa- 
fioued a corruption of manners j and this corrupt 
tion of manners made all methods of getting mo- 
ney alike indifferent.^ Even* the appearance of 
decency was fo fardtfregarded, that a go\ernor- 
gcncral finding bimfelf conviclcd^of plundering 
the finances without the Icafl kind of'refiramt,' 


made no fcruplc of juflifying his conduft by pro- 
ducing a carle blanche figned by the Company. ' 
How was If poflibic to have fettled a 'remedy 
againft this conduit of the^vemors, -when their 
depravation could not have been forefeen in the 
, infancy of the republic, where a purity of man- 
ners and frugality prevailed? In thefe fcttlemenis 
or thcDuicb, the laws had been* made for virtu- 
ous men j other manners required other laws. ‘ 
*1 . “‘foyders might haVc been reprefled In 
their firft beginnings, if they had not naturally 
made the fame progrefc in Europe as in Afia. 
iiut as a nver that overflows it^s banks collcas 
more mud than water In it*s palIagc,-'fo the vices 
which nehes bring along with them, incrcafefaffcr 
than riches thcmfclvcs. The poffc of direflor, 

* *■ which 
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which was at firft allotted to able merchants, was, a C 
at length, vdlcd in great famUics, in which itwas ^ 
perpetuated, together with the magiftracies, by 
virtue of which it had been firft procured. Thcfc- 
families, engaged in political, views, or in the 
fervice of admmifiration,vConndcred tbefc polls, 
which they had extorted from the Company, only 
in the light of a confiderablc income, or an eafy 
provifion for their relations i fdme of them even 
as opportunities of making a bad ufe of their cre- 
dit. The bufineft of.recciving accounts, hearing 
debates, and carrying on the moll important 
tranfadions of the Company, was left to a 'fecre- 
tary, who, under the more plaufiblc title of ad^o- 
-catc, became the foie manager of all j the affairs- 
• The governors, . who met but tvvicc' a-year, fn 
fpring and autumn, at the arrival and departure 
cpf the fleets,, forgot the habitland trach of all 
buDnefs which requires a_, conft^i^ attention. 
They were obliged to repofe an entire confidence 
in a perfon appointed by the fiate to make extracts 
, from all the difpatchcs that arrived'^ from ‘India, 
and^to draw up the form of the anfwers that were 
to be returned. This guide, who was fometimes 
incapable, often bribed, and always furpiclous, 
either threw thofe whom he conduced into a' pre- 
cipice, or fuffered them, to fall iolo it. ^ 

The fpirit of commerce arifts from'' Intcrcft, 
i and intcreft always occafions difputcs.' Each 
Cumber would have docks,^ arfcnals, and maga- 
zines of it's .own, for the Ihips it was to fit out. 
Offices v.'crc multiplied, and frauds were encou- 
. raged by a conduft fo erroneous. 

It was a maxim in every department to furniOi 
’ goods, as it had a right to do, in proportion to 
the number of it's fhips. Thefe goods were not 
equally proper for the places for which they were 
1 * ' , 'dedined, 
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B o Q Kvlrlue cbuld not be of long duration. Warlike 
■ . republics have been feen to conquer and makcac- 
quifilions for tlieir country, and to fill the public 
treafury with the fpo'ils of kingdoms. Butwelhall 
never fee the citizens of a commercial republic 
dmafs riches^ for‘‘a particular’ body in theiftaie, 
from which they derive neither glory nor profit. 
The auftcrity of republican principles' muft of 
courfc give way to the ’c;camplc given by the 
, people of the Eaft.* * This relaxatidn of manners 
was more fcnfibly perceived in the capital of the 
colony, where the articles > of lusrury that came 
from all parts, ind the air of magnificence It was 
* thought ncccfrary to throw round the adminifira- 
tion, introduced a taftefor flicw. This lafic occa- 
fioned a corruption' of manners ^ and this corrupt 
lion of manners made all methods of getting mo- 
ney alike indifferent. ^ Even* the appearance of 
decency was fo fardllregardcd, that a governor^ 
general finding hlmfclf convifted^of plundering 
the finances without the Icaft kind of 'reftrainf/ 
made no' fcruplc of juftlfying his conduft by'pro* 
ducing a carte blanche figncd by the Company.’ ' 
How was it poifible to baVe fettled a ‘ remedy 
againftthis conduftof the governors, when their 
depravation could not have been forefeen in the 
/infancy of the republic, where a purity of ‘man- 
ners and frugality prevailed? lu thefe fettlemcnts 
of the Dutch, the laws had been* made forvlrtu- 
*”3nncrs required other laws. ^ 

, . difordcrs might haVe been reprclTed In 
their firft beginnings, jf they had not naturally 
made the fame progrefs in Europe as in 'Afia. 
But as a river that overflows it's banks collcfts 
more mud than water in ii»s paffage.-fo the vices 
which riches bring along with them, incrcafcfaftcr 
than riches thcmfclvcs. Tiic poft of direflor, 

* *■ which 
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which was at firft allotted to able merchants, was, book 
at length, verted in great Jamihcs, in which it was . 
perpetuated, together with the maglrtracies, by ■*. 
virtue of which it had been fifft procured. Thefe - 
families, engaged in poIUicah views, or in the 
fervice of admmirtraiion,.conrtdcred thefe ports, 
which they bad extorted from the Company, only 
in the light of a confiderablc income, or an eafy 
provlfion for their relations ; fome of them even 
as opportunities of making a bad ufe of their ere. 
dit. The burtnefs of receiving accounts, hearing 
debates, and carrying on the mort important 
tranfaflions of the Company,' was left to a fecrc. 

.tary, who, under the more plaurtblc title of advo- 
cate, became the foie manager of all the affairs. 

The governors, who met but twice' a*) ear, in 
fpring and autumn, at the arrival and departure 
-pf the Sects, forgot the. habit and track of all 
burtnefs which requires a conrtant attentFon. 

They were obliged to repofe an entire confidence 
in a perfon appointed by the (late to make extrafls 
from all the diTpacches chat arrived from India, 
and to draw up die form of the anfwers that were 
to be returned. This guide, who was fometimes 
incapable, often bribed, and always rufpiclous, 
either threw thofc whom he conduced into a* pre* 
cipicc, or fuffered them to fall into it. , ’ 

Tue (piril of commerce arifes from intcrert, 

. and intcrert, always occalions diTputes/ Each 
cumber would have docks,' arfcnals, and maga- 
zines of it's own, for the (hips it was to fit out. 

Offices were multiplied, and frauds were cncou* 

^ raged by a condua fo erroneous. 

It was a maxim in every department to furnini 
goods, as it had alright to do, in proportion to 
the number of it*s (hips. Thefe goods were not 
equally proper for the places for which they were 
'licrtincd, 
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B o Oivdcfiincj, ami , crc either no. lolj at all, or [u'd 

to dirjdtanlagc 

WiitN circunllanct.. called for extraordinary 
lupplics, a fpirit m puerile vanity, wliicli is aliaid 
ot bctrajingu'a «c->,iicfsbj coiiirffing ii’s u ams, 
ICO tllcm to avoid borrouing monc) in Holland, 
wiiere ility avould have paid only an intend of 
t rce per cent ■'pd to hate recourfe to lialana, 
^ icrc more) uas at cr more frcquenlly to 
'-Bgal, or the ccaft of CcroiraadLl, ulicre Jt uas 
at nine ptrceiir ard foiretimc, much higher, 
-Abulea rrere nmitiplicd on all fides 

f «L dales general, uliofe buliilefs it was to 
examine, ever) four years, into the dale ot tin. 
Company, to fat >fy themfepes that tnej kept 
avithin the limns aibnned by their grant , to fee 
that judice u ha admiiiidertd to tlifpcrfoii, con 
cerreu, and tuat the trade wa* earned on in a 
manner nor prejudicial to the republic , fliould 
have put a flop to thefe irregularities, and ought 
to ha\e done it Ihcydid not do their duty 
upon any occadon, nor at nny time Ihere ne- 
ver was prcfcnicd to this aflcmbly, any other tlian 
o «n ufed a flaic of accounts, that perfons, the 
lal'ln Ycrfcd m figures, wodld not have 

n labours , no-uTtli. 

moovc? i''" * “f complaifance, the 

' f !ho paSlarT^ 

injT The rnl^ 2lfl>ciition, formerly fo lloiirilh- 

^ "■>“ remedies ttu cold L- pro- 

pee 
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per to apply to evils of (uch number and niag-SOOK. 
nitude. > , — 

• The firft thing ncceffary is to be. convinced Meafures 
that the government of the Company is too com- re- 
plicated even in Europe. A direclion veiled 
ib many chambers, and in fuch a number of di-fuTherc- 
rcflors, muft be attended with infinuc inconvc- 
nicnces. It is impolliblc that the fame fpirit5!r^®jn- 
ihould prevail throughout the whole, and that the poy’, af- 
tranfacljons fliould be carried on without receiv-**^*^' 
ing a tinfture front the oppufitc views of the per- 
fons who condufl them in dilTerent places, with 
iadcpcudcnce, and without harmony, «XJnity of 
ddign, fo neceflary in the fine arts, is equally 
advantageous in hutinefs. In vain will it be ob- 
jefled, that it is the intereft of all democratic 
ibtes to divide their wealth, and to make the 
fortunes of the citiueus as equal as pofliblc. This 
maxim, In itfelf true, is not applicable to a re. 
public that has no territory, and maintains itfelf 
merely by it’s commerce. It will therefore be 
expedient that every article bought or fold Ihould 
fall under one general infpcQion, and be brought 
into one-port. The favings that would be made, 
would be the lead advantage the Company would 
receive from this alteration. 

From this place, which would be the center of 
imcUigence from all quarters, deputations might 
be fent to inquire juio, and correct abufes in the 
remoted part# of Afia.' 1 he conduft of the Dutch 
towards the Indian princes, from wiiorvi they 
have forcibly cxiortcd an cxclufivc commerce, 
will be one of the firft objects of confidcraiion. 

'i bey have, for a long time, behaved to tJicm 
with an infolcm pride ; they have attempted to 
learn and to lay open the fccrcts of their govern* 
ntcnij apd to engage them in quarrels wtth their 

neigh. 
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'— and.lliewn a diftruft mixed witU • 

cnficcs which they never proraifed; and deprived 

them of advantages fecured to them by the terms 
t’fr-.'n?" “ ‘«‘ol«ablc, aas of 

dirturbances, whicit 
m^v , f • ?■ ■" To re/lore har- 

, j ^ grows more ncceffary 

annn.m J difficult every day, agents Aould be 
appointed, who with afpirit of moderation fliould 
unite a knowledge of the interefts, curtoins, Ian- 
guage. religion, and manners of thefe nations, 
av prelcnt, perhaps, the Company may bo un- 
provided with perfons of this ftamp; but it con. 

‘r“ ''’“'■up* >0“ ‘bey 

might dnd fuch among the rupetintendents of 
their faftories, which they have every reafon to 
induce them to abandon. ^ 

The dirccrningpartof the merchants of all na- 
tions unammoufly agree, that ihc Dutch fcttlc- 
menis m India arcstoo numerous: and iliai by 
cning their number, they would greatly reduce 
merri.^^ dimiiiiflihig theirvCom* 

tnm r cannot poflibly be igno- 
re To One wfuld 

the faflorie* tl/f induced to continue 

to maintain them. But ^tl h? wLt 
alien fliould fwav them - 1 "b- coilflder- 

deferves iheir atteniton ” longer. All that 
lion betucen what it i"’ '* “ ^“0 dillinc- 

or adva„.ageru'’,”.r;e,l™’'The 'I 

them a fcrics of faft. aUt ^^1^- before 

iiiuft prevent any milbiLy^ 'aperience, which 
fechimportanc^!^ ^ “"angement of 
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. In the fubordinate fa£)iorics, which they may B 
think proper to continue for the advantage of ' 
trade, they wUl dctnoUfl\ all ufelcfs fortifications; 
they will diffolye the councils, cfiablilhcd from 
motives of ollcntation rather than neceffity ;• and 
they will proportion the" number of their fervants 
to the extent of their tranfaftions. Let the Com- 
pany call to mind thofe happy times, when two or 
three faftors, chofen with judgment, fent out car- 
gocsinfimtelymoTC confidcrablcihan any theyhave 
received fince ; when they raifed amazing profits 
upon their goods, which, in procefs of time, have 
been diverted into the pockets of their numerous 
agents ; and then thdy will not heiitatc a moment' 
to return to their old maxims, and to prefer a 
fimplicUy which made them rich* to an empty pa- 
rade that ruins them. 

Ties reformation will be attended with greater 
difficulties in the more important colonies. The 
Company’s agents there arc a more numerous, 
reputable, and in proportion a more opulent body, 
and confequently lefs dirpofed to fubmit to any 
regulations. It is, however, nccefiary to reduce 
them to order, fmcc the abuCes they have cither 
introduced,, or winked at, muft fooncr or later 
inevitably occafion the total ruin of the intcrefis 
over which they prcfide. The malvcrfations that 
prevail in the manufaSurcs, magazines, docks, 
and arfenals at Batavia, and the other large fettle- 
mcnis, arc fcarccly to be paralleled. 

These arrangements would lead to others fiill 
more confidctablc. At their firft rife, the Com- 
pany cfiabltlhcd fixed and prccifc rules, which 
were not to be departed from on any pretence, 
or on any occafion whatfoever. Their fcrvanis 
were mere machine.*!, the fmallcft movements of 
which they had wound up bcforc-band. They 

judged 
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B O O Kamounts annually to twelve millions of livrcsf» 
, f the falc of which belongs cxclufively ta the 
Dutch. ' X 

Aptcr the improvements which we have ven- 
tured to propofc, order would be rc-cftabliflicd 
for fome time : we fay for fome time, bccaufc 
every colony, where authority, and obedience to 
it, are placed in two different countries widely 
‘ diftant from each other, is an cftablilhnicnt dc* 
feftive in it*s fitft inftituiion. It is a machine, 
the fprings of which arc conftanily relaxing or 
breaking, and which muft be perpetually rc< 
paired. ' ' 

Mufbr- If it were even pofiibic, that the Company 
could find an effedud and lading remedy, againft 
threaten the evils With which'tliey have been tormented 
si?**' ^ would not the Icfs be 

^ threatened with the lofs of the esclufivc privilege 
of the fptce«trade« ' i 

It has long been fufpcGcd, that thefe valuable 
produQions grew in unknown climates. An ob- 
feure report has been fpread about from all quar- 
ters, that the Malays, who were the only people 
that bad an intercourfe with thefe countries, had 
brought cloves and nutmegs into fcveral markets. 
This vague rumour has never been confirmed by 
certain fafts ; and, like all vulgar errors, it has 
at length fallen into neglcft. 

In 1774, thcEnglilh navigator Porreft, fet out 
from Balambangan, with a view of arcertainingy 
whether the fpiccs grew in New Guinea, as it 
had for a long^ time been aCerted. At a fraall 
difiance from this favage country, m die ifland of 
Manafwa^, he found a nulmeg*trcc, the fruit of 
which differed only from that which has obtained 
fo mtKfh celebrity, in being of an obloug form. 
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This cntcrprifing man plucked up a hundred^OOK 
ftcins of this ufeful tree, and planted them, in. . 

1776, at Bunwoot, a fertile, wholefome, and in- 
habited ifland, covered with the moft beautiful 
trees, eighteen miles only in circumference, and 
which Great Britain held from the liberality of 
the king of Mindanaoi Here the nutmeg-tree is* 
undoubtedly cultivated ; and probably the clove- 
tree hkewife, fmee it is certain that Forrcfl land- 
ed at fevcral of the Moluccas. 

It is a faft generally known at prefent and af- 
certained, that, in 1771 and 1772, the French 
have fucceeded in obtaining from the Moluccas 
nutmeg and clove trees, which they have tranf- 
plantcd into their own territories. If thefe plants, 

■which have begun to yield fome fruit, fliould one 
day furnilh a large quantity of thefe fplces, and 
of good quality, there will immediately be a re- 
volution in this important branch of commcr,ce. 

It was in the power of France to have fhared with 
the Dutch alonethis fruitful fource of riches ; the 
only thing required to fccurc this advantage, 
would have been to have united in one central 
point, which might cafily have been guarded, 
all the acquiHtions of this kind that had been 
made. But the government, whether from ge- 
ncTofuy or imprudence, has chofen that this cul- 
tivation (hould be ellabUthcd in fevcral of it's 
poflcllions. A number of trees planted in fo many 
open places, ■will ncccf&rily be conveyed into the 
colonics of other nations 3 and m a little time, 
thefe produclions, which, for ages pall, have 
been under the controul of an odious monc5olir,i. 
will become a common benefit to almoU all man- 
kind. Perhaps it may happen, that fcarcc any 
other people will be deprived of thefe valuable 
articles, except ihofc wno have been the ancient 
poficlTors 
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E o,0'Kpoflcnbrs of tlicm. Tlic only ifiands where they 
have hitherto grown, have not, nof can they have, 
’'"^any other kind of utility: the maintenance of 
them is extremely expenfive, and the climate 
deflru&ive. ■ What ' motives can their mailers 
have id preferve cftabliftimcnts which have loft all 
iheii advantages ? They will confcquenily aban- 
don them j and then, what will become of- an 
aflbeiation, whicli, for fifty years paft, has had no 
other rcfburce agaiqft the treachery of it's agents, 
the multiplicity of it*s fadloncs, and the defefts 
of- its adminiftratjon ^ ^ 

Setting afidc this conieft between trading in- 
lerefts, the Dutch have reafon to be apprehenfive 
of one of a more rapid and deftruftive kind. All 
circumftanccs, particularly their manner of con- 
dueling- their forces both by fca and land, coti- 
fpire to invite their enemies to attack them. 

The Company have a fleet of about a hundred 
Ihips, from fix hundred to a thoufand tons bur- 
den. Twcnty.cight or thirty are annually fent 
out from Europe, and a fmaller number returns. 
Thofe that arc not in acondition to return, make 
voyages jn India, where the 'liras, except thofe 
in the nciglibourhood of Japan, arc fo calm, that 
weaker vcflcls may fail in them with fafety. In 
times of profound peace the flfips fail feparatcly, 
but on their return they always form two fleets at 
the Gape, which pafs by the Orcadcs, where two 
fiiips belonging to the republic wait to convoy 
them to Holland. In time of war this detour 
was contrived to avoid the enemy’s privateers j 
and it is continued in time of peace, to prevent 
contraband trade. It did not feem an cafy mat- 
ter to prevail upon Tailors, who were juft come 
out of a burning climate, to encounter the cold 
fclafls of the north; but this diflicuU>*^'^_^'^'ur- 
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mounted by a gratuity of two months pay c.-^-BOOK 
trsordinary. This cuftom has been continued, . 
even when contrary winds and florms have driven 
the fleets into the channel. The dirc^vors of 
the chamber of Amfterdam attempted once to 
fupprefs it ; ,but they were in danger of being' 
burnt by the populace 5 who, like the reft of the 
nation,* difapprove of the arbitrary proceedings 
.of this powerful body, and lament the privileges 
they enjoy. The Company *s navy is commanded 
bv officers who were originally failors or, cabini 
boys ; they arc qualified lor pilots, and for work- 
ing a fhip, but hate not the leaft idea>of natal 
cv'oiuiions *, befsdes, that from the defers of their 
education they can have no conception of the love 
of glory, nor arc iliey capable of infpiring the 
clalsofWn, who are under their command, with ■ 
that noble fentiment. _ • »■’ 

Tile, land forces arc formed in a Ail) more 
faulty manner, j Soldiers, who hate deferted from 
every nation in Europe may, indeed, be expcfled 
not to want courage; but their, provifioii and 
clothing is To bad, and they are lo much ha- 
rafted, that they have an atcrficn for ihr fcrtlce. 

Ibc officers, who for the tnoll part originally 
belonged to feme low profetfion, in which they 
have acquired a fu:n fufficient to purcliafe their 
jy)fts, arc incapable of infuling into them a mili- 
tary fpirit. The contempt in which a propl- 
purely commercial hold thofe whofe fituatlcn nr^ 
ceflardy dooms them to poscriy, together with 
the averfion they have for war, contributes greatly 
to degrade and difpirit thefe troops. To thefe 
Xeycral caufes of their inaftiviiy, veaknefs, and 
\vant of difcipVmc, may be fubjoined another, 
which is equally applicable both to the land and 
fca fcf.ice. 

Tnzaf. 
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B 0,0 Kpoflcflbrs of them. The only iflands where they 
, ^^ J'^ have hitherto grown, havenot^ nor can they have, 
any other kind of utility : the maintenance of 
them is extremely cxpcnlive, and the climate 
deftrudive. What motives can their mailers 
juve topreferve cHablilhmchts which have loft all 
their advantages? They wilMconfcquently aban- 
don them j and then, what will become of-'an 
affociation, which, foi fifty years pall, has had no 
other rcfourcc againft the treachery of iTs agents, 
the rnultiphcity of iVs faftorics, and the defeats 
of its adminiftratjon ? ' 

Setting afidc this conteft between trading in- , 
terefts, the Dutch have reafon to beapprehenfive 
of one of a more rapid and deftrudlive kind. Alt 
circumftances, particularly their manner of con- 
dudling their forces both by fca and land, con- 
fpire to invite their enemies to attack them. 

The Company have a fleet of about a hundred 
Ihips, from fix hundred to a thoufand tons bur- 
den, Twenty-eight or thirty arc annually fent 
out from* Europe, and a fmaller number returns. 

T hofe that arc not in a condition to return, make 
voyages in India, where the fcas, except thofe 
m the neighbourhood of Japan, are fo calm, that 
weaker veflcis may fail in them with fafety. In 
times of profound peace the Ihips fail feparatcly, 
but on their return they always form two fleets at 
me Cape, which pafs by the Orcadcs, where two 
Imps belonging to the republic wait to convoy 
lUcm to Holland. In time of war this detour 
was contrived to avoid the cnemy^s privateers ; 
and It IS continued m time of peace, to prevent 
con raband trade. It did not fiem an eafy mat- 
ter to prevail upon Tailors, who were juft come 
out of a burning climate, to encounter the cold 
Walts of the north ; but this dilHcuIty was fur- 
mounted 
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pofc It, vrould make ihc foUo’amg reprefent-B o O U 
anons to this Company, already too much fa\Qur« 
cd by the Hate, ’ 

* The defence and prefecvation of our country, 

‘ IS Qf infinitely greater moment to us, than the 

* regulation of your affairs. Of what ufc would 

* the gold be to us, tilth which your fliip* would 
‘ return laden, if our provinces were to become 
‘defert? It we fliould c\cr ecafe to emp’o) fo- 
‘ rcigners m our fcr\ ice, we fhall fupply their place 
‘ in our armies, and not on board your Ihips. 

‘ Let ua fend out of the country, and expofe the 

* Utes of as few of our fellow emrens a&pofiiblc. 

‘ The chief men m our fadone> are fufficiently 
‘ opulent topreferve thcmfclvcs, by all the known 

* precautions, from the fatal influence of a pcilu 

‘ lential climate. Of what confcquence is it to * 

‘ us, whether a parcel of German#, fuccccding 

* each other, fliould perilb or not, if there are 
‘ enough ftill of them to be found, whom miferyt 

* has driven out of their country, or who will 

* fuffer thcmfclvcs to be amuCed with the hopes 

* of a fortune which they will never make ^ 1 he r 
‘ pay ccafes the monicnt they expire ; Avhilc-our 
‘ cotfers arc contuiually filling, and our pro- 

* Vinces ate not thinned. The fccuiity of the 

* Company depends upon that of the republic; 

‘ and what will become of the fccunty of the re- 

* public, if, by a conllant depopulation, we fliould 
‘ reduce our country to the miicrable condition 
‘ of our colonics 

The Company therefore will never be ferved 
by any but foreign troops, and it will never in- 
spire Them wrh that pub’iic Ipint, that entbufiafra 
^or glory which it has not itfelf. In this refpect 
It IS the fame with a company as with a govern- 
ment, which Gugh' always to^oTn\ v** troop# up- 
j Voi. I / on 
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BOOK. There is not, pcAaps, in the moli: flavifli go* 
.vernmcnts fo diOiouourable and iniquitous a mode 
railing fcamcn and foldiers, as that which has, 
for a long time, been praftifed by the Company. 
Their agents, called by the people vettdeurs d* antes 
(kidnappers), who are always bufyin the territo- 
ries, and even. beyond the boundaries of the rc- 
public^ make it->tbcir employment to entice cre- 
dulous men to embark for India, in hopes of ac- 
quiring a confidcrablc fortune in af lliort time! 
Thole who arc allured by the bait arc enrolled, 
and' receive two months pay, which is always 
given to their betrayer. They enter into an cn- 
gagemenc of three hundred livrcs *, which is the 
profit of the perfon' that cnlifts them, who fs 
obliged, by this agreement,’ to furnifli them with 
fome clothes worth about a tench part of that fuml 
Thcdcbtisfccucedbyone of the Company's bills, 
but it is never paid unlcfs the debtor lives Jon| 
enough to difchargc it out of his jay. J 

A CoMfAVY which fupports iifclf, nolwah- 
ftanding this contempt for the military 'order, 
and with foldiers fo corrupt, may enable us ' to 
judge of* the progrefs which the arts of negocia* 
tlon have made lU thefe latter ages. It has ever 
been ncccflary to fupply the want of flrength by 
treaties, by patience, by moderation, and by ar- 
tifice; but republicans fiiould be well' informciT, 
that fuch a (late can only be a precarious one, 
and that political mcafurcs, how well foever they 
may be combined, arc not always able to rcfiit 
the torrent of violence and the compulfion of cir- 
cumftances. The fccurityof the Company would 
require troops compofed of citizens ; but this ar- 
langcmcnt is by no means praQicablc ; for the 
depopulation of Holland would be the ncccflary 
coufcquencc of it. The government would op- 
* laL lu. pofe 
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pofc it, and would make the following rqircfcnt-B o o ic 
ations to this Company, already too much ia\our- 
cd by the ftate, • , . 

* ‘ ;The defence and prefervation of our country, 

® is <?f infinitely greater moment to ‘us, than the 
‘ regulation of your affairs. Of what ufe would 
\ the gold be to us, with which )our ihips would 

* return laden, if our provinces were to become 
‘ defert? If we. fliould ever ccafc to employ fo*> 

‘ rcigners in our fcr\ice,\Tc fiiallfupply their place 
‘ in^ our armies, and not* on board your Ihips. 

Let us fend out of the country, and expofe the 

* lives of as few of our fellow citizens as. poQible. 

* The chief men in our fadorics arc fufficienily 
‘ opulent to preferve tbemfelves, by all the known 

* precautions, from the fatal influence of a pefil- 
Mcntial. climate. Of what confcquencc is it to " 

* us, whether a parcel of German^, fuccceding 

* each other, Ihould perilb or not, if, there are 
‘ enough Hill of them to*" be found, whom mifery ^ 

‘has drnen out of their country, or who will' 
f fuffer themfeUes to be amuCed with the hopes 

‘ of a fortune which they will never make ? .The r 
‘ pay ccafes^ the moment they expire ; while our 

* colfcrs arc continually filling, and our pro* 
f vinccs arc not ihlnued. The fccurity of the 
5 Company depends upon that of the republic ; 

* and what will become of the fccurity of the re- 

5 public, if, by a conllant depopulation, w c Ihould 
‘ reduce our country to the miferable couditiou 
‘ of our colonics i* j 

, The Company therefore ysill never be fcr\cd 
by any but. foreign troops ; and it will nc\cr in- 
fpirc them with that public fpirit, that enthufiafm 
for glory which it has not itfclf. In this refpeck 
»i IS the fame with a company as with a govern* 
i.icnr, which ought always to lt,rn) \V» ircop» up- 
Vo... I. 7. oa 
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B 0^0 Kon tliQfe principles only tliat arc the bafis of it*$ 
own conftiiution. Occonomy, and tlic defire of 
gam, are the principles of adjniniflration adopted 
by the Company. Thefc arc the motives that 
fliould be employed to attach the foldier to their 
fcrvice. As be is engaged in commercial expedi* 
tions, he fltould beaflured of a reward proportion- 
ed to the means he hath exerted in foi^varding' 
their fuccefs,' and his pay lliould be made out to 
him in flock. Then pcrfonal intcrefls, far from 
weakening the gencraH fprings of governmentj 
will only ferve to ftjcngthen them. * » ” 

If thefe rcfiedliolis, liowcvcr, fliould not in- 
ducc the Company to alter this important parf 
of their adminiftraiion, let them at Jeaft be roufed 
by the profpeft of the dangers that threaten them.* 
If they were attacked in India, they would be 
deprived of* their fettlements there in much lefs 


time than they employed in wrcfllng them from’ 
the Portugucfc. Their befl towns arc in' a de- 
fiyicclcfs ftate, and the navy would be incapable 
of protcfling them. There is not a finglc fliip 
of thci line to be teen in the ports, and it would 
be impoHiblc to fit.out'merchantmen as men of 
war. The ftrongeft of thofcihat return to Europe 
have not one hundred men; and if the failors,din 
perfed in all the fliips that fail to India, were col- 
eCted, there would not be a fufiicicnt number to 
torm one finglc fliip’s crew.^ Any man accuftoiii- 
e to calculate probable c\ents would not fcruplc 
to lay, that the power of the Dutch might be aui 
before the flatc could come to 
I,nn Company. The only bafis 

upon which tins apparently gigantic Colo/lus ii 
Six men of war, 
m l»n'l-lurces, would be more 

than fufficicnt-to fccurc-thc conqueft of them. 
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B 0^0 K on thofe principles only that arc tlic bafis of It’s 
own conftituiion. Occonoiny, and the defire of 
gain, arc the principles of adininiftration adopted 
by the Company. Thefe are the motives that 
^ould be employed to attacli the foldier to their 
fervice. As he is engaged in commercial expedi- 
tions, he fliould be allured of a reward proportion^ 
cd to the means he hath exerted in forwarding 
their fuccefs,' and his pay fliould be made out to 
him in ftock. Then perfonal intcrefts, far from 
weakening the gcncraP fprings of government,' 

will only ferve to fticngihcn them, s ‘ ' •* 

If thefe rcficfiicflis, however, fliould not in- 
ducc the Company to alter this important par^ 
ot tli^eir admimftration, letthem at lead be roufed 
by theprofpeft of the dangers that threaten them.’ 
It they were attacked in India, they would be 
deprued of' their fctilcments there in much lefs 
time than they employed in wrefling them from 
Their bea towns are in add 
Kncclcfs flatc, and the navy w^ould be incapable 
ot protcaing them. There is not a finglc fljip 
he pons, and it would 

war Th^. n nicrcbantmen as men of 

have tinf of tljofe-thai return to Europe 

P^fed ?n ^ failors,dir- 

form one fuflicient number to 

cd to calcuIa^c^nr'hV^'"^’ accufloiii- 

to fay that would not Icrupld 

nih. Itci n ll!T/r be an- 

the amSance of\he r 

upon which thU ^on’panj, 'Ihc on!) bafiJ 
fitted, is the Mo!uccr[fl"‘ f eifiatuic Coloirus u 
and fifteen bjx men of war# 

tluii tufficient "o^ 

the; coiiqucft of then., 
which ■ 
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BOO Kfccm to be. -'Thp'fquadron, with the foldicrs tliaf 

^ ^ were not left m garrifon, and as many of the 

Dutch troops as (hould ha\cjomed the conqueror, 
with a timely reinforcement of eight or nine hun- 
dred men, would infallibly aCcomphfli this enter- 
pnfe. * * ’ 

’ Ii would not, indeed, be pofllblc to lay liege 
to the place by fea ' The water is generally fo 
lliallow undei a*s walls, ^that the fhips’ would 
ne\er get near enough to- the fortifications^ to 
bottom them. The enemy would tlicrcfore be- 
obliged to land their troops for the attack ' This 
landing, perhaps, has been i made im|irafticable' 
in fcvcral places, particularly at the mduth of the* 
Tivcr which cmbcUilhcs the cityi Butlupon a fiat 
coaR, which is acccflible-in all parts to boats, the 
defeent may be'^confidcred^ as already accom^ 
phflicd. ^ i i j ^ 1 

'^The befiegers, once cftabhftied on land, would 
meet with nothing but a city of a league in cir- 
cumference, defended by a'doubic ditdh more 
Icfs deep } by ahow rampart which is falling to 
rum, by an irregular and ill fupported citadel r 
by a few Indians, without courage or experience^ 
collected from different countries , by a fniall 
number of white troops, difiatisficd with their 
condition, and commanded by officers who have 
neither rank nor experience Is it to be pre* 
fumed, that fuch obftaclcs would retard the pro- 
grek of enicrprihng troops animated with the 
expectations of an imcncnfe booty ? Certainly 
not , and accordingly^ the hopes of the Dutch are 
lounded upon another bafis > 

I HE climate of Batavia is fo defiruSive, that 
a confidcrablc part of the foldicrs couveved there 
Jrom our countries pcnfli m the courfc of the year. 
Many of thofe who cfcapc the ftrokc of death, arc 
languifiniig 
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langulflimg m-tbc-.horpltaU; and fcarcc a fourths o o k 
part remains to do the regular duty of the place. . _ 

•rrherDutch'flattcr tbemfelvcs» 'that by. adding to' ; 
tbefe ordinary caufea of fatality, the, help of a ge- 
Inexal inundation,' ’which is caftly done, they ■would 
‘dig a grave for the befiegers, or force them to 
rc-embarki ’ Blind' as they- arc, not; to fee that • 
time sdniy .cair.fct all.thefc means- of deftruffion 
•at work;! and the capture of the place would be 
nothing raorCtthan the coup de main of a warlike 
and cntcrprlfmgjnation; /r 'j , 

TuEjpIan of. conqucll that France might form, 

.would equally fu1t, the intcreftof Grcar.Brjtain ; 

Aviih this' difference,-.' that, the .Englilli would in 
the firft. place,' perhaps,; make .tbem^Ivcs -maf- 
•.ters of the Cape of Good Hope, .an tvccllcnt 
'.harbour, which would facilitate ' tbeit yoyages to 
•India. - : 
f t '/The two iddes of the harbour ■which leads up 
'-to the capital of this famous colony, are defended 
ibyia number of redoubts judicioufly dirpofed: 
•bufthcic batteries would fdon be difmouoted by 
•the ifaips’ which can anchor near enough to the 
.lar.d,-to play '.upon, them..’ The fort creeled near 
Jlhcrlhorc .would fliarc the fame, fate jjand.would 
•make ftill lefs rcfiftancc to the mojl trifling, force 
.tbat'ihould attack It by laud. Couflructed with* 
iout art,-- commanded on.all fidcr, and being in* 

•capable of conminiog morc.ihan 5vc or fix hun- 
•drcd.troops, iCAVould infallibly be reduced in lefs 
tiban :four-and*twcntyshours,,with.a:fcw bombs. 

•The inhabitants of the colony difperfed throughout 
• an immenfe fpace, and feparaied from each other 
by deferts, would not have time to come to it’s 
ir^ief. Fcrliapr, they would not -if it-. were in 
, their power. ; .We may, be allowed, to fuppofe, 
that. the .oppreffion under 'which they groan, 

. ' may 
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BOO icfccm to be. -'Thc^fquadronV-wUli the foldfcrs that' 

^ ywerc not left in garrifon, and. as many' of^ the- 
Dutch troops as fliould have joined tbe"conqu.cr6ri 
with a timely reinforcement of eight or nine hun- 
dred men,' would infallibly adcompUfli this cntcr- 
prife. ' ’ >•,, i ^ - v>\:, ..u . -.iv-.i • w,‘ 

' It would’ not, indeed; be pofliblc to' lay fiege' 
to the place by fca. /-The water is- generally fo' 
lliallow under- it*s -walls; 'that 'the' Ihips’ would- 
never get- near chough' to-ilie‘forlificatiQns,* t<> 
bottom them. '■ 'The cncmy-would-tlicrcforc'-be-' 
obliged to land their troops lbr the'attach.’'J'''riiis' 
landing, perhaps,' has-bccnimadc-inipraflicablo 
in fcvcral places’, particularly at the mduth of thtf 
river whicli crobclliflies-thc cUyj -'But^upon' a’flal? 

, Ooaft,- which is accdfiblc-'in all parts to-boats,’ thtf 
defeent may' bc'^confidcrcdhas'’ already- accom- 
pllfhedi. yj; 

•^The befiegers;' once cHablilhcd on land;' would 
meet with nothing .but-a-cU'y'6f 'a league itreir- 
cumfcrcnccjjdcfcndcd'by-a’doublc dltdlv mor.c^.di* 
Icfs-dccp by a'low.. rampart- which -is falling tq 
ruin;’ by an-irrcgular-and ill-foppofted Citadbly 
by a few Indians; without ’courage or experience; 
collcftcd from difrcrcnt-‘'couritries j-'by ' a- fnlall 
number^of whitc' troops;* diflTatisfied 'with^their 
condition, 'and^comraanded-by''officcrs who have 
■neither ^ranlt' nor- cxpcrich(^c.’-'Is 'it- to-be pro- 
fumed, that fucK obllaclcs would retard the pro- 
grefs pt enterprifing’ troops animated '.with'- the 
cxpetlations"of'an’'immcnfe -booty? • Certainly 
not ; and accordingly; the hopes of the Dutch are 
loundcd-upon'anothcr balls.- ,, : . xf 
\ The -dimatc of- Batavia' is fo’dcftruflive, that 
a confidcrablc part of- the foldicrs conveyed there 
t^rom our coMptrics pcriffi in-the courfc of the year. 
Many of thofe who cfcapc the Itrokc of death, are 
* ■ • languifliing 
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B o o 1C niny make ilicm wifli for a change of govern^ 

• ** ' ‘ 

Ir tljc republic of Holland fliould not confidcr 
which ihc as imaginary, the dangers to vvhicli our regard for 
inax1wvc.*^‘^ general good of naiions nukes us apprehend 
not lofuf-* her commerce, and her poirelTioiis in India may 
«7th«*''”' be expofed, it ought to omit no precaution to 
Compnf. prevent them ; for this is one of the mod import- 
ant cares ri cau be employed in. What advan- 
tages hath not the Hate acquired, for ihcfc two 
centuries part, from thefc diftant regions? What 
advantages docs it not Hill derive from them ? 

• Fihst, tlic focicty of mcrclianis, who rule 
tlicfc fevcral fciilcmcnts vvhicli they liavc formed 
themfclvcs, ulihout any afliHancc from govern- 
ment, have tuccclUvcly purchafed the renewal of 
their charter. In tdo2» they obtained their nrft 
grant for 55,000 livrcs *. Twenty years after 
this, it vras gratuitoufly renewed. From 1643 to 
'1646, it was prolonged only from fix months to fi.’C 
months, for rcafons which we arc not acquainted 
with. At this period a gift of 3,300,000 livrcs f 
occafioncd it to be granted a-nevv for fivc-and- 
twenty years. This term was not yet expired, 
"when, in 1665, the monopoly was fccurcd to ibetn 
till 1700, upon condition that they fiioiild main- 
tain, for the ufc of the flatc, twenty fliips of war, 
during all the time that the hoftilitics, commenced 
^ between the republic and England, Ihould conti- 
nue, 1 his privileged aflbciation was again allow- 
" cd to purfue It’s commercial operations till 1740 
for a fum of (J,6oo,ooo livrcs’J. In the two fol- 
lowing years it^s fate was precarious ; then it ac- 
quired a firm efiablilhmcnt for twelve years, by 
paying three per cent, upon thp divifion of itts 
lharcs ; and afterwards, for twenty years longer, 

• a.ijll ijs. 4 d. / + ii7,jooI. 1*75,000]. 
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in confidcration of 2*640,000 Hvrcs'^ to be paidB o O K 
in fpccie, or 'm faltpctre. In 1774, it^s privUegcs , ^ 

were retrained to t\\o years, and foon extended 
to^ twenty, upon cpndition that It^fhould give up 
three.pcr cent, of it*s dividend. 

In critical times, the Company have ftept In-lo 
the afliftance of the public treafure, already cx- 
liaullcd, or nearly fo. It is true, they have fooner 
or later, been reiniburfed fonliefc advances ; but 
a condu^I fo,noblc relieved and encouraged the 
citizens. . , 

A GR.EA_T quantity of faltpetre was wanted for 
the ufe of the fca and land fervicc j this Com- 
pany has obliged iifclf to furnilh it at a low price ; 
aud in this manner has relieved the ircafury. 

The manufa^lurcs of Harlem and Leyden were 
decreasing every day ; but their decline has been 
retarded, and perhaps their total extin£lion pre- 
vented, by the engagements which the Company 
have entered into to export to the amount of 
440,000 livres t of the goods manufaftured at 
thefe places. They have alfo agreed to fumilh 
them with filks upon terras which cannot fail of 
being burdenfome to thetr. 

The perpetual revenue of ihirty.thrce (hares 
and one-third has been granted to the ftadt-hold- . 
cr } and it is to be hoped, that this facriHce made 
by the Company to the firft raagiflratc of the ftate, 
may turn out to Uie advantage of the republic. 

The mcrchandife exported to India, or import- 
pd from thence, were formerly fubjcfl to confidc- 
rablc taxes ; the mode of coUefting which war ve- 
ry cmbarrafllng. Thirty )cars ago, it was obferv- 
pd, that the regular produce of thefe tmpoils was 
850,000 hvrcsj, and fince that period the Com. 
pany pays that fum into the treafury every jear. 

• jio.soal. + w.sjjl- 6i. M. I,S,4i61 

. Beside 
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BOOK* BefiiDii tlic burdens which arc^ to fall upon the ^ 
^ .Company in' general, the ^proprietors have ilUl 
obligations of ihcir own to iulfil. For more than ’ 
a century part, they paid annually to the Rate fix 
percent, upon the original value of cach.fliarc. 
in 1777, this tax was reduced, to four and a 
half per cent. ;‘and it^ cannot be incrcafcd again 
till the dividend fliall have arifeh beyond twelve 
and a half per cent. The proprietors are alfo to 
pay upon the purcliafe’of each fiiarc/a dutv call- 
ed Ampi-GeI 4 i and which, from ih'iriy-ninc nvresi 
twelve 'fols *, has been lately reduced to foun 
livrcs, eight foUf. ,* I ‘ • 

- Let us add to all tlicfc taxes the profits accru- 
ing to the ftatc from tlicTalc of forty-five millions 
of hvres J \vonIi of goods, obtained with fouf’ 
or- five millions 11 of fpccie, and not' thc-fouttli:^ 
part of which’ U confunied upon the territory of-) 
the republic! Lotus add the immenfe profits tha(.: 
the rcfclUng of ihcfe goods brings in to the ineri i 
chants, and the vaft Ipcculations of which' it Is 
ihe^caufc.' -Lets us add the multiplicity, and extent 
of private fortunes atoafied formerly, as well as in 
our days, in India. Let us add, the experience 
which the failors acquire from thefe voyages, and 
the fpirit they infufc into the navy, and we fiiall 
then have a proper idea of the rcfourccs the go- 
•vcrnmcnt'has found from u*s pofTeffions in Afia. 
The exclufivc charter by which thefe poflefiions '■ 
are holden and cultivated, ought even to procure ‘ 
ftill greater advantages to the United Provinces : 
the reafon of this is evident. > 

It has ever been acknowledged by all nations, 
whatever the fyftem of their government might 
be, that the riches acquired in any country ought 
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to contribute lo the cxpcnccs of the ftaic. Then o o it 
rcafon of this grand maxiiu is evident to all ca« / 
paciiics. IVivatc fortunes arc fo cflcntially con- 
neded with public profperuy, that wlicn the laf * 
tee is injured, the former muft ncccfiarlly fufTcr. 

Thus, when the fubjcflsoF a Hate ferve It with 
their fortunes or their perfons, they do notlnng^ ‘ 
more than defend their own private intererts. 

TJic profiicriiy of the country, is the profperity 
of each individual. This maxim, which Is true in 
all governments, has a particular propriety when 
applied to free focicucs. 

- MuRtoviiR, there arc bodies of men, whofc in- 
terert, either from the nature of thofc bodies; 
their cxtcnfivc relations, or the variety of their 
\iews, are more elTentially connc<flcd witli the 
common imcrefl.. Of this kind is the Haft.Indla 
Company in Holland. 'The enemies to itT trade ^ 
are enemies tothe republic; and it*s fecurity iscib^ 
bliHicd on the fame bafts with that of the llate. 

Is the opinion of men of the beft difccmmcnc, 
the national debt has fcnfibly weakened the 
United I’rovinccs, and alTcdcd tlic general wcl- ■- 
fare, by gradually incrcafmg the load of taxes, 
of which It was the firft caufe. The republic can * 
never be reftored to it’s original fplcndour, till it 
be releafed from the enormous burden under 
which it is opprefled, and this relief can only be 
expected from a company, which it has always! 
encouraged, protefled and favoured. To place 
this powerful body in a fnuation to render the 
higheft fcrviccs to the country, it will by no 
means* be ncccfiary to reduce the profits of the 
proprietors ; it will be* fuffident lo bring them 
back to thofc principles of occonoiny and fimpli- 
city, and to that plan of adminifiration, which 
laid the foundation of their firlt profperity. 
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BOOR A RESouMATiON fo neccfliiry will admit of no 
^ delay. This confidence is due to a government 

which has always endeavoured to maintain a 
good con- gieat number of citizens within itfclf, and to cm- 
DaKi^MdP^°y ^ them, in it’s diftant fculc- 

theirjn- mcnts. It vvas at the cxpcncc of qll Europe that 
Holland was continually incrcafing the number 
neracy. fubjcfts; ihc liberty of confcicncc allowed 

there, and the moderation of the laws, attrafted 
all peefons who were opprcfTcd, in feyeral other 
places, by a fptnt of intolcration and the feverity 
of government. ■ . .t . 

.« Th 6 republic have procured means of fubfift- 
cnce to all perfons who have been willing to fet- 
tle and work, among them : the inhabitants of n 
country ruined by war, ncrc ften to feck fccuriiy 
and employment m Holland. ',4 < ■' 

< Agriculture conld never be a conllderablo 
obje^ in Holland, although the land was, very 
well cultivated.* But the herring filhcryJuppUcd 
the place of agriculture. This was .a new mode 
of fubfiftcnce, a fchool for fcamen. , Born upon 
the waters, they plowed the fea, from whence they 
got their food : they grew familiar \Yiih florins; 
and from the multitude of hazards to which they 
were expofed, they learnt to overcome dangers. 

THEiC3rr)ing trade which the republic was 
continually^ employed in from one European 
nation to another, was alfo a kind of navigation, 
which, without dcOroyipg men, fupplied them 
with fubfiftcucc by labour. , , 

Iva word, navigation, which depopulates a part 
of-Lurope, peopled Holland, It was as it were 
the produce of the couritry. Her Ihips were her 
landed cQatcs,, which ftic made the moll of, at 
the cxpcncc of the ftranger, , 

' Flw 
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Few of the ^inhabitants of Holland knew any B O O^K. 
lung of thofe convcniencies of life which could , 
anly^ be procured at a very high price: all or al- 
noft all of ihcin^werc, unacquainted with luxury. 

A. fpirit of order, frugality, and even avarice, pre- 
vailed throughout the nation, and was carefully 
kept up by the government. , 

The colonics were conduded by the fame 
fpirit. 4. 

The defign of prcfcrvlng their population pre- 
iVailcd in the military fyftem; the republic main- 
tained a great number of foreign, troops in Eu- 
rope, and fomc in the colonics. , i , 

The failors in Holland were well paid j and fo- 
.rcign fcaracn were conftantly employed either on 
board their trading velfcls, or their men of war.* 

• For the purpofc of commerce,- it is necelTary 
.that harmony ihould be preferred at home, and 
peace abroad. No people, except the Swifs;, 

.look more care to keep on good terms with their 
neighbour# j and they endeavoured, flill more 
than the Swifs, to encourage peace among them. 

Tub republic had intended to preferve unani- 
mity among her citizens,, by very excellent laws, 
which Ciould preferibe the duties of every Nation, 
by a fpeedy and difinlcrcftcd admimflration of 
jufticc, and by regulations admirably well adapted 
to the merchants. She felt the ncccliity of good 
faith, fiicwcd it by her obfervance ot treaties, 
and endeavoured to inculcate the fame principle 
among individuals. 

In a word, we know of no nation in Europe 
that had confidcred better what it** united advan- 
tages of fituaiion, ftrcngih, and population al- 
lowed it to undertake, or that had known and 
followed more cffeClually the means of increafing 
both it's, population and it's llrcngth. We know 

V . of 
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B op K of none, which' hiviiig'futh objefts in view as' an 
cxtenfiVe commerce and liberty motually*attra^ 
ingrand'fupporting each- other,'- hath-'candufted 
ufclr in a belter maiincr for the prefervatioir'of 
both the one and the other. < <.- r > 
But- how are thefe manners aJrcadyJ changed 
3nd degenerated from the purity of a ‘republican 
government! Perfonal 'Intcfefts," which become 
Jaudablc by being combined, arc now totally fd- 
nlh, fand I Corruption is become general.^ -Ihcrc 
2S no pairiotifm in that country,’ which Sabovo' all 
others^ in the univerfe Hiould infpirc it's 'inhabit- 
ants with more ftedfaft attachments/ - * 

What patriotic fentimcnis, indeed, might we 
not cxpcft> from a nation that 'can fay to itfclf, 
inis land which I inhabit, has been fertilized by 
wej it isl-who havc-'cmbclhflicd,* who have 
created itJ ‘This threatening fca,’ which deluged 
all our plains, rages in vain againfl the powerful 
c j , } oppofed to'il's fury. I have puri- 
fied this air'which {iagnant waters-bid filled with 
fatal exhalations/ It is by my means that fuperb 
Cities ftaiid noW'upon the flime and mud, oicr 
which the* ocean once rolled it's waves. 'Thb 
pons I have conaruaed; the canals Ihavc-di^- 
gc , rccavc the produaions of the whole uni- 
verfe, which I difpcnfc at plcafurc. The inhe- 
ritances -of other nations arc only pofleffions 
which man-difpufes With man; that which I 
fhalllea^cto my poaerity,'I'hav« raviflied’ from 
torv aSS"'* which confpired agamft my terri- 

nature a n ^ efi^hfhed a new arrangement of 
cverv ’thin morality. I have done 

land^ 'vhcrc ’there was Lthing. Air,-' 

^orks ® I thcfc^are my 

'^orks. I enjoy the glory of the paft ; and whei 

load 
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I -call a look into futurity, I fce^ with fatisfac- B 
tion that my aflics will reft quietly on the lame 
fpot where my forefathers faw the breaking of 
ftorms. i 

I What motives theft forjdohzing one’s epun-f 
try { Yet therCi is no longer pny public fpintiin 
Holland, it iS a whole, tbe^paruof which have 
no other relation among thcmftlv^s than the fpot 
they occupy. MeaoOpfs, baftnefs and dillipnefty 
charaftcrifc now the conquerors of Philip They/ 
make a traSIc^of their^oath, as of their mcrchan- 
difc, andtthey will foon bccojiic the refufe pf the 
univcrfe, which they had aftomflicd by their m- 
duftry and by their virtucsi 
Men, unworthy of the government, under 
which ye live, Ihuddcr at Icaft at the danger^ 
that furcound you ^ Ihoft who have (lavilh foul:, 
arc not far removed fromflavery. Ihcricrcd, 
fire of liberty can only be kept up by chafte 
hands. Ye are not now in the fame date ot 
anarchy, as when- the fovercjgns of Europe, all 
cquilly oppofed by the nobles m their tefpcQivo 
dates, could not carry on their defigps either 
with ftcrccy, unanimity, or difpaich, as when 
the equilibrium of the fcvcral powers was merely 
the effe^ of their mutual debility At preftur# 
power grown more independent, confiriqs ibofs- 
advantages to a monarphy which, a free ftato 
can never enjoy, i What have republicans to op- 
poft to a fupcriority fo formidable^ Ihcir vir- 
tues, but ye have loft them. The corruption^ 
ol )Our manners, and of your magiftrate», en- 
courages ever; where the detrawlors of liberty j 
and, perhaps, your fatal example is the means 
of impofing a heavier yoke on other nations* 
What, anfwcr would you wifli us to make to 
thofc men, who, either from the prejudice of 
) education. 
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U O O'R' education, '‘or from mirreprefentalions,^arc>per- 
prtuaUy "rclling ’ us; This is the government! 
which you extol fo much in ydur \Vritingsj thefc'' 
are the happy confeq^uences of tliat fyftem of li-J 
berty you hold fd’ dear? To thofc •vices which 
you have laid* to the charge of defpotifm, they* 
have added another,- which furpafles ' them all,? 
the inability to Uop thc’progrcfs of evil. What' 
anfwcr can be given to fo fcverc a fatire on dc-* 
inocracy? • ‘ . • * » ^ ^ 

• Industrious Batavians, formerly fo poor, fo' 
brave, and fo formidable,' at prefent fo. opulent* 
and fo feeble, tremble at the idea of being again’ 
reduced to crouch under the yoke of arbitrary' 
power, which -you have thrown off, and which 
iVill threatens you. -It is not I who give you this' 
caution; it is the voice of your anceftors which' 
thus, calls out to you from the bottom of theirf 
tombs. ' ' 1 - , . 


‘ Was it then ‘to be referved for this igno-' 

‘ miny, that we purpled the fcas’with our blood, 

‘ and flained this land with' it? The wretched-’ 

* nefs which wc could not fupport, is that which 

* yc arc preparing for yourfcivcs. ,*That gold' 
‘ which ye accumulate, and hold fo dear, is that’ 
‘ which has placed you under the dependence of 

* one ol your enemies. Yc tremble in his pre- 
‘ fence, from apprclicnfions that yc Ihall lofc 
‘ the riches ychavc infrulled him with. When- 

* ever he commands, you obey, Alas, 1 let ihelc 

* perfidious riches go, if it be ncctffary, and 

* recover )Our dignity. Then it is, that r.nhcr 

* than fubmit to tlic yoke, whatever it may be, 

* you will chufc to throw down with your own 

* lianJs the barticri you have raifed agamll the 

‘ fca, and to bury yourfcivcs, together with your 
‘ enemies, under the waters, * ^ 


« But 
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* But If, in "jour prcfcnt abjcft and pufilla-E o o K, 
< nimous ftatc it fliould happen, that ambition 
‘ Ihould lead again a hoUtle army into the cen- 
‘ ter of )Our provinces, or under the walls of 
‘ ^our capital; fay, how would vou acl upon 

* fuch an event? You ate told, that vou mu.i in 
‘ a moment either refoUc to open tlic gatc:^ of 

* your cuy to the enemy, or to burfl your dikes, 

* Would you hcf.tatc and exclaim ; ouauiKtsl 

* OUR. dikes! But we perceive that you tuni 

* pale. Alas! we fee too plainly, that your v. retell.* 

* cd defeendants do not retain one fpark. of the 
‘ virtue of their anceftors. 

‘ Wm \t ftraiigc infatuation could induce them 

* to give ihcmfclvcs a mafterr But wlui more 

* Grange infatuation Hill could lead them, to 
‘ perpeluate his auihcrity, by rendering it here* 

‘ ditary. \Ye fiiould fay. Woe! totbofe perfons 

* wl.o llatlCTcd ihcinfcJrcs that they Ihould altcr- 

* 1 ately in.*iniain their fway over the prince, by 

* the gratitude he o.vcdthcm, and over the re* 

* public, by the fupport they (bould navef^ron 
« the prince, if they had not tlicmfcivei been 

* the vitliuu of their bafe policy; and ii it had 

* no: plunged them into rcnrciucnt and obfiu- 
‘ tity ; puniniuicnis of the fc.crefl hind to mtrr 

* vd iuinguc and ainbiuon. A free and com- 

* n.crctal people, giving thcmfelvcs a tn.dcr ! 

« Apcofic to who.-n hcirty Inoa’d appear the 
‘ more pfcciouj, av t! cy have the irorc rra'Vt s 
‘ to fear that their i ro^cCu ihoAd be made 

* hi.ovm, the..' fpreuLiiows mterrup^teJ, ;1 cir cn* 

* tcipiiics ihw.iTcd, tiic of t« c hate li.Ird 

‘ by tra.'ori, zi ii ihcfc of t! cic colciacs b-- 

* iloufd on uauoithy lo'cig.,crs. Ycu iru.l it 

* ll*c jultice and g i.-»i uniinicn’t cf yo..r pre« 

* ft..! tuuf, and paibii* » :h rcah..u But ulio 
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B o o K.^ will irifurc to you, that his virtues fliall be 
II- c tranfmiued to his fuccefibrj or from him to 
the next, and fo on from one generation to 

* another, to all the pofterity that lhall defeend 

‘ from him I * 

* O YE, our fdlow citizens and our children 1 
‘ may future events difprove this fatal prophecy 1 

* But if you would but rcflcfl one moment, or 

* if you had.thc’lcaft concern for thetfateof 
‘ your progeny, you would already lee preparing 
‘ before your eyes the chains that arc deftined 
‘ for them.. They arc foreigners \vho:iinc the 

* decks of your mips ; they arc foreigners who 

* compofe and command your armies. Look 
‘ Into the hiflorical annaU of all nations ; read 
‘ and Ihuddct at the ncceffary confcqucnccs of fo 

* imprudent a ftep. ^That opulence which lulls 

* you in a date of lethargy, and keeps you in 

* fubjeftion to a power that is 'your* rival, that 
‘ very opulence itfelf will excite the cupidity of 

* that power which you have created in the midft 
‘ of yourlelvcs. You will be deprived of It, 
'* and at the fame time of your liberty. You 

* willi be annihilated ; for you will feck for your 

‘ courage within yourfclves, and you wiU not 
< find it. •' 

* Be not deceived; your prefent condition is 

* more deplorable than our^s c\crwasi The ad- 
^ vantage of an mdigcm people, groaning under 

* opprciTion is, that they ha\c nothing to lofc 
‘ but life, wbicli is a burden to them. TIic 
‘ nnsfottunc of a people enervated by riches* 

* is, that they lofc all for want of courage to 

* defend them, lloufe yourfclves, i therefore, 

‘ and behold the fuccclGvc progrefs of your dc- 

* gradation. Behold how much you arc fallen 

* off from that ftatc of Ipicndour, to which «c 

t * had 
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‘ had raifcd ourfcUcs ; and endeavour to afeend S o o K 
‘ 10 It again, if however it be ftili praQicablc/ . . 

This is what ) our illuftrious and brave aneef- 
tofs declare to )ou by my voice. Of what con- 
fcqucncc, you will anfwcr me, arc our prefent 
decline, or our future miafortunes to you ? Arc 
you our fcllow-ciriacn ? Have you any dwelling* 
any wife, any children in our cities ? I reply ; of 
vhai concern U U to you, where I was bom, 
who 1 am, or where I dwell, if what I tell you 
be but the truth? Did the ancients ever aCc the 
augur in what country he had hrfl fccn,thc 
light; or upon what oak reded the prophetic 
bird which announced tlicm a vi^oryor a defeat? 
Batavians, the dcftiny of every commercial na- 
tion is to be rich, cCcminatc, corrupt, and fub^ 
dued. Afkvourfclves what vou hare to cxneff* ' 


You. L 


boos: 
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BOOK.* III. 

» ■' 

SeillsmenUi ^radc^ and Conquejls cf the Enghjh 
, tjl the Eq/l‘lndics, 

BOO totally unacquainted either with the 

_j V V period in which the Bntiih ifles were peo- 
SVetchof pled, j or with, the origin of their firfl inhabitants, 
^cancient wc Can Icam from the moft authentic Jii/lori- 
^al records, is, that they were fuccelUvcly vifitcd 
ceamcrce.by the Ph(£n>cians, the Carthaginians, and (he 
Gauls. The traders of thefe nations ufed to go 
there to exchange earthen veflcls, fait, all kinds 
of iron and copper inftroments, for ikins, «(lavc6, 
hounds, and bull'dogs, and efpeciallv for tin. The 
commodities exchanged were valued m proportion 
to their utility. Such mercantile articles were 
brought to thefe people, as they undoubtedly fet 
a higher value upon, than thofe which they offer- 
ed in exchange. Neither of ibcfc parties arc to 
be accufed cither of ignorance or difhoncfty. To 
whatever country of the univcrfc we may repair, 
men will always be found as cunning as ourfeivcs ; 
and they will ever give thofe things they efteem 
the Icaft, in return for thofe which arc in greater 
repute among them. 

A MERB loofe rpeculation would lead us to 
imagine, that iflandcrs have been the firll civi- 
lized people among mankind* Nothing puls a 
ftop lo the cxcurlions of people living on a con- 
tinent: they may rove about in quclt of fubfift- 
cncc, and yet withdraw thcmfelvc* Irom the fcenc 
of war. In idands, it diould feem, that the cHa- 
I bhUimcnc 



:-J/ IN THE EAST'ANn WEST INDIES. 1 


J55 


hllfliincnt of laws and mutual compaQs, mufloffi o o K 
courfe become fooner ncccffary, from, the una». 
voidable conflidls of war, and the inconveniences 
of a too limited focicty. Wc obferve, on the 
contrary, that the manners and the government 
of iflanders, are formed later and more iniper- 
feftiyv 'It is> among’ thefe people lhat we trace 
the origin of thatvmuUitudc of.fmgular inftitu- 
tions that retard, the progrefs of population. An- 
thropophagy, the caHration of males, 'the md- 
bulation'^of females, late ^marriages, the confe- 
cration of virginity, the approbation of celibacy, 
thei punifhmcnts exercifed againd’girls who be- 
came i mothers at too early an agej perhaps allb 
failings, fclf-denials, and all ihofe extravagancies 
that would arife In'convents, if there iwere a mo- 
nailery of men and women iotermixed, in which 
the number of the former was by far the greatell, 
tind without any poiTibility of emigration. 

*i thefe ; Iflanders have found 'out the 

means of cfcaping from the narrow circuit in 
which natural caufes had confined them during a 
fertes of^ages, they carry* their* cufloms along 
•with them to the' continents, where they have 
been .perpetuated from one century to another, 
and where philofophers of our days arc ftUl cm- 
barrafled to invclligaie thcrcafon of them. The 
fuperabundance of populatioiLm iflands,* was the 
caufc of the tardy progrefs oT civilization among 
their inhabitants} fmcc it became ncccflary to 
put a con^nual flop to that, fuperabundance by 
violent meafurcs. An extreme Hate of barbarifrn 
'upvi. ♦Jj.u. 'ivhx’K. nbnT wftjnh/y.s. of 
the fame family are compelled to extirpate each 
other. It is the intcrcourfc of people among 
^themfclves, which dimimlhes their ferocity, as it 
H their fcparaiion from each other \.hii^ con- 
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B o O Ktributcs-to prolong It. The Iflanders of our 

. days ha\e not entirely loft their primitive cha- 

ruder ; and perliups an attentive obferver miglrt 
find feme traces of it even in Great-Britain. 

Tjie dominion of the Romans was not fulC- 
cicntly durable, nor fufllcicnlly uninterrupted to 
improve, in any confiderabie degree, the induftry 
of the Britons. Even the fmall progrefs that 
liulbandry and the arts had made during this pe- 
riod, was loft as foon as that'haughiy power had 
determined to abandon tins conqueft. The fpirlt 
of llavery which the foutlicrn inhabitants of Bri- 
tain had contraclcd, deprived them of the cou- 
rage ncccfiary, to rcfift, at firft, the overflowings of 
their neighbours the Ptds, wlio had faved them- 
fclvcs from the yoke by flying towards the north 
of the l{l3nd,and prevented diem afterwards from 
being able to oppofe the more deftruftive, more 
obftinaic, and more numerous expeditions of 
plunderers, that poured in fwarms from the north- 
ern parts of Europe. ' ^ » 

All nations were aflcflcd with this dreadful 
fcourge, the moft deRruflivc, perhaps, that ever 
■vvas recorded in the annals ol the world ; but the 
calamities which Great Britain particularly* ex- 
perienced are incxprcfliblc. Every year, fcveral 
tipies even in a year, her countries were ravaged, 
her houfes burnt, her women ravi/hed, her temples 
ftripped, her inhabitants inaflacred, put to torture, 
or enflaved. All thefe misfortunes fucccedcd each 
other with inconceivable^ rapidity. 3^hcn the 
country yas fo far deftroyed that nothing rcmain- 
cd to glut the avidity oi thefe barbarians, they 
feized on the land itfclf. “ One nation, foccecdcd 
• another. One band fupervening, expelled or ex- 
terminated the one that was already cftablifticdj 
and this fuccefEon of revolutions conftanily kept 
. ' .up 
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up indolence, miftruft and mifery. In thefe BOOK 
difpiriting times, the Britons had fcarce any com- , 

nterciai connefltion with the continent. , Ex- 
changes were even fo rare among them, that it 
was necclfary to have witnefles for ti]e falc of the 
Icaft trifle. , 1 , ^ 

It might have been expeded that the union of 
the two kingdoms would have put a Hop to thefe^ 
calamities, when William the Conqueror fubduedi 
Great Britain a little while after the middle of the. 
eleventh century. Hi> followers came from coun- 
tries rather more civilized, moreaflive, and'inorp 
induftrious, than thofe they came to fcplc m. 

Such a communication ought naturally-to have 
rcQified and enlarged the ideas of the epnquered 
people, Unfortunately, the introdu£rion of the 
feudal government occafjoned fq fpeedy and lu, 
complete a revolution m matters of proper!) > that 
every thing was thrown into confufion. . 

minds of men were fcarccly fettled, and- 
the conquerors and the conquered liad but juft 
begun to confidcr ihcmrclvcs as one and the fame 
people, when the abilities and Hrength of the 
nation were engaged iu fupporting ihcprctcnfions 
of their fovcrcjgns to the crown of France. - In 
thefe obftinaie wars, thcEnglifli djfpla)cd mili- 
tary talents and courage; but, after fcveral great 
effurti, and confidccab'c fuccefs, the) were forced 
back into thqir ifland, where domcfllc troybles, 
e.'ipofed them to frcfii cahunUies. 

DuKl^(f thefe dilfcrtnr period*, the, whole 
commerce was in the hands of the Jews and the 
bankers of Lombardy, who were alternately fa- 
voured and robbed, coniidcred as ufcliil perfons, 
and condemned to death, expelled and recalled. 

'ilicfe tumults were incrcafed by the audacity of 
the pirates, who being fomcUiucs protected by 
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DOOKihe government v?Uli which they fliarcd their 
attacked all fliips indifcnminatcly, and* 
' frequently fank their crews. The intcreft of 

money was at fifty per ccnt.^’Lcalhcr, furs, butter, 
lead, and lin,'wcrc the only things exported from 
England at a very moderate ratc^ and thirty thou- 
fand fades of wool, which returned annually a 
more confiderablc futn. As the Englifii 'were 
then totally unacquainted with the art of dying" 
this wool, and nvanufadunng it with elegance, the 
greateft part of this money returned* To remedy 
this inconvenience,' foreign manufacturers w'erc 
invited, and the people were prohibited from 
wearing any,clqthes that' were not of' home 
nui^afture. „ At the fame lime, the exportation of 
manufactured 'wool and wrought iron was forbid- 
den; two laws. altogether worthy of the age in 
which they were inAituted. ' . r ^ c 

Hckry VII, permitted the barons to difpofeof 
their lands, and the common people to buy them. 
This regulation dirrtinilhed’ the inequality which 
fubfjAcd before between the fortunes of the lords 
and their vaOals ; 'it made the latter more inde- 
pendent, and inspired the people with the defire 
of enriching thcmfclves, and with the hope of en- 
joying their riches. There were many obftaclcs 
to this'wifh, and this hope; focne of which were 
removed. The company of merchants cftabldh- 
cd at London was prevented from exaCling in 
future the fum of one thoufand five hundred and 
fcventy.five hvr'es* from each of the other mer- 
chants in the kingdom, defirous of trading "at 
the great fairs of the Low Countries.,. In order 
to fix a greater number of people to the labours 
of hufbandry, jt was ena£icd,'that no perfon 
fhould put his fon or daughter out to any kind of 
appreniiccfliip, without being pofTeffed of a re- 
^ venue 
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venue of twenty-two livrcs ten fols* in landed b 
property : i this abfurd law was afterwards miti- 
gated. 

XJNFokTUNAT£i.Y,' that law which regulated 
the price of all forts of provllions, of woollens, o£ 
workmen’s wages, of iluSs, and of clothing, 
was maintained in full force. Other impedi- 
ments even were thrown in the way of commerce, 
on account of fome pernicious combinations that 
were fet on foot. It was a drcumllancc then un- 
known, that money, which is the rcprcfentati\e 
of every thing, is iu it's turn, rcprcfcntcd by 
all vendible articles; that it is a commodity, 
which, like all others, mull be left to itfclf ; that 
the value of it mud neceSarily rife or dimimil^ 
every inUant, from an indnite number of dlHert 
ent incidents; that every regulation of policy 
upon this matter cannot but be abfurd and detn. 
mental; that one of the means of multiplying 
ufurers, is to forbidufury, bccaufe this prohibition 
becomes an cxclufivc privilege for any one who 
fets the fenfe of fliamc at dedance; that c\cry 
law is ridiculous, whenever there arc pofitivc 
mt^s of eluding it j that the general competition 
which would anfc from an unlimited liberty of 
trading with money, would ncccflarjly reduce it 
to a lower intered; that ruinous loans, which it 
is the intention to prer ent, would be lefs frequent, 
dnee the borrower would have, nothing to pay 
but the value of the money borrowed; whereas, 
in the prefent Hate of things, we mud add to this 
value the price which the ufurer fets upon hi? 
coaCcicncc, upon hU honour, and upon the rifly 
he runs from commiiiing an illegal a£l; a price 
which rifes in proportion to the fcarcity of ufurers, 
and to the rigour with which the prohibliivc law 
is obferved^ 

* »8i 4<i. I'roM 
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BOQK From ilic fame-want of difccrnmentj’thc cs-. 

portation of money in any klntl of coin was for-; 
bidden} and, in order to prevent foreign •mcr-», 
phants irom carrying'll clandcAincly away, they 
were compelled to change’ into'Englilh merchant' 
dife 'the 'entire produce of the goods they^ had 
brought into England. * The exportation of 
horfes was hkewife prohibited; and the -people 
were not fufficiently'enlightcned to dtfeover, that 
fuch a prohibition would inecefianly caufe the 
propagation and iinprovcmem of thefpccies to be 
neglccted'l^At length,' corporations were cA^blifli- 
cd in ail the towns; that Isao'fay, the« Aate aut 
thoriftd 'all perfons> of the fame profellion,' to 
make fuch regulations as 'they Aiould thmle nc- 
peflary for their-' cXcIufive prefervation and .fuc^ 
eels. ' The nation is Aill opprelfed witb'a rC' 
gubtidn fo' contrary to general" InduAry*, ( and 
whiclt reduces every thing" to a kind of monopoly. 

* Upon conHdcnng fuch a number ’of Arango 
lawsj'wc might be induced to think that'Henry 
was clilicn indiflerent-about the profperity of his 
kingdom, or that he was-mtally deficient in un- 
dcrllanding, ‘ Ncvcrthclcfs,’ it is certain 'that this 
prince, notwiiliAanding his extreme avarice, often 
lent confidcrabic Turns of' money, without intcrcA, 
to merchants' whpihud not property 'fulBcient. to 
carry, Qn'th{>fcbcnici they had '‘planned : belide*, 
the wifdom of his government is fo well confifiu- 
cd,- that he is accounted, with rcafon, one of the 
greatcA monarclis that ever fat upon ihe-^ throne 
of England.,' But, notwitliAanding all the clfoVtS 
of genius, it requiresa fuccellion of Icvcral -ages 
before any Icicncc can he reduced to fimplc'prin- 
pipies. It is the fame thing -with theories as witli 
machines, 'WUich'arc always very complicated at 
firu, and which arc only freed in the courfe. of 
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time, by obfervation and experience, from thofeB o o kl 
ufclcfs wheels which fcrvcjmerdy to uicrcafe their , ^ 

friflion. -i ^ 

The knowledge of the fuccccdingL reigns wasj 
not much more extcnfivc upon thofe matterji wc 
are treating of. borne riLoniigs, fettled in Eng- 
land, were the only good workmen m that coun- 
try , thc) were almoft always infuked and op- 
prclTed b) thc EnghOi workmen, who were jealou; 
o£ them wuhoqt emulation. , iThc latter com 
plained that all the cuftomers went to thc IJc 
inings, and that thefo occafioned a rife in th« 
price of corn Thc goyernnept adopted theli 
populartprcjudjces, and forbad'all grangers t( 
employ more than twoj workmen m thejr (hops 
Thc merchants Wficc not better treated than {In 
workmen, and thofe even who were naturalized 
were obliged lo pay the fame duties as aliens 
Ignorance was fo general, tliat^the cultivation o 
the beft lands was neglcOed, m order to conver 
them into pafl:uccs,.eYen at the tunc that {ht 
number of Ihecpi which n^ight bcjT one flock 
was rellraincd byLthc laws to two thoafand, A\ 
rntrcaniilc corrcfpondcnccs were centred m th| 

Low Countries ih& inhabitants of thefe- pro 
\mccs bought thc Enghfli commodities, am 
circulated them through the different parts^o 
Luropc. It IS probable that the nation woulc 
not have, for a long Urac, emerged ftoQ\ thi> fitu 
ation, had it not been for a concurrence of la 
vourablc circumftanccs 1 i 

fiiE Duke of Alva’s cruelties droie fevcral abl< 
nianufafturcrs into rngland, who earned thc ar 
of the fine ricmiffi manufaflurcs to 1 ondon 
Thc pcrfecutions which the Ihptcffants fuOcic* 

III Trance, fupphed Lngland wiih^workmcn of 4I 
kmda. Elizabeth, unpaiicni pC coniradi^imn, bn 
j knowin^ 
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BOO Kknowmg and dcHrout of do'mg what was right, 
. at once dcfpoiic and popular, with thcadvaniagcs 
a good underftanding, and of being properly 
obeyed, availed hcrfelf of the fcrmcntaiion of 
men’s minds, as prevalent throughout ail her do- 
minions as through the rell of Europe; and while 
this fermentation produced, among other nations, 
nothing but theological difputcs, and civil or fo- 
reign wars, in England it gave- rife to a lively 
fpirit of emulation for commerce, and for the im- 
provement of navigation. < 

• Th£ Engllih learned to build their Hiips at 
home, which they bought before of the merchants 
of Lubcc and Ilamburgb. They were foon iho 
only perfons who traded to Mufeovy by the way 
of Archangel, newly difeovered; and they pre- 
fcntly became competitors with the Hanfc towns 
in Germany, and in. the north. They began to 
trade with Turkey. Several of tltcir navigators 
attempted, thougn in vain, to difeover a paflage 
10 India by the nortbern Teas. At length Drake, 
Stephens, Cavendifl), and fomc others, reached 
that place, Tome by the South Sea, and others by 
. doubling the Cape of Good Hope. ^ . 

a^of^ The fuccefs of thefe voyages was fufiicient to 
En*gi!ft to determine the moRable merchants of London to 
Inda. cdabliflr a company in the year 1600; which ob- 
tained an exclusive 'privilege of trading to the 
Eaft Indies. The aft which granted this privi- 
lege fixed it for fifteen years ; it declared, that 
if it ihould prove injurious to the ftaie, it Ihould 
be annulled, and the company fupprefied, by giv- 
ing two years previous notice to it^s members. 

This claufc of referve arofe from the difplca- 
forc the commons bad lately fhewn on account of 
a grant, the novelty of which might poflibly ofiend 
them. The queen had returned to the houfc, and 
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had fpokcn on this occafion in a mauncr^worthyu o o K 
to fcrvc as a lefibn to all foveretgns. > • ■ - . 

, “ Gentlemen/* laid (ho to the members of/ 
the houfe commilBoncd to return her thanks, “ I> 

“ am. extremely fcnfiblc of your attachment, andi 
“ of the carciyou have taken to give me an au-> 

“ thcntlc teftimony of it. This affcflion for my> 

“ perfon had determined you. to apprize me of a 
“ fault I had inadvertently fallen into from igno-, 
ranee, but in ,which my will had no jharc. If 


“ your vigilance had not difeovered to me tlicj 
“ mifehiefs which my raiftakc might have, pro- 
“ duced, what pain fhould I not 'have felt — I,* 
** who have nothing dearer to me than the affee-^ 
tion and prcfervatlon of my people ? May myv 
“ hand fuddcnly w'hhcr, may my heart be firuck 
*f at once with a deadly ^|ow, before I fliall ever 
‘f grant particular privileges that my fubjefts may, 
“ have reafon to coraplain.of ! The fplcndour of 
y the throne has not fo far dazzled my ejcs> 
“ that 1 fliould pccfcc the abufe of an unbounded 
“ authority to the ufc of a power exercifed by 
« jufticc. The brilliancy of royalty bhnds^only 
“ thofe princes who arc ignorant of the duties 
“ that the crown impofes. I dare believe that f 
“ fhall not be ranked among fucb monarchs. X 
“ know that I bold not the feepter for my own 
“ proper ad\antage, and that I am entirely dc-», 
“ voted to the focic^, which has put.it*s confi-t 
« dcnce in me. Iris my happinefs to fee. that 
“ the ftatc has hitherto profpered under my go- 
“vernmentj and that my fubjcfls are ^onhy 
“ that 1 fiiould yield up my crown and my life for 
“ their fakes. Impute not to me the improper 
♦* mcafurcs I may be engaged in, nor the irregu- 
“ laritics which may be committed under the 
“ fandion of my name. ‘Tau know that the ini- 
, ' “ niders 
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B O O K “ niflers of princes arc too often guided by pri* 

. , ^ “ vatc intcrelU, that truth fcldoni« reaches thc- 

“ ears of kings, and that, obliged as they are, 
“ from the multiplicity of affairs they arc .laden 
** ■with, to fix their attention on thofc which arc 
^ of the greateft importance, it is impoflible they 
“ fhould lee every thing -with their own eyes.** 

* From the perufal of this wife fpcech, wcflmuld 
be inclined to believe^ that an abfolutc monarchy 
who is juft, fteady, and enlightened, would be 
the beft of princes: but on the other hand,i we 
fhould confidcr, that. if this reign were to be laft- 
ing, the people would neglcft the .aflertion of 
thofc rights, of which they would have no occa- 
fion to avail thcmfclvcs j and that nothing could 
be more fatal to them than the continuation of 
this lethargy, under a'-rcign fimilar to the firftj 
unlefs it be the prolongation of it under a third, 
Nations .fometimes' make attempts to deliver 
thcmfcives from on oppreflion Impofcd by vio- 
lence j but never ftrivc to fet thcmfclvcs free horn 
a ftate of flavery, into whiclt they have been led 
by mild and gentle proceedings. Sooner or later 
a tyrant, either weak minded, or cruel, or de- 
void of underftanding, •will fuccced to the ma- 
nagement of ail abfolutc power, which has never 
been oppofed. The people who arc the viiftiins 
of this dcfpotifm, think they arc deftined to be 
fo. They have loft the fci^ of liberty, which 
can only be maintained by perpetual exertion, 
J*crhap8, had thcFnghlh been governed by three 
fucccflivc iovereigns finnlar to Elizabeth, they 
would have been the moft abjcil of all flaves. 

The funds of this company were, at firft, far 
from being confidcrablc. Part of them was ex- 
pended m fitting out a fleet of four Ihips, which 
failed in the beginning of the year 1601; and 

the 
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the reft was fent abroad in money and merchaii-B O o K 

difc.. . . • ■ 

Lancaster, who commanded the expedition, 
arrived the year foUovjing at the port of Achcin, 
which was at that time a \cry celebrated mart. 
Intelligence had been received there of* the vic- 
tories gained by^ the EngliOt over the Spaniards 
at feaj ^and this intelligence procured him a moft 
diftinguifiicd rcccption,^ The king behaved to 
him in the fame manner as if he bad been hl$ 
equal ; he ordered that his own wives richly ha- 
bited, {hould play fcvcral airs in his prefence, on 
a variety of inftruments. This favour was foU 
owed by all the compliances that could be wifhed 
or to facilitate the eftabliflinient of a fafe^and 
idvantageous commerce. The Englifh admiral 
was received at Bantam in the fame manner as at 
the place where he tirft landed } and a Ihlp, which ^ 
he had difpatched to the Molucca IQands,’ brought ’ 
him a confiderable cargo of cloves and nutmegs. 

With thefc valuable fpiccs, and the pepper nc 
took in at Java and Sumatra, he returned fafe to 
Europe. > ' 

This early fuccefs determined the focIcty,who 
had Intrufted their intcrefts in the hands of this 
able man, to form fcttlemcnts in India ; but not 
without the confent of the natives. They did not 
wifli to begin with conquefts. Their expeditions 
were nothing more than the enterpnfes of humane 
and fair traders.' They conciliated to themfelvcs 
the affeflion of the people ; but this procured 
them no advantage, except a few faftones j , and 
they were in no condition to fuftain the rivalfliip 
of other nations that had made themfclves formi- 
dable. 

Tub Portuguefe and the Dutch were in pofr 
fslfion* of large pro>mccs, well fortified places, 

and 
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BOOK and’ good harbours.*' thcfc advantages their 
. trade was fccured againft the natives of the coun- 
try,' and'" againft- *neW'conlpeutors'’jvthcir- return 
to - Europe was facilitated and 'they had oppor- 
tunities of getting’ a' good' fale-for-tbe commo- 
dirics they carried to Afia,' and of purchafmg thofc 
they wanted; at-a moderate price.- iThc Englifh', 
on the cantrar^,'expofed to thc caprice of fca/bhs 
and of the- people,’ having no. ftrcngtbifor placc 
of' fecurity,-and deriving 'their- fupplies ; from 
England only; could-ndt,' according^ todhe ideas 
their prevailing,' carry on an 'advantageous trade. 
They thought that itwas' difficult to acquire great 
riches without'great injuQice; and tHat,'- in order 
to furpafs or'cycn equal: the nations they had een'- 
furedj^they muft purfue the fame'eonduff.’' This 
■was an error which" led' them into falfe-mcafurcs.' 
"With maxims more'-faluiary; - they would have 
been fenfible, that if goodnefs, rniMnefs,' bene- 
volence,” and- humanity,' do not lead to profperity 
fo rapidly as violence j' yet the power that is Hxed 
Upon fo rcfpcGablc a bads, will be more drm and 
durable. By tyranny, a precarious authority and 
a- diftutbed 'poirefllon;' can only’ be 'obtained j 
while that which flows from juftice,-atlra£ls, in 
the end, every thing to it's own center.* The do- 
minion of force is confidercd as a' feourgej that 
- of. virtue as a blcffing; and I never can be' con- 
'vinced, thafit is a matter of indiircrcncc, whether 
We maUc - our appearance before -foreign nations;' 
in the’ charaflcr of infernal fpirits,- or in that* of 
cclc(l»al beings. . . * r •: 

The plan of forming lading fcitlcmcnts, and 
of aitcmptiog conguefts.. feemed loo ^fcat to be 
accompliflicd by the forces of an infant focicty: 
but they fiaiicrcd tbcmfelvcs that they /houJd 
mcctwub protc&ion, bccaufe they thought ihctn- 

fclvcs 
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fclvcs ufcful. They were difappomted in theirBOOK 
expedkadons. 'They couid obtain nothing from . 

James I. a weak .prince, infcdkedi with falfc 
philofophy of his age, a man of wit, of a fubtilc 
and pedantic genius, and better qualified to be 
at the head of an univerfity than to prefide over 
an empire. By their aftivxty, pcrfcvcrancc, and 
Judicious choice of oificers and fafkors, the com- 
pany provided thofe fuccoura which were tefufed 
them by their fovcrcign. They crcdcdforts,and 
founded colonies in the iflands of Java, Folcron, 
Amboyna, and Banda. In this manner they 
ibared the fpice trade with the Dutch, which will 
always he the mod certain branch of eailcmcom-* 
merce, becaufe the objeds of it are become ne> 
ccllary articles of life. It was of more import- 
ance at the time we are fpeaking of, becaufe the 
luxury which ariies from caprice bad not then 
made fo much progrefs in Europe as it has done 
fmcc, and becauC: there was not that prodigious 
demand for India linens, (luffs, teas, ami Cblnels 
vamifb, that there is arprefenr. 

Tub Dutch bad not driven the Portuguefe from 
the fpicc-iilands with a view of fuiferiDg a nauoa 
to fettle there, whole maritime force, chara&cr,i;ai aad 
and form of government, rendered their rtvallbip^”*'^ 

(UU more formidable. They bad many advan- 
tages on their fide, fucb aspoucrful colonics, a 
wcU^xercifed navy, firm albances, a great fund 
of wealth, a knou i^ge of the country, and of the 
principles and details of commerce; while the 
Enghih, who were deficient In all thefe particu- 
lars, were attacked in alt poffibic wa}S. 

The firff (Icp their rival took was to drive 
them from the ferule places, where tlicy hail 
formed fctllcmcntt. In the iJlands where ihcac 
power was Icfs cfiabUIhcd, they cpJeavoured, by 

accufa- 
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BOO Kaccufations, equally void of trutli and decency/ 
to make them odious to the naiivcs’of the country. 
Thefe ihameful expedients npt meeting with all 
the fuccefs the Butch expeded, thofc avaricious 
traders rcfolvcd to proceed to afts of violence. An 
extraordinary occation brought on the commence- 
ment of hohihties fooner than it was imagined. ' 
' It is a cuftom at Java for the new-married 
women to difpute with their huibands the firffc 
favours of love. This kind of conteft, which the 
men take a pride in terminating immediately, and 
the women in protrafting as long as poffible, 
fbmetimes lads fcvcral weeks. From whence can 
this capricious refinement of coquetry proceed,, 
fince it exifts not in the nature of man, nor in 
that of the brute? Does the Javanefe woman in- 
tend, by this conduft, tojafpirc Iier hufband with 
confidence in licr morals both before and after 
marriage.? Docs die mean to irritate his padion#, 
which are always more violent in a ravilher.than 
in a favoured lover? Or does Ibe think of en- 
hancing the value flic fets upon her charms, upon 
her favours, and upon the facrifice of her liberty? 
Thc-king of Bantam having juft overcome the 
rcfiftancc of a new bride, made. public enter- 
tainments in celebration of his triumph. The 
ftrangers in the harbour were invited to thefc 
feftivals. The Enghfli, unfortunately for'^thetn, 
•were treated witlv too much diftinaion. The 
Butch looked with a jealous eye upon this pre- 
ference, and did not defer revenge a moment. 
They attacked them on.ali fidcs. 

■"The Indian ocean became, at this period, the 
Scene of she moSi ^hJooiiy cagagcincftts bet aces 
tho maritime forces of the two nations. .They 
fought out, attacked, and combated each, othec 
with the fpirit of men •who chofc lo conquer or 

to 
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to die. Equal courage appeared on both fidcs,B O o It 
but there was a difparity in their forces; llie . / 
EngUfh were on the point of being overcome, 
when fbmc moderate people in Europe, which 
the flames of war had not reached, endeavoured/ 
to find out the' means of accommodating their 
differences. By an infatuation, which it is not clfy 
to explain, the ycry ftrangeft of all was adopted. 

' I.t 1619, the two companies figned a treaty, the 
purport of which was, that the Molucca ifiands,* 
Amboyna and Banda, Ihould belong in common, 
to the two nations: that the Engfifh Ihould have 
one third, and the Dutch two thirds of the pro> 
duceat a fixed price: that each, in proportion' 
to the benefit they received, fiiould contribute to 
, the defence of thefc iilands : tb^i a council, com>‘ 
pofed of fkilful 'men of both parties, (hould re- 
gulate all the aSairs of commerce at Batavia; _ 
that this agreement, guarantee^ by the refpedive' 
fbvcrcigns, Ihould laft twenty years: and that, if 
any differences fliould arife during this interval 
that could not be fettled by the two companies,' 
they (hould be determined by the king of Great’ 

Britain and ihc Statcs.gcncra! of the United Pro- 
vinccs. Among all the political convemiohs pre- 
ferved in hillory, ir would be difficult to find a 
more extraordinary one than this. It met with' 
the fate it deferved. 

The Dutch in India were no fooncr informed 
of it, than they devifed means to render it Incf- 
feflual. The fituation of affairs favoured their 
defigns. The Spaniards and the Portuguefc bad 
a'i’tw.vage of tbt bevj.-c.cw tbeit 

enemies, to regain the fettlements in the Moluc- 
cas. They might fortify tlicmfcUes there; and 
it w’as dangerous to give them time. The EnglUh 
commillarics concurred with them in opinion, that 
‘ VoL. I. 3 b :t 
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B o o Kit would be bcfl to attack them \>,'ithout delay; bus 
added, that they were not in the Icaft prepared to 
act in concert with them. This declaration^ 
which was c^pcdicd, W'as rcgiftcrcd; and their 
anbcuicsi embarked alone in an c;:pcdition,' all 
the advantages of which they referved to them* 
fclvcs. The agents of the Dutch company jtad 
only one ftep further to go, to get all the fpices 
into the hands of their mailers, which war, to 
drive their rivals from the ifland of Amboynar 
The method by which they fuccccdcd in this pro- 
ject was very cMraordinary. 

A jAPANts£, in the Dutch fcrvicc at Amboy- 
na, made himfclf fufpcflcd by bis ii^rudcnt cu- 
riofity. He was feized, and confefied that^ he 
had entered into an engagement with the foldicrs 
of his nation to deliver up the fort to the Englilh. 
His comrades confirmed his account, making tlie 
fame confcifion. , Upon thefe unanimous depofx- 
tions, the authors of the confpiracy, who did not 
difavovv, but even acknowledged it, were loaded 
with irons: and the ignominious death which all 
the criminals were condemned to fuffer, put an 
end to the plot. This is the account" given by 
the Dutch. , • 

The^ Englilh have wlways confidcred this ac- 
cufalion as the fuggedion of an unbounded ava- 
rice. They have luamtaincd, that it was abfurd 
to fuppofe, that ten tailofs and eleven foreign 
ioldicr* could have formed the pro]c£l of feizing 
upon a place which was garrifoned by two hun- 
dred men: that even, if thefe unhappy perfons 
had thought it pofllble to execute fo extravagant a 
plan, thev^ would have been difcouraged by the 
iropollibility of obtaining fuccours to, defend, 
them againft an enemy who would have bcfieged 
them on all fidcs. To make a confpiracy of this. 
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H«ncl probable, it requires Wronger proof than an o o IC 
confclfion extorted from the accufeJ by extreuiity ^ HI 
of torture. The torments of the rack never af- 
forded any other proof, than that of the coungc 
or weaWnefi of ihofc whom barbarous cullom had 
condemned to it. 1 hefe confiderations, ftrcngih- 
cned by fe\crftl others almod equally con- 
vjitcingi ha\c made the flory of the confpiracy 
of Ainbovna fo fufpc^cd, that it has generally 
been confidcrcti as a mere cxcufc for the moll 
atrocious avarice. 

The miniftry of James L and the whole na- 
tion, Mere at that tune fo engaged in ccclcfiaf- 
tical Aibtleties, and the difcuilion of the rights 
of king and people, that they were not fenfiblc 
of the mfults offered to thcEngliQi name m the 
Eaft. This mditfercnce produced a caution which 
foon degenerated into \veBkner». Ihefe lilanders, 
however* maintained the bravery of iheir charac- 
ter belter at Coromandel and Malabar. 

They had cflablilhcd faSones at Marulipa-^^wrt 
tarn, Calicut, and fc\cral other poTi», and even 
Belin. Surat, the riched mart in thefc countries, ihePo cu- 
tcmpicd their ambition m t6i*. The inhabi- 5 -‘*f“ 
tant« were difpofcd to rccewc them , but the Por- 
tuguefc declared, that if this nation were fu^cr- 
ed to make a fcttlement, they would burn ail the 
towns upon the coaft, and fcizc all the Indian 
vefleU. The governmenr was awed by thefd me- 
naces. Aliddleton, difappointcd m his hopc;,^ 
vas obliged to abandon the place, and return 
through a numerous fleet, to whii-h he did more 
d-\niagc than he rcccucd from U. 

Caj-tain Thomas Beft arrived in tiiefc lau- 
tudca the year follov/mg, with a very confiderablc 
force, lid w 15 received at Surat without any op- 
pofition The pgent» he earned out vuh him 
^ B b a -lad 
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BOO Khad fcarcc entered upon their employments when 
, a formidable armament from Goa made jl’s ap* 
pcarancc. The £nglifli admiral, reduced to this 
alternative, either of betraying the inlcrefts he 
was intruded with, or of expofing himfclf to the 
greateft danger in defending them, did not bed- 
tatc what part he fliould take. He twice attacked 
the Portuguefe, and, notwiihdanding the great 
inferiority of his fquadron, gained the victory 
each time.- ‘However, the advantage the van* 
quidied derived from their pofition, their ports, 
and their fortreffes, always made the Englilh na- 
vigation in Guzarat very diflicult. Tliey were 
obliged to raainiain a condaht druggie againft an 
obdinate enemy (hat was not diTcouragcd by de- 
feats. No tranquillity was to be obtained, but 
at the price of ncwcontcds and new triumphs. 
The Eng- . The ucws of tlicfc glorious^fucccITcs, againft a 
conaeftll nation which had hitherto been thought mvinci- 
eBiwith ble, reached as far as the capital of Perfia. ^ / 
Verfia. fo cclcbrhicd in antiquity, 

appears to have been free at the drll inftitution 
of it’s government. The monarchy rofc upon 
,tbc ruins of a depraved republic. ThePerfians 
wcrclon'g happy under this form of government : 
their manners were as fimpic as then* laws. At 
length, the fovcrcigns were infpired with the fpl- 
nt of conqueft. At that time, the treafures of 
Adyria, the fpoils of many trading nations, and 
the tribute anting from a vaft number of pro- 
inccs, brought immenfc riches into the empire, 
rhicU Toon occafioned a total alteration. The 
ifordcrs rofc to fuch a pitch, that the care of 
iLic public amufements fccracd to engage the chief 
attention of government, , 

. A piioPLr,totaUydcvoted toplcafurcjcould not 
fad, in a fitort time, of being reduced to flavery. 

* ‘ They 
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They were fucceffivcly brought into that ftate by B o o k; 
the Macedonians, the Fatthians, the Arabians, ^ , 

and the Tartars, and towards the clofe of the^ 
fifteenth century by the Sophis, who pretended 
to be the defeendents of Aiy, author, of the fa- 
mous reformation, by which Mohammedifm was 
, divided into two branches. - • • 

No prince of this new race made himfelf fo 
famous as Schah-Abbas, furnamed. the Great, 

He conquered Candahar, feveral places of im- 
portance upon the Black_Sca» part of Arabia, 
and drove the Turks out of Georgia, Armenia, 
Mefopotamia, and all the countries they had con- 
quered beyond the Euphrates. ’ ‘ 

These tifiorics produced remarkable changes 
in the interior adminifiraiion of the empire. Tlie 
great men took advantage of the civil broils to 
make tbemfclves independent; they were de- 
graded, and all polls of confequcnce were given to 
llrangers, who had neither the power nor inclU 
naiion to raife faftions. The army having taken 
upon thcmfclvcs to difpofe of the crown at their 
plcafurc; they were rcflraincd by foreign troops, 
whofc religion and cufioms were different. A- 
uarchy had inclined the people to fcditlon ; and 
to prevent this, the towns and villages were filled 
with inhabitants chofen out of nations, whofc 
manners and charafler bore no rcfemblancc fo 
thofc of the ancient inhabitants. Thefc arrange- 
ments gave rife to a dcrpofifin the moll abfolutc, 
perhaps, that any country has ever experienced. 

It is a matter of affonidimcnt, that the great 
Abbas Ihouid liavc combined feme views of pub- 
lic utility with this goyenimcnt, which was na- 
turally opprcllivc. He patronized the arts, and, 
cflabUlhcd them in the capital, and iu the pro- 
‘vinces. All perfons who brought into his dor, 

minions 
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BOOK minions talents of any kind, were fare of bcin^y 
t _,weli received, ailifled, and rewarded. He would 
pften fay, tlut ftrangers uere the bcH: ornaments 
of an empire, and added more toUhe dignity of 
the prince than the pomp of the moft refined 
luxury. > 

Whild Pcrfiawas rifing' from it*s rums by the 
different branchei of induftry thht were every- 
where cllabliflied, a number ot Armenians, tranf- 
planted to Ifpahan, carried the fpini of commerce 
into the heart of the empire. In a little tune, 
ihefe traders, and the names of the country ^ho 
followed their example, fpread thcmfclvcs over 
the Laft, into HoUind, Lnqland, the Mcditer- 
xanean, and the Baltic, and wherever commerce 
was carried on with fpirii and advantage. The 
bophi hirafclf bore a part in their emerpnfes, and 
advanced them confiderable funis, which tlic) em- 
ployed to advantage m the moll celebrated maru 
in the world They were obliged to return the 
capital on the terms agreed upon, and if liicy had 
incrcafcd it by tUcir mdufiry, he granted them 
fome recotnpcnce. 

T Hc Portuquefe, who found that part of the 
India trade with Afia and Luropc was likely to 
DC diverted to Pcrfia, iinpolcd refiramts upon ir. 
Ihey would not fuffer the l^crfians to purchafe 
mcrchandircany whcrcbui from ihur magazines* 
they fixed the price of it, and iF they fomctimcs' 
allowed It to be taken at the places where it was 
mmufaclurcd, it was always to be earned m tlieir 
ovvn bottoms, charging aU cxpcnccs of freight and 
exorbitant culloins. Ihis flretcli of power dif- 
p, ^ ® Abbas, wlio being informed of 

the rcrcluinciu of the Engl, fl,, propolcd to umre 
ftrcngil, wuh his land forces, to 
pefege Ormus. Ifai* place was aiuckcd by the 
combined 
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combined arms of the two nations, and taken inB O O K. 
the year 1623, 'after , a conted that lafted two ' 

months. The conquerors divided the fpoil,\vhic!i 
■was imtncnfc, and afterwards totaliy dcmoliflied^ 
the place. - . . • ' 

TaiiEe or four leagues from hence thcharbour< 
of Gombroon prelentcd ilfclf, fince called Bender 
Aballl. Nature feemed not to have defigned tliat 
it {liquid be inhabited. It is filuated at the Took 
of a ridge of mountains of an cxccffivc height;, 
the air you breathe feums to be on fire ; fatal va- 
pours arc continually exhaling from the bowels 
of the earth j the fields arc black and dry, as i£ 
they had been fcorched with fire. Notwithfiand- 
ing thefe inconvcnicncies, as Bender-AbalB had 
the advantage of being placed 'at the entrance 
of the Gulph, the Perfian monarch chofe to make 
it the center of the cxtenfive trade he intended to 
carry on with India. The EngliJh joined in. this 
projed. A perpetual exemption from all impofts> 
and a moiety ol the produfi of the cufloms, were 
granted them, on condition lliat they (hould main- 
tain, at lead, two men of war in the Gulph. This 
precaution was thought ncccflary to fruftratc the 
attempts of the Portuguefe, wKofe refentmentwas 
ftiil to be dreaded. 

pRoM’this lime Bcnder-AbaflTi, whicb^was be- 
fore a poor fifhing town, became a flourifliing city^ 

The Englilh carried thither fpices, pepper, and 
fugar, from the markets of the Eaft ; and* iron, 
lead, and cloths, from the ports of Europe. The 
profits arifing from thefe commodities were in* 
creafed by the very high freight paid them by the 
Armenians, who were ftUi in pofleffion ot the 
richeft branch of the Indian commerce. ' 

‘Tuuse merchants had, for a long time, been 
concerned in the' linen trade. They had never 
e.'il.. been 
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Kbccn fupplanted cither by the Portuguefe, who 
^were intent only on plunder, or by the Dutch, 
whofc attention was totally confined to the fpice 
trade. Ahey njight, ,iieveriliclcrs, be apprelicn- 
fi\e, that jhey fiiould nor be able to withfiandthc 
competition of a people wlio were equally rich, 
indullrious, a£livc, and frugal. The Armenians 
acted then as they have ever done fince : they went 
to India, where they bought cotton, which they 
fent to thefpinners; the cloths were manufaflurcd 
under their own infpcdion, and carried to Gom- 
broon, .from whence they were tianfportcd to 
Ifpahan.^ From thence they xycre conveyed into 
the different provinces of the empire, the -do- 
minions of the Grand Signior, and into^Europc, 
where the cuftom has prevailed of calling them 
Perfianj manufaflures, though thpy were never 
made but on the coall of Cpromandcl, Such is 
the influence of names upon opinions, that the 
yulgar error, which attributes toPerfia the ipanu* 
faflure of India, will, in a.fcrics of ages, perhaps, 
pafswith the learned in future times for an incon* 
tcfiiblc truth,' The infurmountable difficMllic? 
vnicli errors of this kind have occafioned in the 
hiltory of Pliny,^ and other ancient writers, fliould 
induce us to fet a high value on the labours of the 
literati of this age, miIio collcft the wprks of nature 
and^ot art, with a. view of tranfmuting them to 
poftenty. ^ , ", 

*’ ^ ^change for the merchandifc they carried 
the following articles, which 
fniif produce of their own fpil, or the 

fruits of their induary.. - . , 

the principal commodity; and 
was prepared and cxijoncd in gredt quantities., 
nf Ar wool, which nearly refembles that 

of the Vjeuna. It was.of, great ufe in the menu, 

* * ^ faQurc 
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fadure of hats, and of fome (luffs. It is a rc>B O O ic 
markable circumllancc in the goats which futyly 
it, that in the month of May the fleece falls olF of 
itfclf. i 

TuRoyoiSES, •which were more or Icfs valua- 
ble, according as they were procured from one 
or other of the three mines that produce them. 

They were formerly an article of the drefs of our 
ladies. 

Gold brocades, which fold at a higher price 
than any of thofe which arc the produce of the 
mod celebrated raaaufa£lures. Some of them 
were made to be worn on one, and others on both 
fides, 1 They were ufed for windoiv.curiains, 

(kreens, and magnificent fophas. 

Tapestry, which has fince been fo ■well imi- 
tated m Europe, and has for a long time been the 
rlched furniture of our rooms. 

Morocco leather, which, as other Ikins, Is 
brought to a degree of perfection that cannot be 
equalled any where clfe. 

Shagreen, goats hair, ' rofc-waier, medicinal 
roots, gums for colours, dates, borfes, arms, and 
many other articles, of which fome were fold in 
India, and others carried to Europe. 

Although the. Dutch bad contrived to get all 
the trade of the Ead Indies into their hands, they 
viewed the tranfaftions of Perfia with a jealous 
eye. They thought the privileges enjoyed by 
their rivals in the road of Ecnder«Abafll, might 
be compenfated by the’ advantage they had in 
having a greater quantity of (pices; and entered 
into a competition with them. 

The Enghlh, harafled in every mart by ^ pow- Decline ^ 
erful enemy rcfolutcly bent on their dcftruflion,|^®j^^®j' 

V ere obliged c\ cry where to give way. Their fate 
was haftened bv thofe civil 'and religious diffen- 

fions, 
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I o o K fions, which drowned’their country in blood, and 
cxtinguiflicd all ientiment and knowledge. India 
was totally forgotten, while more important in- 
tercfls were at flake ; and the company oppreflcd ■ 
and difeouraged, were reduced to nothing at the 
time that the death of Charles I. afforded fo in- 
Ilruftivc and dreadful a Icflbn. 

iGromwell, enraged at the favours the Dutch 
had fhewn to the unfortunate family of the Stuarts, 
and at the afylum they had afforded to the Eng- 
lifh who bad been profcribed ; and piqued 'that 
the republic of the- United Provinces fhould pre-^ 
tend to the dominion of the fca ; proud of his 
fuccefs, and fcnfiblc gf his own flrengtb, and of 
that of the nation under bis command, rcfolvcd 
at the fame timetoinfpire refped for his country, 
and to avenge himfclL He declared war agalnft 
the Dutch. ^ > 

Of all the maritime wars which have been rc-^ 
corded in hiftory, none were conduced with more ' 
knowledge, or were more famous for the fkiH of' 
the commanders, and the bravery of the Tailors; 
none have abounded with fo many obftinatc and 
bloody engagements. The Enghfli gained thc^ 
fupcriority, and owed it to the fizc of their fhips,- 
m which particular they lia\c fince been imitated 
by other European nations. 

Tkc Protcflor, whofe voice was law, did not 
exert hTmfelf as far as he might in favour of 
India.) He contented bimfelf with providing for 
the fecurity of the Englifh trade, procuring a dif- 
avowal of the nialfacrc at Amboj-na, and infifling 
upon an indcranificalion for the dependents of 
the unhappy viftims who perifhed in that dread- 
ful tranfa^ion. No mention was made in the* 
treaty, of the forts taken from the nation by the 
Dutch in the illand of Java, and in fctcral of 

the 
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the Moluccas. It was IHpulatcd^ indeed, that BO OH 
the illand of Pulcron fhould be returned ; but the . 
trees that furnifh the fplccs wcre'all rooted up 
before the ifland was relloied to it's former maf» 
tcri. As the foil however ftill remained, and 
that, in procefs of time, it ini^ht prove an ob- 
liaclc to the monopoly which Holland meant to 
eftabiilh, it was retaken in 1666; and the repub- 
lic could never be prevailed upon by the intrcatles^ 
of France to give u up. 

NoTW’iTltsrAKDiNG this neglcfl,as foon as 
company had obtained from the Proteclor a 
Hcwal of their privileges in 1657, and found iniLi, 
ihcmfel'csf firmly fupported by.the public autho- 
rity, they flicwed a fpirit of refolution which they 
had loll*' during their late misfortunes. Their 
courage increafed with their privileges. ^ , 

' Thr fuccefs they had met with in Europe, ac- 
companied them into Afia, Arabia, Perfia, In- 
dofian, the cafiern parts ot India, China ; and all 
the markets where the Englilh had formerly- 
traded, were opened to them. They wci'c even 
received with more franknefs and lefs difirull than 
they had cKpcricnccd formerly. *1 heir trade was- 
carried on with great a^ivity, and their profits 
were very confiderablc ; nothing was wanting to 
complete their fuccefs, but to gain admittance 
into Japan, which they attempted. But the Ja- 
panefe, being informed by the Dutch that the 
king of England had married a daughter of the 
king of Portugal, refufed to admit the Eoglifli 
into their ports. ' 

Nxixvv.i.T:u-s,T:4j^.a».v.oi OAs. dilajjjpiinimcnr... the 
company’s affairs were in a very llourilhing con- 
dition : they flattered thcinfclvcs with the plcafing 
hopes of giving a greater extent and fccurity to 
their trade, when thev found their career re- 
\ ’ tifdcd 
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BOOKtardcd by a rivallhipf which their own fuctef? 
. . created. ^ ^ 

Some tradcis, filled with the relation of the ad; 
tujieiaad vantages to be obtained in India, rcfolvcd to w- 
dertake voyages to that country. Charles H. 
Engiliii m who, though feated on the throne, was nothing 
India. more than a private man of voluptuous and dil; 
folute manners, gave them pcrmilHon for a valu- 
able confideration : while, on the other hand, he 
extorted large fums from the company, to enable 
him to perfccuicthofc who encroached upon their 
charter. A competition of this nature would un*i 
avoidably degenerate into piracy. The Enghfli, 
thus becoming enemies to each other, carried on 
their difputes with a fpirit of rancour and ani- 
mofity, which lowered them in the opinion of the 
people of Afia. ' ^ r r * 

The Dutch wilhed to take advantage of fo lin- 
gular a conjunaurc. Thefe republicans bad/foi; 
a long time been, abfoluic mafiers of the Ipdian 
trade. They bad feen with regret a part of it taken 
out of their hands, at the conclufion of the civil 
wars in England. They Iiopcd to recover it by. 
the fuperiority of’ their forces, when in 1664 the 
two nations entered into a war in all parts of the 
v/orld; but the hoftihtics did not continue long 
enough to anfwec tbefe fanguinc cxpeflations. As 
the peace prevented ilieni from having recourfe to 
open violence againft one another,, they refolved 
to attack the fovcrcigns of the couAtry to.obligO^ 
them to ihut their ports againft their rival. T he 
foolifh and, dcfpicablc behaviour of the Enghlh 
inercafed the infolcncc of the Dutch, who pro- 
ceeded fo fat as to dri\c them ignominioully from 
Bantam^in 1680. ^ _ 1 

So fenous and public an infuk roufed the fpirit 
of the Englifh company. The defire of rc-efia-* 
i ' bhftiing 
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blifliing their charaftcr, gratifying their revenge, B o O 
and maintaining their interefts, animated them to 
the moft fpirited exertions. They equipped a fleet 
o£ twenty-three drips, with eight thonfand regular 
troops on board. ' They were ref dy to fail, when 
their departure was podponed by the king's or- 
ders. Charles, whofe ncceffitics and licentioufnefs 
were unbounded, entertained hopes of receiving 
an immenfe futn to induce him to revoke this 
order. As he could not obtain it from his fub- 
jcfls, he was rcfolved to receive it from his ene- 
mies. He facrificed the honour and trade of his 
nation for 2,^50,000 livres *, which were paid him 
by the Dutch, who were intimidated by thefe great 
preparations. The intended expedition never took 
place. 

The company, exhaufled by the c.xpcnccs of an 
armament which had been rendered ufelefs by the 
venality of the court, fent their velTels to India 
without the neceflary funds to fopply the cargoes; 
but with orders to the faflors, if poflible, to take 
them upon credit. The faith they had hitherto 
obferved in their engagements 'procured them 
6,750,000 hvres f. Nothing can be more extra- 
ordinary than the method that was taken to pay 
them back. 

JosiAS Child, who from being a dirccior was 
become the tyrant of the Company, is faiii, un- 
known to his colleagues, to have fent orders to 
India, 10 invent forac pretence or other to de- 
fraud the lenders of their money. The execution 
of this iniquitous project was entrufled to his 
brother John Child, who was governor of Bom- 
bay. 'iVns ava-nentras, vtnVo’itvA, awd ?avage ttati 
immediately proceeded to make fevcral claims 
upon the governor of Surat, fomc more ridiculous 
’ • + aSi,«S3t 


than 
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B o o ktban others. Thefe demands being aufwcrcd is 
they deferved, Itc attacked all the velTcIs belong*^ 
^ ing to the fubjefts of the cro\Yn of Delhi, and 
finglcd out in particular the Diips from Surjt,’a» 
being the richert. lie paid no'rcgaidj to vc/Tcia- 
that failed with paflporis from that crown, and 
carried his infolcncc fo far as to feizc u fleet laden 
with provifion for the MoguFs. army. This 
terrible pillage, which lafted ihcwholc year id88, 
occafioned incredible Ioffes throughout all In- 
doflan. . • ’ ■ \ ' ’f 

Aurcnozcbe, who held the reins of tlic em- 
pire with a fteady hand, did not lofc a moment in 
revenging fo great an outrage. In the beginning 
of the year 1689, one of his lieutenants landed 
with twenty ihoufand men at Bombay, an ifland| 
of conrcqucncc on the coafl; of Malabar, which av 
princefs of Portugal had brought as her dowry to 
Charles II. and which that monarcli had ceded to 
the company in 1668. On the enemy's approach, 
the fort of Magazan was abandoned with fuch pre- 
cipitation, that money, provifions, fevcral chefts- 
of arms, and fourteen pieces of heavy cannon were 
left behind. The Indian general, encouraged by 
this firfl advantage, attacked the Englifit in thc^ 
field, routed them, and obliged them to retire into 
the piinclpal forircfs, which he inveflcd, where 
he hoped foon to make them furrender. ’ 

Chi I D, who was.as cowardly in time of dangcF 
as he had been daring in his piracies, immediately 
dilpatched deputies to the emperor’s court, to fuc’ 
lor pardon. After many inircaties, and much 
fubmifiion, the. Enghfli were admitted into the 
emperot’s prefence with tbeir hands tied, and their 
faces towards the ground. Aurengzebe, who was 
defirous^ of prcfcrving a conne£lion which .ho 
■ thought Would be ufctul to his fubjefts^ was not 
i i' ^ ' ' inflexible. 
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inflexible. Having delivered himfclf in the flilc B O o 
of an incenfed fovcrcign, who could, and ought, , 
perhaps, to revenge himfcif,'hc yielded fo their 
Intreaiics and fubmiflion. The removal of the 
author of the troubles, and an adequate compen- 
ration for fucb.of his fubjcfls as had been plun- 
dered, was alt the juflice cjca^lcd on this occaflon 
by the fupreme will of the moft dcfpotic monarch 
that ever cxifled. On thefe moderate terms, the 
Engliflj were permitted ftill to enjoy the privilegca 
they had obtained at diflerent tiiucs in the roads 
belonging to the Mogul. 

'I'iius ended this unhappy affair, which For fe- 
\cral )ears interrupted (he trade of the company, 
brought on an cxpcncc of between nine and ten 
miliions *, occafioned the lofs of live large vclTcIs, 
and a greater number of fmall ones ; dellroyed 
many thoufand excellent Tailors, and ended in the; 
ruin of the credit and honour of the nation; two 
particulars, the value of which is above every 
coniidcration, and for which the two Childs ought 
to have furfcltcd (lieir lives. 

Bv changing their maxims and their condu^V, 
the co!iipan> might have flattered themfehex with 
the prori/Ctt of being extricated from the abvfs 
imq vd.ich their own behaviour had plunged them. 

'Uicfc ho;>cs were foon datbed by a revolution 
which did not dire^ly concern them. James 11. 
a t)rannical and fanatic prince, but uns wlio un- 
derfleod u.aiilimc aflairs and commerce better 
than any of his coiemporaties, was depoPeJ. Tins 
event put all I'.uropc in arms. The confcqucncc. 
of ihcic blcndy quarrels arc well known. Perhaps, 
it is not a matter of luch uniTcrfal notoriety, tlur 
(he ncnch privatcets Itwkfour tivoufandiwuhun. 
disd KnghiU intr*.hantinctt» valued at flxhundvcd 

feventj. 
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B o o K^cvcnty•ll^c nulhons "“of livrcs*, and that the 
■L . greateft pan of the vcflcls returning from India 
* were included in this fatal lift. ^ 

These depredations were fuccccdcd by a com- 
mcraal arrangement, which muft naturally haften 
the ruin of the company.* The French refugees 
had earned the culture of Ha^. and hemp into Ire* 
land and Scotland. For the encouragement of 
this branch of induftry, it was thought proper to 
prohibit the wear of Indian linens, except muflins, 
and thofc which were ncceflary for the African 
trade. Was it poftiblc that a body already cx- 
Irauftcd fliould fuflam fo unforefeen, fo heavy a 
ftroke 

Thc peace which fhould have put an end to 
thefe misfortunes, filled up the mcafure of them. 
A general clamour was raifed in thc three king- 
doms againft the compan). Ft wai not their de- 
cline tliat raifed them enemies , it only encouraged 
thofe they had already. Tlicy had met with oppo- 
fition at their firft cftabhfhment h\cr fince thc 
year 1615, fcvcral politicians had declaimed againft 
the trade to thc Laft Indies, They aOerted, that 
It weakened the naval ftrength by deffrojing great 
numbers of men , and IcfTcncd thc Levant and 
Ruffian commerce, without affording an equiva- 
lent advantage. Thefe clamours, though con- 
tradiAed by judicious people, grew fo violent to- 
wards the year i6a8, that the company, feeing 
themfclvcs c’cpofcd to thc odium of thc nation, 
applied to government. They petitioned that thc 
nature of their commerce might be examined : 
that It might be prohibited, if it w ere contrary to 
flate, and if favourable to them, 
that 1“ might be authorifed bj a public declara- 
tion. Thcoppofition of thc nation, -which had lam 
lome time dormant, was renewed nith more fury 

than 
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than evcr,at the period wcarc (pcakingof. Thofeu o o Kj 
who were Icfs fevere m their fpcculaiions, con- 
fented to a trade with India , but maintamcd that 
It Ihould be laid open to the whole nation An 
exclufive charter waS} m their opinion, a manifell 
encroachment upon liberty. According to them, 
government was eftabliihed by the people with a 
view of advancing^thc general good, and it would 
be a crime ngainlt it to facnficc public to private 
mterehs, by tolerating odious monopolies They 
fupported this ufclul and incontcilablc principle, 
by appealing to a recent inllance. They urged, 
that, the rebellion, the private merchants 

who had got poff^lEon of the Aliatic feas, chrned 
double the quantity of national goods tliat were 
formerly brought, and were enabled to fell com- 
modities on their return at fo low a price as to fup- 
plant the Dutch in all European markets But 
thofc acute republicans, who were certain of their 
rum, if the Englilli Uiould continue any longer to 
condu^ their affairs on the principles of univcrfal 
liberty, bribed foinc perfons to prevail wiih Crom- 
well to form a fcpirate compan) 1 hefc fccrct. 
prafliccs wtre countenanced by theingbih mer- 
chants concerned in that trade, 'who hoped for 
greater advantages in future, when being the on- 
ly venders, they might iropofc what terms they 
plcafcd upon the confumers The protector, de- 
ceived by the artful mfinuations of both, renew- 
ed the charter, but for feven years only, that he 
might alter hi> conduS, if he found rcafon to 
think he had taken a wrong ftep. 

; I HIS flop did not appear improper to every one 
Several people were ot opinion, that ihc.tradc to 
India could not be earned on with advantage, 
v^itbout an cxclufiyc privilege , but tnan> of them, 

B aintamcd that the prefenc charter was infulncient, 

VoL 1 C c bteaufe 
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op K becaufc it had been granted to kings wlio had no 
grant it. They recited many afts of this , 
kind which were abrogated by parliament in thc^ 
reigns of Edward III. Henry IV, James I, and j 
^^'3r!c8 ll.Jndccdj obtained a’, 
verdict of this nature in the court of common 
pleas, but it was founded upon a^frivolous pre- 
tribunal had the confidence to de*', 
Clare, Toat tic prince had authority to prevent httU 
fubje£lt from holding commerce •with ififfde/st Ifjl fbe ^ 
purity of their fatth Jbould be contaminated, 

iHoucu the parties above-mentioned were 
aftuaied by private, and even oppofitc views, they 
all united in the plan of making the trade free, or 
aUeaft of procuring the rcvcrfalof the company's ; 
charter. The nation, in general, were on their 
fide : but tlic body that was attacked, defended 
nfclt by^it's pariifans, the mipiftry, and all ihcv 
dependents of the court, who made this a com- 
mon caufc. r Each party had rccourfe to hbclr, 
intrigue and corruption. Thefe contemiing paffi- ^ 
ons produced, one* of thofe florms, the violence-, 
of which can hardly befcit any where but inEng- , 
land. Ihc feverakfaftions, fcfls, and intcrefts 
maintained a furious combat j in which they all 
dift,„aion of rank, age, or fcx. f 
buch a fpirit of entbufiafm had never been raifcd » 
bythegreateft events... To keep up the zeal of. 
fnml company oflfered to lend larger 

'ihr.’ ° J condition ,of obtaining their charter, 

aoic to get It revoked. 

parIramciit,.befotp whom 

Sn trld= ,o tT’- to carry 

Thev cnrcrffH either fcparatcly or in concert, 
ihey enrered .nioan aabdatiem, aad formed al. 
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new company* The old one had permiffibn to B O O K 
continue, it’s vopges till the 1 expiration of their / ^ 

charter, which was verv near at band. Thus Eng^ 
land had two Eaft India companies at the fame.' 
lime authorifed. by’iparhamcntj'inftcad of one ‘ 
eftablifhed by royal authority. r \ 

Thcse two bodies fhewed os much zeal for the* 
deftruftion of'cach other, as they had fhewn for ' 
their rcfpcflivc eflabUfitment. They had both ' 
experienced the advantages of trade;- and viewed/ 
each other with all tlic jcaloufy and hatred, which' 
ambition and avarice never fail to infplre. ThclrJ 
dilTcntiona'foon broke out, with confiderablc \io- 
lence in Europe^ but chlcEy inlndb. ; At lad, thc'* 
two fodeties made advances towards a reconcilia* 
tion, and unitcdithelr funds in 1702. From this 
period the adairs of the company were carried on* 
with greater propriety, prudence, and dignity. 

The principles of commerce, -.which were every, 
day better underilood in England, bad a. good 
effe^ on their admlnidraiion,as far as the intereds 
of their monopoly could allow. They raade'hn- 
provementsin their former fcltlcmcnts, and form- ' 
cd new ones. TTicy endeavoured to indemnify 
thcmfelvcs for the profits they were deprived of 
by a ftrong conipcuiion, by procuring a^largcr' 
falc for their commodities. Their charter was' 
lefs violently attacked, ilnce it had received the 
fanfllon of the laws, and obtained the protc^ion’ 
of parliament. 

Thbir, profperity was interrupted by fame tran-' 
ficnt iniifonuncs. In lyoatbcEngHlh had formed 
a fcnlemcnt in the iHand of Pulocondor, which was. 
dependant on Cochin*Chma. Ilicir defign uas to 
take a fharc in the coiaincrce of this rich king- 
dom, which, till then, had been too much ne- 
gleScd. An Inftance of cxcsIEyc fc-tctuy luJ? 

, C c 3 - Slven 
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B.O o Kgiven difguft to,f.xt«n foldiers of MacalTar.-tvbo’ 
' — wcre.part of; the garrifon.. On the id of Marcb 
1705, they fecfirc in the night-to the houfcs'be-. 
longing to thefort,;and-inairacrhd the, European's! 
ns they.canie out to cxtinguilK. it. ' Thirty out 06 
forty-five loft their lives' in this manner; the rcfti 
were maffacrcd by the natives, who wh're exafpe- 
rated at the infoleiice of .thefe ftrangers'. By this- 
accident the .company loft.' the money their en-J 
them, together wilhtho'ftockofi 
tahlld*' ptofpcifts they had enter-i 

‘hcir.faaorieswcrcthreatcnedwithi 
other ftorins ; . which had been' collefled by the; 
turbulent fpirit. and avatihe of their aginfs.. lAi' 
more moderate fyftcm of pblitics madh thciiffo're-t 
go lome odious claims, and'tranquillity waVfo'oni' 
reltorcd. . It. was not lopg before objefts of more' 
\v. engaged. their. attention.' i', .1'' 

owJnth. ; and France; entered into a. war .inr 

Engiirtv , 5744* \lne.whoIc world became the "fccne ofthcir>. 

French India, as', well as in, other places,.', 

cachnaiion ruftaineditfs-'charaaef. .Thc'-Englilh,;' 

■"'‘‘•'’thc'.fpirit of 'coniincrcepi'atv 

'Paffioh' fof-bonqueft,:. 
[heir dv??" P""‘='pa' feldetnent bhlonging lOl’- 

mdin h a ' J a '"hich of theawo! 

wh ieh ‘‘•fg^ateftprudenee-. TIiat:' ■ 

funle'im '? n’a nwn aggrandize'oienr,. 

[hiLri “' Tl r®™')'! ''hk.the.olher, 
tied hi “r-. 
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arms on their own account. Before the end of this BOOK, 
war, the French were dmen out of the continent. 
and feas of Afia. At the concluiion of the peace 
in 1763, the Enghfii company found ihcmfelvcs 
in poflcllion of the power, m Arabia, m the Per- 
han Gulph, on the coafts of Malabar and Coro- 
mandel, and at Bengal 

All thefe countries difler from each other m 
tlic climates, the manners, the foil, the produc 
tions, the fpirit of induftry, and the mode of fell- 
ing and purchafing They ought to be accurate- 
I) and thoroughly hnown \Vc will give a ihort 
fkctch of them. 1 his defcnplioa will be found 
toha^c a particular connexion with the hiftor/ 
of a nation, which has obtained a remarkable 
influence in thofe countno, and derives from 
thence the greateft advantages 

Arabia is one of the larged peninfulas in theDefer^ 
Known world It is bounded on the fouth by the 
Indian Ocean, bythcGulph of Perfia on thcRSoiun 
call , and on the weft by the Red Sea, which re-«» 
paratesit from Africa on tbenorth, ahne drawn 
at the extremity of the two gulphs, probably naer of 
marked out it’s boundary m ancient tunes Irac- 
Arabi, the defertof Syria, andPalcftinc feem. at 
prefent to make a part of it. 

Ihb peninfula is divided, from north lo fouth, 
by a chain of mountains, lets barren, and more 
temperate than the reft of the country. Ihc ram 
falls upon moft of them for two or three months, 
at lead, m the year, but at difiercnt rcafons, ac- 
cording to their cvpofition. The waters that 
defeend from then! are loft among the fands m 
the valleys, or pouf down m torrents into the fca, 
in proportion to the Dope and diftanccs In one 
fcafon, the heat is fo violent, that no perfon tra- 
vel , and that even the Have* do not appear in 
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BOO Kthc .firccts, wUhout an urgent .ncccIHiy. Every 
kind oF labour ts.^hen fulpendcd iiuibc middle 
of the day. The grcatdl tparr ,of the lime i* 
pafled in llecpipg in fubterjranepus payerns, the 
air of which is renewed only by a tube. 

Th! s country is ufualiy divided into three parts j 
; Arabia Petrcca, Arabia Dcfrrt.i, and Arabia rdixj 
names which denote the nature of the foil jn each 
of there countries.. ^ 

Akabia PejaxA is the moft weftern, and the 
fmallcfl of the three. lie is for^ihc moll part up? 
cultivated, and almoH totally covered wjtb rocks. 
In Arabia DeferU, nothing is to .be feen but dry 
plains, heaps of fand, raifed and diffipated by the 
wind, and ftcep mountains never cihbclliflicd wi{l] 
jVerdure. Spnngs arc fo rarely foundj there, .that 
'the polTcillon of them is always. djfputcd with ihp 
fword. Arabia Felix owe? it’s fpcciou? appella- 
tion Icfs to it’s feitilityj than to it’s vicinity tq 
. the barren countries that furround it. Thefe dif- 
, ferent regions enjoy a Iky conlfantly. pure and fcr 
, xenc. ■ * . • i ; 

• All hiftorics agfcc that this country was peopled 
at.a. moft early period of antiquity^. It’s firft in- 
habitants came probably from Syria and Chaldea. 
It is not known at what period ibcy began to be 
civjliecd ; whether their knowledge was derivt^d 
from India, or syhethcr they apqutred it theni 7 
felyes., It appears- that their religion was Sabc- 
ifin, even before they were acquainted withi the 
. people of Upper Afia. They had, conceived fu- 
olinie ideas ocj the divinity at an early- period : 
they worflijpjjcd the liars as bodies animated by 
. ccicflial fpirics : their religion was neither cruel 
nor abfurd ; and though they were liable to thofe 
. lies of. enthufiafm. fo cpmrnon among- the 
ioulhern nations, they do, not feem to baye bcfn 
" ^ “ .tainted 


• IM THE Ei\ST ANO WEST INDIES. -591 

tainted with fanatkifm till the time of Moham-o o O K 
mcd. The inbabilaius of Arabia Deferta^pro* 
fefled a kfs rational kind of worihip. Many of 
them worHiipped^'and forne offered human faerj* 
dees to the fun> It is a 'truth that may be col- 
i Icfted from the ftudy of hiftory, and thejnfpec* 
lion of the globe, that the religious fy(lcms in 
‘ barren countries, fubjefl to inundations and vol. 
canoSj.bavc ever had a tinfturc ol crdclty, and 
have always been of a milder caff in countries 
‘ more favoured by nature. They take their cha- 
radcr from the climate where they arc formed. 

• Whbn Mohammed had cftablilhcd a new reli- 
gion in hU country,’ it was no difficult talk to in# 
Tufeafpirit of'2C3l into his followers; and this 
gical made them conquerors.’ They extended 
their dominion from the weftern feas to ihofc' of 
China, and from the Canaries no -the Molucca 
hlands. ‘Thcy«.alfo carricd'i along with them the 
ufeful arts which they improved. The Arabians 
did not equally fuccced in the line arts ; they 
Ibewcd, indeed, forne genius for them, but had 
not the leaff idea of that tafte with which nature 
lome time after iafpired the people who became 
their difciples.^ 

• PcRHAPs genius, which is the offspring of a 
creative imagination, flourifhes in hot countries, 
which abound, with a, variety of productions, 
grand fccncs, and furpnfing events that excite 
cnthufiafm;. while tafte, which^fclccts and reaps 
the produce of* the fields that genius has fown, 
feems rather to belong to people of a fedate, 

’ imld, and moderate difpofilion, who live under 
the inllucncc of a temperate Iky. i Perhaps too, 
this fame taffei which is ibc effeft of rcafon re- 
fined and matured by time, requires- a degree- of 
ffabiVity in the government, umicd with a^ccr^ain 
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BOOR freedom of* thinking, a’ gradual improvement of 
. knowledge, which, affording a . greater fcope to 
genius, enables it toi dtfeern morc’cxadly the re- 
lation one object has to another, and to combine 
with happier art thofe mixed fcnfaiions which give 
the blghcft entertainment to men of elegant 
' minds; ’ .^\ccordingIy, the- Arabians, who were 

alinoft conftanily lorced into regions difturbed 
with war and faiiaticifin, never enjoyed that 
temperature of government and climate which 
gives birth to taflc. But/ they introduced into 
the countries 'they > conquered, • fcicnccs which 
they bad pillaged, as it were, in the courfe of their 
ravages, and all the arts effential to the profpcriiy 
of nations. , .j ..u 

No nation at' that time underAood commerce 
fo well, or carried it to a greater extent, - They 
a'.tendcd to it even in* thc’ccurfc of'thcir*con- 
queRs. Their merchants, manufa^ures', and 
ffaplcs, extended from Spain to Tonq^uinj.and 
other people, at Icaft thofe in the weftern part, of 
the world, were indebted to them for arts and 
Icicnccs, and all articles conducive to the con-* 
ycniencc, the prcfcr\'ation,’ and.ihc'plcafurcs of 
life. I • . . ^ - 

Whex the power of the Caliphs began to de- 
cline, the Arabians, after the example ofifcvcral 
nations they had fubdued, threw off the yoke of 
thefe princes, and the country i,rc*affumcd by de- 
grees it’s ancient form of government,' as ‘well 
as u’s primitive manners.- At this tera; the. na- 
tion being, as formerly, divided into tribes, un- 
der thcconduftof diffcrcntchicfs, returned to their 
original charadler, from which fanaticlfmandam- 
Ditvon-had made tlicin depart.o j • ;i ' 
’Tub ftaturc of the Arabians is low, their bodies 
lean, and ihcir voice flpndcrj-.but^they. have ro- 

- bull 
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buft conftUutions, brown hair, a fwanhy com.B O o K 
plcxion, black fparkUng eyes, a witty, but fel- . ^ 

dom an agreeable, countenance. This contrafted 
mixture of features and qualities,’ which fccin in> 
compatible, appear to have been united in this 
race lof men, to .conftitutc a fingular nation, 
whofe figure and charafler partake., ftrongly of 
that of the Turks, Africans, and Perfians, by 
whom they arc furrounded. Grave and ferious, 
they confider tlieir long beards as marks of dig- 
nity; they fpcak little, ufc no gefiure, make no 
paufes, nor interrupt one > another In their con- 
verfation. They pique thcinfclves on obferving 
the Arificft probity towards each other, which is 
the effeS. of that fclfdovc, and that fpirit of pa* 
triotifm, which, united together, make any na- 
tion, clan, or fociety, eilecm and prefer themfelves 
to the reft of the world. ..‘The more carefully 
tkey preferve their phlegmatic character, fo much 
the more formidable isithcir refentment when 
once it, is raifed. Thefe people have abilities, 
and even a genius for the fciences ; yet they cul- 
tivate them but little, cither from want of aifift- 
ance, or bccaufc they have no occafioa for them; 
chufing rather, no doubt, to fuffer natural evils, 
than the inconvenience of labour.. The Ara- 
bians of our days, difplay no monument of gc- 
mius, no produdions of induftry, which intitle 
them to hold any rank in the biftory of the hu- 
man mind. 

Their ruling paflion is jcaloufy ; that torment 
of impetuous, weak, und Indolent minds. . It 
•ni/gb/v ’ja/jir.aU.') hft. 'v-hrab/m Oii-s. 

were owen to the high or contemptible opinion 
they entertained of thcmfcUcs? It is faid to be 
from the Arabians „ that federal nations of Afia, 

Africa, and even Europe Itfcif, ha>c borrowed 

thofe 
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BOOUihofc dcfpicable precautions this odious paflion 
prelcnbes againft a fc;f, which oughttobitbc 
guardian, not the flavc of our plcafurcs. As fooii 
as a daughter ts borii, they unite by a hind of 
future thofc parts which nature has feparated, 
leaving juft ipacc enough for the natural dif» 
charges. As the child grows, the parts by de- 
grees adhere fo clofcly, that -wlicn they become 
marriageable they arc obliged to be feparated by 
an incifionf Soinctimcs it is thought fufEcJcnt 
to make ufe of a ring. Ihc married, as well as 
the unmarried women, arc fubjefted to this out- 
rage on the virtue of the fes , with this difference 
only, that the ring worn by the young womeA 
cannot be taken off, whereas that of the married 
Women has a kind of padlock, of which the huf<» 
band keeps the key. This cuftom, which is 
known m’ aU parts bf Arabia, is almoft upiver* 
fally adopted m thatp?rt which bears the name 
of Tetrfea i 

Suck arc the manners of the nation in general, 
The different mode of living among the people 
who eompofe-it, mull neccflarily have introduced 
fonic pccuhantics of cliara^cr that arc worth ob* 
fervmg. i I i ^ 

The number of Arabians who inhabit the de- 
fert may amount to two millions, I They arc dif- 
tributcd into fcveral dans, fomc of which are 
more populous and confidcnblc than others, but 
all independent of each other. Iheir govern* 
mert is fimple an hereditary chicf^ affifted by 
a few pid men, determine^ all debates, and 
pumihes the offenders U he be hofpitablc, hu-. 
inane, and juff, they adore him, 'if haughty, 
prucl, and avaricious, they affaffnaie him, and 
appoint a fucceffor out of hisioun family. 


lllESZ 
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. These people encamp at^ajl fcdfcns of thr>car,B o o x. 
TKcy (cllkd ^bodc, and fix al different , ^ 

p 4 ccs where they <;an be fupplicd wuh water, 
iruits, and pafture, . Ihcy find an Infinite cliarm 
)n this wandering Ufe, and confider the fedeniary 
Arabs in the fight of fiavea, -They live upon the 
piillc and fleflt of their lurrds. Their clothes, 
fcnts,T cordage, 'and the carpets they deep uj^on, 
arc all piadc of the >vool of thejr fheep, and the 
hair of their goats and cameU^ This is 1 die cm,, 
ploymentof the women la cacU family*, and there 
Is not a finglc artiff in the whole defert. AVhat 
they confume in tobacco, coffee, rice, and dates, 
is purefiafed with the butter they carry to the 
Ironticri, and by the money anfing from the au- 
poal fale of more than twenty thoufand camels. 

Thefe ^nimals, fo pfcfyl in. (he caff, were former- 
ly carried tq Syria. Mgff of them are now Tent 
to Perfia, ihp perpetual wars there having occa- 
sioned an extraordinary demand for them, anddi* 
miniflicd their fpecies. 

These articles not being fuffictent to fupply 
the Arabs viih \yliat they want, they have con* 
drived to raife a contribution on the caravans, 
whirh fppcrftition leads to travel through tiicir 
fandy regions. The moll nnmcrousjof thefe, 
which goes froni Damafeus 10 Mecca, procure* 

^ fafe paffage by a tribute of a hundred purics, 
or a hundred and fifty thopfund livres*, to which 
the Grand Signior is fubjeSed, and which, by 
ancient agreement, is'dillnbuicd among ail the 
hqrds. The other caravans make fvmdaT terras 
wuh the herds, through whofc territories they 
arc obliged to pafi,. 

Indep£nde 5!T of tlws Tcfoufcc, thc Arabs m- 
Jiabiting thc tuoll northern part of thc defert, have 

- had 
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rccourfc to plunder.' Thefc people, fo hu 


mane, .faitijful,. and difintcrcflcdt towards ‘caeft* 
other, are favage and rapacious* in'' their tranfac- 
tions with foreigners. - While they preferve in’ 
their tents the charafler of beneficent ^and gene-’ 
rous hofls, they commit continual depredations' 
in the towns qnd villages of their neighbourhood.' 
They arc good faihcrs,'good hufbands, and good^ 
mafters j but all arc enemies who do not'bclong 
to their family. They frequently carry their in- ' 
curfions to agreat dtftancc; and'Syria, Mefopo- 
taniia, and Perfia, are cot uncommonly thcfccncs ‘ 
of their depredations. .. ' • 

. The Arabs, who devote thcmfclvcs to plunder,' 
form a fort of focicty with the camels, to 'carry 
on trade or war, where the man is to have all the 
profit, and the animal the principal fatiguev As 
thefc two beings i arc to, live together, they arc' 
brought up with a view to each other. The Arab 
trains his camel from iPs birth, to all the excr- " 
cifes and hardihips it is to undergo during the * 
whole courfe of it's' life. He accufloms it to 
labour hard, and to eat little. The animal is' 
early inurcd'to pafs it’s days without drinking, 
and It s njghts without fleep. He 'teaches it to 
draw up it’s legs under it’s belly, -while it fulTcrs - 
ibclt to be laden with burdens, that are infcnfibly 
mcrcafed as it’s Hrength is improved by ace, and 
y the habit of bearing fatigue. In this fingu- 
lar plan of. education, which princes fometimes 
aaopt Uic more eafily to tame their fubieas, in 
proportion as the labour of the animals is doubled, 
u^s lubfificncc IS diininilhcd; The Arabians qua- 


hfy the camels for expedition, by matches, 
I tne horfr nine u;._ ' » 


“SilnH him.' Uhe camel, 
g urfe. When the mafter and the camel 
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BOO kments of which they havtf been thcful^eSs of tri-*’ 

^ butaries, have produced very liule alteration in the'' 

^’’'''^^charafter they derive from climate or from habit- 
The Arabs fettled near the Indian and the Red’ 

' Sea, and thofc who inhabit Arabia Felix, were' 
formerly a’ mild people, fond of2 liberty, and con-' 

' * tent with a ftatc of independence, without dream*’ 

. conqueft*.-* They were loo much prejudiced^ ' 

in favour of* the beauty of their (ky, and^ofthc 

foil that fuppVied their wants 'almoll without cul* 

ture,' to be tempted to extend their dominion over * 
diffcrcntcountnes lying in another climate/ ‘ Mo-*’ 
hammed changed their ideas ; but they retain 
traces ' of < the iinprcffionsMic communicated 
them. ' They pafs their time in fmoking, taking- 
coffee, opium, and fticrbcit^or in burning exqui-' 
fuc pcrfumc8,'the fmoke of which they receive in ^ 
their clothes,^ vrbicb arc flightly fprinkledwith rofei ’ 
water»*“Thcfe gratifications are often preceded oi*^ 
followed by Tinging gallant,' or amorous verfes. ■’ 
Their compofitions,' both in point of expref**^ 
lion and fentimcni, have a degree of grace,' foft-, * 
nefs, and refinement,* far beyond any tiling we 
find amongfl any other pcdplcj-'aiicienl or mo-’ * 
dern. -The language they fpeak in this world to ‘ 
their miftrefTcs, fecins as if it were tlic fame 
that which they will fpeak to their bourls. in thc^ 
other. ' It is a kind of mufick fo moving and fo’ 
fine ; a murmur fa fofi, comparifons fo agreeable' 
and blooniing,’ that one would alinoR fay, their' 
poetry Was perfumed as their climate. The imi*' 
taiions of nature in the Arabian poems, arc of 
the latr.e kind as the expreflions of honour aroong^ 
our ancient knights. The’ latter is the qulntcf* 
fence of -virtue, the former of voluptuoufncfs/ 
They ate deferibed as exhaufted by the ardour of' 
their psffion, and of the climate, and having 
■ ’ ^ fcarcc 
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fcarcc the power to breathe- They give them- BOOK, 
felves up, without treferve, to this delicious lan» . 
guor, which, perhaps, they would not experience 
under any other flty. v - • ' i 

Blvors the Portuguefe had intercepted the na- General 
yigation of the lied Sea, the Arabs had more 
tivuy. They were the faftors of all thc^tradc thatatSiSof 
paffed ' through this channel., Aden, which is^«E“8- 
hiuatcd at the moft fouthern extremity of Arabia ucular?^* 
upon the 'Indian) ocean, was the llaplc of this 
trade. The fttuatlon of it*s harbour, which open-, 
cd an cafy communication with Egypt, Ethiopia,. ’ 
India, and Perfia, had rendered it, for many ages, , 
one of the moft flourifliing fa^ories in Afia. - 
Fifteen years after it liad repulfed the great Albu- 
querque,' who attempted to dcmohfli ic in 1513, ^ 

Is fubmiitcd to theTurUs, whq idld not long re-, v 
inam^maftcrs of it. The king ’of lYcmcn,' whoj . 
pofTeiled, the only diftriQ in Arabia that merits * 
the title of Happy, drove' them from thence, and' 
removed the trade to Mocha, a place in his do- 
minions, which till then was only a village. 

This trade was at hrft inconliderable ; confift- 
ing principally in m)rrh, incenre,^ aloes, balm oE 
Mecca, fome aromatics and medicinal drugs.* , 
Thcfe^articles, the exportation of which is conti- ; 
nually retarded, by exorbitant impoHs, and does 
nor exceed, at prcfciit feven'' or eight hundred ^ 
.ihoufand Uvres *, were at that time more iii re-' . 
putc than they have been fuicc j^buc muft have 
been always of little confcqucnce. Soon after 
a great change enfued from the mtroduftion of* 
colfcc. " > -> ' 4 

i Tua coffee-tree irortginally a naiiyc of Uppers 
Ethiopia, where it has been known lime imme- 
morial, and is^flill culmaicd wuh fuccefs. M. „ 

• X3patr*a atertxe 

* ^ i.agfcncc» 
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B o q'KXagrcnec.dc Mc2jcrcs,-bnc-of the nioft;inte]ligcnt'i 
agents. thattFraricc ever .had in .‘the Indla^fcrvicc,‘ 
had< fome-.ofj the. fruit ii\.-lus.p.ofiefIian, .and.,has' 
'often made ufe of. iti • -.He. found it tp..be larger,; 
>'.TatHcrMQngcr,rnot'/b.grccn,vand'^ almbft'fls fra- 
’ .grant as that which .was,, ficfl gathered in AraWa; 
L towards. the.'Clofc of thc'iifteenth.ccntury.' 

. ilT!.,is;'Common!ywbclicvcd,,,,thic a Mollach,; 
_^‘,;namcd.Chadcly,,,\vas.thc: fir/i among.-tfae, Arabs’ 
who madC‘ufcof coQee, to-rcircvc-himfeI£ from' 
a continual drowzincfsiwhich-hindcred.hhn frpntJ 
attending punctually toj.bis.noaurnal. devotions.^ 
•His dervifes did the fame; and.'tjicir example wasl 
-followcdiby.thcllawycrs.;. It was foon found ,qut,) 
'that this- li(juor. purified :thc :blood by a gentle 
■ agitation^ diilipatcd the crudUics of the;.ftoru3chi' 

' and VaifedithcUpints j, arid. it:was; adopted, even. 

, by thqfejwho: had no'occafibn to keep thcmfelvcs: 
^awake. iltipatfed.-frornTthe borders of thcJlcd, 

•Sea to Medina and Mecca, -and’-was .^introduced’ 
by..thc»J^iigrims into^ali. the Mohammedan .coun?' 


tries. . \ .f. v:,...'. •i,..* ' V 
• Tn ihcfc-.countfics, .where" there. is Icfs freedom 
of-manncrs'tban/iaour's,, whcrc;the jealoufy pf. 
the mcn,'and the clofc confincfnent oEthc wpmefl*'- 
maltc foclety Icfs liYcIy, it.was. thought proper, to' 
encourage' public colFcc-houfcs.r .Thofc in Perfiai 
jbon-became -infamous, .where .syoungt.Qcofgian. 
•women, -.drefledr like: courtezans,’ afled obfeenc . 
plays, and. prpfiUutcd th'cmfelvcs for hire., - iWhcn' 
thefe offenfive. irregularities 7\vcfc ',fupprcncd.-by' 
order of’ the court,-"thefe-houfcs became places of. 
•decent reforc for-the itulolent, and of relaxation. 

’ for men of'bufincfs* vTlic-politicians entertained 

'thcmfclves with ntnvs, the, poets recited their verfesf 
.and the Mollachs ' delivered .thein fcrJnons there, 
which were ufq'ally rewarded with fomc charitable 
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Affairs were not in the fame peaceable ftateB 
at Conftantinople. The coffee-houfes werc^^no 
fooncr opened than they were frequented to ex- 
cels.' People fpent their whole timc.in them. -The 
grand Mufti, exafperated to fee the Mofquci aban- 
doned, pronounced that the infulion of th’is^plant 
was included in that law of Mohammed, which 
forbad the ufe of rirong liquors. i Government, 
which_ frequently aids the fuperftuion of which it 
Ts fometiincs the dupe, gave immediate orders 
that the houfes which had given fuch offence to 
the prieffs, fhould be fliut up; and enjoined the 
officers f of police to put a ftop to the. ufe of this 
liquor in private families. Thc.ftrong inclination 
they had for it ftill prevailed over all ihcfe fcverc 
regulations? Codee^ continued to be drunk, and 
even the -places wh*ere it was to be had, fo'on 
‘grew more numerous than ever.' , . , ^ 

" Upon this occafion I Ihould be much inclined 
to fay to fovercigns: if )oa aredefirous that your 
laws ihould be obferved, take care that they never 
ihould be made fn oppofitioa to nature. 1 niou|d 
^ fay to priefts : let not your morality profenbe in- 
" nocent plcafurcs. You may both of you threaten 
and thunder as much as you will ; you may Ihcw 
■ us your dungeons open, or hell under our feet: 

/ but you will never ItiSe in me the defirc of being 
happy. I will be happy, is the firft article of a 
code, anterior to every fyftcm of Icgiffation or 
morality. ‘ - ■ < . 

In the middle of the Jaft century, KuproH, the 
^ Grand Vizier, went in difguife to the principal 
coffee-houfes in Conftanlinoplc. He there found 
a number of mal-contcnts, who, thinking the af- 
fairs of government were in reality the concern of 
every private perfon, fpoUc of them, with warmth, 
and arraigned with great bcldocfs the conduCl of 

VOL. I. D 'i 
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u o o K the gtncrals mJ mimftcrs He then Vifited the 
. , _^tavcriib, where wine was fold. Ihc) were full of 
plain people, chiefl) foidicrs, who, accuftomed ^o 
confidcr the intcrciU of the Oatt as thofc of the 
prince for wliom they entertimed a filcnt >cnc* 
ration, fang lucly fongs, talked of their amours, 
and warlike exploits Ihcfc lull focicties, winch 
arc attended with no incoincmcncics, he thought 
ought to be tolerated . but tlic firft he confidcred 
as dangerous under an abfolutc government. He 
had not fufiicientlyconfidercd this matter, to con* 
Vince himftU, that they were not more calculated 
to ratfe apprchcnfions than the others. L\cn in 
a defpoiic date, the people who arc opprefled 
mud be left at liberty to complain, for' it is a re- 
lict to them. 1 hat fort of difcontcnt which Cl a- 
poraics iiicU is not the one to be feared. Hebei* 


lions vifc Irom thatfpincof dilTatisfaftion, which, 
being concciled, u worked uj) by internal ter- 
mentation, and breaks out m the mod fpeedy and 
tcriiblc cdcfli Woe to thofc fovereigns, whofe 
opprelfions are continually mcrcafing, iili the mur- 
murs of the people ccalc 

Howi V £R this may be, the regulation which 
was confined to the capital of the empire, has not 
difcoungcd the ufe ot coffee, and Ins, perhaps, 
iiicrcdlcd the coiifumption of it It is publicly 
otlercd to fale m.aU the drccts and markets ready 
made, and is drunk in every fnnily at lead twice 
a da) In fome, it i& always ready, it being the 
cullom to olfcr it to all sifitors, and reckoned 
equally unpohtc not to offer it, or to refufe it 
At the 1 une time that coffee houfes were 
I mt in Condaotmople, they were opened in Lon- 
Uon Ihis novelty was introduced there in i6p. 

a mercliant of the name of Edward, on his re- 
turn from the Lciaiit I he Lnglilh grew fond of 
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U ; and it has fincc been introduced among all the D o o k: 
nations of Europe j but ihc cullom is purfued with . jj!’ 
more moderation, than in tbofe climates wherc^’"'''^"'^ 
religion prohibits the ufe of wine. 

Thc tree that produces the coffee grows in the 
territory of Bclclfagui, a town belonging to Ye- 
men, htuated upon a dry fand, at the didance of 
ten leagues from the lied Sea. It is cultivated m 
a diftrift fifty leagues long, and fifteen or twenty . 
broad : the fruit is not every where in equal per- 
fe^lion. Tiiat which grows upon the higher 
grounds, particularly at Ouden, is fmallcr, green- 
er, weighs licavicr, and is generally preferred. ’ 

It is computed that. Arabia contains twelve mil- 
lions of inhabitants, among thc grcatcfl part of 
whom coffee is a highly favourite liquor. None 
but thc rich citizens have thc plcafure of tafiing 
the berry itfclf. Thc common people arc obliged 
to content themfclves with the mell and the huik 
of this valuable produflion. * Tbefc remains, fo 
much defpifed, make- a liquor of a pretty cleat 
colour, which has thc laUc of coffee without it*s 
biticrncfs and ftrength. Thefe articles may be 
had at a low price at Bctclfagui, which is thc 
general market for them. Here hkcwilc is fold 
all thc coffee which comes out of the country by 
land. Thc refi carried to Rfocha, which js 
thirty.fivc leagues diftant, or to ihe nearer ports 
of Lobia or Hodcida, from whence it is tranfport- 
ed in fmall vcffels to Jodda. ThcEgypnans fetch 
it from the laft mentioned placc,< and all other na- 
tions from thc former. 

XvA.'i/injirJ/v') x'a.’psn'rtdi -Tini) 
inated from twelve to thirteen millions weighr. 

The European companies take off a million 
a halfj thc Perfians three millions and a hall j 
the feet from Suez fis millions and a half In- 
- . D d a dofian, 
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D o 0 K doftan, the Maldives, and the Arabian colomcJ 
on the coafl of Africa, fifty ihoufand j and ihs 
land caravans a million. ' 

As tile coficc which is bought up by the cara* 
vans and the Europeans, is the bell that can be 
procured, it cofis from fixtecn to fcvcntccn fols* 
a pound. The Perfians, who content ihcmfclves 
with that of an inferior quality, pay no more than 
twelve or thirteen foh ya pound. The Eg)ptian3 
purchafe it at the rate of fifteen or fixtecn J ; their 
cargoes being compofed partly of good and partly 
of bad coffee. If we eftimate coficc at fourteen 
fols § a pound,' which is the mean price, the pro- 
fits accruing to Arabia from it’s annual exportation 
will amount to eight or nine millions of livrcs If. 
Tim money does not go into their coffers; but it 
enables them to purchafe the commodities brought 
from the foreign markets to their ports of Todda 
and Mocha. 

Mucru receives from Abyflinla, -Ihccp, cle- 
plnuit’s teeth, mufic, and flaves. It Is fupplied 
from the eallcm coall of Africa with gold, flaves, 
amber, and ivory; from the Perfian Gulph with 
dates, tobacco, and corn ; from Surat with a vaff 
quantity of coarfe, and a few fine linens j from 
Bonibay and Pondicherry with iron, lead, copper, 
which arc carried thither from'Europe ; from Ma- 
labar with rice, ginger, pepper, Indian faffron, 
^/r ^t'd cardamom; from the 

Maldives vvuh gum benzoin, alocs-wood, and 
pepper, vhich ihcfc illands take in exchange; 
irom Coromandel, with four or five hundred bales 
ol cotton, chiefly blue. The greateft part of 
thelc commodities, which mSy fetch fix millionsf, 


• About 8d. It. 
g About 7d /I 
' ^ sjo.oool. 
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arc confumcd in the interior part of the country. B 
The reft, particularly the cottons, arc difpofed of 
in Abyftinia, Socotora, and the eaftern coaft of 
Africa. 

None of the branches of bufmefs which are 
managed at Mocha, as well as througliout all the 
counrryof Yemen, or even at Sanaa, the capita), 
arc in the hands of the natives. The extortions- 
with which they arc perpetually threatened by the 
government, deter them from interfering in them. 
All the warehoufes arc occupied by t))c jianians of 
Surat or Guzarat, wlio make a point of returning 
to their own country as foon ns they haye made 
their fortunes. They then refign their fcttlcmcnts 
to racrchams of their ov\n nation^ who retire in 
iheir turn, and arc fucceeded by others. 

Thsre is no country where the price of every 
thing is not kno\vn, except that of man. The 
moft civilized nations have not yet acquired that 
knowledge. Witnefs that multitude of capital 
puniflimcnts infliflcd in all parts for offences, 
even o£ a trivial kind. It is not probable that 
ihofc nations, which condemn to death a >oung 
.woman of eighteen years of age, who might be 
thc'inothcr of five or fix children, or a healthy 
and vigorous young man of thirty, for having 
ftolcn a little piece of filvcr, iljouJJ ha^efufH- 
cicntly meditated upon ihofc tables of the proba- 
bilities of human lire which they have fo learnedly 
calculated j fince they feem to be ignorant how 
many individuals arc facrificed by nature, before 
the life of one is prolonged to that period. Thu':, 
without being confeious ofdt, we repair a little 
injury done to fociety, by a greater. By the fe- 
vcriiy of the puniflunent, we drive the culprit on 
from theft to aflalTmation. What ! is the hand, 
then, that has burft open the lock of yourcoiTer?, 

or 
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B o O Kor that has even plunged a poniahl into the b^reaft 
, . a citizen, fit for uothhig but to be cut off? 
Bccaufe a dithoneft, or an indigent debtor, can-, 
not difeharge his debts, he is to be rendered, 
totally ufclcfs to focicty, and reduced to the im- 
poffibihty of being ever able to pay you, by being ' 
confined in a prifon? Would it not be better for. 
the public intciell, and for your's, that he ihould 
make feme ufc of his induftry and his talents, 
provided you be impowered by the aflion you 
have legally brought againft him, to follow him 
every where, and to feizc fuch a portion of his pro- 
fit, as fliajl be adjudged to you by fome wife regu- 
lation ? But he will quit the country ! Of what 
confequence is it to you, whether be be in Eng- 
land or in prifon? Will you not be equally a 
lofcr of )our money? If there were mutual corn- 
pads fettled between the nations, the delinquent 
would not find an afylum any where. If you 
enlarge your views a little, you will conceive that 
the debtor who efcapes from you by flight, can- 
not poffibly make his fortune in a foreign country, 
widiout paying a part of his debts, from the nc- 
cclTaries he is obliged to fupply himfclf with, and 
jrom the reciprocal' exchanges fubfifling between 
nations. It is with the wines of France that he 
wll intoxicate himfclf at London ; or with the 
lilKs of Lyons that his wife will be clothed at 
un LUbon. But thefe fpeculations arc too 
abltratt and patriotic for a cruel creditor, who, 
tormented with the fpirit of avarice and refent- 
mcnt, wou d_ rather keep his unfortunate debtor 
upon ftraw, and feed him there 
wtn brcacl and water, than rcftorc him to his 
, ^‘*^.*hcfe views ought not to have 
® of governments and of Icgifia- 
tors } and it is they who arc to be cenfured for all 

the 
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the. barbarous abfurduics fliii fubfifting uponEOOK 
this matter in our nations that pretend to be 
civilized. ^ * • t. 

The European companies, who enjoy the ex- 
clufivc privilege of, trading beyond the Cape or 
Good Hope, , formerly * maintained agents at 
I^Iocha. Notwiibftanding it. was ftipulatcd by a 
foremn capitulation, that the impofls demanded 
fliould be rated at two and a quarter per cent, 
they were fubjea to frequent e.xtortions : the go- 
vernor of the place infilling on their making him 
prefents, which enabled him to purchafe the ta- 
vour of the courtiers, or even of the prince him- , 
fclf. However the profits they obtained by the 
fale of European goods, paitlcularly cloths, made 
them fubmlt to tUefe repeated humihaiions. 
men thefc fevcral articles were furnilhed by 
Grand Cairo, it was then impoflible to wilhltand 
the competition, and the fixed fctilcmcnts were 
therefore given up. ' . « . v -t j 

Tut trade was carried on by fliips, that lulled, 
from Europe with iron, lead, copper,^ and filvcr, 
fufiicient to pay for the colfec tlicy intended to 
buy. The fupcrcargocs, who had the careoi tneic 
tranfaftions, fettled the accounts every lime they 
returned. Thcfc voyages, at firll rather nu- 
merous and advantageous, have been, fucceifivrly 

laid afidc. The plantations of coffee, made by 

the European nations in their colonics,^ 
equally Icifcncd the confumption and the price or 
that which comes from Arabia. In procefs ot 
time, thcfc vo)3gcs did not yield a fufficicnt pront 
to anfwcr the higlv ch.argcs of undertaking tlictu 
on purpofe. The companies of England and 
France then rcfolvcd, one of them lo.lcnd Ihps 
from 13ombay} and the ether from Pondicherry 
to Mocha, with the mcrcband.fc of Europe ami 
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BOpKinclia. They even frequently had rccourfc to a 
mcibod that was Icfs expendve. The Znghfh 
and French who trailic from one part of India to 
another, vifit the Red Sea every year. Though 
they difpofe of their mcrchandifc there to good 
advantage, they can never take in cargoes from 
thence for their return. They carry, fora mo- 
derate freight, the coffee belonging to the com- 
panies who lade the veffcls wjth it, which they 
difpaich from Malabar and Coromandel to Eu- 
ropc. The Dutch company, who prohibit their 
fervantsfrom fitting out fliips, and who fend no 
vcuels thcmfcives to the Gulph of Arabia, arc dc- 
pnved of the ftiare they might take in this branch 
of commerce. ,Thcy have alfo given up a much 
more lucrative branch, that of Jodda. ’ 

- JoJDa is a port fiiuatcd near the middle of the 
Uulph of Arabia, twenty leagues from Mecca. 
« IS a fafe harbour, but the accefs to it is dilHcult.* 
The purpofes of trade have brought nine or ten 
thoufand inhabitants there, who 'moft of thetm 
dwell m huts, and who are all condemned to 
breathe an infeaed air, and to drink brackifli 
.Jhc government is of a mixed kind: 
ttic of Mecca, and the Grand Signior, who 
keeps a feeble and ufclcfs garrifon there, lliarc 
‘■evenue of thecuftoms bc- 
^ecn them. Thefc imports are levied upon the* 
eight per cent, and upon 
in m thirteen. They are always paid 

managers oblige the 
ra^e ^ Th country to buytt a very dear 

aHm Turks, who have been driven from 
°f *= Yemen, 

if theri cupelled from Jodda, 

thpv veafon to apprehend that* 

y g revenge thcmfclvca in fuch a manner 
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as to put an end to their pilgrimages and com- D o o K. 
merer* . 

Surat fends three thips ocry year to Jodda, 
v.hich arc laden ^^ilh linens of all colours, liiauls, 
cotton and ftlk iluiTs} frequciulv ornamented witlt 
gold and filter Hovsers. The laic of thefe goods 
produces nine or ten inililons of Htres *. Bengal 
difpatchcs two, and more frequently three, /hips' 
for the famcdcftlnation; and their cargoes, which 
belong to the KngiUh, may be one third Icfs in 
value than thofe of Surat. They confill of rice, 
ginger, fafTron, fugar, a -few fdks, and a con- 
fiderablc quantity of linens, whicli are fur the 
mod part ordinary. Thefe vclTcls, wliicli may 
enter the Red Sea from the beginning of Decem- 
ber till the end of May, find the fleet of Suez at 
Jodda. 

This city, whicIi is fuppofed to be built upon', 
the ruins of the ancient Arltnoe, Is fliuatcd at the 
extremity of the Red Sea, and at the diflance only 
of two or three days jounicy from Grand Cairo.’ 

It’s inhabitants arc partly Egyptians and partly 
Arabs. They arc fo little fond of living in tlie 
place, which is unwbolcfomc, and unprovided 
with drinkable water, that thofe among them 
who enjoy an cafy fortune, or can meet with em- 
ployment any where clfc, arc never there but at 
the times of the fctiing out and return of the 
ftiips, both which events arc regulated by pe- 
riodical and invariable winds, 'iwenty veifeis, 
rcfembling in fhape thofe of the Dutch, but ill 
built, badly fitted out, and Improperly command- 
ed, arc dilpatched every year to Jodda. Their 
ca^o confifts ch'iclly of provifions, but with this 
d'.ficrcnce, that the five belonging to the Grand 
Signior deliver their’s gratuitoufly at Medina and^ 

-♦ Fro*a 3e;,cccl. 10 4>6,SSS| ij,. 


Mecca, 
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I o 0 kMccw, \\lulc tlic others commonly fell their car- 
HI. goes at a very advantageous price. They carry 
^olfo Venetian glafs, cor.il and yellow amber, of 
which the Indians make necklaces and bracelets. • 
In exchange for ihcir provifions, their mer- 
chandife, and cfpccially their gold, they receive 
fix or feven millions weight ol coffee ; and in 
linens, (luffs and fpices, to the yaluc of feven or 
eight millions of livrcs •. Such is the ignorance 
' and laaincfs of ihcfc navigators, that the. whole of 

ihcfe rich articles never reaches the place of their 
' dcfiiriation. A confiderablc part of them is ha- 
bitually fv?allowed up by the waves, notwith- 
ftandlng the care that is taken always to caff an- 
chor a: the beginning of the night. / 

The trade of the Ucd Sea would become more 
estcnfiic, and Icfs expofed to rifks, if a revolu- 
tion which it has (lately experienced fliould be at- 
tended with the confequcnccs that/eem to beex- 
pefted from it. .. 

By a treaty concluded on the 7th March I775» 
between the firll of the Beys, and Mr. Haftings 
iheBritifh Governor of Bengal, iheEnglifli, fet- 
tled in .India, arc allowed to introduce and cir- 
culate, in the interior part of Egypt, all the mer- 
cliandife they choofc, on paying, fix and a half 
per cent, for ihofc goods that come from the 
Ganges and Madras, and eight per cent.-forjbgfe 
which have been laden at Bombay and, Surat. 
This convention has alieady been carried into 
execution, and the fuccefs has anfwcred beyond 
expectation. If the Ottoman Court and the Arabs 
do not interrupt this new communication ; if the 
port of Suez, now almofi choaked up with the 
fands, were repaired; if the feditions which are 
inceffantly didurbing the banks of the Nile, could 

* from 491,66a. X 3 s. 4 d to 5J3.333I. 6i. Sd » 

at 
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at length be put a (lop to ;*wc might, perhaps, book 
fee the intcrcourfc between Europe and Afia , 
carried on wholly, or in part, through the ancient '' ^ 
channel. . * 

The mcrchandifc brought from Surat and Ben-' 
gal, which the Egyptian fleet docs not take off, 
is partly conl’umcd in the country, and bought in 
great quantities by the caravans, which go every 
year to Mecca. 

The Arabs had ever entertained an afFe^ion 
for this city. They fuppofed it to have been the 
refidence of Abraham, and they flocked from all 
parts to a temple, of which they believed he was 
the founder.. Mohammed, who was a man of too 
much underftand'.ng to attempt to abpHfh a de- 
votion fo generally eflabliflied, contented hiinfclf 
with rectifying the objcfl of it. He baniflied the 
idols from thisi revered place, and dedicated it to. 
the unity of God. Mohammed was not the mef- 
fengcr of heaven ; but he was an acute politician, 
and a great conqueror. To promote the concourfc 
of ftrangers to a city which he intended to make 
the capital of his empire, he commanded that all 
who embraced his law ihould once in their lives, 
undertake a pilgrimage thither, on pain of dying 
reprobates.- This precept was accompanied with 
another, which makes it evident, that he was not 
guided by fupcrilition alone. He- ordered that 
every pilgrim, of whatever country he was, fliould 
purchafe five pieces of cotton, and get them con- 
fccrated, and made into handkerchiefs forhimfcif, 
and for all the perfons belonging to his family who 
might be- prevented by reafonable impcdiuicnts 
from undertaking this holy expedition. 

This policy might naturally be cxpeQcd to 
make Arabia the center ofaprodigious trade, when 
the number of pilgrims (hould amount to fcveral 

millions, 
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BOOK millions. This acal is fo much abated,' cfpccially 
. . on the coafl of Africa, in IndoRan and Pcrfia, in 

proportion to the rcfpc£iivc diftanccs of ihofe 
places from Mecca, that the number is reduced 
to a hundred and fifty ihoufand ; the majority of 
whom arc Turks. They carry away with ibcni 
feven hundred and fifty thoufand pieces of linen j 
each ten ells in length, cxclufive of thofc which 
many of them buy for fale. They arc encouraged 
in thefe mercantile fehemes by the advantages 
they hayc in croITing^ihcdefcrM, and in not being 
expofed to thofc oppreffive tolls which are fo'de- 
flru&ivc in the fea-ports of Suez and Baflbra. 
The money received from thefe pilgrims and from 
the fleet, as well as that which the Arabs j;cC 
from the fale of their colTcc, is expended in India. 
The veflcls from Surat, Malabar, Coromandel, 
and Bengal, annually carry away to the amount 
of fourteen or fifteen millions of iivres*, and 
about the eighth part of this fum in mcrchandife. 
When thefe riches arc divided among the trading 
nations of Europe, the Englifli contrive to appro- 
priate to ihemfclvea,the moft confiderablc {hare 
of them. They have acquired the fame fuperio- 
rity in Perfia. , j 

Toiuti- TuEEnglilh nation had fcarce been admitted 
into the empire of the Sophis, when,, as we have 
«rieM-obfcrvcd,.thcDutch reforted there in'gicat num- 
jn^the bers. ' Thc trade of thefe republicans was at firfl: 
iph? edablifhed on a very difadvantageous footing} but 
being, by thc civil wars of. England, foon deli- 
vered from a rival, whofe various privileges were 
not to be overbalanced even by the greateft 
ceconomy, they were in a (hort time without com- 
petitors, and confequcnily acquired an authority 
to fet what price they thought proper on the coin- 

» From 583,3331. 63, Sd: to 613, coal. . . • ^ 

modities 
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BOOK tents, after the manner of the Tartars. They are 

. , of low ftaiure, and ill made; but are ftronjj, to- 

bud, Ikillcd'in theufeof the bow, and in horfe- 
manlhlp, and inured to fatigue. Their' manner 
of fighting i:>rtngular; achofcn'band of foldicrs, 
divided into two* parties, fall upon the cneiny 

without any order,* only endeavouring to open the 

way for the army that follows them. As foon as 
the battle is begun, they fall back upon the 
flanks and towards the rear-guard, where liioc 
bufinefs is to prevent'any perfon from givirig way. 
If any foldicr attempts to fly, they’ attack him 
with their rabrcs,and compel* him to return to his 
pod. * ' ’ . 

About* (he beginning of this century, this 
fierce people left their. mountains, invaded Perfia, 
carried dcvadatlon every where, and at length 
fubdued it, after- a bloody conted of twenty 
years. Fanaiicifm dill perpetuates,* and perhaps 
even expiates, the memory of the' horrid outrages 
which they committed in the courfe of their con- 
qued. For fuch is the nature of religious en* 
tbufiafm, that it fanflifies the* crime it infpircs, 
and that this crime -expiates the others we have 
lacen guilty of. The fanatic fays to God, It is 
true, O Lord! that I have adminidered poifon } 
that I have murdered, and that I have robbed j 
but thou wilt pardon me,'-for with my own hands 
I ha^c exterminated fifty of thine enemies, fn- ' 
-flamed with zeal forthcfupcrditions of the Turks, 
and with implacable hatred agamd the fe£t of 
All, the Afghans maflacrc thoufands of Perfians 
in cold blood. In the mean time, the provinces 
they had not entered, were ravaged by the Ruf- 
fians, Turks, andTartars. Thamas Kouh Khan 
drove thefe robbers out of this country, but 
fliewed hiinfclf dill more barbarous ' than-*they 
/ were. 
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B o o 1C. This change has not been cficftcd without dif- 
' ficuUy. At firft, the people of the country woulU 
^not permit the traders to come out of the river. 
Ihcy forefaw, that if thefe foreigners were per- 
mitted to fettle m the city, they would not be to 
much under their dircdion, and might lay up m 
their magazines fuch of their commodities as they 
could not feU during one monfoon, with a vicW 
of difpofing of them with greater advantage at an- 
other time, io this ma\nn, which was the rcfult 
of an ill judged avarice, were added others annng 
from fuperftitious notions. It was deemed a vio- 
lation ot the rcfpcfl due to religion to permit inn- 
dels to inhabit a city, confccrated by the blood or 
fo many martyrs and faints of the Mohammedan 
pcrfuafion , a prejudice that Teemed to have fomc 
weight with the government , but thefe fcruplcs 
were filcnced. Vccuniary confidcrations were of- 
fered by the European nations, and they were al- 
lowed to cftablilh faftories, and even to dilpla/ 


their rcrpcflivc flags upon them. 

Preftnt Ueyolutions arc fo frequent in Afia, tha^ 
t«de°« cannot poflibly be earned on in the fame 

thePerfiaa continued track as it is m Europe. Thefe events, 

Guiph and joined to tbc hide communication between the 

^cEngiflidifferent Hates, either by land or by Tea, mule 
inpamcu-naiurally occafion great variations m the quantity 
and Y'tluc of commodities. Baflbra, on account 
of It’s great diHance from the center of trade, is 
/noreexpofed to this inconvenience than any other 
place. However, upon an average, we need not 
be under an apprehenfion of departing much 
from the (Iri^cH truth, when we venture to eut- 
mate the merchandife annually brought there by 
,way cf the Gulph, at twelve millions *. Of dns 
the Enghfti furmfli four millions f, the Dutch 
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two, 
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taro*, the French, the Moors, the Indians, thcB 
Armenians and Arabs furnifii the remainder. 

The cargoes of thefe nations conhfl; of rice, 
vfugar, plain, ‘rtriped and flo\\ered muflins from, 
Bengal, fpices from Ceylon and the Molucca 
illands ; coarfc, white, and blue cottons from Co* 
romandcl j cardamom, pepper, fandcrs*wood, from 
Malabar ; gold and fUver (lufls, turbans, fhawls, 
indigo, from Surat; pearls from Baharen, and 
coffee from Mocha ; iron, lead, and woollen cloth 
from Europe. Other articles of lefs confequcncc 
arc imported from different places. Some or thefe 
commodities, arc fhipped on board finall Arabian 
'cflels, but the greater part is brought by Euro- 
pean ftiips, which ha\c the advantage of a conft- 
dcrablc Ireight. 

This merchandifeis fold for ready money; and 
, palTes through the hands of the Greeks, Jews, and 
Armentansi The Banians are employed m chang- 
ing the coin current at BalTora, for that which is 
of higher value in India. 

Tub difTcrent commodities coHcflcd at Bafibra 
arc dillnbulcd into three channels. One half of 
them goes to Perfia, where they arc conveyed b/ 
the caravans ; there being no navigpble nver in 
the whole empire. The chief confumption is in 
the northern provinces, which have not been fo. 
much ravaged as thofe in the fouth. Both of them, 
formerly made their payments in precious ftones, 
vibich were become common by the plunder of 
India. They had afterwards recourfe to copper 
ntenfils, which had been exceedingly multiplied 
from the great abundance of copper mines. At 
Jail they gave gold and filvcr in exchange, which 
had been concealed during a long feene of ty- 
ranny, and arc continually digged out of the 
* 6 ». S4. 

• Z c 


VoL. I. 


‘•v bowels 



4 1 8* HISroUY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE 

Ji'-O-Q KboWels of i!ie earth. If lime be not allowed for 
tlie trees that produce gum, and have been cut to 
out frefli ihoots ; if no attention be paid to 

• multiply the breed of goats which afford fuch fine ’> 

wool ; and if the filks, \vhlch are hardly fufiicient 
to fupply the few manufactures remaining in Per- 
fia, continue to bc/c.irce ; in a word, if this cm- . 
pirc does not rife again from it’s afhes, the m'mes^ 
will be exhaufied, and this'.fourcc of commerce 
inuft be given up. ^ 

■ The fccond channel is a more fare one, by 
the way of Bagdad, Aleppo, and • other . inter- . 
mediate towns, whofe merchants come to buy their 
goods at Baflbra. CofTec* linen, fpiccs, and other 
mcrchandifc'that pafs this way, are t^cen in ex- 
change for gold, French wooHcn'Clotbs, galls? 
and orplment, which is an ingredient in colours, 
and much ufed by the cailern people to extirpate 
their hair. - * ' * * 

^•Another, much lcfj>- confidcrable channel is that 
of Arabia Deferta. The Arabs, bordering upon 
Baflbra, repair annually to Aleppo in the* fpring, 
to fell camels. . It is ufual to give them credit 
for mulllns, which they buy very cheap,' to the 
amount of fix hundrr<j thqufand livrcs *. They 
return, in the autumn, bringing woollen-cloths, 
coral, hard-ware, and fome glafs i and mirrors 
from Venice. The Arabian ^aravans arc. never 
molcllcd in their journey ; nor are foreigners in 
any danger, if they take ca»c to carr)' along with 
them a perfon belonging to each of tlie tribes they 
mayi happen to meet with. This road through 

the defect would be univcrfally preferred to that 

of Bagdad, on account of fafety, expedition, and 
the advantages of fale, if the Pacha of the pro- 
vince, who has-cfiablilhed tolls in different parts 
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of lus territory, did not ufe every poffiblc prccau-B O O IC 
lion to iiindcr this communication. It is only by . 
eluding tJie vigilance of his deputies, that one can •’ 

prevail upon the Arabs to carry with them foni,e 
goods, which will not take up much room. ’ 

B1.SIDC thefe exportations, there is rather a 
conliderablc confumption, cfpccially of coifee, at 
BaiTora, and the territories belonging to It. Thefe 
articles arc paid for in dates, pearls, rofc-waicr, 
dried fruits, and grain, when that Is allowed to bp 
difpofed of to foreigners. 

Tins trade would be more extenfive, if it were 
freed from the (hackles that confine it. ’ But the 
aflivity that might be expcQed from the natives 
of the country is continually damped by the op-^ 
prellions they labour under, erpeciaily at a difiance 
from the center of the empire. The foreigners 
arc no lefs opprefied by governors, who derive 
from their extortions the advantage of maintain- 
ing themfclvcs in their office, and frequently of 
lecuring their lives. Were it poffiblc in fomc 
incafurc to ^afiuagc this thirft of gold, It would 
loon be renewed by the rWalfliip or the European 
nations, whofe foie aim is (o fupplant one another, 
and who, to fucceed In this dcfign, fcruple not to 
employ the moft execrable expedients. Aftriking 
infiancc of this odious (pirit of jealoufy happened 
in 1748. 

B.\ROsf Knythauscn managed the Dutch fac- 
tory at Bafibra with extraordinary fuccefs. The 
Englilh found themfclvcs in imminent danger of 
lofing the fuperiority they had acquired at this 
place, as well as in mod of the fca.tjoris in India, 
i he dread of an event which inuft wound at the 
fame time their intcrefis and their vanity, betray- 
ed them into iojunicc. They excited the Turkifli 
gov eminent to fupprefs a branch, of trade that 
E e a ' was 



420 


HISTORY or SLTTlXMENTS.^Ciy TRADE 


BOO itwas ufcful to U, and procured an order for thc^ 
^in. confifcaiion of the mcrchandife and pofleflions ot 
their rivals. ^ 

The Dutch fa£lor,rtho under the charaftcrofa 
merchant concealed the ftaicfinan, inllantly took 
a rcfolution worthy of a man of genius. He re- 
tired with his dependents and the broken remains 
of his fortune to Karck, a fmall ifland, at the difj^^ 
tance of fifty leagues frotn^thc raouthvof'thc 
river ; where he fonified himfclf in fuch a man- 
ner, that by intercepting the Arabian and Indian 
'vclfels, bound for the city, he compelled the go- 
Tcrnrnent *ta indemnify imn for the lolTcs he had 
fuftained by it’s behaviour. The fame of hjs in- 
tegrity and abilities drew to his ifland the priva- 
teers of the neighbouring ports, the merchants, 
even of Baflbra, and the Europeans who traded 
there. The' profperity of this new colony vva* 
daily incrcafing, when It was forfaken it's^ 
founder. The fuccelTor of this able man. did not 
difplay the fame talents. Towards the end of the 
year 1765 he fufTcred himfclf to be difpoffclfcd 
of his ifland by the Arabian Corfair Minnahana. 
TTic Company loft an important poft, and more 
than two nulUons *, in* artillery, provifions, and 
mcrchandife. • » . ^ - 

* Bv this e\cnt, Baflbra was freed from a rival- 
(hip that was prejudicial to it^s interefts ; but ad 
unforefeen, and much more formidable one, has 
fuccecdcd in it’s room, which is that of Mafeaw. 
•The Perfiaii gnlph is bordered on the weft by 
tlic caftern coaft of Arabia. The inhabitants of 
this region have nothing forfubliftcnccbuta few 
dates, and the produce of a plentiful fiflicry ob- 
tained with cafe. Even the fmall quantity of 
cattle that can be railed there, is fed only upon 
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fifll. 



IN THE EAST ANTJ WEST INDIES. • 4;i 

filb. Every liltle diftrift has a /beik of it*s own, BOOK 
who is obliged to provide for the wants of his ^ 
family by his labour or hisinduHry. On the firft 
fignaj of the Icaft danger, thefe people fly for re. 
fugc into the neighbouring iflands, from whence 
they do not return to the continent 'till the enc- 
tny is withdrawn. There is no place in the 
country that was ever worth preferving, e^ccept 
Mafcatc. The great Albuquerque made himfelf 
mafler of this cuy in 1507,' and ruined it's trade, 
which he intended to transfer entirely to Ormus. 

^Vhen thcPorlugucfc had loft this fmall kingdom, 
they were dcfirous of bringing the trade back to 
.this place. Their cndeaiours proved inefleflual; 
and the navigators bent their courfc toGombroon, 

.'fhey dreaded the infoicnee of the old tyrants of 
India; and were unwilling to rely upon their fide, 
hty. No vcflcls catered the harbour except thofc 
brought in by the Portuguele thenifclves. It 
ceafed to be frequented by the fliips of every na.v 
tion, after thefe imperious mafters were driven 
from it in 1648. Their pride prevailing over 
their views of intcrcft, made them no longer de- 
flrous of going there : and they bad ftill a fuffl. 
cient degree ot influence to prevent any fliips from 
entering the harbour, or going out of it. 

^ Thc decline of their power tempted the inha. 
bitanis of Mafeate to the fame a£ls of piracy 
which they ihcmfchcs had fo long been expofed • 
to. ^ They made defeents upon the coafts of their 
ancient opprcflbrs; and the fuccefs they met with 
encouraged tlrcm to attack the fmall Mborilb 
and European vcflcls. that frequented the Pcrfiaii 
Gulph. But they were fo fcvcrcly chalUfed for 
their plunders by fcveral nations, and crpccially 
by the Enghfl), that they were obliged 10 defift. 

Vrom that period, the city fank wto a flatc of cb- 
* . feurity, 
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^ which was prolonged for a confidenblc 

by intcHinc broils, and foreign invafions 
At length, the government alfuming a more re- 
gular form at Mafeate, and in tlie whole country 
under the jurifdiftion of it's Iman, it^s commerce 
began to revue about the year 1749 

of confumption in the country 
itfclfare nee, blue linens, iron, lead, fugar, and 
fomc fpices , the returns for which are made in 
myrrh, incenfc, gum arable,^ and a finall quan- 
tity of filvcr Ihis trade, liowevcr, would not 
be confiderablc enough to invite fhips to this 
place, if Mafeate, which is fituatcd pretty near 
of the Perfian Sea, were not an ex- 
cellent mart for the jnnermofl part of the Gulph 
All trading nations begin to give it the preference 
to BafTora, becaufe it makes their voyage Ihorter 
by three months , they arc free from any Lind of 
extortion , and impofts arc lowered to one and a 
half per cent The mcrchandife, indeed, is af- 
terwards to be earned to Baffbra, where it pays 
a tax of three per cent , but the Arabi fad with 
o ittlc expcncc, and have fo many methods of 
eluding thc tolls, that they will always find their 
account in difpofing of their goods- at Mafeate 
Befidc this, the dates, which arc produced at Baf 
fora m greater plenty and perfea.on than any ocher 
large ^e^^cIs 

that fail flowly nrc comeyed with the utmoft ex- 
pedition in light barks to Malabar and the Red 

't 3 particular rcafon which %ullal- 

wa>s induce the Lnglifh, who trade for them- 
J^Jalcatc i hey arc there 
ohlifri^/i ^ P'^'’ which they arc 

nlacp<5 ^ P^y Baflbra, as well as at all other 
places where their company have made fcitlc- 


The 
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/ The company have never attempted to cfta!?lifh 
theinfclvcs on the ifland of Baharen; which we 
arcatalofs to account for. This ifland, which 
lies in the Perfian gulph, has often changed \t*s 
mailers. It fell with Orimis, undej the dominion 
of the Portuguefe, and was governed by the fame 
laws, Thefe conquerors were afterwards deprived 
of it, and it has fince undergone a variety of 
revolutions. Thamas Kouli Khan reflored ic~to 
Perfia, to which it had belonged. Thijvhaughty 
ufurper at that time conceived the phn of form- 
ing a moll immenfe empire. • He wilhed to ex- 
tend it over two Teas, Ibme coahs of which he 
already pofielTed : but flnding that hts fubjeflLs 
oppofed his dcGgn inflead of favouring he had 
rccourfc to one of tbofe arbitrary acls wliich ty- 
rants make no fcruple of cxcrcifing, and tranf- 
ported his fubjedks in the Perfian GulpH, to the 
Cafpian Sea, and thofc in 'the Cafpian S^a to the 
.Perfian Gulph, This double tranfmigration ap- 
peared to him calculated to break the connections 
which both thefe people had formed with his ene- 
mies, and of fccuring their fidelity, if he could 
not engage their attachment. His death put a 
period to his vail defigns ; and the confufion into 
which hts empire was thrown, afforded a fair op- 
portunity to an ambitious ami enterprifing Arab, 
of taking pofTcfiion of Baharen, where he ftill 
maintains his authority. , ■■ 

This ifland, famous for it*s pearl filhery* even 
at the time when pearls were found at Ornius, 
Karek, Kclhy, and other places in the Gulph, is 
now become of much greater confcqucnce, fincc 
the other banks have been exUaufted, while this 
has fuffered no fcnfiblc diminution. . lhe_fifliery 
. begins in April, and ends in October. , It is con- 
fined to a trail of four or five leagues. The 

Arabs, 
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BOOKArabt, who alone follow this cmplojtncnt, pai* 
^ nights upon the ifland or the coaft* unkft 

^"''“^they arc presented by the wind from;;oing cn 
ihorc. They formerly paid a toll, which \va$ re- 
ceived by the galllou on that flatioin Since the 
hlV alteration, none but .the inhabitani& of this 
ifland pay ihi» acknowledgment to their Sheik, 
who is not in a condition to demand them from 
otheri. 

Titc pearl* taken at Baharen, though not fo 
while as thofe of Ce\lon and Japan, arc much 
larger than thofe of the former place, and of i 
more regular ihape ih.an thofe of the latter. They 
. arc of a jclloutlh caft; but ha^c this recom- 
mendation, that they preferve their golden hue; 
whereas the whiter kind lofc nujch of their luRrc 
by keeping, pariiculatly in hot countries, 'i he 
ihcU ot both thefe ipceies, which is known by the 
name of mother of pearl, is ufed in Afia for 
rious purpofes. > ' 

Thu annual revenue arifing from the fiflicrj'iu 
the latitude of Baharen, is computed at 3 , 600,000 
Uvres •. Ihc grcatcfl part of the pearls that arc 
■uneven, arc carried to Conflanimoplc, and other 
ports of Turkey ; .where the larger compofc pare 
of the ornaments of the head-drefs, and the fmaii- 
cr arc ufed in works of embroidery. The perfeft 
pearls mud be reierved for Surat, from whence- 
they arc diftnbuted throughout all Indoftan- The 
women have fo ftrong a paffion for luxury, andj 
the falc of this article is fo much incrcafcd by fu- 
perftition, that there is not the JeaR rcafon to ap- 
prehend any diminution either in the price or the 
demand. _ There arc none of the Gentiles who do 
not make it a point of religion to bore at Icaft one 
pearl at the time of their marriage. Whatever 

^ ' • tJOfOCO], . - * 


. may 
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may be the myllerious meaning of this cuftoia BOOK 
among a people whofc morality and politics are , , 
couched in allegories, or where allegory becomes 
religion ; this emblem of virgin modelly has 
proved advantageous to the pearl trade. The 
pearls that have not newly been bored make a 
part of drefs; but cannot have a place in the- 
marriage ceremony, where one new pearl is at 
Icaft indifpcnfablc. They arc accordingly always 
fold five and twenty or thirty per cent, cheaper 
than thofe which come from the Gulph, where 
they are taken. There arc no pearls at Malabar ; 
but it has riches of anotherkind, 

Malabar is, properly /peaking, a country 
fituated between Cape Comorin and the river 
Neticeram. But to make ournarrative the bet* Malabar, 
ter underfiood, by accommodating it to the 
tions generally received in Europe, we ihal] give-tbaccom. 
this name to the whole track cAicnding from theP®^**** 
Indus to Cape Comorin, including the adjacent 
iilands, and beginning with the Maldives. 

The Maldives form a long chain of iflands to 
the weft of Cape CoroorinJ which is the nearefl: 
part of the continent. They are divided into thir- 
teen provinces, which arc called Atollons. This 
divifion is the work of nature, that has furrounded 
each atollon with a barrier of rocks, furmlhlng 
a better defence than the ftrongeft fortification^ 
againft the Impctuofity of the waves, or the at- 
tacks of an enemy. The natives reckon the 
number of thefe iflands at twelve thoufand ; the 
fmallcft of which are nothing more than banks' 
of fandthat are overflowed at high tides, and the * 
largcft very fmall m circumference. Of all the 
channels that fcparatc them, there arc only four 
capable of receiving ftiips. The reft are fo flial- - 
low, that they have fcldom more than three feet 
. water. 
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O o K water. It IS conjeftured, with probability, that 
all thefe different iflands were formerly one, and 
that the forte of the waves and currents, orfomc 
great natural etent, has divided them into feveral 


portions. f - s 

It is probable, that this Archipelago was ori- 
ginally peopled from Malabar. Afterwards, the 
Arabians went there, ufurped the fovcreignty, 
and cftablllhed their own religion. At length^, 
the two nationswcrc united into one; when the 


Portuguefe, foon after their arrival m India, ic- 
duced them to fubjcftion. This- tyranny was of 
fhort continuance. The garnfon, which held 
them in flavery', was cxtcrininated, and the Mal- 
dives recovered their mdcpcndence. Smce^this 
period, they have fallen under the yolcc of an 
arbitrary prince, who keeps bis court at Male, 
and has refigned the whole authority to the priefl^- 
He IS the foie merchant In his dominions. 


Ah adminiftration of this Itamp, and the bat- 
rennefs of the country, which produces nothing 
but cocoa trees, prevents the trade from being 
confiderable. Ihc exports confill only of covV- 
TICS, filh, and kayar 

Kayar is the bark of the cocoa tree, of winch 
■cables arc made, that ferve for the Indian navi- 
gation. This IS no where fo good, and m fuch 
plenty as in the Maldives. A great quantity of 
It IS earned, with Tome cowries, to Ceylon, whore 
thefe commodities arc exchanged for the arcca 
nut ' 


The fifli called m the country complcmaffe,' 
dried in the fun. It is faked by dipping it feve- 
ral times in fca-water, and cut into pieces of the 
thicknefs and length of a man’s linger Two 
cargoes of k arc annually brought to Acheri» 
which arc purcbafcd with gold and bcnxoin. ihe 

gold 
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'gold remains in the Maldives ; and the benzoin isB o 
lent to Mocha, where it procures in return about 
three hundred bales of coffee for the confumption 
of ihcfc iflands; ... 

- Cowries arc white and Ihining (hells. The 
inhabitants fifh for them twice a month ; three 
days before the new moon, and three days after. 
•This employment belongs to the women, wlio 
wade to the middle in water to gather them upon 
thc-fands. They are put up in parcels, each con- 
taining tuclvc tlioufand. Thofe that are not cir- 
culated in the country, or carried to Ceylon, arc 
Tent to the banks of the Ganges. A great num- 
ber of veffeU annually fail from tUU river, laden 
with fugar, rice, linen, and other Icfs confidcrablc 
articles for the ufe.of the Maldives, and return 
with cargoes of cowries, valued at about feven or 
eight hundred thoufand livres *. One part is cir- 
culated in Daigal, where it fct^cs as fmall coin. 

-The reft is taken ofK by the Europeans, who ufc 
it with advantage^ in their trade with Africa. 
''I’hcy buy it at fix fols | a pound, and fell it from 
twelve to eighteen J in their fcvcral capitals ; .it is 
Vorth thirty-five livres § in Guinea. 

Tub kingdom of-Travancor, which extends 
•from Cape Comorin to the frontiers of Cochin, 

.was not formerly in poffeffion of a greater lliarc 
of opulence than the Maldives. It is probable 
iharit owed the prcfcrvaiion of it’s independency 
to it’s poverty, vphen the kloguls made thcmfelvcs 
mafters of Madura. One of their inonarchs, who 
afeended the throne about the year 1730, and who 
reigned near forty years, added more dignity to 
his crown than it had ever bad.bcforc. He was a 
man of exquifite.acd deep fenfe. He was giving 

* From J3S. 4^ to jj.sjSl. Ss. Sd. 
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BOOKaudicncc to two ambafladors that had been 
, — him by a neighbouring ftatc, one of whom b 
a long harangue, which the other was preps 
to continue : be not tedioiiSy faid the prince, 
an auftcrc brow, Ufe tsjhort, , His reign was 
lied only by one zQ. of weaknefs : he was of 
tribe of the Nairs, and thought it a difgrac 
him that he did not belong to the fupenor < 
in the view of being incorporated into if 
much as it was poffible, in the year 1752, 
caufed a golden calf to be caft, which he cn 
CQ into by the rou22lc, and came out at the 
pofite part. Since that time, his ediftff were 
dated from the day of fo glorious a regent 
tion j and, to the great fcandal of all Indod 
he was acknowledged for a Bramin, by all th 
of his fubjefts who enjoyed this important p 
rogativc. ' ^ ^ 

T alBflance of a Frenchman' nam 

Le Noye, this monarch had formed the beft c 
ciplined army that had ever been fecn ' in thi 
countries. With thefe forces, it is faidi* that 
meditated the conqueft of all the Malabar : ai 

wlthT "‘r ”i»ght have been crown, 

with fuccefs, had jt not been oppofed by the E 
NotwithIlandi^| thefe^mped 
and Jh m enlarging his dominions 

^ infinitely more difficult, in rendc 
mSft “r ^'8 fubjeas. In th 

count/ Ijjmuh of arms, agriculture was er 

Ln r f "'““faaurcs of col 
ton were fet on foot. ' 

f Trovancor: thet of the Dance a 
AoJechey has fcarce any trade. It is verv fcl 

'!l= purchaft or falc i 

ever made (here by the people of that nation. 

Ths 
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The Englifli hCtoty of Anjcngo is fituatcd on B o o K 
a point of land at the mouth of a fmali river, . 
v/hlch, “during the greateft part of the year, is 
choked up with fand. The tpwn is well peopled, 
and full of'manufafturcs. It was formerly de- 
fended by four fmall baftions without a ditch, and 
hyagarnfon of one hundred and fifty men. This 
expence has been thought unnecclTary. fingle 
agent now takes care ol all the bufinefs, with Icfs 
parade and more advantage. 

Territory of Anjcngo, thou art nothing; but 
thou hafi given birth to Eliza. A day will come, 
tvhen thefe ftaplcs of commerce, founded by the 
Europeans on the coafts of Afia, will exift^no 
^orc. Before a few centuries arc clapfed, the 
grafs will cover them, or the Indians, avenged, 

Will have built upon their ruins. But if my works 
he defiined to'" have any duration, the name of 
Anjcngo will not be obliterated from the memory 
of man. Thofe who (hall read my works, or 
thofe whom the winds ftiall drive towards thefe 
Ihorcs, will fay ; there it is that Eliza Draper was 
horn ; and if there be a Briton among them, he 
Will immediately add, with the fpirit of confcious 
pride, and there It was that flic was bom of Eng- 
hflTparents. 

^ Let me be permitted to indulge my grief, and 
to give a free courfe to my tears ! Eliza was my 
friend. Reader, whofoe'er thou’ art, forgive me 
this involuntary emotion. Let’ my mind dwell 
upon Eliza. If I have fomciimcs moved thcc^to 
compafiionatc the calamities of the human race, 
let me now prevail upon thee to commiferate my 
^ own misfortune. Iwasthj friend without know- 
ing theej be for a moment mine. Thj gcnilc 
pity lhall be my reward. 


Et.iZA 
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BOOK Eliz V ended her da)s in ihe lane! p! her fore- 
^ ai the age of three and thirty. A ctlcl!>al 

foul wjs fcpnratcd from a hca\cnly body. Yt; 
Y.ho vifit tijc foot on which her lacrcd afhes rclf,^ 
wTiic upon the inarblctiut cover> them : m iucl^ 
a year, in fuch a month, on fueh a day, at fuch 
an hour, God wnhdrcv/ hiti fpirit, and Liua died. 

And thou, ongtna! writer, her admirer and her, 
friend, it v.at Lliza who infpirtd. thy works, and 
diciaicd to thee the molt allcdtmg page^ ol thenu 
Vortunatc Sterne, thou art no more and I aiu 
left bLhtnd, 1 wept over tlicc with thou 

wouldd weep over her with me^ and !>ad h been 
the will of Heaven, that joiihad both furvived 
me, your tears would have fallen together upon 
my grave. 

Tne men were ufed to fay, that no woman liad 
fa many graces a: Eliza: the women laid fo too. 
llicy all praifcd her candour 3 they ill extolled 
her fcnfibdityj they were all ambitious of the 
honour of lier acquaintance. T'lic llingv of envy 
were never (>ointcd againfl uiiconfcious merit. 

ANjr.>.co, it ii to the imlucnce of th) happ? 
chiiiaie that (lie ccrtanily was indebted lur that 
aIiv.oR iuconipatible harmony of voluptuoufnefi 
snJ dcccnc), which ditfufcd hfclf over all “(‘ef 
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‘•Any man of courteoufnefi alone, mud have lov.B o o it 
«dher, but \\ouId not ha\c dared to own hjs . 
paffion. . ^ * ,!*■ 

SEARCH for Eliza cverywhem: I difeover, I 
difeern fomc of her features, fotnc of her charnis* 
fcattered among thofe \vomcn whofc figure is moft 
intcreiling. But what is become of her who 
united them all ? Nature, who haft exhaufted thy 
gifts to form an Eliza, didft thou create her only 
for one moment? Didft thou make her to be ad-; 

®ired for one inftant, and to be for cyer re- 
gretted ? 

> Ali, who have feen Eliza, regret her. ^As for 
inyfclf, ray tears will never ccafe to flow for b^r 
all the time I have to live. But is tins fufficient ! 

'fhofe who have known hcrtcndcrncfsforme, the 
confidence flic had beftowed upon me, will they 
r'ot fay to me : fhe is no more, and yet thou 
Itvcft. . ^ , , , 

, Eliza intended to quit her country, her reJa- 
.tions, her friends, to take up her refidtnee along 

• "Uh me, and fpend her days in tbcmidft oi mine. 

^Vhat happinefshadi notpromifcdiomyfclf? What 
joy did. I not exped, from feeing her fought aftet 
by men of genius; and beloved by women of the 
tiiccft taftc ? I faid to rayfclf, Eliza is young, and 
thou art near thy latter end. It is (he who will 
clofc thine eyes. Vain hope! Fatal reverfe of 
•ill human probabiluics! My old age has been 

• prolonged beyond the days of her youth. There 
ta now no perfon in the world ca.itlmg for me. 

» I aic has condemned me to luc, and die alone. ' 

EL^z^*s mind was cuhivaceJ, but the tirccts 
. of this art were never perceived. It had done 
noihmg more than cmbeUifb nature ; it ferved tu 
her onl) to toaUc the charm more lading. Every 
uiftani mcrcafcd the delight flic lufpircd ; every 

aiiianc 



43 * 


HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND.TRADE 


B o o Kinftant rendered her more interefting. Such ia 
the impreflion flic had left in India ; fuch is the 
^impreflion flic made In Europe. Eliza then was 
•very beautiful ? No, flic w’as limply beautiful : 
but there was no beauty flic did not eclipfe, bc- 
caufe Ihe was the only one that was likcherfclf. 

’ Eliza has written j and the men of her nation^ 
whofe works have been the moll abounding in 
^elegance and taftc, would not have difavowed the 
Ymall number of pages flie has left behind her. > 
•Wheu I faw Eliza, I experienced a fenfation 
unknown to me. It was too warm to be no more 
than friendfliip ; it was too pure to be love. Had . 
it been a paflion, EUza would have pitied mey 
Ibc would have endeavoured to bring me back 
to my rcafon, and I.fliould have completely 
loft it. . - ■ 

Eliza ufed frequently to fay, that (lie had 2 
greater efteem for me than for any one elfe. At 
prefent I may believe it. 

Ik her laft momeots, Eliza’s thoughts were, 
fixed upon her friend; and I cannot write a line . 
■without having before me the monument (he has 
left me. Oh I that flic could alfohaic endowed 
my pen with her graces and her virtue? Methinks, 
at leaft, I hear her fay, « That ftern mufe that 
“ looks at you, is Hiftory, whofe awful duty it 
is to determine the opinion of poftcriiy. That 
** fickle deity that hovers o'er the globe, is Fame, 

** who condcfccndcd to entertain us a moment * 
“ about you; fhc brought me thy works, and 
** paved the way for our conncSion by efteem. , 
** Behold that pheenix immortal amidft the 
“ flames; it is the fymbol of Genius, which 
pever dies. Let thefc emblems perpetually^ 

** incite thee to Ibew ihyrdf the defender of 
“ aUMAKlTV, of TRUTH, and of LiacRTV.'* 

Euza, 
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Eljza, froQi th& highcft Heaven, thy firft, and B o o it 
M country, receive my oath : I swear, not to . 
write one line in which thy friend may 
-VOT BE recognised. 

‘ Cochin was a place of great note when the 
^ortuguefe arrived in India., They made, thcni- 
mailers of it, and were' afterwards difpof- 
fc^d by the Dutch. The fovereign, at the time 
«us place was taken from him, had preferved his 
dominions, which, in tlic fpacc of five and twenty, 
years, have been repeatedly invaded by the people 
cfTravancor. His misfortunes have obliged him 
^0 take refuge under the walls of his ancient capital, 
where he lives upon a revenue of 14,400 livres *, 
which was ftipulated to be. paid him by ancient 
wpitulations, out of the produce of his cuftoms, 

Ir the fame fuburb is a colony of indufirious Jews, 
who are white men, and ridiculoufly pretend to 
have been fettled here fince the time of the Baby- 
Ipailh captivity, but have certainly been in this 
Rtuation a very coufidcrabic time. A town pn- 
compafled with fertile lands, and built upon a 
river that receives vcflels of five hundred tons 
burthen, and communicates by fcvcral navigable 
branches to the interior parts of the country, may 
naturally be cxpc&ed to be in a flourifljing con- 
dition. If it be otlicrwifc, it is entirely owcalo 
the opprelTive nature of the government. .. 

'Tins opprclSve fpirit is at Icaft as fcnfibly felt 
at Calicut; all nations arc admuted thither,' but 
Rone have any fway. The fovcrcign who rules 
there at prefent is a Bramin j and the people arc 
confcqucnily under a theocracy, which, in procefi 
of time, becomes the woril of all governments, 
becaufe the hand, of the gods adds to the weight 
of thcXccpirc of the tyrants, aud the fanflliy of 
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BOOK one of the authorities, occafions a blind fubmlf- 

^ fion, and under pain of facrilegc to the caprices 
the other, 'fhe orders/ of the defpot arc 
changed into oracles, and the difobcdience of 
the lubjefts incurs the ftigina of a revolt 
againfl llcavco. The throne of Calicut is al- 
moft the only one in India that is filled by a 
perfon of this firft of thc^ calls. In other places, 
the crown is worn by inferior tribes, and even by 
perfons of fo obfeure a call, that tlicir domellics 
would be difiionourcd and baniflicd from thclr- 
tribes,' if they condcfccndcd cten to cat with 
their inonarchs. Tlicfc people take care not to 
boall of having Cupped with the king: this pre- 
judice is not, perhaps, more ridiculous than any 
other. It humbles the pride of princes, and de- 
prives courtiers of one fourcc of vanity. Suchjs 
the influence of fuperllition, that it gives rife^to 
the univerfal prevalence of opinion. By fuper- 
lluion artifice divides the empire with power: 
when the latter has conquered and enflaved the 
world, the former interpofes and preferibes laws 
in it’s turn : they enter into a league with each 
other, manUbid fall prollratc, and fubmit to their 
chains. If it fliould happen thattbefe two powers, 
being dilTatisficd, fliould rife up the one againft 
the other, then it is that the blood of the citizens 
is feen flrcamiog in the. Ilrccts. One party ranges 
itfclf under the flandard of fuperftition, the other 
under the banners of the fovcrcign. Fathers 
murder their children j ands children plunge, • 
without hefitation, the poniard in the bread ofi 
their fathers. Every idea of jufticc is at an end : 
every fcntimcnt of humanity is annilnlatcd ; man 
ieems inctamorphofcd, at once, into a wild bead. 
The cry on one fide is. Rebels, obey your mo- 
narch j on the other. Sacrilegious, impious men, 
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obey your God, the maftec of your king,''orB o o IC 
die. I /hall addrefs inyfelf, then, to all thc^__^ 
Sovereigns of the earth, and I ftall venture w re- 
veal to them the Secret thought of the pricfthood. 

If the pricll were to explain MmCcIf frankly, no 
^ould fay, IF the Sovereign bc' not my h£lor he 
is mine enemy ; 1 have put the pee into Ins hand, 
but on condition that I IhalT point out to, him the 
heads thaTarc to be ftruck off. The Bramins, the 
depositaries of religion and the Sciences througl^ 
out Indoftan, are employed as mintfters in molt 
of the ftaics, and difpoSe of every thing at plea- 
sure ; but affairs arc not the better managed oil 
that account.' ‘ . i 

The adminidratlon of Calicut is bad m general, 
and that of the capital d?U worfe. No pohee is 
cftabhfhcd,' no fortifications are raifcd. Itic 
trade; which is clogged with a. roultiphciiy ot ira- 
pods, is almod entirely in the hands of a lew ot 
the mod abandoned and faithlcfs Moors m Afia. 

One of it*s greated advantages is, that by the river 
Bayporc, which is* only at two leagues didance, 
it lias ilic means of being fumiQicd with leak 
timber, which grows upon the plains and moun- 
tains in great abundance. * , 

The territories that border upon Calicut, and 
belong to the houfc of Colaftry, arc little kimwn, 
except by the Trench colony at Mahe, which is 
tifing up again ironi it’s alhes, and that of the 
Bngllfii at Tcllcchcrry, which has cxppicnced no 
mislortunc. The latter, which contains a popu- 
lation ol fifteen or fixiccn ihoufand fouls, had 
three hundred wlfiic men and five hundred blacks 
for It's defence; they have been recalled fince the 
nation has acquired in thefe fcas an afeendant, 
which removes the apprellcnfion of feeing the 
fculcmcnt infuUcd. At prcfcRt they draw koni 
Ffa * thence 
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B 9,9 ^ thence annually (with.vcry little cxpcncc) fiflccit 
. _ hundred tlioufatjd pounds weight or pepper, and 
foinc other pro^lHons of little importance. ’ 
‘Jfwc except a few principalities that fcarccdc- 
ferve mention, the dates we have been deferibing 
. properly conditutc the whole of the Malabar, a 
country more agreeable than opulent.' The cx- 
, ports confifts chteily of aromatics andfpices. The 
principal articles arc faiidcrs woo'd, India faliron, 
cardamom, ginger, badard cinnamon, and pepper.' 
_ Thc fantaluin or Zanders grows to the fizeof a 
walnut-tree. It*s leaves arc entire oval, and 
placed oppofitc to each other. ^ Ii^s flower is of 
one Angle piece, charged with eight damina, and 
Supported upon thc piftU/ which becomes an in- 
fipid berry, ^ rcfembling in form that of the laurel. 
It’s wood is white in thc circumference, and 
yfhow in thc center when thc tree is old. Tliis 
diflcrencc of colour conditutes two kinds of 
both employed for the fame'purpofcs, 
and having equally a bitter tadc, and an aromatic 
fmcll. With thc powder of this wood a padc is 
prepared, with which thc Chinefe, Indians, Per- 
fups, Arabians and Turks anoint their bodies. 
U 13 hkcwifc burnt in their houfes, and yields a 
iragrant and wholcfomc fmcll. The ereatefl: 
quantity of this wood,' to which a fiiarp and ac- 
tenuatmg virtue is afenbed, remains in India, 
ihe red finders, though in Icfs edimation, and 
lets generally ufed, is fent by preference into 
i^urope. . Ibis IS thc produce of a difterent tree, 
wnicli IS common on the coad of Coromandel, 
borne travellers confound it with thc wood of 
Labatour, which is ufed in d)ing. 

Ihb Indian faffron, called by thc phvficians 
curcuim, or ierra mertta, has a very low and 
herbaceous dem, formed by thc union of thc 

Is, 
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tiudSj.and compofcd office or fix very longBOOtC 
leaves, v.luch bear upon very long ftalks. The 
flc\\crs, djfpofcd m a huiky fpike near ihc root, 
arc purpleilh, with fix unequal divifionsj they 
have but one flamina, fupported, as they arc, 
npon the piftil, which becomes a capfula with 
three di\ifions, full of round feeds. The root is^ 
corapbfed of five or fix oblong and knoiij 
tubercles. It Is reckoned to have an aperient 
quality, and to be a remedy for the jaundice. 

[ihc Indians make a yellow dye of it, and it is aii[ 
higrcdicnt in moll oftheir diflies. ^ ‘ 

■vSeverax. kinds of cardamom are found In the 
different countries of India, and the dillinft 
charafters of them have not been fuflicicntly ob- 
ferved, Tliat which grows in the territories of 
Cochin, Calicut, and Cananor, is the fmallcft and 
tnoft cflccmed. It has, as well as the other forts, 
great deal of analogy with the Indian faffron, 
from which it difiers in having il*s leaves much 
more numerous; it’s fiem higher; it's fpike of 
flowers loofcr, and coming immediately from the 
root, and it's fruit lefs. It’s feeds, which ha\c 
an agreeable aromatic flavour, are ufed in mofl 
Indian ragouts. It is often mixed with arcca and 
betel, and fometimes chewed afterwards ; and is 
ufed in medicine chiefly to help digeflion, and to 
flrengthen the ftomach. The cardamom has no 
need of cultivation, and grows naturally in places 
covered with the afhes of plants that ha\e been 
burnt. '■ 

T.se ginger refembks the cardamom, both m 
the difpofuion and flruflurc of it’s fiowers. The 
fpike comes from the fame point. The root, which 
is knotty and creeping, flioots. out fcvcral fie ns of 
three feet high, the ica\c8of which arc nirrowcr.^ 

It- IS white, tender, and almoft a* pungenr to the 
• palate 
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BOO Kpalatc as pcjDpcr, The Indians put it into their rice, 
which is their common diet, to correft the natural 
' infjpidity of this food. This fpice, mixed with 
others, gives the dilhcs feafoned with it a ftrong 
taftc, which is extremely difagrccablc to foreigners! 
The Europeans, however, who come to Afia in 
low circumllanccs arc obliged to accuftom them-{ 
felvcs to it. Others adopt it out of complaifancc 
to their wives, who arc 'generally natives of the 
country. It Is here, as In all other places, much 
eafier for the men to conform ‘to the tafte and 
foibles of thewomen, than to gct'the better of 
them. Perhaps too the cijmate may require this 
manner of-Iiving. >Thc bell ginger is that which 
?s cultivated in* the Malabar j the fecond fort 
Mmes from Bengal. That which grows in the 
Decan, and in all the Indian Archipelago, is lefs 
cftcemed} if, however, we except the red ginger 
of the Moluccas, a fpccies differing from the 
common fort in the colour of it*s roor, and in 
having a Icfs acid taftc. 

Bastard cinnamon, known in Europe by the 
name of cajjia hgnea^ is to be ‘bad at Timor, 
but that which grows on 
the Malabar coaft is much fuperior. The tree 
which produces it, like that* of Ceylon, is a 
fpccies of laurel 5 it yields the fame produce, and , 
rcfernblcs it m rooft of iPs charaflers. IPs leaves- 
are longer; it’s bark, more thick and red, it has 
Ids Havour, and is diftinguifiied 'particularly by a 
kind of vifcidity that' is* perceived in chewing. 
ay there marks we may deleft the fraud of the 
mere hht?, who fell it mixed with the true cinna- 
virtues of which are infinitely fuperior, 
and the price four limes as much. The Dutch, 
1?^ f able to root up all the trees 
I the forefts that produce it, contra cd to rc- 
. ' quire. 
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quire, during their fupcriority"in Malabar, thcliooic 
fovercigns of the country to renounce their right _ 
of barking them. This engagement, which was 
never flrldlly obferved, has been lefs fulfilled fince 
the nation that made it has loft it’s authority, and 
has advanced the price of the* cinnamon of .Cey- 
lon. The prefent produce of thc-cinnamon at 
Malabar may be computed at two hundred thou- 
fand weight. The fmallcft portion of it is 
brought to Europe; the rcftisdifpofedofin India. 

The trade is entirely in the hands- of the free 
EngUIh merchants; it may admit >of improvc- 
tuent, but will never be equal to that of pepper. - » 

The pepper-plant is a fttrub, the root of which 
is fibrous and blackilh. Iris ftem, which is*fari 
nicnious and flexible, requires a tree or a prop to 
fupport it. It is branchy, and l^ull of knots, from 
t^ch of which an oval leaf goes oft, fljarp pointed, 
very fmooth, and ntarked with fiye nerves; and 
it. is of a ftrong and poignant flavour. Towards 
the middle of the branches, and more frequently 
at their extremities, wc fee little buds rcfembhng 
thofe of the currant-tree, which bear about thirty 
flowers, compofed of two ftamiha and one piftil. 

The fruit that fuccccds is at firft green, then red, 
and of the bignefs of a pea. It i> ufually gather- 
ed in Ofiober, four months after' the flowering 
fcafon, and it is expofed to the fun ’for feven or 
eight days. The black colour it then acquires 
has given it the name of black pepper. It is 
nude white by rtripping it of it*s outward Ikin. 
Thclargeft, hcavicft, and lead flirivclled, is the 
heft. 

'I’liE pcpper-planc flourillics in the iflands of 
Java, Sumatra, and Ceylon, and more particu- 
larly on the ISlalabar coaih It is not foun, but 
planted ; and- great niccij is required in the choice 
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R op K of the flioots. It produces no fruit tiH the end of 
. three ) cars; but bears fo plentifully the three fuc- 

cccding )car*, that fouic plants jiclJ bcuvecn iix 
and fcNcn pounds of pepper. The produce, from 
that period, commucs dccrcafing; and the fiirub 
declines fo faft, that in i rclvc )cars tune it ccafcs 
bearing. 

Thl culture of pepper is not diflicult, it is 
fuHicicnt to plant it m a rich fbi), and carefully 
to pull up the weeds (hat grow in great abun- 
dance round it's roots, cPpccially the three firfl years. 
As the fun is highly ncccflary to ihc growth of the 
pcppcr*plant, when it is ready to bear, the trees 
that fupport it muft be lopped, to prevent then 
fliadc from injuring the fruit. '\Vhcj> the fcafon 


IS over, u is proper to crop the head of the plant. 
Without this precaution there would be too much 
wood, and little fruit, 

Thf pepper exported from Malabar, which 
was formerly entirely m the hand', of the Portu- 
guefe, and is at piefcnt divided between the 
Dutch, Englifh, and French, amounts to about 
ten millions weight. At ten fols a pound * it is 
an objcfl of five millions f’ it is exported, wiili 
^ 1 ^ for half that fum. By the faJe 

of thefe commodincs the country is enabled to 
purchafe nee from the Ganges and Canara, coarfe 
ImcnsfromMyforc and Bengal, and fcveral forts 
of goods from Europe. The payments in money 
amount to little or nothing. 

Canara, n country bordering upon Malabar, 
properly fo called, has been fucccfsfully incrcafcd 
by the provinces of Onor, Baticala, Bandcl, and; 
S « has acquired a confidcra- 

,i extent. It IS very fertile, and par* 

ticularj) m nee. It was formerly the inoft fiou- 

* si + *o8 J33l 8d 


rillung 
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rilhlng ftatc in thefc regions; but it declined B.O o K" 
whenit's fovercign was compelled to give annu- . , 
ally from twelve to thirteen hundred thoufand 
Uvres* to thc^Marattas, his neighbours, to pre- 
ferve his kingdom from their plunders. ‘ It lias’ 
dill continued declining lined Hyder Ally Khan 
became the maftcr of it. Mangalore, which, 
ierved for it’s harbour, has fallen into proportional 
decay',' It has .been lefs frequented by foreign 
navigators, bccaufc provifions were no longer fo 
plentiful there,' and bccaufc the multiplicity of 
taxes has increafed the price of them cxceflivcly; 
Neverthclefs the manners of the place have re-' 
tnained as corrupt as they have been from time 
immemorial. Canara is always able to fopply 
the moil y.oluptuous couctefans, and the linell 
dancers in Indoftan. ' 

■■ Commerce, that raifcdVcmcc from her canals, Vrefu 
^andAmfterdam from her inor.alIcs, had rendered 
Goa the center of the riches ot India, and one of 
the moll celebrated marts of the univerfe. Time ; 
the revolutions fo common in Afia ; the pride in- 
feparable from great profperity; tlic effeminacy 
that attends on wealth cafily acquired ; the coin* 
pctulon of more, enlightened uauat\s ; the cm* 
bczzlements of the treafury, and thofe of indi- 
viduals ; perfidious and .'Urocious a£ls of all kinds : 
thefe caufes, and others, perhaps, which have 
efcaped our notice, have hallencd the dcilruflion 
of this proud city. It is nov/ reduced to nothing ; 
and, the defects of U’> adminiflralion, the corrup- 
tion of it’s citizens, the influence of it’s monks in 
public deliberations, do not give any hopes of it’s 
rc-cflabliflimcnt. Deprived of fa inany fertile^ 
provinces, which iinplitidy obc)cd it’s laws, it 
has nothing remaining but the fmall illanj on 
Fpjt» W S4.»*61 ijs.4't» 

t which 
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D o O K which Ills Htuatcd, snd the two pcninfulas that 
, form u*3 harbour* . 

To the north of Goa, ‘the hlaraltas, jnafters of 
of the pi- feme ports on the fca Ihorc, infefted this ocean 
Ar^ri/ *^**^‘*‘ piracies. The Alogul, who had juR 

fubdued the northern, parts of the coart, was 
highly incenfed at them. In order to protcfl the 
navigation of lus fubjcfls, be equipped a fleet, 
principally dcrtlned to reprefs this fpirit of rapine. 
At this period the two powers attacked each 
other. In thefe repeated and; bloody engage- 
ments, the Maraiia Konna ji Angria, difplayed 
fuch diftinguifhed talents, that the. dircQion of 
the maritime forces of.'his nation was conferred 
upon him} and-foon after, the government of the 
important fonrefs of Sevcrn*droog, built upon a 
fmall’ ifland, at a little dirtance from the conti- 
nent. • • ’ ‘ - * ’ 

• .This extraordinary man had 'conquered only 
for himfclf. He* prevailed upon the companions 
of his viSorics, to adopt his plan of -independ*. 
cncc} and, -with their affiftance, hefeized uponthe 
iliips which he bad fo long and fo fortunately 
commanded, r The cQbris made to reduce him to . 
obedience again were incffcclual. The -allure- 
ment of plunder, and the fame of' his gcncrofityi 
drew even fo great a number of intrepid adven- 
turers about him, that it was cafy for him to be- 
come a conqueror. His dominion extended forty 
leagues along the coaft, from Tainana to Kaja- 
pour j and twenty or thirty miles within land, ac- 
• • to the difporttion of the places, 'and - the 

facility of their being defended. Ncverlbclefs he 
owed his grcaicfl fuccefs, and all his reputation, 
to naval operations, which were continued with 
the fame aCkivity, the fame bravery, and the fame 
iKii!, by the heirs of his name' and of his doraU 
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Ax.firft, ilicfc pirates only attacked the Indian, D o o il 
Moorilh, or /Arabian ^cfTcls, that had not pur« .^^^ 
chafed paCTports from them. In procefs of time, 
they infullcd the flag of the Europeans, wlio were 
reduced to the ncccliily of nc\cr failing ujiliout 
a convoy. This precaution was not only very 
expenfive, but proved alfo infufficient: even the 
Ihips that compofed the cfcorc were often attack> 
cd, and fcvcral times carried off from their an- 
chors. 

These depredations hadUfted fifty years, when, 
la 1772, the Engiiih joined their forces with tbofe 
of the Portuguefe againft thefe pirates; and it 
'vas determined bciwccrv them to deftroy the place 
of thcic retort. The expedition was difgraccful 
wd abortive. That which was undertaken by the 
Butch, two years after, with feven men of war 
and two bomb ketches, met with no better fuc- 
ccf». At length the hlarattas, upon the people 
of Angria relufing to pay a tribute wliich had 
long been cuftoinary, agreed to attack the com* 
nton enemy by land, while the Englilh attacked 
them by fca. This confederacy obtained a com- 
plete conqueft, Moft of the harbours and forts 
''^cre taken in the campaign of 1755* Geriah, 
the capital, furrcndcrcd the year following, and 
^'ith it fell a power, the profpcriiy of which had 
been only founded on public calamities. By it's 
ruin, the power of the Marattas, which was for- 
midable already, was unhappily incrcafcd. 

These people, who bad been long confined 
'within the limits of their mountains, ha\e, by de- 
grees, extended themfcives towards the fea, anden the 
at prefent pofiefs the large fpacc between Surat 
and Goa, where they equally threaten thefe two * 
Cities. Thev arc famous for their incurfions and 
depredations on the coafl of Coromandel, in the 

neigh- 
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BOO K neighbourhood of Delhi, and on the banks of th^ 

. Ganges ; but' the center of their greatell Rrenglh, 

, and their fixed Ration, is at 'Malabar. That fpi* 
nt of rapine, which they carry into the countries 
where they occahonally make inroads, is forfaken 
in the provinces they have conquered. They 
have already alleviated the mlfciY of thofc places 
' which \\crc opprefled for fo long a time by the 
tyranny of the Poilugucfe.-and with which they 
have iucccffivcly enlarged thejr empire. Their 
conduct has been very dificrcnc upon the neigh- • 
bouring fcas. They not only plunder all thq 
Ihips there, which are too weak to refill them, 
but alfo give an afylum „to foreign pirate’s, who 
will confenc to Iharc their captures with thqm. [ 
Reveiuti. * SuRAT was, for a long time, the only fea-port 
haTe^j>- exportation of the manufa^lurcs of the 

peofdto Mogul empire, and the importation of whatever 
^ofe- neoefiary to fupply it*s confumption,, To fc« 
quenceof curc it*s allegiance, and provide for it‘s defence, a 
Mcewhich bqilt, the commandant of which had 

the Erg- authority over that of^thc town ; care was even 
liniha>r taken to chufe tuo governors, who, from their 
charafler, were not likely to unite* in jOpprcliin^ 
trade. Some difagrccablc circumftanQCS gave rile 
to a third power. The Indian’fcas were infefied 
with pirates, who interrupted the navigation, antf 
prevented devout MulTelmcn from making voyages 
to Mecca, 'riic.cmpcror thouglit the chief ot a 
colony of Colfrccs, who were fettled at Rajapour,' 
would be the proper^perfon to Hop the progrcls^ 
of tht-fc depredations, and therefore appointed him* 
his admiral. Three lacks of rupees, or yzOfOO^ 
livres % were alfigncd him for his annual pay. 
Tins falary not being punfluall) paid, the admi- 
ral feizeJ the caflic, and from that lortrcfs laid 

» ao.occi. 


' the 
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the lown under coiiiribution. A fccnc of gene- BOOK 
ral confufion enfued *, and the avarice of the I^Ia- . 
rattas, whicli was always aftivc, became more 
eager than ever, Thefe Barbarians, who had cx- 
. tended their ufurpatlons even to the gates of the 
place, had, for a long time, been allowed a third 
•p^tt of the duties, on condition that they Hiould 
‘not moleft the inland trade. They contetued 
the'mfelves with this contribution, fo long as for- 
tune did not throw more conlidcrablc advantages 
in their way. As foon as they perceived this fer- 
ment among the citizens, not doubting that one 
of the parties might be tranfported fo far by rc^ 
fentment 'a^ to open the gates to them, they drew 
their forces near to the walls. The traders find- 
ing their effects daily in danger of being plunder- 
ed, called the EngliHi to their afiiftancc in 1759, 
and aided them in taking the citadel. The court 
of Delhi confirmed them in the poffeflion of it, 
and in the exercife of the ua\al command, to- 
gether with the appointments .anne.\cd to both 
commiffions. This revolution reftored forne de- 
gree of tranquillity to Surat and it's Nabob j 
while it made them, however, totally dependent 

* upon the" power they had called in to their af- 

* finance. 

This fuccefs enlarged the ambitious views of 
. tKc agents of the Enghfii Company. Thofc 
among them who conduced the affairs on the 
Malabar coaft, were troubled with’ fccrct difeon- 
tent, at not having had any fliarc in the immenfe 
fortunes that had been made on the Coromandel 
coaft, and in Bengal. They turned their avari- 
cious views dh all fidcs, and at length, in 1771, 
fixed them upon Barochc, a large town, fituated 
at the dlflance of five and thirty miles from the 
mouth of the river Nerdaba, which falls into thej 
‘ ' * gulpli 
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BOOKguIpli of Canibaia, and very anciently celebrated 
^ for tbc richnefs of it*s foil, and the abundance of 

it*o manulafturcs. Even the trading finps can- 
not get up to It wjthout the affiftance of the tide, 
nor come out but when the tide ebbs. 

li\c hundred white men, and a thouland 
blicks, fet out from Bombay, to take poirefllon*- 
of the place, upon the inoft frivolous pretences. > 
Uhc expedition failed, from the incapacitj of the 
perfon who was^intrufted with the condufl of it. 
It was refumed the next year. The befiegcd, 
emboldened by their firft fuccefs, and ftill more, 
perhaps, by an ancient tradition, whicli proinifcd 
them that their town would never be taken, de- 
fended thcinfclvcs for a confidcrable lime , but at 
length their %YaIls were earned by an affaulr 
During the whole fiege, the mother of the 
Nabob had not quitted her fon, braving along 
with him the ravages of the cannon and of the 
bombs They went out of the place together, 
when Jt was no longer tenable, and were purfued, 
Gof faid this heroic woman to the companion of 
her flight , Gc», attd feek an afytwn and fuccourt 
amon% your allies y J will regard ihe march of our 
eremw, and may perhaps ejeape them. Finding' 
hcrfcif afterwards too clolcly prcITcd, flic wa» 
feen to have rccourfc to that a£l fo common m 
Iiidoftan among the women who have kept their 
daggers flic plunged it into her heart, to avoid 
faUing into the bands of the enemy Herfon did 
not long furvivc her. ^ 

This Prince, before his cataftrophe.was obliged 
to give to the Marattas the fix tenths of h s re- 
venue, which did not exceed 1,680,000 livrcs •. 

A ''iriue of their being m pofllffion of 

Amed Abad, capital of the Guzarat, that thefe 

• • 90 mo) 


barba- 
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barbarians cxaSed this tribute. The Englifli not book. 
only refuted to fubmit to this humiliating tribute.^ ^ 
hat wanted alto to extend their rights over the 
,v/hoic province. Claims of fo oppofitc a;nalurc, 

Uid the foundations of difeord. All thefe troublest 
were appeared in 1776, by a treaty,, which regu- 
lated that the ancient ufurpers fliould prcfervc 
their conquefts, but that the new ones (hould ha>c 
the free poflcllion of Baroche, and that a terri- 
tory (hould be added to it's own,, the taxes upon 
which were to produce 720,000 livres *. 

The Rlarattas feemed then to be in a fituation 
which did not permit them to expeft fo favourable 
3.n arrangement. The union fubfifting between 
thefe pirates had never been (haken. This har* 
monyhad infured them a decided fqperiorityover, 
the other powers of Indoftan, which were perpe- 
tually agitated with domeftic feuds. .Their firft. 
duifions broke out in 1773. The brother and. 
the fon of their laft chict difputcd the empire,, 
and the divided fubjefts took part with tlic one. 
and the other, according to their refpedive in-., 
clinaiions or intcrefts. 

During the courfe of thefe civil wars, the 
Soubah of the Dccan regained the pofleflion of, 
the provinces which the calainliics of the limes 
had obliged him to abandon to thefe barbarians. 
t^dcr-Ali-Khan appropriated to himfelf that part . 
of their territory that was moft fuitable to him., 
ihe EnghlU thought the opportunity favourable.- 
for fei/tng upon Salfcttc, from whence the Ma-“ 
tatias had dnsen thePortuguefe in 1740. 

Ttie conquefl of this iiland was not focafily^ 
iccomphflicd as it had been cxpcdlcd. The cita- f!?' . - 
del of Tanab, in which all ips ftrcugth confided, sjifeae. 

Was defended with a degree of flJll and pcrfcvc-« 
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BOOK ranee unknown in' thefe regions. When it %vas 

, Uj- . fmnmoned to furrcnUec, the Governor, a man of 
ninety-two years of age, proudly anfwcrcd, I 
not fent here for that purpofe ; and he immediately 
doubled his exertions and his courage.*. It was 
not till after he had been Hain, and after his brave 
companions had fuflatned a very bloody afiault 
fincc his death, that the Britiflt troops entered the 
place on the aSth'Dcccmber 1774. ^ * 

Then it was only that the conqueror found him- 
felf inafter of a territory, which, though it be no 
more than twenty miles long, and fifteen broad, 
is one of the motl populous and ^moft fertile in 
Afu. In the center of it is the mountain of 
Keneri, full of large and deep excavations, all' 
oftliciii cut in the body of the rock. Thefe arc 
fo nuny pagodas, 'generally arranged in a line, 
but fomciimcs placed one above the other. They 
arc moil frequently ornamented with figures and 
inferiptions cut or engraved upon ftone. The 
fame fingularitics arc obfcrvablc in tlic Ifland of 
Klcphanis, bordering upon Salfcttc. , . 

^ Works of fo aftonilning a nature, have given 
rife ' to a multiplicity of fabulous account*. 
The common people think they were executed 
five hundred tboufaDd years ago, bv divinities of 
an inferior order. Some Bramins aferibe thenv to 
A!e.xandcr the Great, whom they dcliglu to ho- 
nour with every thing that appears to them above 
the natural powers of men. -We may rcafonably 
expeS, that the EiigUfii, to whom we arc indebt- 
ed for fo much inforiiiaVion rc^K^ling Afia, will 
ncglccl no on|>ortumty of being actiuainicd uitli 
the nature of thefe monuments, which arc capable 
®f knowing fo great a light upon the bifiory and 
religion of the Indies* They will the more cafily 
accomplifii this, « Salfcttc is only feparated from 
Bombay by a very narrow chajiacl. 


This 
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Tills iilanJ, which is little more than twcnty,B 0 0 K 
or fi\c and twenty miles in circumference, was, for , _ 
along lime, an objeft of general horror. No man Ocfcfjp- 
chofc to fettle upon a territory, fo unhealthy, 
to give rife to the proverb, 72>i.’r at Bombay a 
bfedidnet e\cccd t\vo moafiom* The countr) placci «•» pr^jent 
were then filled with bamboos anil cocoa-trees. 
itwas will] (linking tilh that the trees were dunged, 
and the coaftsw’crc corrupted with infectious fens. 

Thefe principles of dcftroclion, would undoubt- 
edly have difguflcd the Engliflt of their colonics, 
had they not been detained there by the bell Inar- 
bour in Indoftan, and the only one which, bclide 
that of Goa, is capable of receiving (liips of the 
line. So fingular an advant.agc'niadc them dc- 
firous of corrcdling the infalubriiy of the air, 

Wfhich was eafily done by laying the country open, 
and procuring a drain for the waters. Then the 
Inhabitants ot the neighbouring regions, attrafled 
hy the mildncfs of the government, rcforicd in 
multitudes to this fcttlemcnt. 7 , 

If we cad an eye upon the globe fince the ori- 
gin of hidory, we (hall fee men purfued by cala- 
mity, and fixing wherever they can be allowed to 
breathe. Is it not furprifing, that the univerfa- 
lity, and conftant appearance of this phxnomc- 
rion, has not yet taught the rulers^ of the earth, 
that the only way to prevent emigrations, is to 
make their fubjcfls enjoy a fituation mild enough 
to fix them in the country that gave them birth f 
It is computed, that there are at pretent at 
Bombay near one hundred thoufand inhabitants, 
feven or eight thoufand of whom arc faiiors : a 
few of. them are cmplojcd in maiiufafturcs of filk 
and cotton. As the larger productions could not 
profper upon a rock where the fod has very little 
depth, the attention ol the people has been turn- 
Voi.. 1. - G S . . 1 _ . - cd 
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b’o o k cd towards the cukivation of an excellent kind of 
^ onion, which, together with the filli that is dried 
^ there, IS advantageoufly fold, m the moft diftant 
markets. Ihcfc labours arc not carried on with 
that degree of indolence fo common under a 
burning Iky. Ihc Indian has Ihcwcd himfclf^ 
fufccptiblc of emulation, and his charaftcr has 
been in fame meafure changed, by the example 
of the indefatigable Perfees. The latter are not 
fifliermcn, and cultivators alone, Thcconllruc- 
tion, fitting out, and difpatching of fliips ; every 
thing m a word which concerns the road, or 
navigation, is intruRcd to their aftivity and in- 
duflry. 

Before the year 1759, the Ihips difpatchcd 
from Europe to the Red Sea, the Perhan Gulph* 
and the coad of Malabar, generally went to the 
coafts where they were to depofit their money 
and goods, and where they were to take in their 
frelh lading At that period, they all went and 
hopped at Bombay, where ^1 the mcrchandife 
from the neighbouring places is collefled without 
c^pcncc, fince the Company have been mvefted 
\vuh the dignity oP admiral to the great Mogul, 
and in conrcqucncc of this appointment have been 
obliged to maintam a confidcrablc maritime force 
in thefe latitudes. 

It was ncccITary that a llaple of this kind fliould 
bcwcll fupphed with docks, fliips, and merchants. 
Accordingly, the ifland foon poflelTcd itfclf of all 
the navigation, and great part of the trade of 
Surat, which the other neighbouring marls had 
before carried on m the Afiatic feas 

These -idvantagcs required to be fettled upon 
a firm footing. To effeft (his, the harbour, 
which IS the center of fo many tranfaflions, and 
where the fleets fent by Great Britain into the 
^ ^ Indian 
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Indian ocean arc to be repaired, has been fur-BO OSi 
rounded uiili fortiBcations:. ThcTc v»’orks arccon- 
jlruclcd with folidity, and have bo other defect, 
h is faid, than that of bting too cxtcnfivc. They 
arc defended by twelve hundred Europeans, and 
i much greater number of jVfiaiic troops. 

I ^ ^773* the revenue of Bombay, and all it's 
dependences, amounted to 13,607,212 lirres, 

^lofols*, and the expcnccsto 12,711, 150 livrcif. 
liie dale of ihcfc numerous colonies has been 
certainly impro\cd fmcc il»at period j but we 
cannot afeertain the amount of ihcfc iropro\c- 


Tac ponefliens of the EngUlh and thchbrattas^|*cfi« 
tn the Malabar coaft, arc too much intermixed 
their intcrerts too contrary; and theirebims tootiei.atUis 
exicnfuc, no: to make it certain, that, fooncr 
jitcr, ihcfc two po'.;cf3 wUl be at variance. ^ It isrhel>{* 
impodiblc to determine uhich of them \wU bet-** 
Conqueror: this cxcr.t will depend upon the cir* 
cumlUnces tlicy d.all happen to be in at the time, 
upon the alliances they may have formed, ai.d 
principally upon the lUtcfmcii who fcall dired 
thtir poluical mcafurcs, and upiin the generals 
'*ho Ihall have the command of their arntici* 
bet u» fee whether traiiquilUty be more firmly 
cAabliDicd on the coaft of Coromandel and Orlxa, 

>hicU extend frem Cape Comorin to ibc Ganges. 

OirL.t.xArii£aft and htRoruns .»lvra)s confer 
thefe uvo countries, bordering on each oti.cr, a» 
d>llit>vl, and a* mlrabited by pcojlc who have no 
tefc.nblaticr, either in thclx roanoerj cr tisc.r cc:.. ^ 

"Ibry a^fo diJcr in if.rir Lcgoa^c. 'I hole of 
Ortxa h^Tc au nito n of iheir wh.Ic their 

nci^hUmri generally 4<-ak l.'C M.Ubar scjgoc. 
aa (i.e C^mmctcc iu both is t early the la'ur, 

• ♦!. ♦ 1*1 1^ 
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b'o o Kand carried on in the fame manner, we ihall 
***• prchcml them both under the fingle name of Co- 
' — roinandch The two coaJls refcmblc each other 
in other rcfpc£fcs. In both of them the heats arc 
cxceflivc; but, from the bcginnmg of 
the middle of Oftober, the fea-breezes,^ which 
blow from ten o'clock in the morning 'till near 
ten at night, render the climate fupportablc. It 
is ftill more refrefticd in the month of ^ July, and 
cfpccially in November, by the raids^, which may 
be called inceflant. ^ <, 

This immenfe fliore is covered^ for the fpace 
of'about a mile, with a fand cntirelyi* barren, 
againft which the waves of the, Indian ocean 
break with violence, Pormcrly, none' but ca- 
noes, made with planks, very fliglnly put toge- 
ther, and, as it were, only town with kayar, land- 
ed on this fpot. The firft Europeans who came 
to thefc fliorcs, were dcfirous of landing there 
with larger and ftrongcr built vcficls. Repeated 
misfortunes foon cured them of their prefumption. 
They found, in ptocefs of time, that nothing wa;, 
more rcafonable than to conform to a practice, 
which had at firft appeared to them, fit only to 
be followed by an ignorant and unexperienced 
people. 

THsnE were many rcafons which at firfl: occa* 
fioncd this country to be ncglcdcd by the Euro- 
pe's who came to India. It was feparated by 
iuacccfliblc mountains from Malabar, where thefc 
. bold navigator# cndcaiourctl to fettle thcmfclvc#.' 
, Spices and aromatics, which were the principal 
objefls of ilicir attention, were not to be found 
f.br«v Jn a ivan), chtl ftac/ frjnrff.cvi 

from it tranquillity, fccurity, and induftry. 

At that period, the empire of Bifnagar, to' 
which this vafl country was fubjcii, was falling 
• - to 
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to ruin. The fitft monatchs of that illuflriousB O o K 
%ite owed their power to their abilities. They . 
headed their armies in war; in peace, they di- 
rected their councils, vifited their provinces, and 
adminiftcred judicc. ‘ Profperity corrupted them. 

degrees, they contracted, the habit of with- 
drawing thcmfclves from the fight of their people, 
and of leaving the cares of government to their 
generals and minifiers. ’ This condaft paved the 
way for their ruin. The governors of ^^fapour, 
tlic^ Carnatic, Golconda, and Oriiwa, threw off 
their dependence, and affumed the title of kings. 

Tliofc of Madura, Tanjorc, Myforc, GIngi, and 
feme others, likewife ufurped the fovereign au- 
thoriiy, but retained their ancient title of Naick. 

This great revolution had jull happened when 
the Europeans appeared upon the coaft of Coro- 
tnandcl. * ‘ 

The foreign trade was at that time inconfide- 
tablc^: it confided only of diamonds from Gol- 
conda, which were carried to Calicut and Surat, 

Jind from thence to Ormus or Suez, from whence 
*hcy were circulated through Europe and Afia. 
Maffulipatan, the richcll and moll populous city 
In ihcfc countries, was the only market that was 
known for linens ; they were purchafed at a great 
fiir annually holdcn there by the Arabian and 
Malayan \cflcls that frcQUcntcJ that bay, and by 
caravans that arrived from diftanc pans, ihe 
hnens were exported to the fame places as the 
diamonds. 

'I’he tafle for the inanufafltircs of Coromand^cl, 
which began to prevail here, infpi'cd all the Eu*jhcH<.n>- 
to; can nations trading to the Imiian feat with the 
rcfoluilon of forming fcttlcment* there. ’IheyJ^,;,,^.^ 
were not J.fcouragcJ either by the d'incLl:v'i’f..ntf#c. 
caatevir* g*odt lto«J the intinJ pint of 

eountiy. 
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BOO K country, where there was no navigable riverV^T 
the total want of harbours, where the fea, at one 
coaft^Ia fcafon'.of the year, is not navigable ; by the bar- 
thc extent rennefs of the coafts, for the moItpartuncultU 
&3"jj'vatcd and uninhabited j nor by the tyranny and 
fluduating ftatc of the government. ^ They thought 
that induOry would come rhcrc' in quefl of mo- 
ney; that Pegu would furnifli timber for build- 
ing, and Bengal corn for fubnftcncej that a prof- 
perous voyage of nine months would be more 
than fufficicnt lo complete their ladings; and that, 
by fortifying ihemfclvcs, they fhould be fecurc 
againit the attacks of the weak tyrants 'that op- 
prefled thefe countries. * t ' ' 

' The firft colonics were cftabliflicd near the fca- 
Ihore. Some of them' obtained a fcttlemcnt by 
force : mod ot them were formed with the con- 
fent of the forcrelgns, and all were confined to a 
very narrow trad of land. The boundaries of 
each 'were marked out 'by a hedge of thorny 
plants, which'w'as their only defence. In procefs 
of time, fortifications were raifed ; and the fecu- 
rity derived front thent^ added to the lenity of the 
goternment, foon increafed the number of colo- 
^ mils. The fplcndour and independence of ihcle 
fetticments frequently excited the jcaloufy^of the 
princes in whole dominions they were lonncd; 
but their attempts to dcmolifli them proved abor- 
tive. Each colony increafed in profperity, in pro* 
portion to the riches and the wifdom of the na- 
tion that had founded it. 

^ None of the companies that csercifcd an ex- 
clu nc privilege beyond the Cape of Good Hope, 
Had any concern in the trade of diamonds; which 
_ was aluays left to private merchants, and by dc- 
gfccs fell intlrcly into the hands of the Lnglilh, 
or the Jews. and Armenians that lived under ihcir 

' proteflion. 



. , the east, and west indies. ■ • ■ 

protedion. Atprcfent, this grand objcft oC lux* B 
ury and indullry is much reduced. The rcvplu- 
lions that have happened in Indoftan, havc^ pre- 
sented people from reforting to thefe rich mines 5 
and the anarchy into which this unhappy country 
U plunged, lca\cs no room to hope that they will 
he again attended to. The whole of the coni- 
ihercial operations on the coaft of Coromandel is 
confined to the purchafe of cottons. 

The manufafturing of the white cottons bought 
there, differs *fo )itllc from that of our^s, that ^it 
>\ould be neither intereftmg nor inftruftiveto en- 
ter into a minute defeription of it. lhe. proccfs 
ufed in making their printed cottons, which was 
at firft fervilcly followed m Europe, has fipce been 
rendered more funplc, and, brought to- greater 
pcrfc^lion, by our manufactures. The pamted 
cottons, which arc hkewife bought there, we have 
not yet attempted to/nniiatc. Thofe.who, ima^ 
ginc we have been prevented from undertaking 
this branch of induflry, merely by the high price 
of labour among us, arc miftakcn. Nature Jias 
not gnen us the materials nccefiary for the cogi- 
pofition of ihofc bright and indelible colours, 
which conllitiuc the principal merit of the Indian 
manufaflures } nor has flic fiirniflicd us with the 
waters that arc of ufe'to work them up pro- 

perly* , ; . 

. The Indians do not univcrfally obferve the fame 
method In painting their cottons ; either becaufc 
there are feme niceties pcculiar,to'9crtain pro- 
vinces, or bccaufe dUferent foils produce difierenj 
drugs for the fame ufes. - , t ■> 

j We Ihould tire the, patience of our readers, 
were we to trace the flow and painful progrefi of 
the Indians m the art of painting their cottons. , It 
is natural to .believe that they Jiaye dtrued it 
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BOO Kfrom their antiquity, rather than from the fertility 
^ “H L of their genius. The circumflancc that feems 
'“TyT^to authorjae this conjefture is, that they have 
flopped in their improvements, and have not ad-- 
vanced a fmglc ftep in the arts for many ages j 
whereas v-chavc proceeded with amazing rapidity, 
and_vicw, with an emulation full of confidence, 
the immenfc fpacc that ftill lies between^ us and ^ 
the goal. Indeed, were we to confidcr only the > 
Tvant of invention in the Indians, we ftiould be 
tempted to bclic\c that, from time immemorial, 
they had received the arts they cultivate from 
fqmc more induftrious nation : but when it is re- j 
membered that thefe arts arc entirely dependent 
on the materials, gums, colours, and produftions - 
of India, we cannot but, be convinced that they 
are names of that country. 

It may appear fomewhat furprifing that cottons 
painted with all colours (hould be fold at fo mode- . 
rate a price, that they arealmofl as cheap as thofe 
which have only two or three. But it mufl. be 
obferved that the merchants of the country fell to 
all the companies, a. large quantity of cottons at ^ 
a time ; and that the demand for cottons painted 
with various colours makes but a fmall article' in 
their aiTortmcnts, as they arc not much eflccmcd 
ill Europe. 

Though cottons of all forts be In foinc degree 
manufaflured throughout the whole country of - 
Indoftan, which extends from Cape Comorin to 
the banks of the Ganges j it is obfervable, that 
the fine forts are made in the caAcrn part, the 
common ones in the center, and the eqarfe ones 
in the mofl weflcrn diflrifls. Manufadlures arc 
cftab|ifhcd m the European colonics, and upon 
**].^ coafl: they arc more frequent at the difianre 
of five or fix leagues from the fca, where coiton is 
- more 
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more cultivated, and provilions arc cheaper. The book 
purchafes made there are carried thirty or Forty , 
leagues further into the country. The Indian 
merchants fettled in our fa^ories have always the 
management of this bufinefs. 

. The quantity and quality of the goods wanted 
are fettled with tfaefe people : the price is fixed 
according to the patterns; and, at the time the^ 
contra^ is made, a third or a fourth part of the 
money agreed for is advanced. This arrangement _ 
is owen to the nccefiaty thefe merchants thcnifelves 
he under, of advancing money to the workmen 
hythe many partners or agents who are 'difperfed 
throughout the. whole country; by their being 
obliged to keep a watchful eye upon them, for ' 
the fake of fccuring the produce of thefe manu- 
faftuTcs 5 and to dtminilh the quantity graduall)*, 
l^y withdrawing from the maoufaclurcs cyerj’ 
piece that is finilhed. Without thefe precautions, • 
the Europeans would never receive what they re- 
quire. The weavers, indeed, fabricate for their 
own profit whatever is ufed in home confumptlon. 

Thefe undertakings^ which require only a fmall 
capital, and a capital too which returns every 
week, arc fcldom beyond the reach of the grcatcll 
number of them ; but few of them have means 
fufficient, without being alllflcd, to work ibe fine 
linens deflined for cxportaiion; and thofe who 
♦ had it in their power would not do it, from a 
wclhgroundcJ apprclicnfion of the cxafliODS that ‘ 
arc too common under a government fo oppref- 
fxvc. 

The companies that ba\c cuher capitals cr 
good management condamly keep the flock of 
one year m advance In their fcttlcmcnis. Dy this 
method they arc furc of having the quantity of 
goods they have occafion fur, and of tli« quality ' 

1 ihe/ 
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Ktheychufc, at the moil convenient ‘ time : not to 
mention that their workmen, and their merchants, 
who arc kept in conftant employment, never leave 
them. . ' I ’ 

' Those nations that want money and creditcan- 
not begin their mercantile operations till the ar- 
rival of their thips. They have only five or fix 
months at moft, to execute the orders fent from 
Europe, The goods are manufaflured and exa- 
mined in haftej and they arc even, obliged to take 
fuch as are known to be bad, and.w'ould be re- 
jeQcd at any other time. The ncceffity they arc 
under of completing their cargoes, and filling out 
their vclTcls before the hurricanes come on, allow 
no time for nicety of infpcdion. 

It would be a miftake to imagine that, the 
country agents could be prevailed upon .to order 
goods to be made on their account, in hopes of 
fclUng them with a rcafonablc advantage to the 
company, in whofc fcrvicc they arc engaged. Fo^ 
bcfidcs that the generality of them arc not rich 
enough to embark in fo large an undertaking, 
they would not be certain of finding their account 
in it. If the company that employ them fhould be 
prevented, by unforcleen accidents, from fending 
the ufual number of fliips, thefe merchants would 
have no vent for ihcir commodities. The In- 
dians, die form of whofc drefs requires different 
breadths and lengths from thofc of the cottons 
fabricated for our ufe, would notpurchafe them; 
and the other European companies would be pro- 
vided, or certain of being provided with ubal- 
ever the extent of their trade required, and their 
money enabled them to purchafe*. The plan of 
procuring loans, which was contrived to remedy 
this inconvenience, never has been, or can be 
ufcfuh 
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It has been a cuflom, time immemorial, ins 
fodoftqn, for every citizen who borrows money to 
give a written inUrumcnt to his creditor- This 
deed is of no force in a court of judicature, unlefs 
it be figned by three witnefles, and,bear the day 
of the month, and the year when it was made, 
with the rate of intereft agreed upon by'thc par- 
ties. If the horrower {hould fail lo fulfil his en- 
gagements, he may be arrefted by the lender him- 
fclf. He is never imprifoned, bccaufe there Is no 
fear of his making his cfcape. He would not even 
eat without obtaining leave of his creditor. , 

Thb Indians make a threefold divifion of int ^ 
tereft ; one of which is fin, another neither fin 
nor virtue, and a third virtue ; this is their mode 
of exprefiion. The intereft that is fin is four per 
cent, a month; and the lotereft that is neither fin 
nor virtue, is two ; the imereft that is virtue, one. 
The laft is, in ibcir opinion, an afl of beneficence 
that only belongs to the rooft heroic minds. 
Yet though the Europeans who arc forced to 
borrow meet with this treatment, U is plain they 
cannot avail themfeives cf the indulgence with- 
out involving themfehes in ruin. 

Tng foreign trade of Corpjnandcl is not in the 
hands of the natives. In the weftern part, indeed, 
there arc Mohammedans, known by,the name of 
Chalias, wlro, at Naour and Porto-Nuovo, fend 
out Ihtps to Achen, Merguy, Siam, and the 
caftern coaft. Bcfidc vcficis of confiderablc bur- 
den employed in tbefe^oyages, they have fmaller 
embarkations for the coafting trade, for Ceylon, 
and the pearl fithcry. The Indians of Maffull- 
palan turn their attention another way. They 
import white callicocs from Bengal, which they 
dye or print, and fell them again at the phccs 
from whence they had them at tlnrty-fnc orforty 
percent, advantage. . KseerT- 
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BOOK ’ Excepting thcfetranfaftions, whicharcofver^ 

. . little confequence, the whole trade is vefted in the 

Europeans, who have no partners but a few 
Banians and Armenians fettled in their colonies. 
The 'quantity of callicCes exported from Coro- 
mandel to the different fca-ports in India, may 
be computed at three thoufand fiv c hundred bales. 
Of thefe 'the French carry eight hundred to Ma- 
labar, Mocha, and the iflc of France j the Eng- 
lifli twelve hundred to Bombay, Malabar, Su- 
matra, and the Philippine Iflands 5 and the Dutch 
fifteen hundred to their fevcral fettlcmcnts. Ex- 
cept five hundred bales deftined for Manilla, each 
of the value of 2,400 livres *, the others arc of 
fo ordinary a kind that they do ,not exceed 720 
iivresf at prime coft: fo that the whole number 
of three thoufand five hundred bales does not 
-amount to more than 3,360,000 livres ^ 

Coromandel furmlhes Europe uiihnine thou- 
fand five hundred bales; eight hundred of which 
arc brought by the Danes; two thoufand five 
hundred by the French; three thoufand by the 
Englifti; and three thoufand two hundred by the 
Dutch. A confidcrablc part of ihefc callicoes is 
dyed blue, or ilnped wuh red and blue for the 
African trade. The others arc fine muflins, 
printed calHcocs, and handkerchiefs from Maffu- 
llpatan, or Palicatc. It is proved by experience, 
that onewuh another, each bale, in the nine liiou- 
fand fi\c hundred, coils only 960 hvrcsH, confe- 
qucntly they ought to bring itv to the manufac- 
tory where they arc wrought 8,160,000 livrcs§. 

. payments arc not entirely made in fpccle 
cither in Europe or Afia; vve give ui exchange 
woollen cloths, iron, lead, copper, coral, and 


• locj. 
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fomc , other ankles of Icfs value. On the others o O K 
hand, Afia pays with fpiccs, rice, fugar, corn, and , 
dates. All thefe articles taken together, may - 
amount to’ 4,800,000 Uvres *. From this cal- 
culation it follows, that Coromandel, receives 
6,720,000 liv res I in money. 

The Englifli, who have acquired the fame fu- PoffciHoai 
periority upon this coaft'that they have clfcwhcr,^e, 
have formed on it fcvcral fctilcmcnts.^ Tb*e firftthecoaft 
that prefents itfcif, is’ DcvUcottah. It was Colo-^^S* 
ncl Lawrence who firft'feizcd upon it 'jn 1749.^ 

Some political confidcrations determined the king, 
of Tanjorc to give up what bad been taken ironi 
him, and to add to it a territory of three milcs^ 

In circumference. Tn 1758, the place paffed under 
the dominion of the French, but foon after re- 
turned, without fortifications, under that of it’s^ 
firft conquerors. They ilaitcrcd thcmrclvcs^that 
they Ihould make an important poll of itt* It 
was an opinion almofl: gcnerallj^ received, thac^ 
the river Colram, which walhcs it’s walls, might 
he put iT\a condition to receive large ^Ihips. The' 
coaft of Coromandel would not then have been 
without a harbour} and the nation in pofTclfion 
of the only road that could be found there, would 
lu\c had a powerful advantage, both with re- 
fpeft to war and commerce, of which it’s rival, 
nations would have been deprived. Some un- 
forefeen obCiaclcs mufl have rendered this pro]c£t. 
tmpra£licablc, fincc the poll has been abandoned,^ 
and farmed out for a rent of forty-five, or fifty 
ihoufand livres 

In 1686, the Enghih purchafed Cudalorc, witK' 
a territory extending eight priks along the.coafi:,^ 
and four miles into the interior part'of the country. 

* »c«,oool. + aSo.oooI. * 

X From i.S-sI. to a,oS^l. 6t. Si. 
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BOO KThis acquifition,- which they obtained of an In- 
, dian prinCe for the funi of 

confirmed to them by the Moguls, who foon-aftcr 
made themfelves mailers of the Carnatic. ' Gon« 
fidering- afterwards, that the fortrefs, which they 
foQnd ready built, wa» more than a mile from the^ 
fea, and that the reinforcements deftined. 
might be* intercepted } they built fort St. David 
within cannon-fhot of it,'at the mouth of a river, 
and on the verge of the Indian- ocean. Since’ 
that time, three hamlets have been erefted, which, 
with the town and fortrefs, are computed to con- 
tain fixty thoufand fouls. •I.'hcir employment is 
dying blue, or painting the cottons‘'thac‘con 30 
from the inland parts of the country, and manu- 
fafturing the fineft dimities in the world, to the 
amount of 1,500,000 Uvrc8|. The plundering 
of this fcttlement by the French in 1758, and the- 
dcmoliihing of It's fortifications, have done it no 
lafting injury. It’s fpirit feems rathcr-incrcafcd,* 
though St. David has not been rebuilt^ and^ Cu- 
dalorc is only put'hito a condition of making a 
tolerable rcfifiaucc. A revenue of 144,000 ^ 

defrays all the cxpenccs of thfs fcttlement. Maf- 
fullpatan atfords advantages of another kind. 

' This town, which is fituated at the mouth of 
the Cnfi'ma, ferves as a harbour for the provinces 
that formerly confiituicd the kingdom ' of Gol* 
conda, and for other comurics with which it keeps 
up an cafy intcrcourfc, by the means of excellent 
roads, and by the help of a river. It was ancient- 
ly the mod a£ti>c, mod populous, and richeft 
market in Indortan. The great fcttlcmcius fuc- 
ccflivcly formed by the Europeans on the coad of 
Coromandel, made u lofc much of it’s coulc- 
qucncc. The French imagined that tliey could 
• It*. ' + Sa.jcsl. X 
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rcftorc it to fome df it*s former fplcndour, andn o o K 
made tUcmfcIvcs mailers of it , in *1750. Nine . 

}cars after, it palled from their hands'into thofc 
of the Englini, who arc flill mpofleffion of it. 

These tail fovcrcigns have not fuccccdcd, nor ' 

'fill they ever fuccecd, in bringing Rlaflulipatan. 
to the date in which it was in vcryancicnt times: 
hut their efforts have not been entirely thrown 
away. As the plants which arc ufed for dying 
the linens, arc more plentiful, and of better qua- 
ihy, on this territory than in any other part, fome 
of the manufa£lurcs have been revived, and others 
extended. This acquifuion, however, will aU 
be of Icfs advantage to the Englifli, from 
the goods they will purchafe there, than from 
thofc which they may fcjl. From time imme- 
morial; the people from the inland country ufed 
to come in caravans to provide thcmfclves with- 
falt upon this coaft. At prefent they refort to it^ 
from a more conlldcrablc dlflauce, and in greater 
numbers than ever; and carry back with them, 
along with this article of abfolute neccffiiy, many 
"oollcn goods, and feveral other works of Euro- 
pean manufa^ure. Tliis circulation, which haS 
added confidcrably to the cuftoms, will neceffarily 
incrcafc, unlefs it fliould be put a flop to by any 
of. thofc revolutions which fo frequently, and fo 
. dreadfully, change the face of this rich part of 
the globe. ' , 

- Great Britain alfo poOefies upon thiscoaft 
the provinces of Candavir, of Moutafanagar, of 
Elur, of Rajainandry, and Chicacol, which ex- 
tend fix hundred miles along the coali, and which 
from thirty to ninety miles up the country. 

The. French,, who had obtained the ccJTion of 
them during the ihort term of their profperity, 
lofl them at llu. period of their imprudences and 
' " their 
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thcir misfortunes. Tlicy b?camc again, though 
for a little time, part of thc-Soubahlhip of the 
Decan, from which they had been feparated, as 
it were, by force. In 1766, it became nccclfary 
to cede them to the Englifii, whofc infaiiable am- 
^bition was fupported by intrigues artfully^ con- 
duced, and by formidable forces. • The colonics 
•wllich the rival* nations had formed in this great 
fpacc, were unmolefted : but Vizagapatam, and 
the other faCorics of the ruling people, acquired 
frelh aCivity; and the number of them was in- 

creafed. The country emerged a little from that 
Hate of anarchy, into which it had been plunged 
by a fcrics of petty tyrants.. ‘It yields a' re- 
venue of 9,000,000 ‘of livrcs*, of which only 
3^02 5,000 livrcs + arc given to the Indian Prince, 
who has been dripped- of it. '• The exports from 
hence arc at prefent five times more' confidcrablc 
j than they were ten years a^o. - ' ' ' » 

The quantity of labour mcrcafes in proportion 
as the Zemindars, who werc^ originally nothing 
more than farmers, arc*^ deprived of ‘the abfolutc 
authority they had 'ufurped during the commo- 
tions of their country, inTroportion as they are 
reduced to an impoflibility of making war againd 
each other; and in proportion- as the diltrlSs 
fubmitted to their' jurifdiftion, arc freed. from 
their opprcfTion.' *Tbc profperily would be more 
rapid and brilliant, if the Englifli .government 
would preferve an immenfc trafi of land from the 
inundations of the Chriftina and the Guadavery, 
with which it is overflowed fix monthsdn the 
'year; if thefe waters were prudently, diftribuied 

for the purpofc of watering the- country; and if 
thefe two fireams were’ united by a navigable 
canal.' The ancient Indians had an idea of thefe 
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labours j and perhaps they were begun. At IcaftB op K 
they arc thought by men of undcrftanding to 
^cry practicable, and attended wltli iillle ex- 
pence. V r 

' But how vain would be. the hopes of fuch an 

ienproNcment ? We are not afraid of being ac- 
cused of injufticc, in fufpeftiug that the Company 
is much more engaged with the thoughts of ac- 
^uifing Orixa, a province which extends along the 
borders of the Tea, from their poflcflions in Gol- 
conda, to the banks of«thc Ganges, which arc 
equally fubjeft to them. ^ 

\' Before the year 173d, this country made part 
of Bengal. At this period the hlarattas took 
poITcffion of it, and ftill maintain thcmfelvcs in 
Jt. I They left the European faaorics undifturbed, 
and fettled in the inland parts, ^aagapour is 
their capital. Their military force confifts ot 
forty thoufand horfe. Their people arc chiefly 
employed in fpinnlng cotton, which they go and 
fell upon the coaft.. So great a difmemberraent 
of the rich empire they have conquered m tms 
part of the globe, is difplcafmg to the Engldh, 
and their ambition is to unite it to their do- 
minions. 

However, this may be, the goods bought, or 
•fabricated in the fctllcmcnts formed by this nation 
• between Cape Comorin and the Ganges, are all 
. collcftcd at Madrafs. 

' > This town waabuilt more than a century ago 
by Wilham. Langhornc, m the counuy of Arcot, 
and by the fca-fuJe. As he placed it in the midtt 
'of afandytraft, altogether dry, and where there 
was no water fit for drinking, but what was fetch- 
ed from the diflance of more than a mile, people 
, were .curious to knov^ what rcafons could 
determined him to make fo bad a choice. ^ His 
V^i.. I. ■ Hh. ' friends 
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Kfriciids pretended that Iu$ view \Va» to drawlhW 

_^lhcr all the trade of St. Thonus, which has,ac- 
tually been the confcqucnce, while his cncinici 
imputed it to a defire of continuing in the neigh- 
bourhood of*a mifircls he had in thatrortuguefe 
colony. , - ‘ , I 

Maojias is divided into the White iTown and 
the Black. Town i the firfi of thefe, jnorc known 
in Europe by the name of Fort St. George,: is in- 
habited only by the Engliih. Foe a long^ time 
had only a few fortifications, and thofc very bad; 
but fome confiderable works have lately been 
added. The Black Town^ wliich was fornicrlyf 
quite open, has been furrounded, fince the year 
1767, with a ftroug wall, and a ditch filled with 
water. This precaution, joined to the ruin -of 
Pondicherry, has collefled three, hundred thour 
fand men, Jews, Armenians, Moors, and Indians,, 
on this fpot. , > \T>^ 

'•At the diftance.of a mile from this fcitlejncnt* 
is Chepauk, wherc-tlic court of the Nabob of 
Arcot is fixed, rmca- 17(19. : ’ ♦ •• 

_ The territory of Madras was formerly nothing : 
atprcfcm, it extends fifiy,milcs weft, fiftyi miles 
north, and fifty miles fouth. In this large fpacc, 
there arc confiderable. manufaSurcs, which arc 
conftantly incrcafing,'and various kinds of cuUi-- 
Vaiion, which are becoming more Ilouriftiing cv cry. 
day. Thefe diifcrcnt branches of induftry keep^ 
one hundred thoulaodpcrfonsi employed. . J 
These concefiions were the reward of a plati 
which the Enghfli had formed ..of beftowing the 
Carnatic on Mohammed-Ah-Kban, of the battlesj 
they had fought to maintain 3 him in the poft-to 
which they had raifed him, and of the. good .for- . 
tunc they had to deftroy the powei of the French*.* 
ever ready to countcraG their mcafurcs^ t, ! 

• Tas 
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Tasifortunatc Nabob foon reaped the fruits of B o o K. 
bis gratitude. His protcflors, for their intereft . 

^ ^^cU as his, undertook to enlarge the bounds 
ofshis authority and of his dominions. Before 
the Mogul government had degenerated into 
^archy, fcvcral Indian and Moonfli princes ufed 
to fend their tributes to the Carnatic, from whence 
they w ere to be conveyed to the treafury of the 
empire. Since all the fprings of government were 
relaxed, this double obligation was no longer ful- 
filled. The Enghfh confirmed the independence, 
of the country, which they confidered as their 
own r but they infilled, that the provinces which 
had been fabordinatc to that part of the couniiy, 
fhould, continue in their former fubjcflion. The 
weakeft of, them. complied} others more power- 
ful* \cntur^d to refill but they were fubdued. 

These- circumllanccs* combined, have given 
Mohammcd.Al\.Khan a very cxtcnfive dominion, 
and a revenue of 31,500,000 hvres •. He gives 
up but nine 'millions f of'thisto the Enghfii, who 
arc obliged to defend his.fortrclTes and his dorai- 
oions y fo that there remain 22,500,000 hvres J 
for his pcrfonal cspcnccs, and the fupport of bis 
civil government. , ' 

TiiE-Enghlh Company had valuable poircffions 
on the ^coaft of Coromandel, eighteen thoufand 
Sipabis ^wcll difciphncd, and three thoufand five 
hundred white troops., Thcydifpofcd at plcafurc 
of, all the forces of the Carnatic. The only Eu- 
ropean nation, that could have given them um* 
brage, was! fubdued. They feemed therefore 
confirmed in, the peaceful enjoyment- of fo many 
advantages, ’when, mayfiy, they were attacked 
by Hyder-Ah-Khan, a foldier of fortune, who, 
after he had learnt the military art from the’ 

H h a French, 
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BOO KFrcnch, had made great connucfls, and become 
^ , inaftcr of Myrorc* 'fhU daring and aftivc ad* 

. venturer, at the head of a better army than had 
ever been commanded by an Indian general, en- 
tered boldly into the countries which Britifh >a- 
lour was bound to defend. The war became a 
■war of flratagcm, as this artful commander wi(h« 
cd it to be. Experience having taught him to 
fear the attacks of the infantry and artillery cm* 
ployed againfl him, he declined, as much as pof- 
fible, any regular a£tion, and contented himfclf 
witli hovering about the enemy, harafilng themi 
carrying off their forragers, and intercepting their 
provifions, while his cavalry was employed in ra- 
■waging the country, plundering the provinces, and 
, fpreadmg defolation as far as to the gates of Ma« 
dras. Thefe calamities made the Englifli' dc* 
firous of an accommodation, which they obtain*, 
cd, after a dedruAhe, and not very bonourable 
war, of two years. 

Since that period, the views of the Company 
have been to prevent Uyder>AJi'Ehan, the Ma* 
raltas, and the Soobah of the Decan, the three 
chief powers of the pcnmfola, from making any 
conquefls, or forming any clofc conneSion with 
each other. While they fuccccd in this political 
^ fydem, they will preferve therf fuperiority on the 
coad of Coromandel r but they will' be obliged 
to increafe their revenue, which, in lyjS* ^1^ 
not exceed 24,196,680 Hvres*’ j or they muft di- 
nunilh their cxpcnces, which, at the fame period, 
mounted to 36,397,5S5 hvresf. It will only 
u change has been accomplinicd, that 

they will be in a condition circftually to prpteft 
their fcttlemcnts at Sumatra. ' ' 


• I>ce9,t9^. If. l,g 85 ,S 55 l. 

“ ‘ ^ Aj.thooo» 
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Alti^ougit the I road of this very extcnfi'veB <7 o ic 
*»fland, had been frequented by the EngUfli, ever _ ^ 

hnee their arrhal Jn India, it was not till i688Engiifli 
that the ifland received a colony of thefe people, fettiment 
Ihc navigators difpatchcd to Madras, had orders 
to fix the faftory at Indapoura, the part of the Sumatra, 
country moft abounding in gold ; but chance de- 
cided the matter oihenvife : the winds having 
driven the fhips to Bcncoolcn, it was thought 
^roper^to fix there. 

Thb two nations made their exchanges at firft 
v.ith a great deal of frapknefs and confidence t 
hut this harmony did not fubfift long. The 
sgents of the Company foon gave tbemfclves up 
to that fpirit of rapine and tyranny, which the 
Europeans fo univcrfally carry into Afia. Clouds 
of dilcontcnt began to arifc between thena and 
the natives, uhich were gradually collected into a 
norm, 'ihc animofiiy was already at it*s height, 

■when the foundation* of a forircfs were feen riling * 
out of the ground, at ihcdillancc of two leagues 
from the city. At this fight, the inhabitants of 
Bcncoolcn took up arms, and were joined by all 
the country. '1 he magazines were burnt, and the 
Bnghlh obliged to embark with precipitation, 

^heir banifliincnt was not of long continuance. 

They were recalled } and derived from their dif- 
uftcr the advantage of being allowed to finilh 
dtc confiniflion of Fort Marlborough without 
oppofiiion, . - >5 

‘ Tiipia tranquillity was no more diQurbcd till 
*759* At this period, the French took the fore, 
and dcllroycd it, together with all the avil and 
military edifices, 1 he booty was very inconfi- 
dcrablc, bccaufc every thing of value had been 
removed in time. Even bclorc the conclufion of 
hollihtics, the Enghlh regained potTciTon ol this 
, . plicc ; 
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BOOKplaccj but they d$d not rcinftatc the works, ‘fort 
Marlborough then (hook ofF the dependence «t 
hitherto been under to Madras, and conui* 
tuted a dirc£kion of it*s own.' 

The Chinefe, the Malays, and the flaves brought 
from the Mozambique, form the population or 
the Englifh fettlement, which is defended by four 
'hundred Europeans and fomc Sipahis.’ Ail the* 
trade carried on there, belongs to the free mer- 
chants, except that of pepper. * The Company 
draw from thence annually fifteen hundred tons 
ot it, which they get at an cxccflivc low rate. 
Half of this produce is conveyed to Great Bri- 
tain by a finglc fhip; the reft is 'put oU board 
two vcftcls fent from Europe, and'which carry it 
to China, where It is difpofed of to advantage. 
In 1773,* the revenue or this faftory arofe to 
4,982,895 Uvres *, and it's ^xpenccs were 
3,165,480 livres f. ' 

This colony was not thought fufficicntly ufc- 
tipon”ia- ^ul ; accordingly, it was to have been abandoned, 
lamban- but not 'till after the fuccefs of a great projeft 
f“J^®‘’'that was meditated. The EngHfii had for a long 
fromihat time wilhcd for a poflclBon that might become a 
iOand ftaple, where the mcrchandifc and provifions of 
China, and of the Oriental iflands, might be ex- 
changed for the provifions and mcrchandifc of 
Indollan and Europe. Their plan was to make it 
the moft confiderable mart in Afia. The illand 
of Balambangan, fituated at the northern point 
of Borneo, appeared to them calculated to anfwer 
their purpofej and the king of Solor’ refigned it 
to them in 1766. The next year, they planted 
their flag there} but it was ‘not till 1772, that 
, they formed their fettlement.' Some clerks, three 
hundred white or black foldiers, one fliip, and 

•• i». Cdy," *■ * ’+ lu.SpjI. 
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BOO KCaucafus, penetrates into India, acrofs the moun* 

. frontier. This river, after having 

formed in it*s courfc a great number of large, 
fertile, and well peopled iflands, difeharges itfclf 
into the fca, by-fcvcral mouths, of which only 
two arc known and frequented. ' ’ 

Towards the fource of this river, was formerly 
a city called Pahbothra. U*s antiquity was fo 
great, that Diddorus Siculus makes no fcruplc of 
afluring us that h was built by that Hercules, to 
whom the Greeks afcribcd all the. great and fur- 
prifing aflions that had been performed in the 
world. Jn Pliny’s time, ii*s opulence was cele- 
brated through the whole univerfe; and it was 
looked'upon as the general mart for the people 
•inhabiting both fidcs of the river that walhcd it's 
walh.' 

The hiftory of the revolutions that have hap- 
pened in Bengal, is intermitted with fo many 
iablca, that it does not deferve our attention. All 
we can difeover, is, that the extent of this em- 
pire has been fomctiines greater and fometimes 
Icfs ; that it has had fortunate and unfortunate 
}«nods ; and that it has already been formed into 
pne finglc kingdom, or divided into fcvcral in- 
dependent dates. It was under the dominion of 
one inader, when a more powerful tyrant Akbar, 
grandiathcr of Aurengzebe, undertook the con* 
quell of it; which was begun in •1590, and com- 
pleted in 1595. ' Since this rera, Bengal has al- 
ways acknowledged the Mogul for it’s fovcrcign. 
At firft, the governor to whom the adminiftra- 
tion of it was inirollcd, held bis court ^at llaja- 
mahul, but afterwaids removed it to Dacca. 
Ever fince the year 1718, it has been fixed at 
Mu\adavad, a large inland town, two leagues 
dtilant from Caffimbusar. There arc fcvcral Na* 

‘ * bobs 
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bobs and Rajsbs fubordioate to this viceroy, whoB 00 K 
U called Soubah. •• . r ' i v 4 -J 

This important poll \vas occupied for a long 
time by the fons of the Great Slogul : but they 
fo frequently made an iniproper ufe of the forces 
and treafurc at their difpofal, to raife dtHurbauccs 
in the empire, that it was thought proper to com- 
mit that province to men who nad Icfs influence, 
and Were more dependent, 'ffac new governors, 
indeed, did not gho any alarm to the c^urt of 
Delhi; but they were far from being punctual m 
remitting the tribute they colleflcd, to the royal 
Ircafury, Thefe abufes gained further ground 
after the expedition of Koult Khan ; and matters 
were carried fo far, that the emperor, who was 
unable to pay the Maraitas what be owed them, 
authorized them, m i 74 o» to collet it >n Bengal 
themfclvcsj iThcfc bapdiiti, divided into three 
armies, rav aged this line country for ten > ears to* 

« gethcr, and did not Icav c it till they bad extorted 
iramenfe fums. * • , . 

Doring all thefe cqmmouons, defpotic 
vernment, which unhappJy prevails throughout 
India, Kept up u’s influence lu Bengal; though dun* {*111 
a fraall diftrjcl in the province that had preferved^j^j- 
it*s independence, ftdl continues to maintain it. 

Tliis fortunate fpot, which extends about a hun- 
dred and fixiy mjlcs, is called BdTcnpour. It has 
been governed time iinmcmorial by a Brarmn 
family of the tnbe of Uajaliputs. Here it is that 
the purity and equity ot the ancient political 
fyilcm of the Indians is found unadulterated. 

'Ibis fingulac kind of government, the moft 
beautiful and moft inlcrcfling monument in the 
world, has hitherto been bcholdLU wuh 100 
-much inditTcrcncc. T.bc only rc-iauu vyc have 
,of ancient nation*, confft in nenu.. erts cf 

brafs 
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BOO Kbrafs and marble, which fpcak only to the ima- 
gination and to opinion, uncertain interpreters 
manners and cudoms that no longer ci.ift. 
Were a philofopher tranfported to Biflenpour, he 
^ would immediately be a witnefs of the life led by 
the firft. inllabitants of India many thoufand years 
.ago; he would converfc with them; he would 
trace the progrefs of this nation, celebrated as it 
were from it*s very infancy ; he would fee the rife 
of a government, which being founded only on 
happy prejudices ; on a fimphcity and purity of 
manners, on the mildnefs of the people, and the 
integrity of the chiefs, lias furvived thofe innu- 
merable fyftems of Icgiflation, which have made 
only a tranfitory appearance upon the ftage of the 
world with the generations they were dellincd to 
torment. More folid and durable than thofe po- 
litical ftruGures, which, raifed by impofture and 
cmhufiafm, arc the fcourges of mankind, and are 
doomed to 'p^rifli with the extravagant opinions 
that gave them birth, the government of Biflen- 
pour, the offspring of a juft attention^to order 
and the laws of nature, has been cflabliflied and 
maintained upon unchangeable principles, and has 
undergone no more alteration than thofe prin- 
ciples thcmfclves. - The lingular fitualion of this 
country has preferved to the inhabitants thcir'pri- 
mitivc happmefs and the gcntlcnefs of their'cha- 
xaCkcr, by fecuring them from the danger of being 
conquered, or of imbruing their hands in the blood 
of their fcllow-creaturcs. Nature has furrounded 
them With water ; and they have only to open the 
Iluices of their' nvers in order to overflow the 
whole country. The armies fent to fubduc them 
have fo frequently been drowned, that the plan 
of cnflavmg them has been laid afidej and the 
projc&ors of it have thought proper to content 
thcmfclves with an appearance of fubmiflion. 

Liberty 
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' XiDERTY and property arc facred^ in Biflcnpour'. B 0 0 K 
Robbery, either public or private, is never heard ^ 
of. ‘As foon as any ftrangcr enters the territory 
he conics under the pcotcClion of the laws, which 
provide for his fecurily* He is fupiflicd with 
guides at free coft, who conduct hiA from place 
to place, and arc anfwcrablc for his perfon and 
egefts. When he changes his conduSors, the 
new ones deliver to thofe they relieve an attclU 
alien of their conduct, which is rcgincrcd and 
afterwards fent to the llaja. All the time he re- 
mains in the country he is maintained and con- 
veyed with his mcrchandifc, at the cxpencc of the 
Rate, unlcfs he dcfires leave to flay longer than 
three days in the fame place. In that cafe he is 
obliged to defray his own cKpcnccs, 1 * 

‘detained by any illncfs or other unavoidablc'acci- 
dent.'' This beneficence to ftrangers is the confe- 
qucncc of the warmth with which the citizens 
cfpoufc each other’s inicrcfis. They are fo^ far 
from entertaining a thought 'of doing an injury 
to 'each other, that' whoever finds a purfe, or 
other thing of value, hangs it upon the firfl. tree he 
■meets with, and informs the ncareft guard, who 
give notice of it to the public by beat of drum. 

Thefe ' maxims of probity arc fo generally re- 
ceived, that they dircfl even the operations of go- 
vernment. It receives annually between feven 
and eight millions*, without injury to agriculture 
or trade, and what is not wanted of* this fum to 
fupply the unavoidable cxpcnccs of the Rate, is 
laid out in improvements. Tho Raja is enabled 
to engage in thefe humane employments, as he 
pays the Moguls only what tribute he thinks pro- 
per, and at the times be chufes. 

• Fnaa s^i.tiCl. 13 s* ^ « 33J.»*ll* 

llEAcaai, 
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BOOK. Read£Rs, whofcTcclin^ hearts have bcentranC- 
ported \vuh joy at'ihls’clcfcription of the fim- 

^ ^pllcity of the manners, and of the government of 
Biffenpour 1 you, who, tired with the vices and 
diforders prevailing in your own country, have 
undoubtedly frequently left it, in imagination,' in 
order to behold the virtue, and Hiarc the happi- 
nefs, of this little corner of Bengal, ii‘is with 
regret that I am now gojng to dcflroy, perhaps,’ 
this moft agrccabl<j illudop, and pour the bitter 
cup of melancholy ii) ‘your * hearts ; but truth 
compels me, - Alas I this Biffenpour, and all that 
Iihavc been fa)tng' about it, is,'' perhaps, nothing’ 
more than a fable.' ^ 

I uhrasRSTANP — ’^Vith forrow you, exclaim t 
A fable, ' What! is there nothing but' the evil 
that'can be faid of man, that is pofHble to be 
true? His mifery, orhis wrctchcdners,'arc“tlicy’ 
the only clrcumllances ‘that are inconteftiblc? 
This being, born a$ he Is' for virtue, the principle 
of which he would In vain attempt to ftifle, which 
he never counterafls without remorfe, and which‘ 
be is obliged to rcfpcfl, even when it diftrclTcs of 
humiliates him; noiwithftanding all thefe circum-‘ 
Aances, this being is prone* to wichediiefs, , in 
every part of the globe. He is inccffantly pant- 
ing after happlncfs, founded upon the bafis of his 
real duties, aqd jet'hc is unhappy every where. 
Everywhere, he groans under the yoke of‘mer-' 
cilcfs rulers: every where, hp torments his equals, 
or is tormented by them; every where, he is cor- 
rupted by education, and poifoned from his birth" 
by prejudice j every where, he is -devoured by 
ambition, agitated with the love of glory, or tor- 
mented with the fhirll of gold; while we arc the 
fad victims of- thefe fell executioners, who pur- 
fuc us to the verge of the grave. ‘ Has vice then ■* 

• cjitf-ndcd 
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extended jtfclf over the whole earth? Alas’ IctBOOK 
innocence be fuflered at leaft to remain in this , 
narrow fpot, upon which our attention is fixed j 
and wliicli our imagination, carrying ug over the 
immcnrc fpacc that is between us, delighted to 
dwell upon. t 

RbAder, I have experienced the fame anxiety 
that you have. I have been led into the fame 
TcflcClions, when I found inyfclf balanced be* 
tween two authorities, alnloft of equal weight; 
the one for, the other againft, the cxiftcncc of 
Biffcnpour. We have m our favour the tcftimony 
of an Englifti traveller, who has rcfided thirty 
years »m Bengal. The tcftimonv on the other 
fide IS alfo that of»a traveller of the fame nation, 

^ho has hkewifis IiVed for a confidcrabJc time in 
this country. Confider the matter, and make your 
•wn choice. 

’ Althouck the reft of"Bcngal be far from cn-Prwiw- 
joymg the fame felicity, be it real or fabulous, 

Biffcupour, It IS ncvcrthclefs the neheft and moftaod * 

populous province in the whole empire. Bcfidcs^rts of 
‘t*4own confuraption, which is ncceflarrly con-““®* 
fiderable, it’s exports arc immcnfe. One part of 
It’s mcrchandife is earned into the inland country. 

Thibet lakes off a quantity of it’s cottons, befidcs 
fomc iron and cloths of European manufaflure. 

Ihe inhabitants of thofe mountains fetch them 
from Patna themfelves, and give mufk and rhu- 
barb in c'cchangc. ^ 

*■ Musk 1$ a produflion peculiar to Thibet It l^ 
contained m a fmall bag of the fizc of a hens egg, 
which grows in the. ftiapc of a bladder under the 
belly of a fpccics of goat, between the navel and 
the genitals. In it’s original ftatc it is nothing 
more than putnd blood which coagulates in this 
bag. Ihc largcft bladder yields no more than 
i-t half 
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®ooKhalf!aA ou»i(:p qf*mufis. -The fmcll of it is na- 
^-_f tufally fo ftrong, that for commoii ufc,-it is ^ncr 
' tflTary to moderate it, by mixing it^wiih milder 
perfumes. TIic hunter^, \v)lh a view of increafing 
their profits, contrived to take a,way part' of the 
muflv from the bladders, and to fill the vacuity 
with tile liver and>coagul^tcd bloqd.of the anjmal 
mixed together, ,Thc government,, to ppt a Aop 
to jhefc fraudulent iplxturcs, ordered, jhat a)! tljc 
bladders, before, they wcfc fewed^ up, fiiould/bc 
examined by infpeCtors, who, ihoul.d' clofe them 
with their o\vn<bands^»and fcal them, with the- 
Toyaljfignct. . This prccautioa n^Si put-aftopip 
the frauds prafUfed to.rcduce thq quality .of-tbe 
,but not'tojthofe which arc. calculated to 
fncrcafe the weight pf.itj: they, contrive .to: open 
the, bags srtfullyiWi.ppur^particlss .of:Icad|ifltP 

;r.> 

i^HE trade. of iTblbet js nothing in coroparijbnf 
‘ |of that which Bengal carries on! with -Agra, Delhi* i 
apd the provinces adjacent to thofc fuperb capitals,’ 
rin falt,''fug3r, opium, filk,j filk-ftufFs, an infinite 
iand, pajtiealarly, muOip?'' 
Tpefe articles, taken together, amounted formerly' 
to move, than forty millions a ycar^*. So qonfidcr-' 
^Ic a fum wasjnot conveyed to. the, banks of ' 
panges; but it was the means of retaining ®ne 
nearly equal, tvinch muft,h 3 yc iiTued from tbcccc- 
to pay ihq duties, or^fbrjOtber-purpofes. Since* 
the viceroys of the Mogul havc.,made thcmfelycSi 
nearly, independent, and fend him no revenues 
but fuchjas they chufc to allow hinj, the luxury 
ot the court* is greaUy, abated, ,and/ the stradc 
fidcrablc*^^'" fipc^king of is no longcc fo con- 

‘ t * ij» ,jd, 

' ‘ " Thb 
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ThE maritime trade of Bengal managed by&ooi; 
the natives of the epuptry, ha» not fuffered the. 
fame diminution, nor was it ever fo extenfivc, as 
the other. It may be divided into two branches, 
of which Catek is m poffcffion of the greater 
part. j 

Catek is p diftnft of fonic extent, a little below 
^hc moft weftern mouth of the Ganges. Balaforc, 
fituated upon a na\ igable river, ferves it for a port. 

The navigation to the Maldives, which the Enghflj 
snd French have been obliged to abandon on ac; 
count of the climate, is earned on entirely from 
this road. Here they load tlicir veOel* with nee, 
coarfc cottons, and fome filk ftufls for tlicfc 
iflands, and receive powncs m exchange, which 
arc ufed foe money m Bengal, and arc fold to thei 
Europeans. , 

The inhabitants of Catek, and fome othc? 
people of the Lower Ganges, maintain a con- 
fidecablc corrcfpoDdcncc with the country of 
A&am This kingdom, which is thought to na/c 
formerly made a pare of Bengal, and is only di- 
vidcd from It by a river that falls into the 
Ganges, deferves to be better known, if what is 
alTcrtcd be true, that gunpowder has been dif- 
covered there, and that the difcovct} was commu- 
nicated from Afham to Pegu, and from Pegu to 
China. It*s gold, filvcr, iron and lead mines 
Would have added to it’s fame, if they had been 
properly worked. In the midll of thclc riches, 
which were of verj httlcfcrvicc to Uns kingdom, 
fall was an article of which the inhabitants were 
fo much In want, that they wc^c reduced to the 
expedient of procuring it from a dccocbon ot 
certain plants 

In the beginning of the prefent centurv, fome 
Bramms oi Bengal earned their fupcrhmons tp 

Adiam, 
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BOOKAiham, where the people were guided folcly 

j.f the didates of natural religion. "The priefts per- 
fuaded thcmjTbat it would be more agreeable to 
Brama if they fubdituted the pure and wholefotnc 
fait of the fea to'that which' they ufed. The fove- 
rcign confented to this, on condition that the e^ 
clufivc trade flibuld be in his hands ; that it fliould 
only be' brought by^thc people of Bengal, and 
that the boats laden with it- Ihould dop at the 
frontiers of his- dominions. Thus have all thefc 
falfc religions been introduced ’by tbc-influencc 
and for the advantage of the prieds who 'teach, 
and of the kings who admit them.* Since this 
arrangement has taken place, forty vclfcls-arc 
annually fent from the Ganges to Afliam, laden 
with fair, which yields near two hundred per cent* 
profit. They receive in payment afmall quantity 
of gold and filver, ivory, mulk, aIoc8«wood, gutn* 
lac, and a large quantity of ^ 

■ This filk, which is Angular in it*$ kind, requires 
no care ; it is found on the trees where the filk* 
worms are produced, nourilhcd, and undergo thciC 
fcvcral metamorphofes. The inhabitants have no 
other trouble but that of collc«^ing it. The 'ne- 
glected cods produce. a new generation-; during 
the giouth of which, the tree puts-forth new 
leaves, which ferve fuccefiIvcIy’'for-'thc nourifli- 
mentof the young worms. Thefe revolutions arc 
repealed twelve times in a year, but do not pro- 
duce fo much in the rainy, as in the dry, fcafons. 
•The ftuffs made of this filk have a great deal of 
lultre, but do not lafl long. J 

Exceptiho. thefe two branches of marlticne 
frade, whichf-for particular rcatbns, fiavc 6ccrf 
confined to the natives of the country, the people 
of Bengal have been deprived of all others by 
the Europeans, and it was impoilible it IhouM be 
otherwife* 
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othcnvifc. How' could a wcak» cautious, andB O O K 
oppreffed people, who failed but flowlv along the . . 
coafts, and with very fmall craft, fuccefsfully 
maintain a competition againft ihcfc ftrangers, of 
an cntcrprifmg chara£ker, cnjoying^ particular pri- 
vileges even on the Ganges, and in ^11 other 
I’arts, and bidding defiance to the tempefiuous 
clement upon their immcnfc vcflels ? But in a 
tountry, where in general nothing is to be found 
t^ccefiary for the building of fliips, the docks of 
Pegu aie the only rcfource which has. been 
thought of to fupply this deficiency* 

*• Pegu is fituated in the Gulph of Bengal, be- 
tween the kingdoms of Arracon and Siam. Re- 
volutions, which arc fo common in all the dcfpotic 
empires of Afia, have been here more frequently 
repeated 'than in any other. It has alternately 
been the ceqtcr of a great power, and a province 
to fcvcral fiates lefs cxtenfive than iifclfi It is at 
prefent dependenr upon Ava, where the Arme- 
nians alone buy up every thing that is furnifhed 
by Pegu, in topazes, faphircs, amclhifts, and 
rubles.’ 

The only port of Pega that is open to firangers 
is Syriam. The Ponuguefe were a long time 
mafters of it. It then difplayed a degree of fplcn- 
dour, which vanifticd with the profpcrilics of that 
nation. It was rc\ivcd, when the Europeans, 

. fettled at Bengal, thought of conftrofting there 
the numerous veflcls which the extent of their 
tnaritimc connexions required: but it having been 
found that the materials employed there were of 
bad quality, tt became necclfary to give up this 
point, and the road fell again into obfeunty. Ail 
the trade here at prefent is confined to the ex- 
change ot a few ordinary linau from thc'banks 
of the Ganges, or the coafi ot Coromandel, for 
wax, tin, and ivory. 

Vw.h li 
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:B,obiC. -A STILL more confiderablc branch of com* 


'HI. 


_j mercc, which the Europeans at Bengal carry 
with the reft of India, is that of opium. Opium 
, is the produce of the white poppy of the 
- all the. parts of which yield a inilhy juice. This 
'•plant, which pcriflics every year, has oblong^nu 
'Jfinuatc leaves of.a fca-grecn colour, alternately 
..difpofcd upon a ftnooth.ftem, with very lew 
-branches, land three fcct'high. Each branch is 
, almoft naked, terminated by a fingle flower, rather 
j large, conipofedof acalixwith two leaves, lour 
white on rofc'coloured petals, and a great nu^U” 
-berlof (lamina, placed, under the piftil, wh“^‘^ 
. they .furround... The piftil. grows into a large 
round feed .vcflcl, ornamented with a radiated 
crown, and, filled with a prodigious number or 
lound, white, and oily feeds. .When thepeppy 
is full of fap, and that the. head of it begins to 

fwcll, one *,or more incifions .arc. made into if» 

from whence diftil feme drops of tlie milky h' 
quor contained within, which is left to congeah 
and is afterwards gathered. , This operation is rC' 
peated three tiroes; but the produce gradually 
, diminiftics lin quantity, nor'is it of fo good a 
quality. When the opium is gathered, it 
-moiftcncd and kneaded with water or honey, ti” 
it acquires the confiftcnce, vifeidity, and gloflinefs 
of pitch, when, it. is, well prepared, sand is then 
made into fraall, cakes.. That kind is mdft in 
■efteem which is rather foft, and yields* to the 
touch, is inflammable, of a blackilh-brown. co- 
lour, and has a llrong fcccid fmell ; on the con- 
itrary, that "which is dry, triable, burnt, and mixed 
wnJj earth and /and, is fo he thron-n a\vay~ -Ac- 
'Cording to the different manner of preparing it, 
and the dofea in wbiclt it is given, it ftupifics, cx- 
,cltes agreeable ideas, oroccafions madnefs. 

Th£ 
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'The meconium, or common opium, is pre-BOOK 
'pared by prelling the poppy heads that have been , 
•already cut. < The juice which 'comes out- of 
• them, mixed with the Icaft beautiful of the other 
drops, is kneaded with water, and made into 
I cakes, which arc font to Europe. As it is often 
adulterated, it is purified before it is ufed. • - • 

The province of Bahar is the country in the 
■univerfe where ihepoppyis moft cultivated. The 
fields are covered with it.' Befidc the ‘opium 
which is carried into the inland parts, there arc 
annually fix hundred thoufand pounds weight ex- 
ported. This’ opium is not purified like that of 
Syria and Pcrfia, which we make ufe of in Eu- 
rope ; it is only a paftc that has undergone no 
preparation, aud has not a tenth part of the virtue 
of the other. 

An ckceflivc fondnefs for opium prevails in all 
the countries to the eafi of India. In vain l)a\e 
the laws of China condemned to the flames every 
vcficl that imports, and every houfe that receives 
it ; the confuroption is not the Icfs confiderablc. 

It is fiill greater at'hlalacca, Borneo, the Mo* 
luccas, Java, Macaflar, Sumatra, and all the iflands 
of this immenfe Archipelago. Thcfe iflanders 
fmokc it with their tobacco. Thofc who arc dc- 
firous of. attempting fomc derperate aflion, in- 
toxicate themfelves vvith this fmokc. In this in- 
toxication they fall upon the firft objeft that pre* 
fents itfclf ; upon a man whom they have never 
feen, as well as upon their mofi implacable ene- 
my. 'ihefe atrocitfUs afts have not convinced 
the Dutch, who arc mailers of the places where 
the opium has the molt dangerous coiircqurnccs', 
of the ticccflity of putting a flop to, or even re- 
firaining the ufe of it. Rather than deprive 
themfelves o£ the confiderablc profit they derived 
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BOOK from tbc falc of it, they have authorized all the 
^ttt- cluzcns to raaiTacrc ihofc who, being difordcred 
' with opium, appear in the flrccts armed. Thu* 
it is that fome iyflcms of legiflation introduce and 
keep up dangerous paffions and opinions; and 
when once thefc have prevailed among the people, 
nothing can be thought of but death or torture* 
to put an end to them* . ' , . ‘ 

Thb Englifli, .who take as great a lliarc in this 
odious commerce as they polhbly can, have other 
branches more peculiar to thcmfclvcs. Ihcy 
carry rice and fugar to the coaft of Coromandel, 
for which they arc paid with metals. They carry 
to Malabar linens, which ^ they exchange for 
fpiccs 5 and to Surat filks, which they barter for 
cotton. They carry rice, gum-lac, and linens, to 
the Perfian Gulph,, irom whence they receive 
dried fruits^ rpfenvater, and cfpcciallygold. They 
carry rich and various cargoes to the lied Sea, 
which furnifiies httlc clfe than filvcr. Thefc fc- 
vcral connexions with the different parts of India, 
bring in annually to Bengal, from five and twenty 
to thirty millions of livres •. 

Though this trade paffes througli the bands 
of the Europeans, and is carried on under their 
protection, it is not entirely on their ,owu ac- 
count. The Moguls, indeed, who are ufually 
confincd-io the places they hold under the go- 
vernment, have Icldom any concern in thefc cx- 
‘peditionsj but the Armenians, who, fince the 
revolutions in Pcrfui, arc fettled upon .the banks 

of the Ganges, to which they formerly only made 

voyages, readily throw their capitals into this 
tradc.^ The Inmans employ ftill larger fums In 
It.'. The impoflibility of enjoying their fortunes 
under an oppreflive government, docs not deter 
* From 1,041,550. ij,. to ^ i 

the 



’ INf THE EAST AND WEST INSIES. •'* 4S5 

the natives of this country from. labouring incef-B o o K ' 
fanily to incrcafc them. As they would run too , , 

great a rilk by engaging openly in trade, they 
arc obliged to have rceourfe to clandc/Hnc me- 
thods. As foon as a European arrives, the Gen- » 
toos, who know mankind better than Is com- ■ 
monly fuppofed, ftudy his charaficr: and if they 
find him frugal, aftive, and well informed, offer 
to a£b as his brokers and caOiicrs, and lend of 
procure him money upon bottomry, or at intcreft, . 

This ictereff, which is 'ufuaJly nine per cent, at^ 

Icaff, is higher, when he is under a neceffity of> 
borrowing of the Cheyks. 

• These Cheyks are a family of Indians, poffcflcd" 
of great power, who havc^ from time immemorial, 
lived on the banks of the Ganges. Their riches 
have long ago procured them the maoagement of. 
the bank belonging to the courts the farming'of; 
the public revenue, and the dlrefbon of the mo»; 
ney, which they coin afrclh every year, in order 
to receive annually the benefit arifing from the 
mint. By uniting fo many advantages, they are* 
enabled to lend the govcmincnt forty *, fiaty f, • 
or even a hundred millions 1 at a time. When 
the government finds it impoQible to refund the 
money, or will not do it, the Cheyks arc allowed 
to indemnify thcmfcUcs by oppreffing the people. 

Ibat fo prodigious a capital ffiould be preferved 
in the center of tyranny, and in the midft of re- 
volutions, appears incredible. It is not polllble 
to conceive how fuch a llruflure could be raifed, 
much Icfs how it could be fupported for To long 
a time. To explain this myftcryi ic muft be 
obfcr^cd, that this family has always maintained 
a fuperior influence at the court «f Delhi ; that 

I • iji. 4!. •}• 3,5S9,cccI. 
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B o o K the Nabobs and Rajahs- m Bengal arc dependent 

, j^L_. ^Pon It , that thofe who arc about the perfon of 
the Sybah have conftantly been it’s creatures , 
and that the Subah himfclf has been, mamtanicd 
or dethroned by the intrigues of this family* io 
this we may add, that tlic different branches of 
It, and the ueahh belonging to them, being 'djf- 
perfed, It has never been poffiblc to do them 
much mifchicf, but that they ha\e been aluaysi 
left with more rcfourccs than were ncccffary to 
enable- them to purfue their revenge to thc-utmoff 
extreme. Their dcfpotifm extended itfclf even 
o\cr the Europeans who had fettled fafloncs inj 
this country ; and -who indeed prefented thcAi- 
felves to the yoke, by borrowing of thefe rapa«i 
Clous financiers immenfe fums, at an apparent^ 
intercft of ten per cent, butiin effeft of more 
thantweUe, from the difference there was be- 
tween the money they received, and that which 
they had to return 

The Portugucfc, who landed at Bengal a longi 
time before the other navigators of Xurope, form- 
ed a fcttlcment it Chatigan, a port fituated upon,' 
the frontier of .Arracan, not far from the nioft* 
cafiern branch of the Ganges. The IDutcb, who, 
without incurring ibc-refentment of an enemy at 
that tirac^fo formidable, were defirous of fhanngi 
m their good fortune, were engaged m fcarchmg 
for a port, which, without obftrufling their plan, 
■would expofe them the leift to hoflilitics. In 
1003, their attention was dircGcd to Balaforej' 
and all thcirlnvals, rather through imitation than 
ini confequcncc of any?well concerted fehemes, 
o lowed their csamplc. Experience taught thefe 
^hc propriety of fixing as near as pof* 
liblc to the different markets from whence their 
rich cargoes came , and they faded up that branch 

of 
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of the Ganges, •which, after having feparated it-B o o Kr 

fclf from the mam nverat Moureba, falls into the, 

lea, under the name of the nver Hughlc). Ihe 
government of the country permitted them to 
creft warchoufes wherever lljcre was plenty of 
manufaflures , and it even very imprudently al- 
lowed the liberty of crefling fortifications upon' 
the banks of the river <• 

On going up the nver, we firft meet with thci 
Enghlh fettlemcnt at Calcutta, where the air is 
unwholefomc, and the anchorage unfafe. Not-> 
withftandmg thefe inconveniences, this town, to 
which} liberty and fccuriiy had fucccfiivcly at- 
tracted many rich^rmcnian, Moonlh, and Indian^ 
merchants, has increafed it*s population in latter 
tunes to fix hundred thoufand fouls. On thci 
land fide, it would be entirely ^cn 10 the enciu} ,f 
if there were any there, or if they were to dcj 
feared, but Fort Williams, which is only at the. 
difiance of half a mile, would defend it agaiulf 
any forces fent from Europe to attack or bombardt 
It. It is a regular oftagon, with eight baftions,-j 
fcveral counter guards, and Tome half moons,, 
without either a glacis or covered waj. The 
ditch of this place, which has coH more than 
twenty millions may be about one hundred and 
fixty feet wide, and eighteen feet deep 

Six leagues higher is fituated Frederic Nagorc, 
founded by the Danes in 1756, m order to fup- 
ply the place of an ancient /etdement, where they 
lud not been able to inamtauv tbeir ground This 
new cfiabhOimcnt has not )cc acquired any im- 
portance, and there is all the reafon imagmable- 
to believe, that it will never become confidcrablc^ 
CiiASDLRNAco6.i, vbtch liestwo leagues and 
an half liigher, belongs to the French It has the 

I Sjj JJll 6a 6(1 
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BOO Kdifadvantagc of being fomewhat expofed-on the 
fidcj but it’s harbour is excellent, and 
the air is as pure as it can be on the banks of the 
Ganges. 'Wlicncvcr any building is undertaken 
that requires ftrength, it mull here, as well as m 
all other parts of Bengal, be built upon piles j it 
being impofliblc to d.g to three or four feet deep 
without coming at water. We find upon this 
difirift, which is hardly a league in circumference, 
fonic few manufaflurers, whom perfccution has 
driven here, as into the other European factories. 

At the diftancc of a mile from Chanderna- 
gore, U Chinfura, better known by the name of 
Hughlcy, being fuuated near the fuburbs of that 
anciently renowned city. The Dutch have no 
other pofleflions there, but merely their fort ; the 
territory round it,v depending on the government 
of the country, which hath frequently made^iti 
feeUt’s power by it*8 extortions. Another incon- 
venience attending this fciilcment is a fand-bank* 
that prevents Ibips from coming up to it; they 
proceed no further iban.TuIta, which is twenty 
miles below Calcutta, and this of courfe occa- 
Tions an additional cxpencc to the government.. 

, had formerly made Bandcl, 

which IS eighty leagues from the mouth of the 
Ganges, and a quarter of a league above Ilughley, - 
• ***®'*’ ‘^onimcrcc. Their flag 

is Itill difplaycd, and there -arc a few unhappy 
fetches remaining there, who have foreotten 
their country, after having been forgotten by it. - 
Except m the months of Oftober, November, - 
and December, when the frequent and almoft con- 
\“f»canes render the Gulph of Bengal im- 
praaicable, European ihips may enter the Ganges 
during the remainder of the year. Ihofe 
pefign t0 5o^upihc nver, previoyfly touch at Point 
^ Palmiras, 
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Palmiras, where they arc received 'by pilots ofsoOK^ 
their own nation, who rcfidc at Balaforc. -The, 
money they convey is put on board fome flopps, . “ 
called hots, of between fiay and a hundred tons, 
burthen, which always precede the fiiips. The 
paffage into the river Hughley lies through a nar-(^ 
row rtrait between two fand^banks, .The fljips 
ufed formerly to come to an anchor at Culpy, but 
time has worn off 1 the dread of thofe currents,, 
quickfands, and fiioals, that fpemed to choke up.' 
the navigation , of the river, and the fhips havc^'* 
been brought up to their rcfpcGive places of def- 
tination> This boldnefs has occafioned many fhip* 

Wrecks; but in proportion as more experience has 
been gained, and the fpirit of obfervaiion has been ' 
carried further, 'accidents of that kind have been ' 
lefs frequent. It is to be hoped that the .example, ' 
of admiral Watfonj.who failed as high as Chan- .. 
dernagore in a> feventy-gun fhip, will not be for- ^ 
gotten; as a proper attention to jt .would favc a 
great deal of time, trouble and cxpcnce. ’ '' 

Besioa this great channel, there is another, by -■ 
which goods may be brought from .the places •. 
which furnifh them, to the principal fettlement of ' 
each Company., For this purpofc, a numberiof. 
fmail fleets arc employed, confifling of eighty ora :* 
hundred vcfTcls, and fometimes more. « Tbefe are--' 
manned with black or white foldicrs, in order to ' 
check the infaciable avarice of the Nabobs and * 

Rajahs they meet with in their paffage. The goods • 
purebafed in the higher parts of the Ganges, at. ' 

Patna and Caflimbuzar, arc carried down the river- 
Hughlcy: thofe purchafed near the other branches 
of the Ganges, which arc all navigable in the in-;;' 
tenor parts of the country, and ‘communicate- / 
with each other, cfpccially towards the lower di- 
Vifion of that fjvfr, arc conveyed into the Hughley, 

. . by 
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o o Kb'y Rangafoula and Baratola> * about fifteen or 
twenty leagues from the fca» /From thence they 
arc carried up the ftrcltn to the principal fcttle- 
ment belonging to each nation. i 

The exports from Bengal to Europe confilt oh 
mufk, gum lac, nicaragua-wood, pepper, cowries*^ 
and fome other articles of lefs importance brought, 
thither from Other places. Thofe that arc the' 
immediate produce of the country are borax, f^t-^ 
petre, filk, filk Aufis, muflms, and fevcral diffe-*’ 
rent forts of cottons. - 

The borax, which is found in the province ot 
Patna, is a falmc fubftance, which the chyniifts 
m Europc’havc in vain attempted to counterfeit^ 
Some of them coAfider itas an alkaline ialt,whicm 
is found completely formed in the rich country oi^ 
Indoftan, others wiU>havc it to be the produce 
of volcanoes, or fubterraneous fires.- 
‘ Be this as it may, the borax is of igrcat ufe nt 
the working of 'metals by facilitating their fufiou 
and purification! This fubftance being quickly^ 
vitrified by the aQion of fire, attrafls the hetero- 
geneous particles that arc intermixed with thefe 
metals, and reduces them to drofs. ^ The boras 
is hkcwifc abfolutcly ncceftary m the eflaynig of 
ores, and the foldcrin^ of metals. The Dutch 
alone have the fccrct ot refining it, which is faid 
to have been communicated to them byfomc Ve- 
netian families that came to fcck that liberty m 
the United Provinces which they did not enjoy 
under the tyranny of their own anftocratical go- 
vernment 

Salti etre is likcwifc the produce of Patna. 
It IS extrafted from a claj, which is either black, 
whitilli, or red Ihc manner of refining Jt is by' 
‘I'gS’J’g ® pit* III which the nitrous earth is 

depofited, and diluted with a quantity of water, 

1 which 
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x?hich is kept ftirred till it comes to a confiflcncy. B o o 
The water having drawn out all the falts,’ and the . 
grofler parts fubfidingat the bottom, the^morc.^’"'''^'^ 
fluid particles are taken out and pufinto another* 
pit not fo large as the former. * This fubftance 
having undergone a fecond purification, the deaf 
water that fwims on the* top, and is totally ini.'^ 
pregnated with nitre, is taken off, and boiled im 
caldrons; it is Ikimmed while it isi boiling, and,’ 
in a few hours, a nitrous fait is obtained infinitely* 
fuperior to 'any tliat is found clfcwhcre. “The. 
Europeans export about ten millions of pounds* 
for the ufe of their fctticments in Afia, or for 
home confumption in * their refpedive countries. 

It is bought upon the fpotfor three fok a pound*/ 
at the mod, and is fold again to us for tenf, at. 
the lead. w f '* 

• Cassimbuzar, which is grown rich by theruin. 
of Maldaand Uajainahal, is the' general marker 
for Bengal filk, the greateft. j>art of which is fup- 
plicd from that territory- The filk-worms are 
brought up and fed there in. the fame manner as 
in other places ; but the heat of the climate hatches 
them, and brings them, to perfedion at all times 
of the year. great many Huffs, i made entirely 
of filk, or of filk and ’cotton mia:cd,'arc manu- 
fadured here. The firft of thefe arc moftly con- 
fumed at Delhi, or in our northern regions, the 
reft in fcvcral countries of Afia. With regard to 
the unwrought filk, the quantity confumed in - 
the European manufafturc may 'be cftimaied at 
^ three or four hundred pounds weight: but for a' 
few \cars paftj.thc Englilh carry away great 
quanmics^ of it. for their own ufe, and that ‘of 
other nations; it is in general a very common 
fortj.iU twifted, and takes no glofs in dying. It 
is of hide ufe except for the^woof in brocades. ^ 

^ * » id h -f- si CoTTO.V 
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BOOK Cotton is brought to much greater perfeftion;’ 

it is fit' for every thing, and is ufcfully employed 
'’*’"’'*’^111 a variety of difFcrcnt manufaftures, which arc 
confumed over the whole globe. That for which 
there is the raoft.univcrfal demand, and which 
more particularly comes from Bengal, is plain, 
flriped, or wo’rkcd muflin. It is eafily manufac- 
tured in the rainy fcafon, bccaufc then the mate- 
rials arc more flexible, and do not break fo readily. 
The weavers, during the reft of the jrear, fup- 
ply, as much as polfible, this moifturc m the air, 
by YcflcU full of water, which they take care to 
put under their looms. ' 

Although the manufaflures in which the cot- 
tons are prepared, are difperfed throughout the 
greateft part of Bengal, Dacca may be confider- 
cd as the general markct.of them. 'Till of late, 
Delhi and Muxadavad were furniflicd from thence 
with the cottons wanted for their own confump- 
tion. They each of them maintain an agent on 
thafpot to fupenntcnd the manufacture of them j 
' who has an authority, independent ot the magi- 
ftratc, over all the workmen, whofe bufinefs has 
any relation to the objeCt of bis‘ commiflion. If 
■was a misfortune to them to appear too dexterous, 
becaufe they were then forced to work only for 
the government, which paid them ill,'' and kept 
them in a fort of captivity. When the caprices 
of tyranny were fatUfied, Europeans, other rtran- 
.gers, and natives, were allowed to begin their 
purchafes: but ftiU they were obliged to employ 
brokers eftabhihed by the mlniftry, and as cor- 
rupt as they were. Ihcfe rcflraints and rigours 
put an end to induftry, the child of ncccflitv, but 
the companion of'hbcrty, 

Thl revolutions which have given new fo'c- 
rcigns to Bengal, ought to have introduced other 
' maxims. 
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maxims. Ncvcrthelefs, ytc do not fee that thcB o o k; 
.works that come from thence, are more perfect 
than they were before that period. It is poffiblc 
that thofe who fabricate them, may not really 
. have experienced any change of condition. When 
they ceafed to be the flaves of their Nabobs, they 
fell perhaps under a yoke equally opprcffivc. 

All the purchafes made in Bengal by the Eu- 
ropean nations, amounted, a few years ago, to no 
more than ao,ooo,oob of livrcs *. One-third of 
this fum was paid in iron, lead, copper, wool- 
lens, and Dutch fplces ; the remainder was dif- 
charged in money. Since the Englllh have made 
thcmfclvcs mailers of this rich country, it's ex- 
ports have been increafed, and It's imports dinri- 
mlhed, becaufc the conquerors have carried 
away a greater quantity of merchandife, and have 
paid for it out of the revenues they receive from 
the country. There, is rcafon to believe, that 
this revolution in the trade ^of Bengal has not. 
arrived at it's crifts, and that fooner or later it 
will be attended with more important confcqucnccs 
and etTcfls. 

To maintain their intcrcourfc with this va{l''^“®P‘ 
country, and their other Afiatic fctticments, thctlTfo^^ 
Enghfli Company have fixed upon St. Helena as a of the 
place of rcfrclhmcnt. Thisifland, which is only 
twenty-eight miles In circumference, is fituatedaeSe He- 
in the middle of the Atlantic ocean, at the dif- 
tance of four hundred leagues from the coall of 
Africa, and fix hundred from that of America. 

It is an irregular niafs of rocks and mountains, 
where at every Hep we meet with evident traces 
q£ aCL exua^odhed. volcuwa- It. dlOyaxeccd itv 
ifioa by the Portuguefe, who paid no attention * 
to it. The Dutch afterwards formed a fmall 
, ► , •-Sjj.sjji. <*. 
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^ ^ rdttlcmcnt upon the ifland,’ which they were dif- 

— y-'^ pohcITed of by thp-Enghfii, who have been fixed 
'there ever fince the year 1673. ' " 

Upoif. this barren and wild foil, a population 
has gradually been ‘formed, of twenty ihoufand 
fouls, freemen or Haves. Here, as well as at the 
Cape of Good Hope, the number of females 
born exceeds greatly that of 1 males. If it were 
iproved, by accurate calculations, that the procefs 
of nature is the famein all hot countries, this in* 
formation would account for the public manners, 
and the private cuftoms, of the people that dwell 
there. , . I * 


• , NoNn of the fruit trees exported from our 
climates to St. Helena have fuccccdcd, except 
.the peach-tree. The vine. has. not profpered 
there; and the vegetables ba\c been conftantly 
devoured by infccls ; while a fmall quantity only 
of the corn is preferved from the attacks of the 
of horned cattle has been 
the only rcfourcc and it is even only after the 
lofs of a great number, that the propagation has 
been fucccrsful. r r t, ^ 

The climate deflroycd every fpccics of feed that 
was Jowu by the cultivator. The idea was then 
uggcltcd of planting flirubs, which could neither 
be injured by the heat, nor by the drynefs of the 
loll, and under their Ihadc, afrcih and wholcfomc 
green led made it’s appearance. This grafs, how’- 
to feed more than three 
oxenatja time; a number inlufllcicnt 


thoufand 

fertile wants of the inhabitamsT' aiid 0^711= .... 

1 ‘•'firiency might perhaps be fup- 
• ?i 1 k • ^ rccourfc to artificial meadows, 

wUieh mtellisent tratcllcrs believe to be prafli- 
cablc am ihc.prdcnt Hate of things. But this 
plan Mill not be cafilypurfued, unlcb the mother 
‘ country 
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^country {hould make a faciifice of th? beft lands, book 
I whicb have been apparently yeferved for it’s fee- . ^ 

vice, although 'in. reality they aie oply kept fqr^ 
jthe advantage or the capriccs.of it’s agents. , 

Tnc houfes.thatfurround the harbour, fcatter- 
cd, as it were, by the hand of chance, give the 
•idea rather of a camp than of a towp. The/or- 
• tifications that furround them are-inconfidcrable.j 
^and the garrifon appointed to defend them, con- 
fifts only of fivc-^ hundred foldiers, all diflatisficd 
with their fituation. The colony has but few re- 
frelhmcnts, and fonie oxcn.to give to the diips, in 
exchange for the provifions and mcrchandifc thw 
bring from Europe and Afia. Accordingly, fim 
is the ordinary food of* the blacks there, and . 
makes great part of the-nourilhmcnt of tlvc white 
men. 

Such is, according tq*tbe ftritScft truth, the 
.ftate of St, Helena, where the fliips put m on 
.their return from India to England, and where, in 
,timc of war, they find a convoy. The outward 
bound fiiips arc even rcpulfcd from there by the 
winds and currents. To avoid the inconveni- 
. cnees attending fo long a voyage, made without 
Jlopping, fcYcral of them put in qt the Cape of 
Gpod Hopej the reft, particularly ihofc which 
arc deftined for the M^abar coaft, take in re- 
frclhments at the iflands of Comora, t 

iTucse idands, that lie in the Mozambique The ufe 
channel, between the coqft of Zangucbqr 
Madagafear, are four in number t Comora, the the iCands 

.principal one, from which this fmall archipelago '’^'Comora. 

.takes it’s name, is little known. The I'ortugucfe, 

•who dvfcoycrcd u in the courfe of their firft eX- 
.pcdiiions, brougjjt.thc name pf Europeans into 
.fuch, dctcftation by their cruelties, that all who 
have Jiuce. % eniutcd. to go op Ihora there, have 
* either 
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BOOK culler bccrt tnaflacred or very ill treated. It has 
^ accordingly been quite forfaken. The iflands of 
Mayoia and Mocly, arc not more frequented, on 
account of the diiliculty of approaching them, 
and the want of a fafe anchorage. The Englilh 
^cflcls put in at the ifland of Joanna. ‘ 

' Here it is that, within the compafs of thirty 
leagues, nature dtfplays all her riches, with all her 
fimpliciiy. Hills that arc ever green, and vallies 
that arc always gay, every where prcfcni a variety 
of delightful landfcapes. Thirty thoufand inha- 
bitants," diftributed into fcveniy-thrce villages, 
Iharc it’s produflions. They. fpcak the Arabic 
language, and their religion is a very corrupt fort 
of Mohammedifm; tlicir moral principles arc 
more refined than they ufually arc in this part of 
the globe. The habit they have conirafled of 
living upon milk and vegetables has given them 
an. unconquerable averfion for labour. This lazU 
nefs is the caufeof a particular air of conrequcncei 
which confifts, among perfons of diftinQion, in 
fuffering the. nails to grow to an immoderate 
length. In order that this negligence may have 
the appearance of beauty, they tinge their nails 
with a ycliowifh red, which they extrafk from a 
ihrub. , 

These people, bom to be indolent, have loft ' 
that liberty which they, doubtlefs, came hither to 
enjoy from a neighbouring continent, of which 
they were the original inhabitants,'" An Arabiaa. 
wader, not quite a century ago, having killed a 
gentleman at Mozambique, threw bim- 
'£**. ^ boat, which chance conduced to Joanna, 

vi!? .“*‘ 3 >^gcr made fuch good ufe of his fuperiof 
abilities, and the ailiftance of a few of bis country- 
^^11 • acquired an abfolutc authority, which 

Js itiU maintained by hW grandfon. The change 

> in 
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kin the government did not in the leaft diminifiiB o o K 
the liberty and fecurity enjoyed by the EnglHh, . 

.who landed upon the ifland* They continued to 
put their fick on fhorc without molcftation, where 
the wholcfomcncfs of the air, the excellence of 
the fruits, provifions,’ and water, foon reftored 
them to health.* They wcrc'only obliged to give 
a. higher price for the provifions they wanted, for 
which the following rcafons may be affigned ; 

' The Arabians having been induced to frequent 
an iflaud governed by an Arab, have brought the 
Indian manufafturcs into vogue ; and as the cow- 
ries, cocoa-nuts, and other commodities they re- 
ceived in exchange, were not fufiicient to defray 
the cspcnceof this article of luxury, the IQandcrs 
have been obliged to demand money for their 
goats and poultry, which they before exchanged 
lorglafs beads, and other trifles of as little value* 

This innovation has not, however, made theEng- 
lifli defert a place of rcfreftimcnt, which has'no 
other inconvenience, than that of being at too 
great a diftance from our latitudes. 

_ A SIMILAR inconvenience did not prevent thcTueEug- 
Englifli Company from extending their trade \ ery 
confidcrably. The intercourfe carried on between fecOTntry 
one port of India and another was too confined, 
and of too little confcqucocc, to engage their at- ' 
tcntion for any length of time. They were foon 
fufiiciently enlightened to perceive that it was not 
for their mtcrcit to continue this kind of com- 
merce, Their agents undertook it,* with the con- 
fent of the Company, upon their own account i 
and all the EcigUtlv were invited to Clvare it, upan 
condition of entering into a bond for 45,000 
hires*, as a fecurity for their good behaviour. 

To faciliiatc^and haflen the proiperity which was 

1. K k 


one 
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BOOK one day to increafe their own, the Company en* 
couraged thefe traders,, by taking a lharcin tliclr 
expeditions, and by giving them an intercity in 
their own fleets, and frequently even undertaking 
to be the carriers of their merchandife at a low^ 
freight. This generous behaviour rcfulling from 
a national fpirit, and fo diametrically oppofiteto 
the fpirit of monopoly,foon gave activity, flrength, 
and credit, to the Englifli fcitlcmcnts. ' 

Private trade has incrcafed with the profpen- 
tics of the power that fupports it, and has 
tributed in it’s turn' to give that power more foil- 
dity. It employs at prefent three confidcrable 
capitals, and about two hundred vcflels, from fifty 
to two hundred tons burthen, which have all 
Indian failors on board. The number of them 


would ftiil have been increafed, if the Company 
had not exa^led. In all it’s fa^orics, a tax of five 
per cent, on all articles of free trade, and onc or 
eight and a half per cent, on all rciniitances which 
the agents of this traffic wifhed to make to the 
mother country. When their neceffities did nof 
. compel them to remit part of thefe unrcafonable 
demands, thefe particular funds were given up 
to other European merchants, or to Englifli offi- 
cers, who, not bcing^ftnflly dependent upon the 
Company, could traffic for themfelvcs in the voy- 
ages they undertook for them. 

individuals were opprclfed by the mother 
that was confined in it’s turn by the 
Company regulations of the trcalury. The Ihips of the 
to return into an Englffii 
piuUhey port» and tliolc which brought prohibited mcr- 
uSr.t London. By a Angular regulation, 

#nddegUe“tiworthy of a commercial people, and ubich it 
ofe^en- has always been found neceffary to break through, 
were allowed to fend into India no more 
- than 
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than 6,750,000 livrcs* in money. They ■wcrcB o o k 
obliged to export, in mcrchandifc of the country, ^ r 
to ten times the value of what they fent in fpccie, 

^ll the productions of Afia that were confumed 
by the nation, were to pay five and twenty psr cent, 
to the public treafury, and feme a great deal more. 

Although the ignorance, or the capacity 
of the different adminiftrators ; the events of 
peace ^Bd warj the proiperity or the misfor- 
tunes of* the mother country ; the. greater or Icfs 
demand for Indian manufaflurcs in Europe; and 
the degree of competition experienced from other 
nations, may have had confidcrablc inBuence on 
the nqmbef and utility of the Company's expe- 
ditions : yet it may be faid, that their commerce 
has been inorc cstcnfivc and profperous, in pro- 
portion to th^ iocreafeof their capital. At firff, 

.u confified i,6ac,oco li\rcsf. Tins 

trifling fund \\as. gradually iucrcafcd, by that 
ihare,of the profits that was not rubje(^ to a di- 
vidend, and by the fums, more or Icfs confidcr-r 
able, thrown in by pew proprietors. It had 
arifen to 8,3^2,547 hvres, ten folsf, when, in 
1676, the direftors thought U belter to double 
it, than, to order an immenfe dividend, which 
their fuccefs enabled them to make. This capir 
tal continued incrcafing, till the two Companies 
that had fo obllinatcly oppofed each other, threw 
their wealth, their, plans, and their expe^ations, 
into ^onc common Hock. It has fince ri&n to 
67,5co,cccxn\res S» ^Viib this capital the pro- 
Viftuns and zncrchandifc which India furniihes iq 
fo great abundance, were bought, Thefe were 
confumed in Great Britain, in it's African fac- 
tories, in it’s colonies of the New World, and in 

• 3t*,sf6L -f Sr.josl J 16 *. ji- 

K k a fev cral 
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O K fcvcral parts of Europe* In proccfs of lime tea 
became one of the great objefts of this trade. 

This licrb was introduced into England by the 
Lords Arlington and Odbry, who imported it 
front Holland in 1666, and their ladies brought 
it into falhion among people of their own rank. 
At that time it fold in London for near fcvcniy 
Uvres • a pound, though it coll but three or 
lour I at Bata\ ia. Notwithflanding the price was 
kept up with tery little t'ariation, the taflc.for 
this liquor gained ground; it was not, however, 
brought into common ufc till towards the year 
1715, when green tea began to be drunk, whereas 
till then no fort was known but the bohea. The 
fondnefs for this Afiatlc plant lias fmcc become 
unlvcrfal. Perhaps, the phrenzy is not without 
it’s inconveniences; but it cannot be’denled, that 
it has contributed more to the Ibbriety of the 
nation tlian the fevereft laws, the moft eloquent 
harangues of chrinian orators, or the bell treatife* 
of morality, ■' 

In 1766 fix millions of pounds of tea were 
brought from China by the Englifii, four millions 
five hundred thoefand by the Hutch, two millions 
four hundred thoufand by the Swedes, the/amc 
quantity by the Hanes, and two •millions one 
hundred thoufand by the French. The whole 
of thefe quantities amounted to fcventcen millions 
four bundled thoufand pounds. The preference 
given by mod nations to chocolate, coffee, and 
other liquors, joined to a fcrics of obfervations 
carefully purfued for feveral years, and the moft 
*^®lculations that can poflibly be made in 
fneh complicated cafes, inclines us to think that 
the- whole confumption throughout Europe did 
not exceed, at that period, five millions four 

^ -il iSs as, £<1 to js 4d. 

hundred 
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l»un 4 rcd thoufand pounds.. In this cafe, thatofsooK. 
Great Britain mull have been of twelve millions. IH- 

It is univcrfally allowed, that there arc a: leaft'*^ 
two millions of people in. the mother-country, and 
a million in the colonies, which couftanily drink 
tea., Each individual confomed about four pounds 
an a year ; and each pound, including the taxes, 
was fold, one with another, for fix livres ten 
fols *, According to this calculation, the price 
of this commodity mull have amounted to feventy- 
two millions of livres j-; but this was not exaftly 
the cafe j bccaufc half the quantity was fmoggicd, 
and therefore co/l the nation much lefs. 

The war between Great-Britaln and North 
America, has obliged the Company to diminifii 
it’s imports of tea. But this circumllance has 
not affeSed their trade. The deficiency has been 
fupplied by a greater' quantity of filks furnillicd 
by China and Bengal, and by the incrcafe they 
have given to the fates tlicy commonly ufed to 
make of the produ£lions and manufaflurc's of 
Coromandel and Malabar. Tlicir chief rcfource, 
however, has been the conqueft of Bengal, an 
event rather of a recent date. 

• Should it be alkcd. Whether this allonilhingCdn<ju«n 
revolution, which has hadfo fcnfiblc an Influence, 
both upon the fate of the inhabitants of this partbf \thotn 
of Afia, and upon the trade of the European 
nations in thefe climates, hath been the confc-“* *' 
qucncc and refulc of a feries of political combi- 
nations; or whether it be one of ihofe events, of 
which prudence has a right loboall; we ftall 
anfivcr in the negative. Chance alone has deter- 
mined ic : and the circumllanccs that have opened 
this field of glory and power to the Englifti, far 
from promifing them the fuccefs they have bad, 

• 5J. id. -f* 


feemed 
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BOO Kfccmed on the contrary to threaten them with the 
, mod fatal reverfe of fortune. ■ ‘ ' 

• A ■PERNICIOUS ctidom had for fome time pre- 

vailed in thefc countries. ' The governors' of all 
the European 'fetticments took upon them to 
grant an afylum to fuch of the natives of the 
country as were afraid of opprefiion or punilh- 
mcnl. As they received Very confidcrable Aims 
in return for their proteftion, they overlooked 
the danger to which the ihtcrefts of their princi- 
pals were expofed by this proceeding. One of 
the chief officers of Bengal, who 'was apprized of 
this refourcc, took refuge among the Englifli at 
Calcutta to avoid the puniffiment due to his trea- 
chery. He was ' taken under their protedioni 
The fubah, juftly irritated, put- himfelf at tile 
head of his army, attacked ilic place, and took 
it. He threw the ganifon into a clofe dungeon, 
where they were fullbcated in the fpacc of twelve 
hours. Three and twenty of them only remained 
alive. Thefe wretched people offered large funis 
to the keeper of their prifon, to prevail upon him 
to get their deplorable fituation rcprefcntcd to the 
prince. Their cries and lamentations were fuffi- 
cient informations to the people, who w'crctouchcd 
with conipaffion ; but no one would venture to 
addrefs the dcfpoiic monarch upon the fubjcdl 
The expiring Englifli were told that he was 
asleep; and there was not, perhaps, a finglc per- 
fon in Bengal who thought that the tyrant’s {lum- 
bers ftiQuld be interrupted fqx one moment, even 
t^o preferve the lives of one hundred and fifty un- 
fortunate men. ’ ' 

WjiAT then is a tyrant? Or rather, what are a 
people accuftomed to the yoke of tyranny? Is it 
refped, or fear, that makes tlicm bend under It? 

If it be fear, the tyrant then is more formidable 
* than 
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than Cod, to whom man addrcfies his praycrs,BOOK 
or his complaints, at all times of the night, or at , 
every hour of the day. If it be rcfpcfl, mankind 
may then be brought even to revere the authors 
of their mifery, a prodigy which fupcrflition alone 
could accomplini. Which is ?c that adonilhes us 
moll; the ferocity of the Nabob who Heeps, or 
the meannefs ot him who dares not awake 
him ? 

Admiral Watfon, who was jufl arrived in 
India with his fquadron, and Colonel Clive who 
had fo remarkably diding'uiftcd himfclf in the 
war of the Carnatic, did not delay to avenge the 
caufc of their, country. They collcflcd the Eiig- 
lifli who had been difperfed, and were Hying from 
place to place } they went up (he Ganges in the 
month ot December 1756, retook Calcutta, made 
thcmfelves mailers of /cieral other places, and 
gained a complete vlclory over the fubali, 

A succiss fo rapid and extenfive becomes in a 
manner inconceivable, when we confidcr that it 
was only with a body of five hundred men tliat 
the EngUfli were aSing againll the whole force 
of Bengal. But if their fuperiority was partly 
owen to their better difeipline, and to other evi- 
dent advantages that the Europeans have in battle 
over the Indian powers ; the ambition of eaflern 
chiefs, the avarice of their miniflers, and the 
nature of a gov eminent w liich has no other fprings 
but thofe oi the intercll of the moment, and fear, 
were of Ildl more clTcdual fervicc to them ; they 
availed thcmfelves of the concurrence of ihcfe 
fcveral circumdanccs in this firll, as well as in 
every fucceeding enterprife. TIic fubah was de- 
tefted by.all his people, as tyrants generally are; 
the principal ofiicCrs fold their intcreft to tlic 
Engliili; he was betrayed at the head of-lns 

army. 
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liO OKarray, the greateft part of which refufed to cn- 
S®S® » and he hiinfclf fell into the liands of his 
enemies, who caufed him to be ftranglcd in 
prifon, 

Thly dlfpofcd of the fubahOnp in favour of, 
Jaflicr-Ally^Khan, the ringleader of the confpi* 
raep vvho ceded to the company foinc provinces, 
with a grant of every privilege, exemption, and 
favour, to which they could have any pretenfion. 
But foon growing weary of the )olvC he had im* 
pofed upon himielf, he was' fecretly contriving, 
the means to free himfclf from it. His defigns 
were difeovered, and he w,is taken prifoncr in tlic- 
pentcrof his ow n capit?!. , .i 

Cossim-Ally-Khan, his fon-in.lsvv, was pro?, 
claimed in his Head. He had purebafed this? 
ufurpation with imincnfe fums, But lie did not 
enjoy it long. Impatient of the yoke, as liis prc» 
dcccflbr bad been, he gave fomc tokens of his 
djfpofition, and refufed to fubinii to the laws the 
Company impofedupon him. 1 be war immediate* 
ly broke out again. The fame JafiIcr-Aliy»Khan, 
whom the Enghlb kept in confinement, wa& again 
proclmmcd fubah of Bengal. They marched 
pgainit Coflim- Ally-Khan. His general officers, 
were corrupted : be was betrayed and entirely de- 
feated; too happy, that. while he loft his do* 
mimons, he fiiU preferved the immenfe trcafurcs’ 
he had pmafled, 

NoTwiTiisTANDiirc tfiis revolution, Coffim-. 
A1 y did not forego h,s hopes of vengeance. Fired t 
w|th ^efentment, he went, with all his riches, to 
Bennarcs, chief vizir of the Mogul 
p . This napob, and all the neighbouring 
thcmfelvcs againft^thc common 
h-i/fiV i^Vv^ conteft at prefent was not with, 
p handful of Europeans from the coalt 'of Coro- 
■" . ' 'jnandcl, 
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mandclj'but wUh all the forces of Bengal, ofBobic 
which the Englifti were maders. Elated with . 
their fuccefs, they did not wait to be attacked j' 
they marched immediately to oppofe this formi- 
dable league; and they marched with that confi- 
dence which Clive infpired them with j a leader, 
whofe name feemed to have become the pledge 
of viflory. • Clive, however, would not hazard 
an engagement. Part of the campaign was fpent’ 
in negociations j but at length the treafurcs which 
the Englillt had already drawn from Bengal, 
ferved to enfurc them new conquefis.' The heads' 
of the Indian army were corrupted ; and wlicn the 
nabob of Bennarcs was defirous of coming to 
action be was obVigcd to fly witb bis men, witb- 
out ever being able to engage. 

Bv this viSory, the country of Bennarcs fell 
into the hands or the Englilh : and it feemed as if 
nothing could hinder them from annexing that 
fovercignty to that of Bengal : but either from 
motives of moderation or prudence, they were 
content to Icsy eight millions • by coniribution; 
and they offered peace to the nabob on conditions 
which would render him incapable of doing them' 
any injury : but, fuch as they were, he mod rea- 
dily agreed to them, that he might regain the 
pofleflion of his dominions. 

In the midft of tbefe calamities, Coffim-Ally- 
Khan ftill found means to preferve part of his 
treafurcs, and rcured lo the Seiks, a people 
fituated in the neighbourhood of Delhi, from 
whence he made an attempt to procure feme 
allies, and to raife up enemies againfl the 
Enghlh. 

While thefe things were pafung in Bengal, the 
^logul emperor having been driven from Delhi 
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BOO Kby ibc Pattans, who had proclaimed his- fon itl 
bis room, was wandering from one province to 
^another in fearch ot a place of refuge m lus own 
territories, and vainly rcquelting fuccour from his 
own vaffals. Abandoned by his lubje£Is, betray- 
ed by his allies, without fupport, and without an 
array, he was ilruck by the power of the Eng- 
lifli, and imploicd their proteftion, they pro- 
miled to conduft him to Delhi, and reinftaie him 
on his throne, but they infifted that he fhould 
previoufly cede to them the abfoluie fovcreignty 
over Bengal Ihis ceflion was nnde by an au* 
thentic aft, and attended with all the formahtica 
ufuallypraftifed throughout the Mogul empire 
TlUfi Enghfii, pofleffed of tins title, which was 
to give a Kind of legitimacy to their ufurpation m 
the c\cs of tiic people, foon forgot the promifcs 
they nad made They gave the Mogul to under* 
Hand, that particular circuinflances would not 
fuffer then to engage in fuch an cntcrprife , that 
they muR wilt lo- more favourable times, and 
they afligned him a place of refidence, and a re- 
venue to fubfift upon Ihc Mogul empire was 
then divided between two emperors , one acknow- 
ledged in the fcvcral diftnfts of Indn, where the 
Enghfli Company Ind an/ cllablilhmcnts and au- 
thority , the other in the provinces bordering on 
Delhi, and m thefe parts to which the influence 
of that Company did not extend 

rut Englid), thus become fovcrcigns of Ben- 
gal, have thought It incumbent on them to Keep 
up the fliailow of ancient forms, in a country, 
■where they arc the grcatcfl, and, perhaps, ibe on 
ly power, that is likely to be fccurc and lading 
They governed the kingdom, and received the 
revenues of it, under in- name of a fubah, who, 
while he wai at their 4 ^pofal, and in their pay, 

feemeJ 
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•fccmed to give bis own orders. It Is from himCOOK. 
that all the public afts and decrees, which had __ f 
really been deliberated in the council of Calcutta, 
appeared to proceed j fo that the people, notwlth- 
ftanding their change of mailers, ba\c fora con- 
hdcrablc time been induced ta believe, that they 
were ftill under the fame jokc- 

Str \vge indignity, to wifli to exercife oppref- 
lion, without appearing unjuil ; to be defirous of 
reaping the fruits of onc*s rapine, and to throw 
the odium of it upon anothen - Not to blufh at 
afls of tyranny, and ^ct to bluft at the name of 
tyrant. How wicked Is man, and how much 
more flagitious would be be, if he could be con- 
vinced that hts crimes would remain unki^own, 
and that the punilhment or ignominy of them, 
would fall upon an innocent perfon. ^ 

The conqueft of Bengal, the boundaries of 
which have fince that period been extended, 
as far as that heap of mountains wliich feparate 
the Thibet and Tattary from Indoflan, without 
makinganyeflential alteration in the external form 
of the inglilh Company, has produced a material 
change in the obje^ of it. They arc no longer 
a commercial foctcry, they are aicrntorial power 
which make the iiloft of their revenues, by the 
afiidance of a traffic that formerly was their folc 
exiflence, and which, notwiihflanding the c.\ten> 
fion it has received, is no more than an accclTory 
in ttic \arious combinations of their prefent real 
grandeur. 

The arrangements intended to gi\ e fiabillty to « 
afnoaiion fo profpCToos, arc, pcrhips, die 
rcafonable that can be. England has at prefent » mac- 
in Indi.r an cftabliffinicnt to the amount of nincjrj“ 
thoufand eight hundred raropcan troops, andBenllT 
flftv.four thoufand r.pabts, well pajed, well arui- 

cd. 
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2 9,? ^ difciplincd. Three thoufand of tiiefc 

- — - _r Europeans, and twenty-five thoufand fipahis are 
difperfed along the borders of the Ganges. ' ^ 
The inofl; confidcrable body of thefe troops has 
been ftationed in Bennares, once the fourcc of 
Indian fcicncc, and ftill the molt famous acade* 
my of thefe rich countries, where European ava- 
rice pays no refpc£k to any thmg. This litualion 
has been chofen, becaufe it- appeared favourable 
for flopping the progrefs of thofc warlike people 
who might defeend from the mountains of the 
north i and in cafe of attack,' the maintaining 
of a war in a foreign territory would bq Icfs ruin* 
ous than m the. countries of which the company 
IS to- receive the revenues. On tlic fouth, as 
far ag^ it has been found practicable, they- have 
occupied all the narrow palTcs by which an enter- 
prifing and' aCtivc enemy might attempt to pene-' 
trate into the province. Dacca, which Is in the 
center of it, has under it*s walls a confidcrable 
force always ready to’ march wherever it’s pre- 
fence may be ncccjfary. All the nabobs and ra- 
jahs who arc dependent on the fubahfiiip of Ben- 
gal, arc difarmed, furrounded byfpics, in order to 
dneover their confpiracics, and by troops, to ren- 
der them incfTeaual. • . 

In cafe of any unfortunate revolution which 
might oblige the victorious power to change it’s 
luuauon, and abandon it’s pofls, thcEnglHh have 
conflruacd a fort near Calcutta called Fort Wil- 
Ham, which, m times of urgent ncccffity, would 
Icrvc as a place of refuge for the army, fliould 
they be forced to retreat, and gi\c time to wait 
“'cefiary reinforcements for the recovery 
ot their fupcriority. 

* tJ^sTANDiNG tlic Wife precautions taken 
py theLijghnj, lU) arc cot, and cannot be, with* 
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out apprehenfions. The Mogul power may gain book. 
llrength, andwifli to refcue one of it*s fineft pro- 
vinccs out of the hands of a foreign opprelTor. 

They have reafon to fear that the barbarous na- 
tions may be again attraGcd. by the foftnefs of 
the climate. The princes now at variance may, 
perhaps, put an end to their contefts, and re- 
unite in favour of their common liberty. It is not 
impoffible but that the Indians, who at prefent 
Gonftitute the chief force of the viSorious Eng- 
lifh, may one day turn againibihem ihofe arras of 
which they have taught them the ufe. Their gran- 
deur, which is but imaginary, may, perhaps, 
moulder away without their being actually driven 
from what they poirefs. It is well known that the 
Marattas have always their attention hxed j upon 
this beautiful country, and are condantly threat? 
enlng it with invafion. TJnlefs the Englilh are 
fuccefsful enough, cither , by bribery or intrigue^ 
to divert this dangerous ftorro, Bengal will be the 
objed of their pillage and rapine, whatever mca- 
furcs may be taken to oppofea light cavalry, the 
alcrtncfs of which exceeds every thing that can 
be faid of it. The incurfions of ihcfc plunderers 
may be repeated and then the Company will 
ha\e lefs tribute to receive, and their expences. 
will be increafed. * 

-Supposing, however, that none of the mif-CmErg- 
fortuncs vve have ventured to forefee, ihould take 
place, h it likely that the revenues of Bengal, 
which, in 1773, to 7x,oo4,465 livrcs •, but^‘Tonj«- 
of which 61,379,437 Uvres ten fols f have been , 

abforbed by plunder, or the ncccffary cxpcnccs, 
fliould always continue the fame? This is, at' 

Icafl, a matter of doubt. The EngliOi Company 
no longer export any coin, but cvcji carry asiay 
• s-i. ' »»*. >1. 


for.ie 
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i^fdmc foritheufcjof their faftorics. Their agents 
inake'incTcdible' fortunes, and the private mer- 
chants confidcrablc,ottcs, which they go. to the 
mother-country to enjoy. The other European 
nations find in the ircafurcs'of this ruling power 
accommodations, which make it unneceflary to 
introduce new bullion, hlulh not all . thefe com; 
bined circumftanccs ncceiiariIy;occafioD a defi- 
ciency in the finances of thofe countries, a void 
which will, fooncr or later,, ’be pcrccitcd' in the 
making up of the public accounts ? ‘ 

That period might indeed be protraficdj.if the 
Engldh, rtTiicCiingtlic rights of humanity, were at 
length to deliver thofccountrlcs from the opprefr 
fion under which they have •condnued to groan 
ior fo' many ages, 'ilicn Calcutta, far from be- 
ing an objeft of terror to the Indians, would be- 
come a tribunal always open to the complaints 
of thofe unhappy fufierers whom tyranny Ihould 
dare to molell. Property would be holden fo fa- 
cred, that the ircafurc, wiiicli for fo many years 
has been buried, would betaken oucof the boucls 
of the earth, to fcnc the purpofeof it’s dclti* 
nation. Agriculture and manuladlurcs would hfi 
encouraged to fucli a degree, that the exports 
would become from day to day morcconfiderablc} 
and the Company, by following fuch ^maxims as 
thefe, inflcad of being driven to the ncccllity of 
Icflcning the tributes which they found cllabhlh- 
cd, might poflibly find means to bring about an 
augmentation confident with the general faiisfac- 
tion of the natives. Let it not be fald that fuch 
a plan is chimerical. The Engliflj Company itfclf 
has already proved the pofiibility of it. 

Most of the European nations that have ac- 
uuircd any territory in India, generally clioofc 
lor their farmers the natives of the country* from 

whom 
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whom they exact fuch confiderabic funis in ad boo, K 
vance, that in order to pay them, they arc obliged J**- 
to borrow at an exorbitant intcrcft. The diftrcf^ 
which thefc greedy farmers voluntarily, bring on 
thcmfclvcs, obliges them to exaft of the inhabit- 
ants, to whom they let fome parcels of the land 
below their value, fo confidcrablc a rent, that 
thefc unfortunate perfons quit their villages, and 
abandon them for ever. The contraftor, ruined 
by this incident, which renders him infolvcnt, 
is difmifled to make room for a fucceflbr, who 
commonly meets with the fame fate; fo that it 
very frequently happens, that nothing but the 
firft fum depolited, or very Httlc more, is ever 
received. / 

Different meafures ha>e been purfued in the 
EngUfii colonics, on the coaft of Coromandel. It 
was obferved that the villages had been formed by 
Ibveral families, who, for the moll part, were con- 
nefied with each other j this has been the rcafon 
why the cuftom of cmplo)mg farmers has been, 
abolillicd. Ever) land was taxed at a certain an- 
nual rent, and the head of the family was fe- 
curity for his relations and connexions. This me- 
thod united the colonifts one with another, and 
created in tliema difpofition, as well as the power, 
of affording each other a reciprocal fupport. Tjii? 
has occafioned the fettlemcnts of that nation to 
rife to the utmoft degree of profperity they were 
capable of aitamingj while tbofeof her rivals were 
languiQiing for want of culu\ation and manufac- 
ture;., and conrequemly of population. 

Wnv muff a mode of condu£l, which docs fo 
much honour to rcafon and humanity, be confined 
to the fmall territory ol Madras? Can it be true 
that moderation is a virtue tbac belongs only to 
a Uatc of mcdiocrhv ? The Eoglilh Company,, till 

thefe 
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B o O Kthcfe latter times, had,al^9ays boldcn.a epnduftfu- 
perior to that' of the‘ other' 'Companies. ' 'Their 
'' ^agents, their faflorsi wcre'wcll chofen.' The moil' 
part of .them, were young' men of good familiesi' 
•who 'were not afraid,' when the fervice of their 
country called uponlhcm,'to crofs thofeimmenfe 
feas which 'England. confiders" as part of' her 

empire. . TheConipany had generally taken their 
commerce in a' great point of view, and had almojl 
always carried it.onlike'an aflbeiation of true poli- 
ticians as well as a body of merchants. 'Upon the 
•whole, their planters, merchants, and foldicrs had 
preferved more honellyi.morc regularity, and more 
firmnefs than'tbofc of the other nations. ’ 
opprtffi- ' ."Who would ever have imagined that this fame 
cweWw Company, by a fuddcn.'altcfation of conduft, and 
Mtreifcd changc'of fyft'em;. could poffibly makrthc people 
of Bengal regret ihe'dcfpotifm of their* ancient 
“ maflcrsf'That fatal revoluiioo has been bur tqp 
fuddtn.and too real. ^ A fettled- -plan ‘of tyranny 
has taken the place of authoHty occallonally ex- 
erted.^ The exafliohs pre become general arid' 
fixed, the' opprcifion continual' and abfolute:'The' 
dcftruaiyc arts of' monopolies have been ■ im- 
proved,' and new 'ones liavc been invented. In a 
word, the Company have tainted and corrupted' - 
the public fourecs of confidence and happinefs; ' ’ * 

■' Under' the' governniciJt of the Moguk'Em- 
perors,^ the fubahs, 'who had the care of the re- 
venuesi 'vere, from’ the nature of the bufinefs,' 
obliged to leave the receipt’ of them- to Nabobs,* 
Polygars, and Jemidars, who were a fort of fuperior- 
fccurity for other Indians, andxhefc ftiU for others;' 
fo that the produce. qC the Unds and' 

was partly funk amidfl a multitude of Ifitcrmcdiaie 
hands, before it came into the collcrs of the fubah,' 
who, on. his part,, delivered but'a very fmall por- 
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tion of it to the emperor. This adminiftralion, BOOK 
faulty in many refpeSs, had m it one favourable , 
circucnilance for the people, that the farmers^ 
never being changed, the rent of the farms re- 
mained always tlic fame ; becaufe the leall in- 
creafe, as it difturbed the whole chain of advan- 
tage which every one received tn his turn, would 
intaihbly have occafioncd a revolt : a terrible rc- 
fource, but the only one left in favour of huma- 
nity, in countries growing under the oppreflions 
of defpotic rulers. 

It is probable that in the midft of thefc regu- 
lations there were many a£ls of injudice and par- 
tial oppredions. But, at lead, as the airedincn^ 
of the public monies was made at a fixed and mo- 
derate rate, emulation was not wholly cxtmguifii- 
ed. The cultivators of the land being fare of 
laying up the produce of their harved, alter pay- 
ing with exafinefs the rate of their farm, fecond- 
edjhc natural fertility of the foil by their labour; 
the weavers, maders of the price of. the works, 
being at liberty to make choice of the buyer wfio 
bed iuitcd them, exerted thcmfclvcs in extending 
and improving their manufactures. Both the one 
and the other, having no anxiety with regard to 
their fubfidence, yielded with fatisfafllon to the 
mod delightful inclinations of nature, or the pre- 
vailing propenfity of thefe climates ; and beheld, 
m the increafc of their family, one method of 
augmenting their riches. Such are evidently the 
rcafons why indudry, agriculture, and population, 
have been carried to fuch a height in the province 
of Bengal. It fhoyld feem that they might dill 
be earned further under the govermnent ol a free 
people, friends to humanity , but the third of 
gold, the mod tormenting, the mod cruel of all 
paffions, has given rife to a^ pernicious and ,dc- 
druftivc admuullraiioh. . ^ 

VoL. I. LI 
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BOOK ‘ Thb EngHfii, become foverdgtis ^ of Bengal; 
not content \vith receiving the revenues on the 
fame footing as the ancient fubahs, have been 
defirous at once to angineiU the produce of the 
farms, and to appropriate to themfelves the bene- 
fit of them. To accompUni both thefe objefts, 
they are become the farmers to their own fubah, 
that is, to a flave on whom they have juft con- 
ferred that empty title,' the more fecurcly to im- 
pofe upon the people. The confcquencc of this 
new plan has been to pillage the farmers, in order 
to fubftitutc in their room the Goinpany*s agents; 
They have alfo monopolized the fale of fait, to- 
bacco, and betel, articles of immediate ncccffity 
in thofe countries, but they have done this under 
tlic hamc, and apparently on the account of the 
fubih. They have gone ftiil furtlicr, and' have 
obliged the very fame fubah to cftablifli in their 
favour an cxclufivc privilege for the fale of cot- 
ton brought from any other province, in order to 
raife it to an. exorbitant price. They have aug- 
mented the cuftoms, and have at length caufed 
an cdi£l to be publifhed, which forbids.cvcry Eu- 
ropean, except the Englini, from'irading in the 
interior parts of Bengal. • 

~ Wh£k we rcQcfl on this cruel prohibition, it 
feems as if it had been contrived only to deprive 
of cicry power of mifehief' that unfortunate 
country, wbofc'profperiiy, for their own intcrcif, 
ouglit to be the only objea of the Englifli Com- 
paiij. Beridci,tlt is eafy to fee that the pcrfonal 
members of the council at Calcutta 
has diQated that thatneful law. Their dcficn was 
to cnfurc to themfelves the produce of all the 
manuf^atturcs, In order to compel the merchants 
•’ who chofe to trade from one part 

ol Inuu to another, topurchafe thefe ariicici of 
*'• - them 
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them at an exorbitant price, or to renounce their book 
undenakings. . 

But ftill, in the midft of this overbearing con- 
du&, fo contrary to the adv'antage of their conftr- 
tuents, thefe treacherous agents have attempted 
to dirguifejthemfclvcs under the malk of zeal. 

They have pretended, that. as they were under 
the ncccflity of exporting to England a quantity 
of merchandife - proportioned to the extenti of 
her commerce, the (Competition of private trad- 
ers was prejudicial to the purchafes of the Cout- 
pany, . • . . . 

IInder the fame pretence, and in order to ex- 
tend- this- exclufion to ‘ the 'foreign fpttlcmcnts 
•while they, appear j to -refpeft their rights, they 
have of late years ordered more merchandife 
than Bengal could furni(h« i At the fame time the 
■u cavers, have been forbidden to work for other 
nations until the Engliflj Company’s orders were 
completed. Thus the workmen, not being - any 
longer at liberty to choofc among^the fcveral 
pucchafers, have been .forced to deliver the fruits 
of their labour at any price they could get, for 
them, ! • , - , 

' Let us confidcr too in what coin thefe work- 
men havd been paid. Here reafon is confound- 
ed ; andwe arc at a lofs for cxcufcs or pretexts. 

The Englilh, conquerors 1 of Bengal, poflclTors 
of the iuimenfe treafurcs which the fruicfulnefs of 
the foil, and ‘the indullry of the inhabitants had 
collccled, have debafed thcmfelves fo far as to 
alter the value of the fpccic. .They have fet the 
example of this meannefs unknown to the def- 
potic rulers of Afia j and it is by this di/graceful 
afl that they have announced to the natives their 
fovcrcigniy over them. An operation, indeed, 
fo contrary to the principles of trade and public 
- L 1 2 faith, 
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K faith, could not fubAft for any length of time. 
The Company themfclves found the pernicious 
cflcfls of It, and were all refolved to call in all the 
bafe coin, in order to ‘replace it with other mo- 
ney, cxaftly the fame as that which was always 
current in ihofe countries. But let us attend to 
the manner in which foncccflaryan alteration was 
conduced. 

They had ftruck In gold rupees to the amount 
of about fifteen millions * nominal value, but 
which reprefented, in fadt, but nine millions f ; 
for four tenths, or fomethtng more, was alloy. All 
who were found to ^ofiefs thefc gold rupees of 
lalfc alloy, were' enjoined to bring them into the 
treafury at Calcutta, where they mould be rcira- 
burfed for them in filvcr rupees ; but inftead of 
ten rupees and a half' of filvcr, which each gold 
rupee ought to be worth according to lt's~ratc, 
they gave them but fix } fo that the amount of 
the alloy became the, clear lols of the creditor. 

An oppreflion fo general muft ncccflarily be 
attended with violence ; and confcqucntly it has 
cen nccclTary fcvcral times to have rccourfe to 
lorcc ot arms to carry into' execution the orders 
ot the council at Calcutta. Thefe forces have 
no been employed againft the Indians alone ; tu- 
mults havc alfo broken out, and military prepa- 
rations been made on all Tides, even \h the midft 
Europeans have been expofed to 
fignal adls of hoft,|«y, and particularly the French; 
who, notwHhflandmg their being fo reduced, and 
the^jealoufy of their 

Wcle tn public oppreffions, we 

find fii,. extortions, we Ihould 

agents of the Company, almolt every 

• fia^.wwl. + ijs.oooU 
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^here, cxafting their tribute with extreme rigour, B 
and raifing contributions with the utmofl cruelty. 
We fliould fee them carrying a kind of inquifitiou 
into every family, and fitting m judgment upon 
every fortune robbing indifcriminatcly the arti- 
fan and the labourer, imputing it often to a man' 
as a crime that he is not fufficiently rich, and 
puniDiing him accordingly. We fhould view 
them felling their favour and their credit, as well 
to opprefs the innocent, as to fkreen the. guilty. 
We fliould find,, in confcqucncc of thefe irregu- 
larities, dcfpair feizing every heart, and an uni: 
verfal dejeftion* getting the better of every mind, 
and uniting to put a fto^tq,thc'progrcfs andafti* 
viiy of commerce, agriculture, and population. , 
'IT will bethought, without 'doubt, after thefe 
details, it was impofliblc that Bengal ihould have 
frcfli evils to dread. But, however, as if the ele- 
ments, in league with mankind, had intended to 
bring all at once upon the fame people every ca- 
lamity that by turns lays wafle the univerfe, a 
drought, of which there never had been an inflance 
ia thefe climates, came upon them, and prepared 
the way for a mofl dreadful famine in a country 
of all the mofl fertile. 

In Bengal there arc two harvefls ; one in A. 
pril, the other in Oftober. The firft^ called the 
little harvefl, conliAs of the fmaller grain : the 
fccond, ftilcd the grand harvefl, is flngly of rice. 
The rains, which commence regularly in the 
month of Augull, and end in the middle of Oc- 
tober, arc the occafion of thefc diflerent produc- 
tions; and it was by a drought, which happen- 
ed in 1769, at the fcafon when the rains arc cx- 
pe^ed, that there A'as a failure in the great har-; 
veftof 1769, and the Icfs har\cfl of 1770. Iris 
true, that the rice on the higher gro’unJs tlul not 

lutfcr 
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greatly by thii diilurbancc of the 'fcafoni^ 

t there u as far from a'fulHcicnt quantity for’ the 

fiourilhmcnt of all the inhabitants of the country J 
add 10 which, the Knglifii, who' were engaged, 
before-hand to take proper care of their fubhft* 
4 ncc, as well as of that of the fipahis belonging 
to them, did not fail to keep locked up in their 
xnagazine a part of this harvcIV, though it ua< 
already infuIBcient. <* 

They have been accufed of having made a very 
bad ufc of that neceflary forefight, in order to 
carry on the raoft odious and the moft'criminal of 
all monopolies. It may be true that fuch a 
horrid method of acquiring riches may have 
tempted foinc individuals ; but that* the chief 
agents of the Company, that the Council of Cal- 
^ould have adopted and ordered fucli a 
dcuru£livc fchcmcj that, to gain a few millions of 
rupees, the Council Ihould coolly have devoted to 
dcdruclion fcvcral millions of their fcllow-crca* 
turcs, and by the moft cruel means; this is a 
circumllancc we never can give credit to. We 
even venture to pronounce it impofiiblc; becaufc 
luch wickcdncfs could never enter at once into' 
the minds and hearts of a fet of men, whofe bufit 
‘^'^^'tjcratc and aft for the good of 

. however, xvas foon felt through- 

ironlv fnS which was com* 

' e^^d^a^v f©*" three pounds, incrcafcd 

to five or 

found * i *"^«d‘was there any to be 

pcansh-’d places where tbe'Euror 

pcans h.d taken care to collca it for their own 
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I, TiiS unhappy Indians were every day pcrifhing BOOK 
by ihouCinds in this famine, without any means . . 

of help and without any rcfourcc, not being able 
to procure tbcmfelvcs the Jcail nouriftinicnt. 

They were to be feen in their villages, along the 
public ways, in the midfl of our European colo-" 
nies, pale, meagre, fainting, emaciated, con- 
fumed by famine ; fomc firetched on the ground 
ia expedation of dying, others • fcarce able to 
drag tbemfelves on to feck for > any food,*and 
throwing tbemfelves at the feet of the Euro- 
peans,, inlrcating . them to take them in as their 
flaves. ' ' - 

To this dcfcriptlon, which makes humanity 
fhudder, let u$ add other objects equally Oiockr- 
ing; let imagination enlarge. upop them, if pof* 
fible; let us reptefent to ourfelves infants defert- 
ed, fome expiring on the bread of their mothers 
every where the dying and the dead mingled to- 
gether 5 on aU fidcs the groans of forrow, and the 
.tears of defpair; and we iball then have fome 
faint idea of the horrible fpedacle Bengal prefent- 
ed for the fpacc of fix weeks. 

Dus INC this whole time the Ganges was cover- 
ed with carcafes ; the fields and highways were 
choaked up with them; infcflious vapours filled 
the air, and difeafes multiplied ; and one evil fuc- 
ceeding another, it was likely to happen, that the 
pleguc might have carried off the remainder -of 
the inhabitants of that unfortunate kingdom. It 
appears, by calculations pretty generally acknow- 
ledged, that the famine carried off a fourth, part ; 
that is fo fay, about three mUitons. , , 

But it is dill more remarkable, and ferves to 
, charadcrife the gcnilcncfs, or rather the indo- 
lence, as well moral as natural, of the natives, 
that amidff this terrible dillrcfs, fuch a multitude 
r of 
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® ''.r'’" P'-'fl'rf by >bc moft urgent 

, — ^_^ot _aU ncccffitics, remained in an afafoluie inac 
tinty, and made no alicmpts whatever for their 
felf-prefervatton. All the Europeans, efpecially 
Ae Enghfli, were poreffed of magazines. Thefc 
w^rc even refpeaed; as, well as private houfes, 
orevdlla ’ “’flacrc, nor the Icaft violence 
- c ?*’l‘‘"bappy Indians, refigned to def^ 
>h«nfcives to .the, requefl of fuc- 

Se reltFof deal ^“““bly waited 

EoroJ, ““fftlves any part of 

S ,^'aed by a limtlar calamity. What 
eriml'^^' 'u’' alrocious afls! what 

""‘'nding for their 
ftodwitbthetr dagger m hand, fome purfuing; 
fome flymg, and, svithout remorfe, maflacring 

vouim ‘b'n’Irlves, tearing and de- 

of defmir */ *nrbs, and, in the bhndnefs 

well atev^rlT’’-'"® “" 1 " a“>b°rity, at 

'had b F, .r'?' of "“‘“te and reafonT - 
had the like ^ fn*c of the Englilh to have 
lople of B 1 ° on the part of the 

H lefs oenrf ’ ’’'a ‘'’o f=‘“i"o bare 

ting afid/ as dvdruaive. . For fet. 

monopoly’,' 00*^00 °f 

againft the renm^ to defend them 

tilily. And in t ^^gJ'gcncc and infenfi^ 

reproach? In ^* *'”^* they merited that 
lifror d;aj!l'of -ben the 

creatures was in .1, * tnilhons of their fellow'- 
thai;mruchanahcrnr.-’*’'''T would think 

hind, tharrennm/m '“'O <=f Imman. 

b- infpited t'br 

the 
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the poor wretches, expiring before the eyes of the B 
Europeans, with rcafon have cried out, “ Is it 
^ then but for our ruin that you arc fertile in ex- 
pedicnts for your own prcfcrvation ? The im- 
menfe treafurcs which a long fuccefSon of ages 
** had accumulated in this country, you have 
made your own fpods; you have tranf^rted 
** them into your oum country; you hare levied 
“ your contnbulions on us; you have got your 
“ agents to receive them for you ; you are maf- 
“ ters of our interior commerce; you arc the 
foie managers of all our exported racrchandifc; 

« your numerous vcflcls laden with the produce 
<* of our induftry and our foil,- pour riches into 
your fadorics, and into your colonies. All 
** thefe thmgs you regulate, and you carry on 
** folely for your oun advantage. But what have 
♦« you done for our prefervation ? What fteps 
“ nave you taken to remove from us tbefcourge 
that threatened us f Deprived oT all autno- 
** nty, ftripped of our properly, weighed down 
“ by the terrible hand of power, we can only lift 
our bands to you to implore your alliflaDce. 

<* Ye have heard our groans; ychavcfccn famine 
“ making very quick advances upon us; and 
then ye attended to your own prcfcrvaiion. 

“ Ye have hoarded up the fmall quantity of pro»‘ 
vifions which cfcapcd the pcllilcncc; ye have’ 

** hllcd yourgrananes with them, and dmnbuted 
them among your foldiers. But us, the fad 
<* dupes of your availcc, wretches in every re-"* 

♦* fpeS, as well by your tyranny as by your in» 
tliQercnce, ye treat us like Haves, while ye 
fuppofe we have any riches, but when it ap. 
peats we ate but a fet of beings full of wants, 

** then you no longer regard u& even as huir-n 
** creatures. Of what fcnice is U to us ihacyou 

“ Uve 
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B 9t? ^ management of our public force? enV 

^ “I* . tirely in your hands ?. Where arc the laws-and 
“•the- morals of \?hich ye are fo proud? -What 
“ then is that government whofe •wifdoin yoq fo 
“ much boaft of ? Have ye put a ftop to the pro- 
digious exports made by your private traders'? 
“ Have ye changed the deftination of your Ihips? 
“ Have they traverfed the neighbouring fcas in 
“ fearch of the means of fubfiftence for us? 
Have ye requefted it of the adjacent coun- 
tries i Ah, why has Providence fuffered you to 
“ break the chain which attached us to our ancient 
** fovereigns ? Lefs grafping, and more humane 
than ‘ye arc,' they would have invited plenty 
from albparts of 'Alia; they would have open- 
cd every communication ; they would have la- 
vilhed'thcir treafures, and have thought they 
“ did but enrich themfelves while they preferved 
“ their fubjefts.** • . < i .. 

rms'lalt refiefiion, at lealf, was calculated 
to make an impreilion on the £nglIQi, fuppoling 
even that every fentiincnt of humanity was ex- 
linguifiicd in their hearts by the effefts of dc- 
pravity. .'The bwrennefs had been announced by 
a drought ; and it is not to be doubted, that, if in- 
ftead of haying folcly a regard to themfelves, and 
remaining in an entire negligence of everything 
elfe, they had from the firft taken every precaution 
m their power, they might have accomplilhed 
the prcfervation of many lives that were loft. 

I r muft be allowed, that the corruption to 
.which' the Engljfli gave themfelves up from the 
, . beginning of their power, the opprcllion 
which fuccccded it, the abufes every day multi- 
the entire lofs oF all principle ; all ihefc 
circumftances together form a contrail totally in- 
confiftcnt with their paft conduct in India, and 

the 
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the real conflltution of their government iaEu.B 
rope. Bui this fort of problem in morals will be 
cafily folvcd, upon confidctingr^ith attention the 
natural efieft of circumftances and c\ ents* 

B£ 129 g now- become abfolutc rulers in an em- 
pire where they were but traders, it was very dif- 
ficult for the Englilh not to-iraake a bad ufc of 
their power. At a diftancc from their country, 
men are no longer retrained by the fear of bluQi- 
ing before their countrymen. In a hot climaiq 
where the body lofcs it*s vigour, the mind muft 
lofc fomc of it’s ftrength. ' In a country where 
nature and cuftom lead to indulgence, men are 
apt to be fcduccd. In regions where they come 
for the purpofc of enriching thcmfclvcs, they cafily 
forget to be juft. 

Perhaps, hov/ever, in a fitnation fo dangerous, 
the Englilh would at Icaft have preferved fome 
appearance of moderation and virtue, bad they 
been checked by the reftraim of the laws : but 
there were none to diteft or to bind them. The 
regulations made by the Company, for the carry- 
ing on of their commerce, were not applicable to 
' this new arrangement of a&irs ; and the EngliGi 
government, confidcring the conqueft of Bengal 
but as a help towards mcrcafing numerically the 
revenue of Great Britain, gave up to the Company 
for 9,000,000 of hvres * per annum the dclliny 
of twelve millions of people. 

These unfortunate vIAlmsof infatiatc cupidity, 
were opprefled with all the feourges that tyranny 
could collet j and the Company which ordered 
or connived at all thefe crimes, was not the lefs 
threatened with total rum. This would have 
been completed, if, in 1773, authority had not 
Hepped in to their aiHftaucc, and enabled them 
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^ engagements they had entered 

'— D'Jt the Parliament ordered that all the 
details ofr this corrupt 'adminiftralion Ihould be 
fubinittcd to^ it’s infpcdion ; that the numerous 
frauds and violences which had been committed 
mould be publicly unmafleed ; and that the rights 
c ^ ^holc people ihould be weighed in the Icale 
01 liberty and iufticc. 

Yes, augufl Icgiflators, ye will ful61 our ex- 
pcttations . Ye will rcftorc mankind their rights} 
ye Will put a curb on avarice, and break the yoke 
w tyranny. The immoveable authority of law, 
mall be fubftilutcd in all parts, to an adminiftra- 
tion merely arbitrary. At fight of this authority; 
monopoly, that tyrant over indurtry, will for ever 
ouappear. The fetters which private intcreft has 
iivetted upon commerce, ye will ftrike off in fa- 
vour of general advantage. > 

You will not confine yourfcivcs to this mo- 
tnentary reformation.. Y'ou will carry your views 
into futurity} you will calculate the influence of 
o\ danger of circumflanccs, the conta- 

5o?, . 11 prevent their cffcfls, 

« . n- perfons without connexions, with- 
outpaffions, to jifit thefe diftant countries ; iffu., 
o®n!n ^ bpfomof your metropolis, they are 
rnmii in. order to hear 

ivnrH reftify abules, redrefs injuries ; in a 

pi^n. 7°“ 

haorjiner. nf much towards the 

voS? otn h ' >>“' for 

fo cenourr you have/ltll 

reives '"®°'’y "’o”''y of your- 

if ^ ‘"''1='-''^ enjoy thefieets 

^ P P y* Portion out to them the fields on 

which 
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which they were born ; they will learn to cultU BOOK 
vate them for ihcmfclvcs. Attached to, you by ^ 
thefe favours, more than ever they were by fear, 
they will pay with joy the tribute you impofc with 
moderation. They will tn(lru£l their children to 
adore and admire your government; and fuc- 
ceflive generations will tranfmit, with their inhe- 
ritance, the fentiments of- their happinefs mixed 
with that of, their gratitude. • • \ 

.'.Then fiiall the friends of mankind applaud 
your fuccefs ; they will indulge the hope of feeing, 
prolperity once more revive in a country crabcl- 
lilhed by nature, and no longer ravaged by de- 
fpotifm. It will be pleafing to them to* think 
that the caiamitics which Rifled thofc fertile 
countries arc for ever removed from them. They 
will pardon in you thofe ufurpatlons,’ which have 
been only fee on foot for the fake of defpoiling 
tyrants ; and they will invite you to new con- 
quefts, when they fee the influence of your fublime 
conftilution extending itfelf even to the very cs- 
trcmiiics of Afia, to give birth to liberty, pro- 
perty, and happinefs. ' ^ * 

' LhT us now inquire whether thefe hopes, found- Meafurcs ■ 
cd upon the high opinion which the Britifli Icgif-^'"^^’ 
laturc moft neceflarily infpirc us with, were rca- Tcrol^nt, 
lized. Firft, to prevent an inevitable bankruptcy, 
the effects of’ which would have been fpread to altfe^fto^ 
great diftance, the government permitted thcputaaend 
Company to borrow 31,500,000 livres *, at 
intcreft of four per cent. This futn has been fuc-alltjnd*. 
cclUvely* reimburfed, and the laft payment made 
inthe month of December lyyd.- 

Thb parliament afterwards rclcaled the Com- 
pany from the annual tribute of 9,000,000 of 
iivrcs f, ‘ which they paid to the treafury fmpc 
• I.jn.sool. + 375.o?oJ.. ^ 
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ptriod for ihc renewal of this con-» 
tribution was hot yet fettled. It was only rc-^ 
folvedj' tliat die proprietors fliould not receive a 
dividend of more thart ei|jlit , per cent, without 
fliQtin^ the oveiplus with the government. 

* The fate of the proprietors alfo engaged the 
attention of government. - The- trade of India 
was ill underftood, and condufled upon vciy un» 
certain principles, in the laH century, 1 he conJ 
fequence of this was, that, in fomc inftattces, 
enormous profits were made, and in others, con- 
fiderablc lofles incurred. The dividends received 
bynbe proprietors, were regulated by ihefe-flucd 
tuitions. In procefs of time, thefe differences' 
dccreafed, but the dividends were never equal.^ 
In 1703, they were no more than five per cent, 
m 1709, they arofc to eight, and In 1710,^ to* 
nine. For eleven years fubfequent to this, they re- 
mained at ten, and were at eight only frotn^iyaf 
to 1731. ' From that period to 1743, they did not 
exceed fe\ch percent.- From 1743 to 1756, they 
rofe to eight, -but fell to fix-froin 1756 to 1766 . 
In 1767, they rofe to ten, and were incrcafcd fiic- 
ccliively, by two per cent, more, 'the following 
years. In 1 77 1 , they were carried as far as t« elve 
and a half ; ^ but eighteen months afterwards, the 
parliament reduced them to fix, till the payment of 
31,500,000 hvres* was completed. - Tbc-Com- 
pany having fulfilled this engagement, raifed their 
dividend to feven ; and afterwards to eight, when 
they had paid off the half of their debt, known 
uhdet the name of bills of conttaff, and which 
amounted to 67,500,000 hvres-}-. > ' 

SiHp the origin of the Company, the propri- 
^tors h^c always ebofen annually twenty-four 
petfons from among them, to condua their af- 


fairs. 
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fairs. Although thcfe dircftors may.bc’chofcn B O O K 
three times fucccflivcly, and although thofc who 
arc moll in repute frequently fuccced in obtain* 

' ing this advantage, )ct they were too much de- 
pendent upon their conftituents to form any con- 
nefted plans, or, to adopt any refolutc mcafurcs. 

The parliament ordered, that, for tlie future, every 
diredor fliould remain for four years, and that 
the fourth part of the direction Ihould be renewed 
every year. i 

The cohfufion that prevailed in the ^delibera- 
tions, fuggefted the idea of another, regulation. 
Hitherto, the public meetings had been tumul- 
tuous, becaufc every proprietor of 11^250 Iivres • 
had tt right to vote. It was rcfolvcd, that, for 
the future, this right fhould only be granted to 
thofc who had double that fum. They were even 
compelled to alErm upon oath, lliat they were 
really proprietors of tnis capital, and bad been '' 
fo for a whole year. I . .j , 

It is faid, that government bad further .views. 

They intended to reduce the number of, direc- 
lora to fifteen, to increafe their apppintments 
from 22,500 iivres f to 45*000 n\rcsl,-and to li- 
berate them from the controul of the proprietors. 

If this plan, which was to give fo much influence 
to iiiindlry, has bccu^rcaDyt formed, fotnc un- 
forefeen circumftanccs rauft hav^ prdventfed ,it 
from being carried in\o cxccmicai- . i... , / 

^ .. Indepcndsnt of, the changes ordered by par". 
hament, the Company. itfclfi ihade an arrangci- 
tnent of evident utility. - . / . ,-^1 

vo'JChis. great aflociation, frora’thclr firfl origin, 
wei-e ambitious of'having-/a nav),*; It was annU 
hilatcJ) when .they renewed theic commerce^ ia 
the time -of the Eroteftor. . As tlxey were then 

T 
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BOOK eager to enjoy the benefit of this trade, tlicy 
refoUed to make ofcot the flups of priva[c per- 
Tons , and the plan they adopted at. fir(l from nc- 
cclllty, they pcrfcvcrcd in afterv^ards from mo- 
tives of occonomj. Merchants ufed to freight 
fiiips for them, completely equipped and vifluaU 
led, to convey to India, and to bring back from 
thence, the number of tons agreed upon. The 
time they vvcrc. to rcinim at the phcc of tlicrr 
dcftmaiion, was always fixed. 'Ibofc which would 
not be fupplicd wiifi cargoes, were ufually taken 
by fome free merchant, who readily engaged to 
indemnify the owners. Ihcy were to be dif- 
paichcd the fitft in the enfuing fcafon, in order 
that their riggmg might not be too much worn. 
In cafes of ncccfilty, ilie Company ufed to fur- 
ni(h them wuli rigging from ihcir own ftorcs, 
but they were paid for them at a fiipulatcd price, 
of fifty per cent, profit. 

Tug mips employed m thisnavigiiion, earned 
from fix to eight hundred tons, Ihc Company, 
at their departure, only tooll the room they want- 
ed for their iron, lead, copper, woollen Huffs, 
and Madeira •wines, the only mcrchandifc they 
fent to India *1116 proprietors might fill up the 
remaining fpacc m the Hup with the provifions 
nccclTary for fo long a voyage, and wuh all the 
articles which the Company they ferved did not 
make objcAs of tlicir trade. At their retarn, 
they had alfo the right ot difpofing ot the fpacc of 
thirty tons, which, by their contrail, they had re- 
ferved rhey were cycn authorifcd to fill up this 
fpacc with the fame goods that were, received by 
me Company, but upon condition that they 
fliouid pay thiny per cent on the value of them. 

In 177 3 > this tax was reduced to the half, m 
hopes that this favour would induce the owners 

and 
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and their agents’ to fulfil their’ engagements with book 
more esaQnefs, and that it would put a ftop to . 
fraudulent imports. ;This .new arrangement -nof 
having had the effeft that was cxpcQed from ir»' 
the Company at length took the rcfplutlon to ap-' 
propriate to their own ufc ail. the fpacc of thefc ' 

.Since’ this /refolution,'. thc^ import the 
fame, quantity of ^merchandLfe on a fmallcr num- ' 
her of vcflclsi..by. wlucj^ they make an .annual 
faving of'a,a^o,ooo livres *. :In i777» theyfent 
put only forty-five Ihips, confifting pr- thirty-three' . 
thpuf^nd one' hundred: pod/fixty-onc tons, and* 
the cjews.of which amounted to; four thoufiind 
five hundred racTj.* ; . 

• .The furgeon of each VclTcI, on it's return front ' 

India, receives, befide his appointments, gra- 
tuity of .four J^d twenty Uvresf for each man he ; 
brings- back to Europe.- k-has been thought,’ 
with rcafon, that this furgeon,- when .better rci" 
warded, vrould take more care of thofe that were, 
intruded to him, .and, that the life, of a man was ' 
wortji more than a guirica. Jf-thc. fame ciiftom 
has not been adopted clfcwhcrc, it. is: either be-* 
caufc they have .a higher opinion- of the furgeon, ' 
ora Icfs value for roan. , -• 

The' reformation, introduced* in Europe in the 
management of the Company,;was- wife and nc- 
ceflary ; but it was chielly in the Indies that hu- 
manity, jufticc, and policy, were fubvcrtcd.' Thefo * 
dreadful truths did not cfcapctlte notice of govern- ' 
juent ; and wc fliaU now fee what means w-cre fug- ' 
gcflcd to them for the- re'Cilabliihment of order. 

The boldell or moll ambliiods members of the* 
admimfitafion, advanced, tbat*iKc.lcgiflatWc body ; 
ought to decide, that 'die territorial acquifitions'^ 
made ia Alia did not belong ra' the Company; ^ 


: -ifpt. I. 
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BOO ubut to the nation, which would immediately take 
^^__f^f;^poircflion of them* This fyllcm, upon whatever 
grounds of realonlng it inigiit have been fup- 
ported, would certainly liavc been rejefted. The 
moft enlightened among the citizens would have 
feen, that this arrangement would have given 
too much influence to |hc crow'n ; it W’ould have 
alarmed even thofc vcnhl minds which had hither- 
to been mod partial to regal authority* ‘f > ^ ^ 

Tub parliament then thought proper to confine 
itfclf to the eflabliflimcnt of *a fupreme council 
in Bengal, compofed of five members, whofc 
places, when they became vacated, were to be 
filled up by the Company, but with the approba- 
tion of the King. The abfolutc diredion of all the 
provinces conquered in that country, was. con- 
Icrred on this council ; whofe jurifdidion extends 
alfo over all the other parts of India, in which the 
Englifli have poflcflions. Perfons who are in 
power there, cannot make either war or peace, 
or enter into any treaty with the princes of the 
country, without the confent of this’ council. It 
IS to obey all the orders fent from the dircSors, 
who, in their turn, are obliged to impart to the 
miniflry all the intelligence they receive. Al- 
though the operations of commerce be not im- 
mediately under the infpedion ofithis council, 
yet It has m reality the dccifion of them; becaufc, 
having the foie dilpofal of the public revenues, 
Jt can grant or rcfulc advances at pleafurc. 

After having placed the banks of the Ganges 
under a more tolerable form of government, it 
became ncccflary to attend to the punilhment, 
and even the prevention, of the enormities with 
part of Afia was ’more and more 
fulhed. It -was agreed, that, in all ’the o{h?r 
fetllcmcnts, civil and criminal jufiice Ihould con- 

>. 1 tisuc 
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tlnuc to be rendered by th^ principal fervants ofu o o K 
the Company : but the parliament created for . 

Bengal a tribunal compofed of four magiftrates, 
who were appointed by the crown, and whofc de- 
crees could not be reverfed, except by the King 
in his privy council. Thcfc judges, a$ well as 
the members of the fupreme council, are not al- 
lowed to have any concern in trade. To indem- 
nify them for this prohibition, the incomes af- 
ligned them have been loo confxlerable, at leail: 
in. the opinion of the proprietors, who arc obliged 
to pay them, without having cither regulated or 
confented to them. 

Another very great abufe had been intro- 
duced Into India •, and this wa4 the cavdng of for- 
tifications in all parts without ncccHity, fometimes 
even without any apparent utility. It was the 
cupidity of the Company’s agents alone which 
determined tbefe conllrudlons. They had colt 
upwards of 100,000,000 of Hvres * in very few 
years. The direflion put a (lop to this dreadful 
evil, by wifely regulating the fuin to be employed 
in future in this fort of defcace. 

Tijfi fpirit of order extended ilfeJf to the ma- 
nagement of the public revenues, to the pay of 
the troops, to the military part of the navy, to 
the operations of commerce, and to the objefls 
of adminidration. 

Thb Great hlogul had taken refuge in Ben- 
gal, and a pcnfion had been alligned to him of 
6,240,000 livrcs f, for bis fubliilcncc. He was 
replaced upon the throne by the Maraitas, and 
the Englhh were relieved from a kind of tribute, 
which they did not fubmit to without impatience, 
fmcc they were no longer in need of, this feeble 
fupport. Chance was not fo favourable to them 

^ M Ol 2 • 
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B o o Kin their fdicmcs of ftrtpplng’ the Soubah of his 
• _ country ; aYid ycl they reduced to 7,680,000 

iivjcs *, the revenue of 12,720,000 livrc5t» 
which, by the treaty of 1765, they were obliged 
to T»av Kim t.;_ i*.. . . nr 


to pay him. In 1771, his fucceflbr was even' 
3>.^4o»ooo livrest, upon pretence 
that he ^^^s a minor. He may expert to hai-c his 
revenue Aill more curtailed, bccaufc his name is 
now never made ufc of, which, till theycar 1772, 
was infcrtcd in all a£ls of fovcrcignty. 

It was impofliblc that all thefe reformations 
mould not fill 'up the precipice, which prefuinp* 
tion, ncglc^, fodions, plunder, and extravagan- 
w* S: n ! digged for the Company. 

We Ihall judge how much their fitualion has been 
improved. ' 

'he 3‘tf of January 1774, this body, tbs 
Doarent nmAtAr:.,, .kC • .» ''' 


Atuatioii 


^ January 1774, this body, tiie 

of the apparent prorpcriiy of which aftoninied the whole 
c.mps,y.'univcrre, bad not more than 055,240,744 livres. 
ten fols [[. rhetr debts amounted to 250,847,840 
tvres. ten folsSt The balance in their favour,' 
therefore, was 00174,392,900 livres If- 
On the 31ft of January 1775, their capital 
^56,518,067 livres,' ten.fols**; and 
'“r ' 95.248,655 livres tf. Their trea- 
=6 confcqucntly increafcd in two years by 
50^76,512 hvres, ten fols JJ. 

‘’"“Pftd off 11,506,680 livres mi, 
hvra S6 Th the loan of 31,500.000 

r ^ have, taken up ii,2Co,ooo 

chaSel^r " ’’’i”', I'bcy haie dif- 

dia .8,^ debts formerly contraflcd in In- 

3tll January ,778, the Cora; 
pany had, at their free and entire dirpofal, the , 
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fum of 102,708, jia Uvrcs, ten fols * ; esclu-BOOK. 
five of their magazines, their flups, their fortifi- ^ ^ 
cations, and every thing which is of ufe in main- 
taining their feveral fcttlcmcnts. 

This profperity will increafc in proportion as 
the immenfe territory acquired by the Englifh in 
India, • fiiall be better adminidered. In 1773, 
their pofleflions returned’ 113,791,252 livres, ten 
fols I ; but the expences of coHcdling this fum 
abforbed 81,153,652 livres, ten fols J. At this 
period then, the net produce amounted only to 
32,660,100 Uvrcs §. It has gradually incrcafcd, 
becaufc fomc of the evils have been attacked 
with fuccefs} It will increafc dill more, bccaufc 
ibcte ate ftiU vnany left to defttoy. 

The cstcnfion that has been given to the traded 
will prove another fource of fortune. The fa!c of 
1772 amounted to 79,214,872 Uvres, ten fols Ij; 
that of 1773, 1071,992,552 livres, ten fols** 5 
that of 1774, to *82,665,405 Jivrcsffj that of 

1775, to 78,627,712 Uvrcs, ten fols JJ i that of 

1776, to 74,400,457 Uvrcs, ten fols §§. 

LcT us add to thefc great tranfadions of the 
Company, the fum of 11,250,000 Uvrcs fj|j, at 
which the mcrchandife annually brought clan- 
dedincly from the Indies, is edimated. Let us add 
4,500,000 livres ^ for the diamonds. Let us 
add the funds more or Icfs extenfive, but always 
very confidcrablc, the value of which, the Enghih 
dldributcd in the diifcrenc fadories of Aha have 
furnhlied to foreign nations. Let us add the riches 
which ihcfc merchants thcrofclves carry away vvUen 
they have amafled them, to go and enjoy them in 
their own country. Let us obferve at the fame 


* +.219 S-tl. > 1 *. +4,l+».5s»U jiv 5 I. ts.sSi.+oil. 
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BOOKtune, that thefe vaft fpcculations, which render 
. people of Africa, Europe, and America 

tributary to Great Britain, do not take annually 
out of that empire for the Indies more than 
2,250,000 Uvres •, or at* the utmoft 3,375,000 
livrcsf ; and we (hall have an idea of the immenfe 
advantages which thefe diftant colonies procure to 
the fortunate poflcflbrs of them, 
wiithe In 1780 the charter of the Company will cx- 
every thing , feems to promife that it 
pany be will be rcnewcd. Government, after having fc- 
icoewed? cured to Itfclf the major part of the produce of 
thefe conquefts, will deliver up again thefe regions 
to the opprellive yoke of monopoly, 

** Unfortunate Indians ! endeavour to rccon- 
** cilc yourfclvcs to your chains. In vain have 
** your fupplications been carried to the miniftry, 
“ to the fenate, and to the people. The miniftry 
** think only of themfclves ; the fenate is raving ; 
** and the wife part of tlic people arc either fi- 
** lent, or their words arc not attended to. The 
“ rapacious and cruel affbeiation of merchants 
that has caufed your misfortunes, not only 
sggr^tvaics them, but looks upon them with 
tranquillity. Privileged robbers ! ye who for fo 
long a time have kept a great part of the globe 
under the fetters of prohibition, and who have 
condemned it to eternal poverty, was not this 
tyranny fufficient for you ? Mull you ftill add 
“ to the weight of it, by crimes which render the 
name of your country execrable ? 

‘‘What did I fay, your country ! I doubt whe- 
tber you have any. But if the voice of pri- 
ce mtereft alone can awaken your attention, 
liltcn to It, while it exclaims by me, that you 
^ arc precipitating yourfcUcs into ruin. Your 
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** tyranny 
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^ tyranny is haftening to it*s end. After the mon- BOOK 
“ ftrous abufe you have made of your authority, ’ 
“ vjheihcr it be renewed or not, it will ceafe. Do 
you think that the nation, when roufed, as it ’ 

“ will be, from it’s prefent delirium and intoxica- 
“ tion, willjiot call upon you to anfwcr for your 
“ opprelTions? Or that ye will not be made to es- 
“ piatc your enormities by the lofs of your crimi- 
“ nal riches, and perhaps by the cfiiifion of your 
“ corrupted blood ? You deceive yourfelvcs if you 
“ think that they will be forgotten. The horrid 
“ fpeflaclc of fo many immenfe regions pillaged, 

** ravaged, or reduced to the moft cruel fcrviludc, 

“.will be difplayed before us again. The earth 
** now covers the carcafes of three millions of 


men, who have perifhed through your fault or 
“ ncglcft : but they will be taken up again outbf 
the ground j they will cry out to Heaven, and 
** to the earth for vengeance, and will obtain it. 
“ Time and circumftanccs will only fufpend your 
“ punlfiimcnt, I fee the period approaching when 
“ you will be recalled, and your fouls impreffed 
** with terror. 1 behold you dragged into the 
dungeons that you defetve. I view you h. upon 
“ your coming out of them. I fee you brought 
“ pale and trembling before your judges. I hear 
** the exclamations of the people, in fury collcftcd 
“ about their tribunals. The intimidated orator 
“ faulters in his harangue. Shame and dread 
ha^c taken pofleflion of him, and he has given 
up your caufc ; the confifeation of your cflatcs, 
“ and the fentcncc of your death arc pronounced. 
** My menaces, perhaps, only excite in you a 
“ fmilc of contempt. You have perfuaded your- 
“ feWes, that men who can throw mafles of gold 
“ into the fcalc of jufticc will make it incline at ’ 
“ plcafurc. Perhaps even you flatter yourjldvcj 
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jso OK*' that the nation corrupted, \<hiIeit-proIongs your 
. ‘‘ charter, will avow itfclf guilty of tlie crimes you 

*‘ have commuted, and an accomplice of tliofc 
*' you may hereafter commit.** 

BuT-this Will not fie the cafe; jufticewill fooncr 
- orlatcrbcexcrcifed. If jt were otherwife, Iwould. 
addrefs myfelf to the populace j I would fay to 
them; People, whofc clamours have fo often caufed 
your mafters to tremble, what arc you now wait- 
ing for? For what occafion do jou referve your 
torches, and the (tones that pave your (trects ? 
Tear them up— but, the upright citizens, if there 
boforac lefr, will at length be roufed. They will 
perceive that the fpirit of monopoly is narrow and 
CTucl j that it is infcnfible to the public good j and 
that it cannot be reftrained by the idea of cither 
prefent or future cenfure. They will find that tins 
Ipirit fees nothing beyond the prefent moment; 
and that in the paroxyfm of it's phrenzy, it has 
times, and among all nations, 
the following decree : , , " 

• “ Let my country pcrifli, let the region I com- 
nisod pcrifli hkcwifc; perifh the citizen and the 
torcjgncr; pcrilh my aflbeiate, provided I can 
but enneh m)fclf with his fpoils. All parts of 
^ the unuerfe arc alike to ilic. Whenihavelai: 
wailc, exhaufted, and impoverifhed one coun 
try, lUiall always find another, to which I ron) 
carry my gold, and enjoy it in peace.’* 
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